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" / 

In presenting this Work to the Public, I obey the dictates 
of a duty incumbent on every person, the incidents pf^ 
whose life have aJBForded him an opportunity of visiting 
countries that are either unknown, or imperfectly described ; 
and by communicating his information, to add somewhat 
to the stock' of general knowledge. 

Of the kingdom of Ava, or the Birman Empire,' so little 
is known to the European' world, that many persons of 
liberal education^ when the name of the country has been 
mentioned, Were at a loss on what part of the globe to 
seek for its position; and some were even unacquainted 
with the existence of such a nation. 

This obscurity renders any apology for introducing my 
Work to the Public, unnecessary; and I have only to 
l^Ynent my 9 wn inability to do justice to «o important a 
subject. The military profession, in every part of the world, 
is unpropitious to literary attainments ; but in India, where 
no repositories of European learning are to be founds and 
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armies are continually moving over a vast region, it can 
hardly be expected that the soldier and the scholar should 
be united It has been my lot to serve in that distant country 
from an early age, until I attained the meridian of life , 
and It may perhaps soften criticism, that I aspire not to the 
ornaments of language, and little aim at a polished struc- 
jture of style I have written my own book , my chief 
object IS to be intelhgible, and my single claim, to . be 
believed , i i i 

The rise and fortunes of Alompra, and the establish- 
ment of die present Birman dynasty, supply a short, but 
highly interesting, period of oriental history , diese extra- 
ordinary events having happened within die memory of 
many persons still living, are authenticated by individuals, 
who themselves bore a part in the transactions and although 
their relations are liable to that bias which is inseparable 
from the humah mind, when the passions are engaged, and 
self-interest is concerned , yet the leading facts are such as 
do not admit of misrepresentation , to these, therefore, I 
have confined myself, as closely as perspicuity would 
allow I 

For the account of the disastrous fate of our countrymen 
at Ncgrais, and the destruction of the English and French 
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factories, I am chiefly indebted to the repertory of Mr. 
Dalrymple ; a most useful and judicious compilation, which 

^ fy 

has rescued froni oblivion many yaluable and curious 
papers. 

The invasion ,of Ava by the , Chinese during the reign of 
King Shembuan, and the subsequent expedition Into the 
Cass^y country, were recounted to me by an old Mussulman 
soldier ^ho bore ^rms in both : he could have no induce- 
ment to deceive, and the leading circumstances of his nar- 
rative were confirmed from other quarters. 

The events y^hich took place in the squthern countries, 
in Pegue^and Siam, were so generally , known, that inquiry 
need only be mado>to obtain jinformatiqn. 

J a^n (Obliged ^to .the kindness of Mr. ,Dglrymple for the 
construction of the General Map' prefixed to this Wqrk, 
which has been compiled from the materials collected ,by 
X)r. Buchanan, and transmitted to the, Court .of .Directors ; 
itis laid down on a cqntracteTscale, -being designed merely 
to .point, out the vrel^dye .situation of -the kingdom of Ava, 
with reference to other countries, and to ascertain its local 
position on {he gjpbe. The materials requisite to give 
an acciirate topographical display of all the parts of so ex- 
pensive an empire, could not be procured during the short 

\ 

a 
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lenod of our , but the ability, and indefatigable 

adustT) of Dr'‘Buchanan have effected much, to which 
le astronomical labours of Mr Wood have considerably 
dded I cannot better do justice to the merits of these 
entlemen^han by inserting the words of Mr Dalrymple 
1 a note on the subject of Ava geography 
‘‘This part of Indian geography has hitherto remained 
in inexphcable obscurity, and although much light has 
been throivn on the subject in consequence of the Em- 
bassy, of which this Work lays an account before the 
Public, not only from the astronomical observations by 
Ensign Thomas Wood, which do him tlie greatest credit, 
but from the great mass of native geography, which the 
assiduous pains of Dr Buchanan, who accompanied the 
Embassy in a medical capacity, have accumulated from 
various persons 

“ These maps obtained by Dr Buchanan from tlie 
' natives, although they elucidate the geography, cannot 
‘ bc'^tonsidered as positive documents for tlie construe- 

r 

‘ tion of an accurate map of these countries, not being 
‘ laid dowi geometrically, nor having even scales af- 
‘ li\cd , indeed, it is not certain that any of them nere 
‘ meant to be laid donn bj an uniform scale, the 
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“ wonder is, that there should be^^j^ thing like uni- 
“ formity.” ' 

L 

The .applause of such respectable authority, cannot be 

c 

enhanced by any encomium of mine. I am, however, 
happy in having an opportunity to acknowledge the able 
and friendly assistance which I received from tbise gen- 
tlemen : my thanks are also due to Captain Thomas, com- 
mander of the Sea-Horse, for his circumspect and pru-’ 
dent conduct in conciliating the inhabitants of Rangoon, 
during the time that I was absent at Ummerapoora. 

Maj or Rennell, who never denies the use of his inva- 
luable publications, to those who may require extracts from 
them-, to illustrate their own works, has been so good, as 
to allow me to copy from' his map of Hindostan a part of 
the Pegue coast, which we had not an opportunity of ob- 
serving. 

The representations of the costume of the country, I 
am persuaded are as faithful as pencil can delineate : the 
native painters of India do not possess a genius foyfiction, 
or works of fancy ; they cannot invent or even embellish, 
and they are -utterly ignorant of perspective ; but they draw 
figures and trace every line of a picture^^with a laborious 
exactness peculiar to themselves : the^ Plate of the Kioum, 
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oS" riioiiaiteiy, pigfe S88, affbi'dS a cunous 's|)ecifiQ6n 6f llieit 
minute accuracy 

Tlie Plate wliicli i^dpre^fents tli6 iMr6dilction of the 
Englisli gentlemen, piige does not Include all the 

objects that were 5n 'thfe on^hal drawing, there not being 
sufficient room to adhi5t theiii , St, hbwhver, exhibits a Just 
view of the Snanner, inHVlAfc'li 'the court “wkS assembled A 
print canndt convey kn ade<Juate idea of the 'bnllikncy of 
the'dresSes, and the general effect ' 

The method of 'cktchihg Wild eleph'ailts in Avk,- 1 "vvaS 
assured, is faithfully 'ddlinekted 'in 'the drawing from 
which theTlate, Ifia^e 546, waS 'taken This drawing was 
‘copied ffrom h'pkiiltin^ on 'glass, in the possession of the 
'Kirlg It corresponds with the mode pladtisedUn Siam, as 
desctibed'ih a book, intidetl, “A Relation of 'the 'Voyage to 
“ Siam, performed by six Jesuits in the year 168 6 ,” in 
vhich'the foiloiving-Jiassage Occurs “ Tlie huntsmen, vlio 
“ were mbUntell on tame dlcpliants, tlirev tlieir nooses so 
“ exactly ih'tlie Jilacc ^■vherc'the eldphants set their foot, 
“that they neidrTJiled of'catclling them'’ This man- 
lier Of securing 'tliese powerful animals, i imagine, is 
not comihonl) uSed'in otlidr countries of tlic East 

Se% ceil of thc'liuman figures bear a Striking resemblance 
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in feature to the originals, particularly the Sere-dogee, or 

^Secretary of State, page SI 2,, -and rhe man and woman of 

/ 

Ae Kayn tribe, page 4 4 <3: the .diress and character, in all 
Ae figures, are extremely well preserved. 

l^he kindness of -Colonel Sir John Murray supplied me 

with the Code of Arracan Laws, from which the JBitman 

- ■) 

©henna Sastra is compiled. It should be observed, that 
all the various law tracts, in use amongst the Hindoos, 
throughout Hindoostan, :in its extensixe signification, 
the region of Hindoos, ^whether sectaries of Boodh, or 
:of Brahma, are hut so many ‘Commentaries on the Law 
of 'Menu, the.^great and .acknowledged founder pf Hindoo 
jurisprudence, whose original Avork has been translated 
with much elegance by the late Bir William Jones. 

The account of theoity of iBegue, and the stupendous 
temple of -Shoemadoo, has already appeared in the fifth 
volumeof the Asiatic 'Researches, printed at .Calcutta ; I 
■did not, however, conceive, that it ought, on that account, 
to be omitted in a generaL description of the country. My 
official transactions are also inserted in the records of the 

w — 

Bengal government. 

t 

lln .the orthography of Birman Avords I have endea- 
^voured to express, by appropriate letters, the sounds as 
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they struck my own ear At the same time it is proper to 
remark, that scarcely any two persons will apply the same 
English letters to the same Birman words this variation, 
which extends to the ■writing of all Oriental languages, and 
IS not easily to be remedied, greatly discourages the English 
reader, and diminishes the pleasure of perusing books, on 
the affairs of India In the names of places Ihavean gene- 
ral followed the orthography of Mr Wood, in his excellent 
Chart of the Irrawaddy, the great river of Ava 
In the prosecution of this work I have experienced so ^ 
many acts of friendly attention, that were I to enumerate 
all the favours conferred on me, I should occupy more 
room, than the limits of a preface will allow The patronage 
of the East-India Company is ever extended to those who 
can supply useful information on Oriental topics, whilst the 
encouragement which I received from this munificent body, 
w'as rendered doubly gratifying by die politeness of Mr 
Inglis, then Chairman, and Mr Bosanquet, Deputj Chair- 
mnnrbf the Court of Directors To the spontaneous as- 
sistance of men pre-cminendy distinguished for science, 
m) book owes its most valuable contents Sipjoseph Banks 
selected and desorjbed die plants , Mr Dalrj'mple, as before 
mentioned, compiled the General Map , and Mr Wilkins 
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favoured me with the Shanscrit Alphabet, and pointed out 
the analogy of the languages. To these gentlemen my 
acknowledgments are particularly due, whilst, abstracted 
from a sense of personal obligation, it is a subject of pleasing 
reflection, that, in England, he who fairly endeavours to 
communicate beneficial or curious information, can never 
fail, however he may be a stranger, to obtain the disin- 
terested aid of persons, themselves amongst the most cele- 
brated for learning," and who are the patrons of literature 
in others. It constitutes a part of the national character, 
of that native liberality, which may be traced under various 
shapes, and is manifested in diflFerent forms, through every 
gradation of society, and amidst every class of men, who 
have the happiness to boast a British birth-right. 

I cannot quit the subject without offering my tribute of 
thanks to my noble friend. Lord Teignmouth, with whom 
the mission to Ava originated; he selected me to execute 
the plans which he had formed ; and his approbation of 
my labours, is numbered amongst the most flattering cir- 
cumstances of my life. ] 

Welhechslreel, MICHAEL SVMES. 

Fehuary nlh, 18 00. 
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EMBASSY TO AVA. 


T HERE arc no countries on the habitable globe, where the arts of civi- 
lized life arc unclci stood, of which we have so limited a knowledge, as of 
those that lie beUveen the Biitish possessions in India, and the enipiie of 
China ; concerning India beyond the Ganges, scaicely more was known to 
the ancients, than that such a country did exist. Undeserved impoi tance is 
oftentimes attiibutcd to that which is impel fectly known; thus, we find, 
in the Map of Ptolemy, the terms Aurea Regio, Argentea Regio, and 
Aurea Chersonesus, bestowed on countiies eastward of the Ganges, and 
on the Peninsula that divides the Bay of Bengal from t4y Magnus Sinus, 
or Gulph of Siam. But although no satisfactory infonnation is to be 
obtained from wi iters of antiquity, respecting the population, produce, 
extent, oi geographical position of those regions; yet it may be con- 
cluded, that even^ at the remote era, when Ptolemy compiled his chart, 
the poi ts of the Eastern Peninsula were the seats of commerce, and resorted 
to by foreign merchants ; as the Author distinguishes places of note, on 
the sea coast, by the titles Emporia; but with what people trade was 
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earned on, or m what commodities they trafiSeted, is not any where 
ascertam^ 

From\his penod almost total darkness seems to have obscured India, 
extra Gangem, from the eyes of Europeans, until the enterpnnng gemus of 
Emanuel, at the close of the 15th century, opened a new world, and laid 
the foundation of general wealth to Europe, on the rum of the Egyptian 
trade, and of the state of Venice Early in the 16th century, thePortuguese 
made themselves masters of Malacca, and soon acquired mfluence among the 
neighbourmg maritime states To the wnters of this nation, history is pnn 
cipally indebted for whatever information has been obtamed of tlie eastern 
countnes of India , but their narratives so abound m hyperbole, and they 
recount such extravagant stones, that credit must be demed to many ofr 
their assertions, whilst, at the same time, their ivnlmgs furnish some 
accurate traits of the gemus and disposition of the people whom they 
describe. Even the accounts of Mcndei de Pmto, the prince of fiction, 
although an mtelligent traveller, will enable Jus readers to fprm an estimate 
of the importance and cnilization of nations which, at a later penod ha\e, 
by many, been erroneously considered m a condition bordenng on u ild 
barbanty 

Prom the testimony of Portuguese histonans it appears, that m the 
middle of the IGtli centur), four powerful states diiidcd amongst them 
the regions that lie betis cen the south-east pros ince of Bntish India, Yunan 
in China, and the Eastern Sea, their Icmtoncs extended from Cassa) and 
Assam,* on the N IV as far south-eastward as the island of JunLsc)lon 
1 liesc nations were known to Europeans by the names of Arracan, As-a, 
Pegue, and Siam Arracan, properly Yec Kein, borders on the S E pro 

• There arc *ome petty lodependcot prlneci whojc lindr Intcrre n e 
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vince of Biitish India, and includes the sea coast, with what is called the 

Bioken Islands, as far south as Cape Negrais;’*' Ava, the name of the an- 

«> 

cient capital of the Birmans, has been usually accepted, as the narjfe of the 

country at laige, which is Miamma. This empire is situated eastward of 

Ariacan, from which it is divided by a ridge of lofty mountains, called by 

the natives Anou-pec-tou-miou, or the great western hilly country. On the 

N. W. it is scpaiated fiom the kingdom of Cassay by the liver Keen-duem ; 

% 

on the north, it is bounded by mountains and petty independent piincipali- 
ties, that lie contiguous to Assam ; on the noi th-east and east, it touches on 
China, and North Siam^ on the south, its limits have so often varied, that 
it is difficult to ascertain them with any precision. The city of Prome,-f 
'^or Pee, seems to be the original and natural boundary of the Birman 
empire, although conquest has since stretched their dominion several de- 
grees farther south. Pegue, called by the natives Bagoo, is the country 
southward of Ava, which occupies the sea coast as far as Martaban, pro- 
perly Mondimaa, Prome was its northern frontier, and Siam adjoined 
on the east. The kingdom of Siam, or Shaan, comprehended as far 
south as Junkseylon, east to Cambodia and Laos, and north to Dzemee 
(probably the Chiamee of Loubere), and Yunan in China This nation 
calls itself Tai, and is further distinguished by the appellations Tai yay, 
or great Tai, and Tay-nay, or little Tai; their former capital was named 
Yoodia, :}: or Yoodra; by De Pinto, Oodia ; whence the Siamese are 
frequently, by the Birmans^ denominated Yoodras. These boundaries, 
however, may be ..considered lather as the claim of each state^ than its 

» ♦ See Hamilton’s new Account of the East Indies. 

+ It is doubtful whether Prome, of right, belonged to Ava or Pegue , it was claimed by 
both, and often changed its possessor. $ Called Juthea by Europeans. 
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actual possession \icissitudes of victory and defeat alternately extended 

and contracted their dominions 
1 

Pmti^and Fana de Souza, agree that the Birmans, though formerly 
subject to the kmg of Pegue, became afterwards masters of Ava, and 
caused a revolution m Pegue, about the middle of the t6th century 
Hamdton, a much more recent author, says, that the longdom of tlie 
Birmans extended from “ Maravi, probably Mergui, near Tenasserem, 
to the provmce of Yunan m China, about 800 mdes Com north to south, 
and 250 from east to west The Portuguese assisted the Birmans in their 
wars against tlie Peguers, and, according to Pmlo, performed prodigies of 
valour The account of the capture of Martaban,* and the treasures found 
therem, far exceed the limits of behef 

The Portuguese contmued to exercise an mfluence m the Birman and 
Pegue countries, and a still greater in Arracan, so long as they maintained 
an ascendancy over other European nations m the East , but on tlie seizure 
of their settlements, and abridgment of their dommions by the Dutch, the 
consequence that had been deservedly annexed to the Portuguese name, 
sunh into insignificance , and the Christian settlers degenerated into a con 
temptible race, distinguished only by their feebleness and \ ice During the 
reign of Louis tly XIVth several splendid attempts ucrc made to propagate 
the doctrines of the church of Rome, and advance the interests of the 

• Spallag of tie apttire of Martabin, Plnlo ayj, " Daring till ricge, they of the city 
eat 3000 elephanU , there were found 6000 pieces of artillery , as for gold, lilrer, precious 
stones, and jewcli, that srere found there, one truly knotrs not vsh-t they were, for thorc 
things are ordinarily concealed , srherefore It shall suffice me to say, that somuchastheklng 
of Brama had of Cbalmhalnham s trearure, amounted loan hundred mllUons of gold ” The 
account of the feast of Tinagoojoo Is ludicrously exiraragant 
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French nation, in the kingdom of Siam; Concerning these expeditions, 
accounts * of unquestionable fidelity have been published ; little, however, 
is related of Ava and Pegue, with whom, the Abbe Choisy says,^ the king 
of Siam was constantly at war.” 

In the beginning of the 17 th century, both the English and Dutch had 
obtained settlements in various quarters of the Birman dominions, which 
were afterwards forfeited by the misconduct of the latter; and Europeans 
of all nations were banished from Ava. The English, many years subse- 
quent to this expulsion, were reinstated in their factories at Syriam and 
Ava, where they appear to have traded, rather in the capacity of private 
merchants, than on the part of the India Company, in whose service they 
were not regularly enrolled. The Island of Negrais was likewise taken 
possession of by the English, and a survey made of it by one Weldon, in 
the year 1687. On this island the government of Fort St George esta- 
blished a settlement. Little benefit, however, seems to have been derived 
from the acquisition: the affairs of the India Company, and indeed of 
the nation^ were in too precarious a state in another quarter of Asia, to 
admit of sparing the supplies of men and money requisite for its effectual 
support. 

The supremacy of the Birmans ovei the Peguers continued throughout 

9 

the last, and during the first forty years of the present century, when the 
Peguers in the provinces of Dalla, Martaban, T ongo, and Pi ome, revolted ; a 
civil war ensued, which was prosecuted on both sides with savage ferocity. 
In the yeai 174L the British factory at Syriam was destroyed by the con- 
tending parties, and the views of commerce were suspended by precautions 
of personal security. Success long continued doubtful : at length the Peguers, 

* Vide Loubere, &c. 
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by the aid of arms procured from Europeans tradmg to their ports, and 
with the assistance of some renegade Dutch and native Portuguese, gamed 
several raltones over the Birmans, in the jears 1 750, and J 751 These ad 
\antages tliey pursued inth so much vigour, that, early in the year 1 755, 
the capital of Ava ivas invested. The Binnans, disheartened by repeated 
defeats, after a short siege, surrendered at discretion JDweepdee, the last 
of a long ^me of Birman Lings, was made pnsoner with all his family, 
except two sons, who effected their escape to the Siamese, from whom 
they found a friendly reception, and were flattered with assurances of 
secunty and succour 

Bonna Della, or Bemga Della, Lmg of Pegue, when he had completed 
the conquest of Ava, returned to his own country, leaving his brother 
Apporaza to govern the late capital of the Birman Lmg, ohom he earned 
nith him a pnsoner to Pegue, enjommghis brother to reduce the refractory, 
displace suspected persons, and exact an oath of allegiance from such 
Birmans as should be suffered to retam their former possessions 

Matters at first bore the appearance of tranquillity and submission 
the land holders and prmcipal mhabitants of the country around A\a, 
acLnowIedged themseh es vassals of the conqueror, and accepted the pre 
senbed oath. Alompra, a Birman of low extraction, tlien Lnown by the 
humble name of Aumdzea,* nas contmued by the conqueror in llic cluef 
ship of Monchaboo, at that time an inconsiderable Milage, about 12 miles 
from llie mcr, nest of Kcoum meoum This man, nho possessed a spint 
of cnlcrpnzc and boldness equal to the most arduous undertaLings, at first, 
liLc man) others, dissembled the reluctance he felt at tlic imposition of a 
foreign )okc, and submitted to the nccessit) of fortune, but, unliLc others. 


Stgnlfjlng huDUman 
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he harboured hopes of emancipation, and meditated on the best means 
of accomplishing his future purpose. 

Soon after the Pegue king had reached his capital, he caused /i general 
proclamation to be issued, in teims of insolent triumph, announcing to all 
nations of the earth, that the Birman king was become his piisoner; that 
the Biraian country, being subdued by the prowess of his aims, was 
annexed, as a conquered province, to the Pegue monarchy, and that the 

o 

city of Pegue was in futuie to be considered as the geneial metiopolis. This 
proclamation, as might be expected, increased the hatied of the Birmans, 
and stimulated their desiie of revenge. Alompra had at this time, in the 
town and neighbourhood of Monchaboo, 100 devoted followers, on whose 
• courage and fidelity he could safely rely; he had strengthened and lepaired 
the stockade that suiiounded tlie town,*^ without awaking any suspicion in 
the minds of thePeguers, who never dreamt that a person so inconsideiable, 

i 

would attempt an act of rebellion under the check of a numerous garrison, 
distant only 15 leagues. Their attention was directed to remoter provinces; 
and occupied by the feais they entertained, lest the sons of Dweepdee should 
return in force to Recover the possessions of their dethroned father. 

Thus, resting in imaginary security, there were not more than 50 Pegue 
soldiers in Monchaboo, who, on all occasions, treated Birmans with 
contemptuous anogance. Alompra, availing himself of the resentment 
excited by some particular act of indignity, roused his already well pre- 
pared adherents to active resistance, and attacking the Peguers with irre- 
sistible violence, put every man of that nation to the sword. 

i 

* Almost all towns, and even villages, in the Birman country, are surrounded by a stockade, 
in like manner as the villages in the Carnatic are inclosed by a bound hedge . the Birmans 
are very expert in erecting this kind of defence. 
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Alorapra, after this act of open rebellion, still dissembling his real 
intention, and with a snew to gam time, wrote to Apporaza m terms of 
the utmh^t humility, e\pressmg much contntion for ohat had happened, 
representmg it as a sudden gust of intemperate violence, arising from 
mutual imtation, at the same tune, lavishly professmg Ins attacliment 
and fidehty to the Pegue government These assurances, though they 
could not be expected to procure an imconditional pardon, yet had the 
desired effect, of rendenng the Pegue go\ emor less alert m preparation to 
reduce him , and so far was Alompra from being considered in a formidable 
pomt of view, that Apporaza, having urgent busmess at Pegue, left Ava 
under the government of his nepheiv, Dotachew, with directions to beep 
Alompra m strict confinement, as soon as he should be brought from Mon 
chaboo, to vhich place a force, that was thought equal to the service, had 
been detached, on heanng of the massacre of the Peguers '' 

Approachmg the fort of Monchaboo, the Peguers expected nothing less 
than resistance, and had come dl armed and equipped for encountenng 
opposition, but they found the gates of the stochade shut against them, 
and heard threats of defiance, instead of supphcations for clemenc) 
Alompra did not give them leisure to recover from their surprise At day- 
brcaL the next mpmmg he sallied forth at the head of his hundred adhe- 
rents, and attaching the Peguers furiously with spears and siiords, routed 
and pursued them for tuo miles After this exploit he returned to his 
little fortress, and lost no time in prepanng for a jet more hazardous 
contest, he represented to his people, that they must, now resohe to 
conquer or perish , and he mvited the Birmans of neighbouring toivns 
to enrol themselies under his standard Some obcjtd the summons, but 
manj Merc cautious of embracing liis jet desperate fortune In this 
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affaii, the number of Pegueis defeated , by Alompra, is estimated at one 
thousand. 

News of this disaster reaching Dotachew at Ava, he secm^ to have 
acted with the most blameable irresolution ; undecided what measure 
to adopt, whethei to maich in peison at the head of his troops, which 
did not exceed thiee thousand, wait until a reinforcement should ar- 

JJy 

live, or letieat to Piome. Whilst he was thus deliberating, leports were 
daily received of some accession to the force of the adventurer, which, 
though in pait true, were greatly exaggerated by the general consternation 
that pi evaded -throughout the city. Alompia had certain intelligence of 
the state of his interests in every quarter ; and detennined, by advancing 
• boldly to Ava, to strike a decisive blow, before the fears of the enemy had 
subsided, and without giving time to lecall the numerous detachments of 
P^.guers that were scattered over the neighbouring provinces. The pru- 
dence and promptitude of this measure met with all the success it merited ; 
Dotachew, when he heard of Alompra’s intention, fled from Ava, whilst 
the Birmans in that city rose on the few Peguers that either could not, 
or did not choose to accompany their leadei ; all of whom they put to 
death. Alompra, finding that Dotachew had letreated, altered his first 
resolution of proceeding in person to Ava, and remained at Monchaboo, 
sending his second son, Shembuan, to take possession of the city, and 
garrison the fort. 

These events appear to have taken place about the autumn of the year 

f 

1753 : Dotachew did not halt until he reached Pegue. The misfortunes 
of the Peguers in the remote provinces alarmed Beinga Della, their king, 
for the safety of his own territories, and particularly for the northern towns 
and districts of Prome, Keounzeik, Tambouterra, 8cc. where the Birmans 

G . • 
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considerably outnumbered the Peguers A large force was, notwitlislanding, 
collected at Synam, tbe command of which was given to Apporaza, who, 
in the moi^th of January, 1754, saded up the Irrawaddy, with a numerous 
fleet of war boats, to reduce the insurgents At this time both the Enghsh 
and French nations had re established their factories at Synam, and, of 
course, had their separate mterests The French favoured the Peguers, 
whilst the English leaned to the Birmans , but untd the vicmity of their 
residence agam became the seat of war, neither engaged m open hostihty 
their partialities Mere manifested by petty assistance lent in secret, and 
supplies clandestinely conveyed, probably more Mith a vie^v to pnvate 
emolument, than from any enlarged political consideration 

When the Enghsh last tooL possession of Negrais, about the year 1751, r'' 
their affairs were not conducted with prudence A Mr Hunter ivas ap- 
pointed to the supenntendance, who is represented as a man of capacity, 
but of an unconabating and pen erse disposition, the settlement, under 
his guidance, contmued m a state of unceasing ferment, tlieCafire slaves. 
Mho had been introduced for the purpose of cultivating the lands, rose 
upon their masters, and seizing on the boats belonging to the island, 
effected their escape When Mr Hunter died, he M’as succeeded by the 
person next in rapk, under m liose auspices tlie interests of tlic infant colony 
did not improie In addition to ihcir difficulties, the new settlers became 
unlicallliy , these discouragements, hoMever, did not induce them to eva 
cuale the place, but their exertions Mere rendered languid by the dimi- 
nished probability of ultimate success 
The season when Apporaza undertook his expedition to reduce Alompra, 
sras tlic most unfasourabic for making a speedy journey During tlie dry 
months of January, February, March, and Apnl, the MUters of the lira 
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waddy subside into a stream, that is barely navigable;"^ fiequent shoals 
and banks ofsand, retaid boats of burthen, and a northerly wind invariably 
prevails. These obsti actions, whilst tliey delayed the Peguers,*^ gave op- 
poi tunity to their enemies to collect the whole of their force, and arrange it 
in the most advantageous manner, to avert the impending danger. 

'The progress of Appoi aza was unintermpted until he approached the 
city of Ava, in the neighbourhood of which small parties of Birmans, from 
the adjacent banks, molested the boats of the Peguers'by desultory attacks ; 
they, however, did not much impede the fleet, which continued to advance. 
Approaching the fort, a summons was sent from the Pegue general to 
Shembuan, with a promise to spare his life, provided he immediately 
surrendeied, and threatening exemplaiy vengeance should he refuse- - 
The fort of ancient Ava was of sufficient strength to maintain a pro- 
tracted siege against an enemy inexpert in war, and Apporaza had good 
reason to suppose that resolution would not be wanting in the besieged. 
iShembuan replied, that he would defend his post to the last extremity- 
In the meanwhile Alompra was unremitting in his pieparations to re- 
ceive the enemy; he had collected a considerable fleet at Keoum-meoum, 
and his army was recruited to the computed number of ten thousand. 


whose confidence increased on the approach of danger; whilst, on the 
contrary, the troops of Apporaza weie disheartened by the accounts of 


the valour and strength of their foes^ the Pegue commander, therefore. 


- The Ganges, at the same season oF the year, experiences a like reduction of its waters. 
The head of the Hoogly river continues shut for some months, during which, koats, to reach 
the Ganges from Calcutta, are obliged to navigate through the Sunderbunds, and afterwards 
Surmount the stream with difficulty, owing to the impediments of numerous shallows and 
feaftd banks. 
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judged It more prudent to lead them at once to battle, than to waste tune 
m the operations of a siege, the termination of which seemed precarious 
and remote 

With tlus design he left Ava m his rear, and proceeded with his whole 
force towards Keoum meoum, where he found Alompra prepared to gi\ e 
lum battle, an engagement ensued, the contest ivas chiefly confined to 
the fleets, whilst small parties of eitlier army slarmished on shore The 
action IS said to have been obstinate and bloody at length the Peguers, 
on a report bemg spread that ShembUan had left the fort of Ava, and was 
advanang to attach their rear, gave ivay, and fled with precipitation 
Numbers were slaughtered in the retreat, and Shembuan issumg from the 
fort of Ava, completed tlieir overthrow , Alompra pursued the fugitive ^ , 
Peguers as far as the city of Sembew Ghewn, after which he returned to 
Monchaboo Apporaia, with the remains of his army, retired to the pro 
Vince of Pegue 

The power of tlie Peguers now seemed liastemng to its wane, yet, not 
withstanding the recent chech they had received, fresli preparations were 
made to prosecute the w ar At this time, either real or pretended caution 
impelled them to a measure, not less repugnant to liumamt), than, as the 
event proved, injurious to their own interests It was alleged, that a 
conspirac) had been formed against tlie Pegue government, by their aged 
prisoner, the detlironcd monarch of the Birmans, which had been disco 
vered when on the point of execution All the principal men of the Bir- 
man nation were supposed to be confederated in the plot, little formality 
was used to ascertain whether the accusation was true or false On the 
13lh of October the Peguers rose, and, having first slam the unhappy 
monarch, slaughtered indiscnminatcl) several hundred Birmans, sparing 
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neither age nor sex. These sanguinary acts were as cruelly retaliated. 
The Biimans, though subdued, were still very numerous in the towns and 
districts of Prome, Keounzeik, Loonzay, and Denoobew. Exasperated at 
the murder of their monarch, and the fate of their brethren, they flew to 
arms, and with a barbarity nothing inferior to that which had been exer- 
cised by the Peguers, exacted a severe retribution. Prome, Denoobew, 
Loonzay, kc. changed masters, and their garrisons fell the victims of 
revenge. 

During these transactions^ the Birman adventurer was sedulously em- 
ployed in improving his good fortune The eldest son of the late deposed 
and murdered king, healing that Alompra had raised the standard of 
revolt, returned to Monchaboo, and with a sect of brave and attached 
people, called Ouois,* that inhabited an eastern province t of the empire, 
joined the fortunes of the adventurer. This young man, intoxicated by 
the successes of his party, had the imprudence to assume the distinc- 
tions of royalty, and attempt to exercise sovereign sway, as his hereditary 
right. Such claims, however, were wholly incompatible with the views of 
the ambitious chief, whose opposition soon convinced the prince, not only 
of the futility of his hopes, but likewise, that having harboured them, his 
own person was no longer secure; he therefore secretly withdrew, and 
again sought an asylum among the Siamese. This step so enraged Alompi a, 
that, under pretence of a conspiracy, he caused near a thousand of the 
Quois to be put to death. 

These events occupied the greater part of the year 1754 , which was 
drawing to a close, when Beinga Della, having made fresh levies, maiched 
from Pegue, accompanied by his brother, to letrieve the late disgraceful 


* By some, Yoos. 


t Called Muddora, east of Ava. 
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defeats The long proceeded mth all expedifion to^Tuds Denooherv and 
Loonzay , the Birmans, on his approach, evacuated those towns and fled. 
The Pcguers adi'anced to Prome, a aty well defended by a -solid wall, a 
deep fossel and a strong stockade In this fortress the Birmans prepared 
to make a resolute defence, and Wrote to Alompra, to acquaint him of 
their situation, cntreatmg him at the same time to come to their aid with 
all possibfe dispatch. Bemga Della drove m the stragglmg Birmans tliat 
defended the banks of the nver, a general assault followed, wluch was 
vigorously repulsed by the besieged, the Peguers then altered the mode 
of attack mto a blockade , and finding that the garrison could only act on 
the defensive, Bemga Della dispatched part of his fleet and arm) up the 
river, as far as McUoon, in order to cut off supplies from the northward, , 
and afford his own people more convement subsistence- 

Alorapra, although at this time threatened with an attack from the fiigi 
tivc prince, and the exasperated Q,uots, on receiving mtelhgence of the 
blockade of Prome, immediately detached Meinlaw Taeao,* an officer of 
distinction, with 36 war boats, to the assistance of the gamson. This 
general, notwitlistandmg his force was far inferior to that of the enemy, 
boldly attacked the advanced guard at Melloon, and drove them back to 
Prome, but finding himself unequal to contend opienly against the mam 
bod) of the Pcguers, he threw himself, by a skilful manoeuvre, with aeon 
siderablc supply of men and provisions, into the fortt a few of his boats 
onl) falling into tlic hands of the enemy, whdst the remamder effeclcd 
ihcir retreat to a place of secunt) 

Fort) da)^ arc said to have elapsed, wljhout an) malenal advantage on 
the part of the besiegers The danger being past that threatened from the 
• Gruidfalher of ihc preicni \^ctroy of Pegue 
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eastwaidj Alompra had, during this interval, collected the choicest oh his 
tioops, and leaving the caie of Monchaboo and Ava to his two eldest sons, 
he proceeded down the river at the head of a formidable fleet, with a 
rapidity that equally tended to impress the enemy with dread, and inspire 
his own soldieis with confidence. The attack was not delayed beyond the 
hour of his arrival ; the Peguers were quickly diiven from a stockade jhey 
had elected on the north side of the fort ; but the hottest action took place 
between the fleets: instead of an ineflectual file from ill directed mus- 
quetry, the boats closed, and the highest personal piowesswas evinced on 
both sides; knives, speais, and swoids, weie their weapons; after a long 
and bloody contest, victory declaied for the Birmans, whilst the vanquished 
, Peguers sought safety in a precipitate flight. 

Alompra, who never failed diligently to improve his advantages, suffeied 
no time to elapse in inaction ; proceeding to Loonzay, he found the town 
evacuated, and, on taking possession, changed its name to Mayah-oun, 
signifying rapid conquest, by which it is at present known; and such 
was the terror of his arms, that a body of his troops advanced within a 
few leagues of Persaim, or Bassien, unmolested by the enemy, who did 
not attempt even to retard their progress. 

The report of this disaster spread geneial consteinatiqn throughout the 
Pegue dominions ; the fugitives that escaped gave such accounts, as the 
facts, exaggerated by their fears, might be supposed to dictate ; a general 
insurrection of all the Birman subjects subordinate to the Pegue govern- 
ment was apprehended ; and certain information of plots and conspiracies 
pioved that these fears were not groundless. The Pegue king, who had 
retreated to Bassien, left that place by night, and retired to Pegue; his 
thus adherents, abandoned and teriified, thought of nothing but their own 
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secunty, e\ery man pursued rvhat he judged the safest track, and so 
universal was the panic, that on the nth of February, the toivn and fort 
of Persaim were completely deserted, the fugitives ha\Tng first set fire to 
several houses, and consumed the public store rooms, in which was depo 
sited a large quantity of gram 

On the morning of the 2Sd, an advanced party of the Birman fleet came 
in sight, shortly after, a body of about 250 men landed, and marched up 
to a small factory* occupied by the English These people were well 
armed, according to the country manner, and not appeanng to entertain 
hostile mtentions against any except the Peguers, the English supenn 
tendant, Captam Baker, received them with confidence, and, in the cha- 
racter of a peaceable trader, solicited protection for the servants andc 
property of the India Company, his request was granted, neitlier de 
predation nor insult were offered to the Enghsb About noon the Bir 
mans departed, having first set fire to what remained of the totvn, and 
destioycd part of the stockade , tliey directed their route back to Keoum 
mcoum, a town situated on the mouth of that branch of the great nver 
tliat leads to Bassicn and Negrais 

From this time until the 12th of March, frequent skirmishes took place 
between small parties of the Birmans and Peguers, m which the latter were 
generally worsted, an incITcctual attempt ivas made to repossess and defend 
Bassicn, b> the late Cheke), or Lieutenant, the man who had been second 
in authority whilst the place was subject to the Pegue government 

The scat of war was now likely to be confined to the moutlis of na\i 
gable mers, and tlic numerous creeks and canals tliat intersect the lower 

• Thli factor 7 , under the control of the Rcildenl at Negrair, conilfted of a fevr nore- 
hootci, erected near the nrer, for the purpotc of faclHiating iht timber trade. 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


17 


provinces of Pegue, and communicate between the larger streams; a 
vessel of burthen, piovided with guns, and worked by a few Europeans, 
became a formidable foe to the open wai boats of the natives^ though well 
manned, and conducted with skill and courage. Alompra^ who was at 
this time at Loonzay, oi Meyah-oun, formed a right estimation of the 
advantage to be deiived fiom an alliance with nations so well veised in 
the arts of maritime war; in older, therefore, to engage the good offices of 
the English, or at least stipulate for their neutrality, he sent a deputa- 
tion to Mr. Brooke, Resident at Negiais, and at that time chief of all the 
English factoiies. 

On the 15th of March, a fleet of twenty-five Birman boats airived at Bas- 
* sien, having on board two Birman deputies, accompanied by an Armenian 
and a Mussulman, as interpreters. These personages brought a letter fiom 
Alompra, directed to Mr. Brooke, couched in terms of friendship ; but not 
deeming it prudent to venture with so small a foice through the Pegue 
districts to Negrais, the English superintendant undertook to forward a 
copy of the letter, whilst the deputies leturned to a secure post up the 
liver, at no gieat distance from Bassien, there to wait an answer, which 
was expected in four or five days. 

At the expiration of the computed time, the schooner^ that had been 
dispatched to Negrais, returned, bringing an older from Mr. Brooke to 
Captain Baker, to accompany the deputies to Negrais, and to lepair 
thither as speedily as possible : the deputation accordingly leTt Ba'ssieh on 

the 19th of March, 1755, and reached Negrais on the 5^d, at night. 

«> 

The business of the deputies was not concluded until the 56th ; when, 
having received an answer to Alompra’s letter, and their final dismission, 
they departed, attended by Captain Baker. Approaching Bassien, they 
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were aslonished to find the place in the hands of the enemy A detadi- 
ment of SOOO Peguers, m 60 war boats, had arrived dimng them absence, 
and on the 26th, engaged and captured all the boats that waited to convoy 
the deputies to their master Captain Baler finding it impracticable to 
proceed, conducted the deputies bad to Negrais, where they returned on 
the 3d of Apnl, purposmg to wait the occurrence of some more favourable 

r 

opportunity 

The impediments that had thus prevented the return of the deputies 
were of short duration On the 2Ist of April, 1755, the Peguers received 
certain mtelhgence that Alompra had attacked Apporaza, m his camp at 
Synyangong, and that their countrymen had suffered a total defeat , their 
own numbers being greatly dmiinished by desertion, Bassien became no 
longer a place of safety, they judged it tlierefore most prudent to withdraw 
towards Synam On the 2Sd, the nuns of the town, and its vicimty, were 
completely evacuated, and the navigation of the nver again opened to 
the Bmnans 

The retreat of tliese troops was well timed , several detached parties of 
Birmans appeared on the subsequent days , and on the 23th, a body of 
1000 men arrived at Bassien, a small number by land, the rest by ivater, 
with 40 ivar boats, they expcnenced no resistance, and made a few pn- 
soners A strong convoy ivas sent down to Negrais to escort the deputies, 
who now pursued their journey widiout molestation, they relumed on 
the 3d of June to Bassien, and left it on the Sth, with a letter fiom the 
resident at Negrais to Alompra, who had reached Dagon* early in the 
preceding month 

• Now oUnl Rangoon Dagon U tbe name of a ccicbralcd (ample, a abort diiianco 
from iht prtitnt dtp 
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at Dagon. In the beginning of June, the Company’s snow, Arcot, bound 
to Negrais, commanded by a Captain Jackson, having on boaid Mr. White-, 
hill, a gentleman in the seivice of the East India Company, proceeding to 

■ Negrais in an official capacity, put into the Rangoon river, through stress 
of weather. A boat that had been sent in to fetch a pilot, returned, with an 
account of the state of affairs ; and brought a letter, and an invitation from 
Alompia, to Captain Jackson, to cairy his vessel up to Dagon, promising 
him every aid that the place afforded. 

On the 6th of June the Aicot reached Dagon; and Mi. Whitehill went 
on shore to pay his respects to the Birman king, by whom he was received 
in a manner that gave no apparent cause for complaint. 

> Aftei the defeat of the Peguers at Synyangong, and the acquisition of 
Dagon by Alompra, the English ships sailed fiom Syriam voluntaiily, and 
came to Dagon to assist the Birmans, in conformity to the evident deter- 
mination of Mr. Brooke, whose reception of the Birman deputies, together 
with his subsequent conduct, clearly evinced his fiiendly intentions towaids 
that nation. Until the aiiival of the Aicot, with Mr. Jackson and Mr. 
Whitehill, no subject of offence seems to have been given to the English 
by the, Birmans. 

A short time previous to the ariival of the Aicot, Aj^poraza letumed 
from Pegue to Syriam, and reassumed the command ; he had been made 
acquainted with the negotiation cariying on between Mr Biooke at 
Negrais and the deputies of Alompra; and in order to counteract its 
effects, commenced a secret correspondence with Captain Jackson. His 
arguments seem to have strongly influenced that gentleman, and given 
a decided bias in his favour Ground of accusation was soon found 
against the Birmans ; personal ill treatment was heavily complained of, 
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which the tenoiir of Mr Jacksons dispatches does not salisfectonly 
establish 

An attempt was shortly after made by the Peguers to surprise the Bir- 
man camp‘, and recover Dagon Notwithstanding the land forces marched 
by night, and the fleet advanced with celenty, mcreased by a rapid tide,i 
they were discovered m time for the Bmnans to prepare for then- recep 
tion The boats first amving, were repulsed by a heavy fire from the 
banks, which were hhed with Birman troops The post of Dagon could 
only be taken on the side of the land by a resolute assault The attack 
of the Peguers was feeble and ineflectual , disheartened by the failure of 
their fleet, and destitute of able leaders, they soon abandoned their enter- 
prise An irregular fire of musquetry contmued untd noon, when the 
Peguers retreated to Synam, httle loss being sustained on either side 

Dunng this spiritless contest, the Enghsh mamtamed a perfect neutra- 
lity, not a shot was discharged fitim any of the ships , a circumstance that 
tended to create suspicion in the minds of the Birmans their distrust, 
however, seems to have been lulled by assurances of fhendship, and pro- 
bably by the expectation of a supply of cannon and stores Irom Negrais, 
which Mr Brooke had announced his intention of sendmg, under care 
of Messrs Baker and Nortli, whom he meant to depute to the Birman 
king Alompra had, a short tone before, left Dagon to quell a disturbance 
in the norlliem provinces, caused by the Quois and Siamese , who, taking 
advantage of his absence, had invaded his country, and excited an insur- 
rection of the inhabitants in favour of the fugitive son of the ancient 
monarch The sudden appearance of tlie victorious chief disconcerted 
Ills enemies, he soon reduced the disobedient, and obliged the Siamese to 
retire witlun their own fronlien 
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Previous to his departure from pagon, Alompra laid the foundation o 
the town now so well known by the name of Rangoon, or Dzangoon. 
which sigmfies victory atchieved* Here stood, in former days, a large 
and populous city, called in the Pali, or sacred language, Singbun-terra ; 
the site of which Alompra diligently explored, and raised on its ruins the 
present flourishing sea-port of the Pegue dominions. Dagon, often callec 
Shoe Dagon, or the golden Dagon, is a name peculiar to the temple ; 2 
noble edifice, three miles distant from the banks 6f the river. Wher 
Alompra left his camp, he appointed Meinla-Meingoun to command it 
his absence ; an officer of approved reputation and valour. 

The clandestine negotiations between the English and Peguers appeal 
3 to have been renewed after this action ; several messages passed, in which 
a fresh attack on the Birmans was concerted, and the aid of the Com- 
pany’s ships promised to the Peguers, who were thus to be befriended b) 
the whole European force, both French and English. Confiding in theii 
new allies, and assured of victory, the war-boats of the Peguers, during 
the night, dropped down the Pegue river, and with the French ships 
moored in the stream of the Irrawaddy,* waiting the return of tide to carry 
them to Rangoon. Dawn of day discovered them to the Birmans, whose 
general immediately sent for the English gentlemen, to consult on the best 
means of defence. At this inteiwiew, the Birmans candidly acquainted 
Mr. Whitehill how ill satisfied they were with the conduct of the English 
commanders during the late action', and desired a promise of more active 
assistance on the present occasion : Mr. Whitehill replied, that without 
the Company’s oiders, he wasv not authorized to commence hostilities on 

* The name of the great river of Ava. This hranch is often called the Rangoon river, to 
distinguish it from that which leads to Bassien. 
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any nation , but if the Peguers fired on the English ships, it nojild be consi- 
dered as an act of aggression, and resented accordingly How much it is 
to be lamented, that such prudent and equitable pnnaples were not better 
observed , ‘the departure from them affixed a stain on the national honour, 
which the lapse of more than forty years has not been able to expunge 

The Pegue force was, on thts occasion, highly formidable, it consisted 
( 

of two large French ships, and an armed snow, belongmg to the lung of 
Pegue, with 200 Teilie, or war boats On the approach of this armament, 
the Birmans manifested their apprehensions, by repeatmg their entreaties 
to the English Owing to the time of the tide, it was noon before the 
Pegue boats could advance Whenwithm cannon shot, the French ships 
came to anchor, and opened their guns, whilst a bnsL discharge of mus- 
quetry was poured from the Pegue boats on the Birman fleet, that, for the 
most part, had taken shelter m a creek, and were protected by the fire kept 
up from a grove of mangpo trees, on the banks of the nver, in possession 
of the Birmans, around which they had raised temporary works, and erected 
a battery of a few pieces of ship cannon, which. Com being ill served, did 
little execution At this juncture the English ships Hunter, “Vrcot, and 
Elizabeth, commenced a fire on the Birman fleet Thus assailed by unex- 
pected foes, the Birmans were obliged to abandon their boats, and take 
shelter in the grove Had the Peguers improved the cntical opportunity, 
and pursued their advantage wnth resolution, this action might ha\c re- 
tncsed their declining interests, and restored to them possession of the 
lower provinces In vain the Europeans persuaded them to attempt the 
capture of the Birman fleet , too timid to expose themselves to a close dis 
charge of musquetry from the grove, they were contented with the eclat of 
has ing compelled the enemy to retreat from their boats the rest of the day 
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Yfas spent in distant random firing. During the night the English ships re- 
moved out of the reach of small arms ; two men being killed on board the 

- 

Arcot. The Peguers kept their situation for Some days, during which much 
irregular skirmishing passed ; when having exhausted their ammunition, 
without advancing their cause, the Peguers thought fit to return to Syriam, 
accompanied by the English and French ships, leaving the Birmans in pos- 
session of the fortified grove, and the lines of the newly projected town. 

. Apporaza, who held the chief command at Syriam, received the English 
with every mark of respect ; judging this a favourable opportunity to regain 
the alliance .of their nation, he wrote to Mr. Brooke at Negrais, inviting 
him to come in person to Syriam, and there settle terms of permanent 
'connection. Mr. Brooke, in letters of a friendly tenour, excused himself 
from personal attendance, and requested that Mr. Whitehill might be suffered 
to proceed to his station at Negrais, and the Company’s ships permitted to 
pursue their voyage to the same place; wliither he ordered the several 
commanders immediately to repair. The compliance of Apporaza with 
this request, demonstrated his ardent desire to recover the good will of 
the English. Mr. Whitehill left Syriam, escorted by 2,0 armed boats, and 
proceeding through the rivers, reached Negrais on the 26th of August: 
the Hunter schooner sailed on the 26th of September following; the Arcot 
feeing delayed for some necessary repairs. 

Whilst these matters were agitating at Dagon, Mr. Brooke was advan- 
cing his negotiations with Alompra ; Captain Baker and Lieutenant North 
were delegated, vfith presents, and instructions, to conclude a treaty of 
amity and alliance with the Birman monarch. 

It has been already mentioned that Alompra was under the necessity of 
leaving his post at Dagon about the middle of June, in order to suppress 
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an insurrecuon of his oivn subjects, and repel the Siamese the object of 
his expedition was attained with httle difficulty, and be had the additional 
satisfaction to learn that his arms had been successful m Cassa) , the inha 
bitants of which, talmg advantage of the unsettled state of the empire, had 
thrown off their dependence This country is separated from the Lmgdom 
of the Birmans on the north west by the over Keen-duem, which, talang 
a south east course, unites its rvaters with those of the Irrawaddy, a short 
way above the toivn of Sembew ghewn About the tune that Alompra 
left Ava to reheve Prome, he detached a body of troops across the m er, 
under the command of a distant relaUon, to chastize the Cassayers these 
people had, for ages past, tasted the sweets of independence only at in- 
tervals, when the, contests of the Bmnan and Pegue powers left tliem* 
no leisure to enforce obedience Thus accustomed to the 7 ote, though 
always ready for revolt, they were quickly reduced to submission, the 
pnnee, or rajah, who resided at Munnepoora, the capital of Cassay, 
sued for peace, which was concluded on terms adiantageous to the Bir- 
mans , and, as is tlie custom, a young man and young woman, of the 
Jemdred of the rajah, were dchvered as hostages for the due observance of 
the compact 

The English Reputation proceeded m boats slowly up the nver, which, 
at that season of the )car, is swelled by mountam torrents, and the navi 
gation rendered difficult by the rapidity of the stream A short distance 
abo\ 0 Prome, they met a detachment, commanded by a Boomicn, or general 
of rank, m its route to Dagon, it consisted of eighty boats, and 4000 
troops, to reinforce tlic army actmg against the Peguers Captain Baker 
had an mtcrview w ith the chief, who expressed sanguine hopes of reduemg 
SjTiam, and destroying the French ships that liad assisted the Peguers 
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The late extraordinary conduct of the English shipping at Dagon, was 
no very favourable introduction to the delegates ; nor did Captain Baker 
escape reproach for transactions in which he certainly had no s’hare : to 
increase his embarrassment, he had the misfortune, the day after^he parted 
with the detachment, to lose his colleague, Lieut. North, who died at 
Roung-Yooah, of a dysentery and fever. Captain Baker afterwards pur- 
sued his voyage, accompanied only by the Birmans. On the 8th of Septem- 
ber he reached Ava, lately the metropolis of the empife. Alompra, partial 
to the scene of his first success, had removed the seat of government to 
Monchaboo, which he constituted his capital, and fixed on as the place of 
his future residence. At Ava Captain Baker was civilly entertained by the 
3 Governor; on the 12th he reached Keoum-meoum, situated on the west 
bank of the Irrawaddy, and on the 16th he received a summons to attend 
“ the golden feet.”* Leaving his boats, at noon the following day he pro- 
ceeded by land to the royal presence ; his reception was conducted with as 
much pomp and parade, as a king so recently elevated to his honours, and 
seated on a throne so imperfectly established, was capable of displaying. 
During this interview the new monarch, in his conversation, gave a striking 
instance of that intoxication which usually attends an unexpected and recent 
rise to power: yet his vain boastings were not accompanied by any maik 
of personal contempt or indignity to Captain Baker. He vaunted of Iiis 
victories, and the extent of his empire, in a style of presumptuous vanity^ 
equal to the arrogance of Xerxes; he upbraided our national chaiacter in 
the afiair of the shipping at Dagon, alleging that he had treated the English 
with kindness, which they repaid by peifidiously breaking the promise given 
to him on his departure from Dagon. To these reproaches Captain Baker 
* A Birman expression used to denote the Imperial presence. 
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could only reply by expressions of regret , and a solemn declaration, that 
Mr Brooke, so far from having authonied, knew nothing of such pro-^ 
ceedmgs Alompra listened to his assurances with more complacency tlian 
could well be expected from a despot, who had waded to a throne through 
the blood of his enemies 

At a second audience, a fevv days subsequent to the first, his Majesty 
dictated a letter, addressed to Mr Brooke, m which he granted permission 
to the Company to estabbsh factories at Dagon and Bassien , havmg de- 
termmed on the total demolition of Synam Captain Baker made a further 
requisition of the Island of Negrais AJthough this desire was not refused, 
the formal assignment was postponed, owmg to a domestic misfortune, 
which gave the King much uneasmess, but as it \vas lus Majesty s inten- 
tion shortly to repair to Rangoon, to conduct in person the Pegue war, 
the completion of the grant was deferred to a future opportunity Captain 
Baker, having obtamed his dismission, set out for Keoum meoum, and on 
the 29th of September embarked to return to Negrais 

Wlulst friendship and imion were tlius likely to be established between 
the Birmans and the settlement at Negrais, the Pegucrs haxarded anotlier 
attempt on the Birman post at Dagon, and were again assisted by the 
Arcot, and two private English ships, which, it is probable, on this occa 
Sion might liave acted, in some degree, under compulsatory influence 
Three English and one French ship, with SOO armed boats, constituted the 
Pegue force by water, and 10,000 men marched by land, to attack the 
heights at Dagon, and the fortified grove The Birmans, with considerable 
ingenuity, constructed fire rafts, consisting of a number of boats fastened 
together, and filled wath combustible matcnals, these rafts were floated 
down a strong spring tide to where tlic ships lay at anchor, and directed 
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tvith such skill and effect, as to oblige them to slip their cables, and get 
under weigh, the French ship narrowly escaping destruction. This ma- 
noeuvre effectually removed the vessels for that tide, and prevented a co- 
operation with the land forces, who, thus deprived of the support on which 
they chiefly depended, made an ineffectual charge on the Birman works : 
they were easily repulsed, and, with the fleet and army, retreated to Syriam ; 
from whence they never again dared to hazard another enterprhJe. 

The affairs of the Peguers were in this desperate state when Alompra 
returned victorious from Ava ; his presence animated his own army, and 
spread a heavier cloud over the unfortunate Taliens.*^ He immediately 
changed the plan of operation ; instead of waiting at Dagon, in fortified 
’ 3 posts, the attack of the Peguers, he, in turn, became the assailant, and 
leaving the great river, boldly advanced his boats to the mouth of the 
Syriam stream ; thereby cutting off all communication with the sea, and 
the countries to the west of Rangoon. Apporaza about this time retired 
from Syriam to Pegue, leaving his former station to be maintained by the 

r 

chief Woon or Woongee, of the Pegue empire. Permission had previously 
been given to the English ships to depart with the Company’s stores. 
Mons. Boumo, the French Resident, continued at Syriam, where, having 
moored his vessel close to the factory, he prepared to defend himself. The 
tide in the Rangoon river rises to an uncommon height the river of Pegue, 
or, as it is often called, of Syriam, being fed by the influx of the sea, 
through the Rangoon river, sinks at low ebb into an inconsiderable stream. 
The French ship, when the water retired, touched the ground j the Bir- 
mans, profiting by her unmanageable state, during the recess of tide, 
brought gun-boats to bear in such a direction, as to annoy her without 

♦ The Birmans call the Peguers Taliens. 
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exposing themselves This judicious mode of attack proved successful , the 
ship svas quickly disabled, and Mons Boumo finding the post untenable, 
ivTote a letter to Alompra, apologizing for his former conduct, and making 
fresh overtures of accommodation. The correspondence ivas either disco 
Tcred, or suspected by the Peguera, who suddenly removed Mons Boumo 
and his adherents into the fort of Synam, before the purposed negotiation 
had tune to be completed ' 

Alompra immediately took possession of the evacuated factory and 
vessel , after which he seemed desirous of attaining his object of Synam, 
rather by blockade and femme than by hostile approaches, without at- 
tempting to assault the place, he contmued in its vicmity, until the month 
of July, 1756 By such apparent inactivity on the part of the Birmans, 
the garrison was lulled into fetal secunty Alompra, seizing a favourable 
opportunity, crossed the ditch m the dead of night, earned the outworks 
without resistance, and soon made himself master of the fort The com 
mandant, and the greater part of the garrison, favoured by the darkness, 
escaped to Pegue, many, however, were slam, and all the Europeans were 
made prisoners 

It has already appeared to have been the determmed policy of the French 
to espouse the cause of the Peguers, and bad succours from Pondicherry 
arn\ed before the state of things became too desperate, affairs svould pro 
babl) base worn a different aspect, and the Pegueis obtamed such an 
addition to their strength, as would have enabled them to conclude a peace 
on adiantagcous terms But assistance in war, to be effectual, must be 
timclj, and unless. applied while the scales bang nearly even, often comes 
loo late, and is found, not onl) to be useless, but even productive of 
deeper disappointment In the present case, tlie French brought those 
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supplies which the Peguers had long buoyed themselves with hopes of, 
at the unfortunate moment when the communication was cut off, when no 

m 

relief could be conveyed to them^ and all prospect of retrieving their dis- 
astrous fortunes had completely vanished. 

Mons. Dupliex, (Governor of Pondicherry, a man whose comprehensive 
mind perceived with clearness, whatever could benefit his nation, at this 
juncture deeply engaged in the important contest that was ultimately to 
detennine the sovereignty of the East, being aware oY the consequence of 
maintaining an influence in Pegue, had, notwithstanding the exigencies 
of his own situation, equipped two ships, the Galathie and Diligent, ves- 
sels of force, well manned and armed, and sent them, with a supply of 
* ^militaiy stores, to the assistance of the Peguers. Shortly after leaving 
Pondicherry, they separated ; the Galathie had a speedy passage, but 
owing to a fatal and frequent error of mistaking the mouth of the Sitang 
river, which is a few miles to the eastward, for that of Rangoon, she did 
not arrive at the bar until two days after Syriam had fallen into the hands 
of the Birmans. The boat, sent by the French commander to biing down 
a pilot, was immediately captured. Alompra being apprized of the cir- 
cumstance, ordered a pilot, in a country boat, to pioceed to the Galathie, 
and compelled Boumo, who was then under rigorous con^nement, to write 
to the Captain, encouraging him to proceed, and come up to Rangoon, 

assigning some fi-ivolous excuse for the delay of the Galathie s boat, which 

\ 

he was given to expect would meet him on^the way to town. The Captain 
imprudently bec^e the dupe of this artifice; he weighed, and stood 
in with a strong flood tide, which in a few hours earned him to Ran- 
goon, where the sudden seizure of his vessel prevented all possibility of 
retreat; the stores were brought on shore, and the consignments and 
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papers proved that these supphes were meant for the assistance of the 
Peguers, and directed to Bemga Della, and his brother Apporaza Alom- 
pra became so incensed, that he gave orders for the instant execution of 
Boumo, Martme, and the Captam and officers of the Galithi6 This san 
guinary mandate was obeyed with unrelenting promptitude, a few seamen 
and Lascars alone escaped, and these were preserved, for no other reason 
than to be rendered of use m the fiirther prosecution of the war, and sur- 
vned but to expcnence all the misenes of hopeless bondage 
The Ddigent tvas more fortunate , having separated fiom her consort, 
she met with adverse wmds, and ivas obliged to bear aivay for the Nico- 
bar Islands , this delay prevented her reachmg her intended port until six 
u eeLs subsequent to the disaster The caution of the Captam saved him 
from suifeting a similar fate , he got intelligence of the massacre of his 
countrymen m time to retire, and earned back news of the failure of the 
expedition, to Pondicherry, whence it was impossible to attempt the ex- 
tension of further succour to the unhappy Peguers 
The rage of the conqueror was, on this occasion, exhausted on the 
French Foreigners of other nations, who had been captured m Synam, 
were treated less ngorously, some who incurred his displeasure, and 
had reason to dread its effects, were dismissed with admomtions, and suf 
fered to depart Among these were a few English, who had not been 
able to withdraw from Synam, before it came into the enemy s possession 
The fall of Synam seems to have determined the fate of tlie Peguers , 
cut offfiom communication with the western countries of Dalla and Bassien, 
depmed of the navigation of the Rangoon mer and tlie Irraivaddy, and 
shut out from all foreign aid, their resources failed, and supplies by water 
could no longer reach them The Bago Miop, or Pegue river, extends a 
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very shoit distance to the north-north-east; the tide alone renders it navi- 
gable ; where that influence fails, it degenerates into a streamlet which issues 
from a range of hill's about forty miles above the city, lemarkable only for 
their noisome and destructive atmosphere. * 

Notwithstanding these discouragements, the Peguers prepared to sustain 
a siege in their capital, which was in a better state of defence than is com- 
mon in countries, where the science of war is so imperfectly understood. 
Situated on an extensive plain, Pegue was suriounded with a high and 
solid wall, flanked by small towers, and strengthened on each face by demi- 
bastions, equidistant; abroad ditch contained about three feet depth of 
water ; wells or reservoirs supplied the town ; the stupendous pagoda of 
* "Shoe Madeo, nearly centiical, built on an artificial eminence, and inclosed 
by a substantial wall of brick, served as a citadel, and afforded an enlarged 
view of the adjacent country. The extent, however, of the works, the troops 
necessary to defend them, and the number of inhabitants within the walls, 
operated to the disadvantage of the besieged, and aggravated the distresses 
they were shortly to endure. 

As soon as the rainy season subsided, and the country, which between 
Pegue and Syriam is low and swampy, had emerged from the inundations 
of the monsoon, Alompra ordered his General, Meinla-Meingoung, to ad- 
vance towards Pegue at the head of a body of troops. A few days after 
he followed in peison with his whole army: in four marches they reached 
the vicinity of the city, through a country laid waste and depopulated. 
Circumvallation is a favourite practice of warfare with the Birmans, and 
famine a weapon on which they repose the greatest reliance. Alompra pre- 
ferred these to the hazard of a repulse, in an attempt to storm , he invested 
Pegue 'with his army, and erected numerous stockades, at once to protect 
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hisown troops, and prevent communication with the country Tlius secured 
by his defences from surprize and sudden attacL, fearless of any extemaf 
enemy, and commandmg the navigation of the nver, he sat donm iti the 
month of January, 1 75 7, to ivait the slow, but certam effects of hunger and 
distress 

The fort of Pegue was occupied by the royal family and the principal 
nobles of the Taben nation Among the highest m ranL were Apporaza, 
brother of the lung, Chouparea, his son m law and nephew, and Talabaan, 
a general who, on former occasions, had been distmguished by rendenng 
his country signal services, and had raised himself by his valour to the 
first military honours of the state 

The Birmans, though supenor m numbers, persevered in the passive 
system of reduction, and were not to be allured from the protection of their 
slodLades Two months tlius elapsed in defensive inactivity The conse- 
quences, however, wore inevitable, want, and its sure concomitants, dis 
content and mutiny, began to rage withm the walls On this emergency 
the King summoned a councd of all his family and chieiiains after expa- 
tiating on the straits to wliicli they were reduced, and the hopelessness of 
relief, Jie declared his intention to sue for peace , and further, to propitiate 
the conqueror, h^ proposed sending to him his only unmarried daughter, 
as by such an act of homage alone he could expect to procure favourable 
terms Tins proposal was listened to with sorrowful acquiescence by all 
but Talabaan, who is said to have cherished a secret passion fpr the 
maiden , for in this countiy , young w omen of the highest rant arc not, after 
the manner of India, precluded from the sight and conversation of the 
other sex The cliief, with haught) indignation, reprobated the disgraceful 
sacnfice, mvcigliing against it in the sharpest terms, and concluded with 
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an offer to sally forth at the head of six hundred chosen followers, and 
either raise the siege, and procure an honourable peace, or peiish in the 
■attempt; provided, in the event of success, the King would piomise to 
bestow on him his daughter, as the reward of valour. 

Struck with the gallantry of this proposal, the King apparently assented, 
and the council broke up ; but Apporaza and the other chiefs, who long 
had beheld with jealousy the growing power and increasing fame of Tala- 
baan, remonstrated against the measure, as an act still more derogatoiy to 
their monarch, than yielding his' daughter as a peace offering to a sovereign 
potentate. The King, by these persuasions, was prevailed upon to retiact 
the conditions. Talabaan, irritated at his disappointment, took an oppor- 
tunity of leaving the fort at midnight, and with a few resolute attendants, 
forced his way in safety through the Birman camp ; he afteiwards crossed 
the Setang river, and mai’ched to Mondimaa, or Martaban, where his 
family resided. 

Two days after Talabaan had retired, the Pegue king, in pursuance of 
his first intention, wrote to Alompra, proposing peace on the terms which 

he had intimated to his council before the secession of his general. The 

\ 

Birman King readily accepted the offered pacification. A negotiation 

\ 

was opened, which terminated in an agreement, that the Pegue King should 
govern his country under the stipulation of doing homage to the Birman 
monarch; that the ancient boundary should be observed; and Prome, or 
Pee Miou, continue the frontier of the Pegue dominions to the north. A 
preliminary of these conditions was the surrender of the daughter of the 
Pegue monaich to the royal victor; Apporaza, her uncle, was appointed 
to convey her to the Birman camp, where they were received with music, 
feasting, and ever)^ demonstration of joy and amity. 
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Some days elapsed m feslive ceremonies, durmg which both the besiegers 
and besieged had frequent and almost uninterrupted intercourse , the guards 
on both sides relaxed in their vigilance, and small parties of Birmans found 
their way into the city, whilst the Peguers visited Jhe Birman camp with 
out molestation or inquiry Alompra who, it appears, had little intention 
of adhenng to the recent compact, privately introduced bodies of armed 
men, nfrh directions to secrete themselves within tlie city, until their 
services should be -required, arms and ammumtion were also comeyed 
and lodged in places of concealment Matters, however, were not ma- 
naged with such circumspection as to prevent discovery, Cliouparea, 
the hing s nephew, received mtimation of the meditated treadiery he 
instantly ordered the gates of the city to be closed, and having found ‘ 
out the repositones where the weapons were lodged^ and detected many 
Birmans in disguise, he gave directions to put to death every man of 
that nation who should be found within the walls, and opened a fire upon 
sucli part of the Birman camp as was most exposed io the artdleiy of 
the fort 

Hostilities now recommenced with exasperated fury, Apporaza with 
his rojal niece were detained in the Birman camp, tlie uncle under 
close confinement, whilst the lady was consigned to the guardians of the 
female apartments The Peguers havrag gained no accession to their 
strength, and added httle to their stores, dunng the short interval of 
-tranquillit), were not in a better condition tlian before to resist the cnem) 
The Birmans obsen cd the s) stem of warfare they at first adopted , so that 
in SIX wccLs, famme had again reduced the garrison to a deplorable state 
of wTctchcdncss and want , the most loathsome reptiles were eagcrl) sought 
after and devoured, and the clamours of the soldiers could no longer be 
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appeased. A few secret hoat'ds of grain were by chance discovered, and 
many more weie suspected to -exist; ^the crowd thronged tumultuously 
round the quarters of Chouparea, on whom, after the secession of Talabaan, 
and the imprisonment of Apporaza, the care of defending the fortress en- 
tirely devolved. In order to silence and satisfy those whom he could not re- 
strain,' he ordered a general search for grain, and -granted permission to the 
soldiers forcibly to enter whatever houses fell under suspicion. Tins licence 
was diligently improved, and the house of a near relation of the king was 
discoviered to contain more grain, than either the present situation of 
affairs or his own wants could justify. The deposit was demanded, and as 
resolutely )iefused. The crowd, authorized by the permission of Chouparea, 
proceeded to take by violence what was not to be obtained by entreaty ; 
a riot 'ensued, in which some lives were lost, and the prince was at length 
obhged to abandon his house, flepairing'to the royal residence, he uttered 
violent invectives against Chouparea, whom he accused to the king of har- 
bouring an intention .to deprive his sovereign of life, and seize upon the 
imperial throne ; and advised his -majesty rather to throw himself on the 
generosity e)f the besiegers^ and obtain the best terms practicable, than 
hazard the danger to which his person and kingdom were exposed from 
the perfidy of a faithless and powerful subject. The king, whose imbeci- 

9 

lity seems to have equalled his ill fortune, lent an ear to the eomplaints of 
a man stimulated by sudden rage, and personal jealousy ; the unhappy 
and distracted monarch lesolved to pursue his counsel; but being too 

timid openly to avow his weakness and suspicion, he sent secret proposals 

* 

to Alompra to surrender the city to him, stipulating for life alone, and 
leaving the rest to the discretion of the conqueror. According to the plan 
agreed on, the Birmans advanced to the gates, which were immediately 



58 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


deserted the Peguers Bed m the utmost panic , many escaped in the con 
fusion , the Pegue Jang ivas made prisoner, and the city given up to mdis 
criminate plunder 

Alompra, having thus triumphed over his natural enemy, and to all 
appearance, given a final blow to the Peguers, whoi ii ith their city, and 
their sovereign, lost the spirit of resistance, proceeded to bnng mto sub 
jection the countries to the eastward, mcludmg the fertile distncts situate 
between Pegue and tile Three Pagodas , which were the ancient boundaries 
of the Pegue and Siam, or Yoodra lerritones Talabaan had fled to Mar 
taban, where his influence was still considerable, and his enterpnzmg 
spirit rendered him an ehemy not to be despised This chief, on the ap- 
proach of Alompra, finding he had not force sufficient to oppose the 
Birmans, fled mto the woods, leaving behmd hun some of his lamily, and 
many persons nho were attached to his cause Alompra seized on these, 
and, conformably to the barbarous custom of nations of the East, the inno 
cent were condemned to suffer for the guilty the unfortunate Talabaan 
was summoned to surrender, and menaces of destruction, m case of re 
fiisal, were held out against such of his family and adherents as had fallen 
mto the conqueror’s power The danger to which Ins dearest connections 
thus became exposed, suppressed m Talabaan s mind all personal appre 
hension, he surrendered himself a iwluntary prisoner, to preserve those 
whom he loved more than fife When brought into the ro)'al presence, 
with unshaken but respectful resolution, he demanded tlic rclcnsc of his 
friends, and his own sentence Alompra, struck with such an instance of 
magnanimity, generously forgave him, and ordered the captives to be 
liberated He afterwards raised Talabaan to a distinguished station in his 
-own service, the duties of which he excnitcd dunng the reign of Alompra 
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A\ith strict -fidelity, although he was afterwards instiuitiental in exciting 
a rebellion against his successoi. 

- The English interests in India were at this time suspended in a doubtful 
scale; little could be spared from the coast of Coiomandel’ then the 
theatre of most important stmggles, to aid distant^ colonies, and support 
precarious projects; Negrais was in consequence neglected, though not 
yet abandoned. The Talien or Pegue government, by the surrender of 
their capital, being now extinct, it became necessary for foreigners to con- 
ciliate the new sovereign. Alompra had summoned Mr. Newton,* Resident " 
on the part of the East India Company at Negrais, to attend him at Piome. 
Mr. Newton deputed Ensign Lyster to the Birman chief, with presents, 
and instructions to obtain for the Company the settlement of Negrais, with 
certain immunities and privileges of trade. 

In puisuance of hi^ orders. Ensign Lyster left Negrais on the i^7th day 
of June, 1757, and proceeded in the Mary schooner as fai as Persaim, or 
Bassien, where he was detained until the 13th of July, waiting for a per- 
son named Antonio, a native descendant of a Portugueze family, who was 
employed by the Birman government in the capacity of inteipieter; and 
in consequence of that office, possessed some shaie of power and influence. 
This man was charged with the provision of boats, anc^ the safe conduct 
of the deputation. Matters being at length in readiness. Ensign Lyster 
with his attendants embarked on board four boats, ill equipped against 
the tempestuous and rainy weather which prevailed at that season of the 

* Mr. Brooke had* retired , and Captain Howe, who succeeded Mr. Brooke, had died, 
Mr Newton was only eventual Resident, A Mr. W. Roberts was intended for that charge. 
He, however, was killed at the siege of Madras ; and from that period Negrais was neglected. 
Mr. Brooke and Captain Howe had the reputation of being very honourable men. 
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jear Nearly at tlie same tnne, accounts reached Alompra that symp 
toms of disafiection had again been manifested fay the Cassayers, on 
the west bank of the Keen Duem Leaving tlie command of Rangoon, 
now considered the capital of the Pegue proimce, to a general named 
Namdeoda, ivilh a respectable force to check the Peguers, he departed 
from Rangoon m the middle of July On the 23d, Ensign Lyster, who 
had suffered great inconvenience from the want of a commodious boat, at 
this stormy season, met the long on his way up the nver, and was 
honoured with an audience on board the royal barge at which, though 
from circumstances, httle pomp of royalty could be displayed, yet his 
majesty assumed a lofty tone, boasted of his invmcible prowess, and enu- 
merated the royal captises of the Pegue family, who were led prisoners in ' 
his tram After asking several questions, he postponed the further dis 
mission of busmess to a future day, and directed Ensign Lyster to follow 
lilm On the 29th, the king halted at Loonzay* where the English deputy 
ivas honoured with a second admission to the royal presence At this 
conversation Alompra upbraided Ensign Lyster with the conduct of his 
countrymen, in giving encouragement and protection to the disaffected 
Peguers Having ordered presents of a trivial value to be presented, in 
return for those brought from Ncgtais, he referred the deputy to Antonio, 
and the Birman go\cmor of Persaim, for a ratification and final adjust 
ment of the treaty Being pressed in pomt of time, the king departed 
from Loonzay on the following morning, and left the delegate of the English 
factory to complete liis mission mth the Portugueze shawbundcr,* and the 
governor of the pro\ ince 

• ** Inicndant of ibo port.” ThU U a Mtatulman term, imilentood In ill the $ti port* 
of the Em It 1* called Actiwoon In the Birman langtuge 
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After some uiinecessaiy delay, said to be occasioned by the fraud and 
avarice of the' governor of Persaim, or more probably of Antonio the in- 
terpreter, an' instrument was formally executed, consisting of nine distinct 
articles. S^me valuable commercial immunities were by these ceded to 
the India Company, the island of Negrais was granted to them in perpe- 
tuity, together with a piece of ground opposite to the old town of Persaim, 

for the purpose of erecting a factory : in return for which, the Company 

/ 

engaged to pay an annual tribute, consisting of ordnance and military 
stores. A particular clause specified, that aid should be given to the 
Biraians against the king of Tavoy."^ 

/ This agreement, the conduct and completion of which seem to have 
been influenced by the undignified application of a bribe to the interme- 
diate agents, appears to have received the entire sanction and authority of 
the King Negrais, in conformity with the tenor of the compact, was 
continued in the possession of the English ; and on the 52d of August, 
1 757, Ensign Lyster measured the allotted portion of giound, on which 
the British colours were hoisted, and three vollies of small aims fired, to' 
solemnize the act of occupancy. 

Elated with success, Alompra returned to Monchaboo, now the seat of 
imperial government. After some months spent in enacting laws, and 
legulating the internal police of the 'kingdom, he took up arms against the 
Cassayers ; and proceeding up the Keen-Duem with a fleet of boats, laid 
waste the western bank, burning villages, and captuiing such of the inha- 
bitants as could not save themselves by flight. Having landed his troops, 

* Tavojr, now in possession of the Birmans, seems to have once been an independent prin- 
cipality, and was recognised as such by the English, in the year 1753. It probably owed its 
transitory independence to the wars that raged between the greater powers. 

G 
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) ear Nearly at the same tune, accounts reached Alompra that symp 
toms of disaffection had again been manifested by the Cassayers, on 
the west banL of the Keen Duem Leaving tlie command of Rangoon, 
now consideted the capital of the Pegue provmce, to a general named 
Namdeoda, with a respectable force to checL the Peguers, he departed 
from Rangoon m the middle of July On the 23d, Ensign Lyster, who 
had suffered great inconvenience from the want of a commodious boat, at 
this stormy season, met the Ling on his way up the nver, and was 
honoured with an audience on board the royal barge at which, though 
from circumstances, htde pomp of royalty could be displayed, yet his 
majesty assumed a lofty tone, boasted of his mvincible prowess, and enu- 
merated the royal captiies of the Pegue lamily, who were led prisoners m 
his tram After asking several questions, he postponed the limher dis 
cussion of business to a future day, and directed Ensign Lyster to follow 
him On the 29th, the king halted at Loonzay* where the English deputy 
was honoured with a second admission to the royal presence At this 
conversation Alompra upbraided Ensign Lyster with the conduct of his 
countrymen, m givmg encouragement and protection to the disaffected 
Peguers Having ordered presents of a trivial value to be presented, m 
return for those l?rought from Negtais, he referred the deputy to Antonio, 
and the Birman goiemor of Persaim, for a ratification and final adjust 
ment of the treaty Bcmg pressed in point of tune, the king departed 
from Loonzay on the following morning, and left the delegate of the English 
factory to complete Ins mission with tlie Portugueze shawbundcr,* and the 
gosemor of the proiince 

• ** Inlcndaat of the port Thli Fi 3 Mooolinan term, iindentood In all the lei-poiu 
of the Eait It It called Achwoon In the BImun language 
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After some imnecessaiy delay, said to be occasioned by the fraud and 

avarice of the^ governor of Persaim, or more probably of Antonio the in- 

/ 

tei-preter, an' instiument was formally executed, consisting of nine distinct 
articles. Some valuable commercial immunities were by these ceded to 
the India Company, the island of Negrais was granted to them in perpe- 
tuity, together with a piece of ground opposite to the old town of Persaim, 

I ^ 

for the purpose of erecting a factory : in return for which, the Company 
engaged to pay an annual tribute, consisting of ordnance and military 
stores. A particular clause specified, that aid should be given to the 
Biimans against the king of Tavoy.* 

/ 

' This agreement, the conduct and completion of which seem to have 
* been influenced by the undignified application of a bribe to the interme- 
diate agents, appears to have received the entire sanction and authority of 
the King Negrais, in conformity with the tenor of the compact, was 
continued in the possession of the English; and on the of August, 
1 757, Ensign Lyster measured the allotted portion of giound, on which 
the British colours were hoisted, and three vollies of small ai ms fired, to' 
solemnize the act of occupancy. 

Elated with success, Alompra returned to Monchaboo, now the seat of 
imperial goveinment. After some months spent in enacting laws, and 
regulating the internal police of the 'kingdom, he took up arms against the 
Cassayers ; and proceeding up the Keen-Duem with a fleet of boats, laid 
waste the western bank, burning villages, and captuiing such of the inha- 
bitants as could not save themselves by flight. Having landed his troops, 

* Tavoy, now in possession of the Birmans, seems to have once been an independent prin- 
cipality, and was recognised as such by the English, in the year 1753. It probably owed its 
transitory independence to the wars that raged between the greater powers. 

G 
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he was preparing to advance to Munnepoora, the capital of Gassay, when 
information amved that the Peguers had revolted, and, m their attempts 
to tlirow off the yoke, had defeated Namdeoda , and met with such success, 
as threatened the loss of those temtones which his valour had lately 
acquired This mteihgence induced him to abandon his viens to the west- 
ward of the Keen Duem, and return expeditiously to the southern pro 
vmces 

It was supposed by the Birmans, and perhaps not without good grounds, 
that this insurrection of the Peguers, after the departure of Alompra, 
sprung not less from the instigation of others, than from their oivn natural 
desuo of emancipation Crowds of fugitives had fled from tlie fury of the 
Birmans, and taken shelter in the Siam country, some had settled on the 
east borders of the Sitang nver, others found an asylum in the province 
of Afartaban, and many wandered, with their families and flocks, o\er 
uncultivated plains, and through deep forests, without any fixed abode, or 
other prerercnee of a place, than as it aflbrded them protection from their 
persecutors, and pasturage foP their cattle 

The absence of Alompra was deemed a favourable juncture to make the 
attempt, and the Siamese were not unlikely to encourage the undertaking 
The Peguers in the neighbourhood of Dalla and Rangoon rose suddenly, 
massacred many of the Birmans, and engaging Namdeoda, beat him in a 
pitched battle This general after his defeat fled to Henzada, whilst Ran 
goon, Dalla, and Sy nom, again expcnenccd a temporary change of masters 
Nor were the English at Ncgrais exempt from suspicion of being instru 
menni in bringing about this insurrection , no acts of publicity, however, 
have, on an) occasion, been established against them love of gam might 
have prompted individuals privately to sell arms and ammunition to the 
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Peguers ; and these transactions, if such did take place, were piobably re- 
presented to the Birman monarch as instances of national perfidy ; and 
the English described as a people hostile to his government, and conspir- 
ing to effect its overthrow. 

The news of Alompra’s approach dissipated this tiansfent gleam of suc- 
cess; Namdeoda, leinforced by tioops and supplies from the northward, 
collected his followers at, Henzada;, and marched towards Rangoon. The 
array of the Peguers was encamped a little above the*city, and their boats 
AVere drawn up to defend the stockade on the side of the river. An irre- 
gular, but seveie engagement ensued, which terminated in the overthrow 
of the Peguers : the Biimans again obtained possession of the city of Ran- 
goon; Dalla and Syriam fell in couise; and the ariival of Alompra soon 

after, finally crushed an insurrection, which at first was attended with 

> ' ^ 

formidable appearances. 

About this time Mr. Whitehill, whose conduct on former occasions had 
given so much umbrage to the Birman chief, either supposing that the 
transactions were forgotten, or that he should be able to justify the part 
he had acted, revisited Rarigoon in a small vessel, dadeii with such com- 
modities as were suited to the market. Whatever might have been the 
motives of his return, he was mistaken in the consequences. Alompra 
being apprised of his arrival, ordered the vessel to be seized, and Mr. 
Whitehill made prisoner, die .was sent up in close confinement to Prome, 
where he met the King returning from Monchaboo : the despot on this 

occasion displayed unexpected moderation ; he spared the life of his pri- 

♦ 

soner, but compelled him to pay a heavy ransom ; his property also was 
confiscated, together with the vessel that conveyed him. Sometime after- 
wards he was permitted lo depart in a Dutcli ship. 
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The affairs of the British government m India were by no means in such 
a state of prospenty, as to allow of sendmg the supplies that were neces- 
sary for the effectual support of the settlement of Negrais Every nerve 
u'as on the stretch to mamtam, m the Carnatic, the claims of Mahonuned 
Ally, against the French , it was therefore deemed expedient, for the pre- 
sent, to withdraw the settlers from Negrais Captain Neivton was accord- 
mgly recalled, and reached Bengal on the 14 th of May, 1759, with thirty 
five Europeans, and seventy natives, havmg left a few persons to tale 
care of the teak timbers, and matenals for ship building, that could 
not conveniently be removed, and to preserve the nght of possession, in 
case it should be determined at any future period to re-establish the 
settlement 

The tragical catastrophe that followed, presents us with an instance of 
the sangumary and cruel disposition that jealousy inspires, when rival 
interests are to be mamtained by the arts of policy and fraud, rather than 
by open force of arms The Aimemans, the Jews of the East, a description 
of men subtle, faithless, and indefatigable, whose industry is usually 
seconded by a competent capacity, beheld with a malignant eye, the pro 
gress of European colonies, threatening the annihilation of that influence 
which they had ^supported for a long senes of yean, in the administra 
tion both of the Pcgue and Birman governments Amongst these, Coga 
Pochas, and Coga Gregory, are represented to Iiave been conspicuously 
active in their efforts to defeat the Mews, and depreciate the credit of the 
English , the latter, in particular, who had obtained a considerable office, 
and earned some weight m the councils ofAlompra, especially in what 
related to strangers, as soon as the affairs of the French were ruined 
beyond Tederaption, adopted the policy of attadung to him the few French 
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men whom Alompra had spared, in order to render them instrumental to 
the destruction of the English^ who were now the favoured nation. 
Laveene, the youth before-mentioned as left at Dagon by Boumd, an hos- 
tage for his fidelity, instead of falling the victim of retaliation; had been 
kindly treated by the conqueror, who, pleased with his appearance and 
vivacity, early promoted him to a commission in the guards that attended 
on his person. The young man is said to have imbibed the strongest pre- 
judices of his nation against the English ; and in him,’Coga Gregory found 
an apt instrument to execute his purposes. 

Soon after the return of Captain Newton, with his party, the govern* 
ment of Bengal thought proper to send Mr. Southby to Negrais, to take 
care of the timbers and shipping materials collected there for the use of 
the Company, and to retain possession of the settlement. The Victoria 
snow, Alves master, was dispatched on this service, with oiders to convey 
Mr. Southby to Negrais. During her passage, the snow suffered severely 
from a violent gale of wind ; on the 4 th of October she anchored in the 
harbour of Negrais, in a very shattered and distressed condition : happily 
for her, the Shaftesbury East Indiaman. was at this time in the harbour, 

^ f ^ 

having put into Negrais for the purpose of piocuring a supply of provisions 
and water. 

* o 

Mr. Southby disembarked on the evening of his arrival, and next day 
landed his baggage. Antonio, the interpreter, of whom mention has 
already been made, came down to Negiais to meet him, and being a 
man of some official importance, was treated with civility and attention 
by Mr. Hope, at this time in^ the temporary charge of the settlement ; as 
well as by Mr. Southby, the new Resident. The pretext for the journey 
was, to deliver a letter to the English chief, from the King; this letter. 
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ho^\eier, was a forgery, to give plausibility to the visit, and afford 
an opportunity of carrying into execution the homd plot inth which he 
was entrusted 

The address and secrecy with which the intended^ massacre was con 
certed, gave no room for talang any precaution Antonio, who had paid 
a visit to Mr Southby on the morning of the 6th, was mvited by hun to 
dinner on the same day, at a temporary building belonging to the English 
VViulst the entertainment was serving up, the treacherous guest withdrew 
At that instant a number of armed Birmans rushed mlo the room, and put 
Messrs Southby and Hope to death this transaction took place in an 
upper apartment Messrs Robertson and Bnggs happened to be below, 
n ith eight Europeans of infenor note , a separate attack iv as made on these ' 
by another set of assassins, m which five Europeans nere slam, the rest, 
wth Mr Robertson and Mr Bnggs, shut themselves in a godown, or 
store room, where they contmued on the defensive until the afternoon, 
i\hen, receivmg a solemn assurance that their lives should be spared, they 
surrendered, and expenenced the utmost brutality of treatment from the 
murderers Mr Bnggs bemg wounded, and unable to move nith the 
alertness required oflum, uas knocked down, and a penod put to lus suf 
fenngs by having a spear run through his bod) , the rest nere escorted to 
tile u-atcr side, uhere Antonio, uho liad retired when the massacre com 
mcnccd, sm waiting with a boat to rccavc them This fellow had the 
iiumanil) to unchain the prisoners, and pursued his journey with them to 
Dagon or Rangoon, uhcrc he expected to find the King, and doubtless to 
rccenc a rcuard for the mentonous part he had acted 

A midshipman, of the creu of the Siiaftcsbury, was about to enter the 
Itousc when the sbughtcr commenced, but on licanng the cncs of lux 
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countrymen, and perceiving the danger, he fled to the water side, wounded 
by a spear that as cast at him in his retreat. The Shaftesbury’s pinnace 
brought a'way (he midshipman, with several black people belonging to the 
settlement; the fuiy of the muidcieis being indiscriminately levelled 
against Einopeans, and iheiiTndian attendants. The long boat also, that 
had brought on slioie some of Mi. Southby’s baggage, was fortunate 
enough to push off before the Birmans could get possession of her, and 
letting the ensign fly with the Union downwards, gave intimation to the 
ship, by that token, of some unexpected mischance. 

The Birmans thus becoming masters of the fortified works, and having 
dispersed or put to death all the settleis, turned the guns of the battery, 
nine in number, against the Shaftesbuiy. In the performance of this ser- 
vice, Laveene, the Fienchman, was conspicuously active; indeed, the 
whole of this diabolic assassination seems to have been executed under his 
diiection: it was afterwards ascertained, that when the English were sur- 
prised, and overpowered by the Biimans, this man mshed into the works 
at the head of a body of banditti, and compleated the slaughter. The precision 
with which the guns were pointed sufliciently demonstrated, that he who 
had the management, was not deficient in the art of gunnery. The Shaftes- 
bury returned the fire, but suffeied considerably from tha^ of the enemy; 
the second officei was killed, the running rigging damaged, and nine* shots 
received between wind and water ; many of the Birmans are said to have 
fallen by the fire from the ship : the action continued till d^rk, and was 
renewed next morping on the part of the enemy. The Shaftesbury baving 
unmoored in the night, weighed at day light, and dropped down with the 
ebb to the mouth of the harbour, where, beyond the range of shot, she 
rode secure : the Victoria snow followed her example. 
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On the 16lh of October, 1759, the Shaftesbury sailed, and the Victoria 
proceeded to Diamond island to procure water and ballast, whdst they 
were at fhis place a small vessel was perceived standmg into the harbour of 
Negrais, Captam Alves humanely sent to warn her of the danger, but be- 
fore the intelligence could reach her, she had cast anchor within the harbour 
It does not however appear, that the Birmans had any intention of domg fur- 

o 

ther mischief, they contended themselves with setting fire to the place, and 
abandoned it on thS mght that the vessel amved In a few days Captain 
Alves returned from Diamond island to Negrais ventunng on shore, he ivas 
shocked at the sight of the unbuned and mangled bodies of his unhappy 
countrymen Amongst these he recognized the remains of Messrs Southby, 
Hope, and Bnggs , the bodies of near 100 natives, who had been attaclied ' 
to the settlement m various capacities, lay scattered around , the boats, 
buildings, gun carnages, and every thing combustible, were consumed, ex- 
cept the teak timbers belonging to the Company, which would not easily 
take fire, and were too heavy to be removed Some Birman boats appealing 
in sight, Captain Alves thought it most prudent to depart, he accordingly 
weighed anchor, and leaving the shore that had proved so fatal to his 
fhends, prosecuted lus voyage to Bengal, where he amved on the 10th of 
November, 1759 

After so many proofs of a fnendly disposition, the assurances given to 
Captain Baker, and the compact concluded with Ensign Lyster, it is rea 
sonable to suppose that some atts of hostility, not thoroughly explained, 
must has c been committed, or that scry plausible misrepresentations must 
bale been used, to excite the Birman monarch to take such sanguinary 
rmcngc. That Gregory, the Armenian, was the principal instigator, is a 
fact of which no natwc of the country, who remembers the transaction. 
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entertains the smallest doubt, as well as that Laveene was the agent and 
instrument of execution. It is said, that the former accused Mr. Hope, who 
commanded after the departme of Lieutenant Newton, of having’supplied 
the Peguers with piovisions, and sold to them four or five hundred musquets ; 
that he had taken pains to instil into his Majesty’s mind, a persuasion that 
the English were a designing and dangerous people ; who, having acquired 
Indian territory, first by fraud, and afterwards by violence, meditated the 
practice of similar treachery upon them ; and only waited a fit opportu- 
nity to wrest from him his empire, and enslave his subjects, as they had 
recently done in the instance of the unsuspecting and abused Mogul. He 
also added, that the Governor of Negrais prevented vessels from going up 
to Bassien, by which the royal revenue was defrauded. These aiguments, 
whether groundless or founded, were sufficiently plausible to produce.the 
desired effect ; and there is but too much reason to think, that some pro- 
vocation had been given, though perhaps of a trivial natuie, and certainly 
not sufficient to warrant a step unjustifiable by every law, human and 
divine. 

When Alompra, after returning from the Cassay country, found his 
presence required in the southern provinces, he left his eldest son, Nam- 
dogee Pi aw, to govern Monchaboo during his absence; and attended by 
his second son, Shembuan Praw, and the female part of his family, pio- 
ceeded on his expedition to Tavoy, a sea port on the eastern coast of the 
gulph ofMaitaban, which had been wrested from the Siamese by the Bii- 
mans. Many Peguers had taken refuge there fiom the persecution they 
expel ienced in the districts of Dalla, Rangoon, Pegue, and Tallowmeou. 
Encouraged by the first successes of the insurgents, and secretly instigated 
by the Siamese, the Biiman commandant threw ojBf his allegiance, and 

H 
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declared himself independent Alompra sent a large detachment by land, 
under Meinla Raja, against Tavoy, also a considerable maniime force to 
act in concert, commanded by Namdeoda The previous defeat of the 
Peguers at Rangoon, had tended to dishearten the rebels Wlien Meinla 
Raja had advanced as far as Killegoung, within onedays march of Tavo), 
the Commandant came out in a suppheatmg form to meet him, and sur- 
rendered without any stipulation he was afterwards put to death by- 
order of Alompra 

After the junction of the forces under Meinla Raja and Namdeoda, 
Alompra sent his women, and the younger part of his family, bach to 
Monchaboo, and accompamed by Shembuan Praw, jomed the army at 
Tavoy Havmg now a formidable force collected and embodied, he de , 
tennined to chastise the Siamese for the encouragement they had given to 
his rebellious subjects he accused them of afibrdrag protection to delm- 
quents and fugitives, and of secretly abetting the Peguers in all their hostile 
machinations against his authority Under this plea, he ordered the fleet 
to sail to Mergui, a sea port belonging to the Siamese, situated south of 
Tavoy, whilst the army advanced by land Merguf, being ill fortified, was 
easily taken Leavmg a garrison for its defence, the Birmans marched 
against Tenasserem, a large and populous toivn, surrounded by a waR 
and stockade, notwithstanding which it made but a feeble resistance. 

These conquests being achieved, Alompra determined to cross the pc 
ninsula, and carry the ivar into the heart of the enemy s country After 
a very short halt at Tenasserem, he undertook an expedition against the 
capital of Snm The enemy impeded his progress by harrassing his 
troops, and cndcaiounng to distress lum m his rente, without \cntunng on 
a dccisire action. A month elapsed before he reached the vicmity of the 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


51 


metropolis, which was well prepared to sustain a vigorous siege. Provi- 
dence, however, interposed ; and by abridging the days of the conqueror, 
in all probability saved the Siamese from total destruction. Two days 
after the Birman army had elected their stockades, Alompra was taken ill 
of a disease, which in the event proved mortal ; the natives call it Taungnaa, 
and describe it as a species of scrophula. On the first attack, Alompra 
foresaw that his end was drawing nigh. He gave orders for an inimediate 
retreat, in the expectation of reaching his capital alive ; .and of being able to 
settle the succession, and adjust the a^ire of his empire in such a manner, 
as to avert the calamities of civil discord after his decease. On his return, 
he did not pursue the route by which he had advanced, but took a direct 
road by the way of Keintubbien, and the Three Pagodas, which are consi- 
deied as the boundaries between the Yoodra (or Siam proper), and Birman 
countries. His intentions, however, were fi'ustrated ; the approaches of 
mortality were too rapid ; he grew worse ; and death overtook him within 
two day’s march of Martaban, where he expired about the 15 th of May, 
1 760, and carried with him to the grave the regrets of his people, to whom 
he ^was justly endeared. 

Considering the limited progress that the Birmans had yet made, in arts 

s 

that refine, and science, that tends to expand the human mind, Alompia, 
whether viewed in the light of a politician, or soldier,* is undoubtedly 
entitled to respect. The wisdom of his councils secured what his valour 
had acquired : he was not more' eager for conquest, than attentive to the 
improvement of his territories, and the prosperity of his people ; he issued 
a severe edict against gambling, and prohibited the use of spirituous 
liquors throughout his dominions ; he reformed the Rhooms, or courts of 
justice ; he abridged the power of magistrates, and forbad them to decide 
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at their private homes on cnminal causes, or property, where the amount 
exceeded a specified sum , every process of importance was decided in 
public, and every decree registered His reign was short, but \ igorous , and 
had his hfe been prolonged, it is probable, that his country iiould at this 
day have been farther advanced m national refinement, and the liberal 
arts 

Alom^ra did not live to complete his fiftieth year his person exceeded, 
the middle size, strong, and well proportioned , his features were coarse, 
his complexion dark, and lus countenance saturnine there was a dignity 
in his deportment that became his high station In his temper, he is said 
to have been prone to anger, irt revenge, implacable, and in punishmg 
faults, remorseless and severe The latter part of his character may per- < 
haps have arisen, as much from the necessities of his situation, as from a 
disposition by nature cruel He who acquires a throne tlirough an act of 
individual boldness, is commonly obliged to maintain it by terror the 
nght of assumption is guarded nilh more jealousy than that of prescnp 
tion If ne except the last act of seventy towards the English settlers, his- 
conduct on most other occasions, seemed to be marked by moderation and 
forbearance , e\ cn m that one disgraceful instance, he appeared to have 
been instigated b) the persuasions of others, rather than by the dictates- 
of a vindicliie mind, and it fs manifest, from the expressions of his suc- 
cessor on a public occasion, that it never svas lus intention to consign 
the innocent, iMth the supposed guilty, to the same indiscnmuiatc and 
sanguinary fate 

Be the pnvatc character of Alompra what it may, fits heroic actions 
give him an indisputable clami to no mean rank among the most distin 
guishcd personages in the page of luslory his firmness emancipated a 
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whole nation from servitude ; and, inspired by his bravery, the oppressed, 
in theii tuni, subdued their oppressors. Like the deliverer of Sweden, 
with' his gallant band of Dalecarlians, he fought for that which ejcperience 
tells us, louses the human breast above every other stimulant, to deeds of 
daring valour. Private injuries, pcisonal animosities, commercial emula- 
tion, Avars of regal policy, arc petty provocations, compared to that which 
animates the resentment of a nation whose liberties aie assailed, whose 
right to govern themselves is wrested fiom them, and who are forced to 
bend beneath the tymnny of a foreign yoke. 

The decease of an eastern monaiclu commonly serves as a beacon to light 
up the flame of civil discord. 7'hc Icttci of the Biiman law immutably 
, vests the right of succession in the hciis male. Laws, however, in all 
countries, are made subservient to powei. Neithei the mandates of law, 
nor the claims of equity, can curb the career of lestless ambition. Shem- 
buan, the second son of the late king, who was with the aimy at the time 
of lus fathei ’s demise, endeavoured to influence the troops in his favour. 
Having gained ovei a part, he issued a proclamation, declaratory of his 
right to the throne, on tlie giounds, that Alompra had nominated him to 
be his successor, on his death bed. In this step he was premature, and his 
measures were ill concerted. The ardour of youth seems to have blinded 
the prince to the dictates of piudencc, as w'ell as to the duly and allegiance 
he owed his elder brother, and lawful sovereign. He soon found that he 
had been deceived, that his followeis Avere not finn in his interest, and 
even if they had been sincere, were not sufficiently powerful to support his 
pretensions; he tkerefoie hastened to repair his eiror by timely submis- 
sion, which his brother, through the intercession of their mothei , was pre- 
vailed on to accept. Shortly after, Shembuan was restored to favour, and 
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no mention u made of his ever attempting s second tune to disturb the 
government of his brother 

Namdogee Praw, although his brother s designs were frustrated, found in 
a less dignified subject, a still more dangerous competitor A rebelhon 
that bore a senous aspect, was planned and executed by a person of supe- 
rior capacity Meinla Raja, sumamed Nuttoon, a general, high m the good 
graces' oPthe deceased monarch, commanded the rear of the army that was 
rctummg from Siam, Namdogee had always harboured an enmity towards 
this man, who, sensible that he could expect no protection against the 
resentment of a vmdictrve despot, and possessmg a considerable share of 
populanty, determined to contend for empire tilth his new sovereign 
When certain intelligence arrived of the actual decease of Alompra, in- , 
stead of proceeding to Rangoon, where boats were provided to transport 
the army up the Irrawaddy, he marched wth the utmost expedition, at the 
head of the division of the army under his command, to Tongho, and took 
possession of that fort, which is accounted the strongest in the Birman 
empire. Encouraged by the alaenty with which the soldiers espoused 
his cause, and anxious to push his rising fortunes, he left a garrison in 
the fort, and advanced by forced marches towards the capital as he 
approached his party strengthened, and the fortifications of Ava were 
surrendered to hun without resistance. 

Namdogee Praw ■was at this tune at Monchaboo, making levies to 
oppose the insuigenls Affairs, however, were not yet in a slate of 
sufficient forwaidness to enable him to take the field, as he placed his 
cliief reliance on the amval of the loyal division of the army that had 
embarked, and were on the way from Rangoon, but the progress they 
made against a rapid stream 'was slow, in comparison to the celcnty 
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of a bold adventurer, whose success depended on his expedition and 
promptitude. 

The distance from Rangoon to Monchaboo, by the Irrawaddy, is about 
500 miles. In tiic months of June, July, and August, the river, which, 
in the hot and dry season, like the Ganges, winds over its sandy bed a 
slow and sluggish stream, as soon as the mountain torrents fall,' swells 
over the summits of its banks, inundates the adjacent country,.and rolls 
down an impetuous current, unchecked till it approaches the sea, and is 
repelled by die inlluencc of the flowing tide. Such violence would be in- 
suiniountablc, and the navigation of the river during this period impracti- 
cable, weic it not counteracted by the strength of the south-west monsoon, 

, Assisted by this v ind, and cautiously keeping within the eddies of the 
banks, the Binnan boats use their sails, and frequently make a more expe- 
ditious passage at this, than at any other season of the year. 

The division of the aimy that embarked at Rangoon reached Chagaing, 
a large fortified town on the west bank of the Irrawaddy, opposite to Ava, 
shoitly after the latter city had fallen into the hands of Nuttoon; whom 
the breadth of the river, and a ivant of boats, prevented from taking any 
effectual measures to oppose the junction of this detachment with the 
royal standard, Namdogee Praw, when advised of their approach, marched 

s 

down from Monchaboo with the troops and boats that hiM been collected. 
Strengthened by this union, the King s force considerably exceeded that 
of the rebel general; especially as the numerous fleet that commanded 
the river, not only secured the safe embarkation, and landing of men and 
stores, but likewise cut off all supplies by that channel from the enemy. 
These disadvantages depressed the spirits of Nuttoon’s adheients. A 
party of Namdogee Praw’s forces having crossed the river, an irregular 
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action took place, which ended so little in favour of the adventurer, that 
he threw himself into the fort of Ava, and no longer able to keep the 
field, pr^ared to act a defensive part, relying on the amval of succours 
from Siam, a quarter to which he had applied with earnest sohcitation 
These occurrences occupied little more than two months, from the 
middle of May, the date of Alompras decease, to the end of July, about 
which tune the engagement happened that obliged Nuttoon to withdraw 
from the field, and seek secunty in the ivalls of Ava 

Whatever might have been their mclmation, the English settlements of 
India were not, at tins juncture, in circumstances to revenge the murder 
of their servants, and exact retnbution for the insult offered to their flag 
Perhaps, also, they were not ignorant, that a discussion of the causes might ^ 
only produce useless explanations a conjecture that is in some degree cor 
roborated, by there bemg no steps taken at any subsequent period, when 
the Bntish superiority m Asia had crushed all nvaJry, to vmdicate the 
national honour, and chastize the perpetrators of the cruelty, humamty, 
however, urged some interference in order to oblam the release of the few 
survivors, who, on the destruction of Ncgrais, bad been carried mto capti- 
v It) Policy also rendered it expedient, to avoid an irreconcilable breach 
with the Birmans, as tending to give the French interests an ascendancy 
in that quarter, •’and enable them to gam a firmer fooling, m a country 
whose manlimc adv'antages, and contiguity to our possessions, might 
alTord them opportunities hereafter to disturb our Iranquillit), and molest 
our trade 

Captain Alves, wlio in the proceeding year had conveyed Mr Soutliby 
to Negrais, and brought back news of the fate of the settlers, was selected 
to return as the bearer of conahalory letters, and presents to the Birman 
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monarch, from Mr. Holwelf governor of Bengal, and Mr. Pigot, governor 
of Madras. These letters appear to have been couched in teims of solici- 
tation, rather than resentment ; the liberation of the Englishmen tTiat were 
cariied into confinement, was the piincipal request ; to which a desiie was 
added, that the vessel and property belonging to Mr Whitehill, , confis- 
cated by order of Alompra, should be restored. Mr. Pigott’s letter, how- 
ever, went farther, and intimated expectation that the murderers of the 
English settlers should be brought to punishment ; a requisition that was 
little attended to, and which the British government of India never mani- 
fested any inclination to enforce. 

Pursuant to his instructions. Captain Alves sailed from Madras, on the 
» 10th of May, 1760; instead of proceeding diiect to Negrais, he shaped his 
course to the island of Carnicobar, from whence he sent a letter by a Dutch 
ship to Gregory the Armenian, who held the ofiice of Shawbunder, or 
Ackawoon of Rangoon, acquainting him of his mission, and intreatmg his 
good offices with the Birman monarch, to procure the release of the 
English prisoners ; at the same time conciliating him by a present of such 
articles as he conceived would be most acceptable. 

On the 5th of June, Captain Alves reached Diamond Island, but de- 
clined entering the harbour of Negrais until he could ascertain the disposi- 
tion of the natives towards the English, which, after the recent catastrophe, 
theie was room to suspect. His doubts being removed, he sent an officer 
up to Persaim, with a letter to Antony, the Portuguese superintendant, 

who on receipt of it came down, as a mark of respect, to meet the Eng- 

% 

lish deputy, at a chokey or guard-house, near Negrais. Captain Alves 
dissembling his knowledge of the part which Antony had acted in the late 
affair, received his visitor with apparent cordiality, wliilst the other took 

I 
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no small pains to convince him that he was guiltless Afters short resi- 
dence at PcTsaun, Captam Alves received a very friendly letter fienj 
Mungai'Narrataii, a relation of the royal family, and vested with the 
office of Wayivoon, or V iceroy of Pegue, invitmg him to Rangoon , desiring 
him at the same time to bnng with him the presents intended for the Kmg 
This invitation Captain Alves thought it prudent to accept , and on the 
5 th of August arrived at Rangoon, where he was received with sufficient 
politeness by the Viceroy, and made acquainted with the rebelhon of 
Nuttoon, and the deranged state of pubhc aflairs at the capital 

Mr Robertson, and the soldiers who had escaped the massacre at 
Ncgrais, were at Rangoon when Captam Alves arrived, and, though under 
restraint, were by no means treated with harshness Captain Alves soli- ' 
ated their discharge from the Viceroy, who, though he could not grant 
the request without speaal authority from tlie Kmg, yet consented that 
Mr Robertson should accompany Captam Alies back to Persaim, and 
added, that tliere was httle doubt of procunng a general release In the 
course of this commumcation, the Viceroy gaie Captain Alves solemn 
assurances that Gregory the Armeman, by his misrepresentations and 
artifice, iras the pnnapal instigator of the tragical scene at Negrais, 
and that Laveene, who was in league with Gregory, iras the person to 
whom the execution of the act had been committed, intmiating also 
that he himself, through the intrigues of these men, had incurred the 
ditpleisure of the King, on account of his manifest attaclimcnt to the 
English nation 

c 

Captam Alves continued at Rangoon no longer than was necessary ho 
left It on tlic 9th of August, the Afayivoon having prcMOUsly received 
from him the presents intended for the Birman monarch An olficer 
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belonging fo the provincial court accompanied Captain Alves back to 
Persaim. 

Captain Alves expecting to receive a summons to attend the golden 
feet, v^^as making preparation for his journey, when Gregory the Arme- 
nian returned from Monchaboo^ whither he had jDroceeded with all expe- 

t 

dition on receipt of the letter which Captain Alves had written from 
Carnicobar. His zeal on this occasion was prompted by a desire to 
prevent, if possible, any amicable airangement; or, in* case he should fail 
in that view, to make himself of personal consequence, from being the 
ostensible mediator and instrument of reconciliation. 

On receiving intelligence of the expected arrival of an authorized agent 
from the British goverment, Namdogee-Praw directed Gregory to return to 
Persaim, and dispatched along with him a Birman officer as the bearer of 
an order to Captain Alves, commanding him to repair to the royal pre- 
sence. In the translation which Gregory, as interpreter, delivered to 
Captain Alves, the crafty Armenian introduced passages favourable to 
himself, attributing the obtainment of any attention, to his intercession : 
these interpolations were fabricated, as the imperial mandate did not even 
mention the name of Gregory. 

The terms in which the royal order was expressed, encouraged Captain 
Alves to undertake the journey ; he accordingly left Persaim on the 5^d 
of August, accompanied by Antonio the Portuguese, Gregory, and two 
Birman officers. The unsettled state of the country subjected him to 
several unpleasant interruptions; his boat, during the course of the 
voyage, was frequently searched, with the excuse of looking for contraband 
commodities, and many articles were earned away under vai'ious fraudu- 
lent pretences. 
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On the 2Sd of August, Captam Alves reached Chagatug, at this tune 
the head quarters of the Birman King, who with a numerous army was 
besieging the rebel general m Ava , on the 2Sd he was honoured mth an 
audience, to deliver his credentials The letters from the Governors of 
Madras and Bengal were translated mto the Persian, Portuguese, and Bir- 
man languages , and the different versions carefully collated His majesty 
expressed his surprize that the Governor of Madras should demand satisfac- 
tion for consequences, which the misconduct of their own servants had draivn 
upon themselves , that the disaster of Mr Southby, was an accident which 
could not be foreseen or guarded against atthesametimelie used a forcible 
metaphor, “ for, says the Birman King, *“ I suppose you have seen that 
“ in this country, m the net season, there grows so mucli useless grass, r 
“ and weeds m tlie fields, that in dry weather we are forced to bum them 
“ to clear the ground it sometimes happens there are salubrious herbs 
“ amongst these noxious weeds, and grass, nhicli, as they cannot easily be 
“ distmgiushed, are mdiscnminately consumed nitli the others, thus it 
“ happened to be the new Governors lot Compensation for Mr White 
hills property, that had been confiscated, and restitution of the vessel, 
were peremptorily refused, for the alleged reason, that Mr Whitcliill and 
the Governor of Negrais were tlic aggressors lus majesty was pleased to 
agree, that the property of the East India Company should be restored. 
Havmg given an order for the release of all English subjects that were 
prisoners in his dommions, he desired that two of the most prudent should 
remain to tabc care of the timbers, and reside at Pcrsaim, where he con 
sented to give the Company a grant of as much ground as they miglit 
have occasion to occupy, under the stipulation that their chief settlement 
• Journal of Captain Alrc*, reconJed In the Bengal Proceeding! 
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should be at Persaim, and not at Negrais. He assigned as a reason, that at 
Negrais, they would be exposed to the depredations of the French, or any 
other nation with whom the English might be at war, without ^a possibi- 
lity of his extending that protection to them he wished ; but of which 
they could always have the full benefit at Persaim. In requital for these 
concessions, his majesty intimated his expectation of a regular supply of 
arms and ammunition from the English settlements, together with several 
other products of a useful nature, to all which Captain Alves prudently 
returned a conditional acquiescence. 

During these confeiences, explanations took place which created at court, 
suspicion of the fidelity of Gregory, in his capacity of interpreter : a minute 
investigation lost him the confidence of his master, and had nearly caused 
the forfeit of his life. His disgrace was sudden, public, and ignominious. 

On the 57th of September, Captain Alves attended in company with 
the gi’eat officers of state, and the principal nobility, to pay his respects at 
the golden feet, as is the custom on the annual feast of Sandenguit. On 
this day the King desired Captain Alves to request whatever mark of 
favour he thought proper, with an assurance that it should be granted to 
him. The freedom of all the English subjects having been alieady pro- 
cured, Captain Alves humanely intreated the emancipation of three 
Dutchmen, who had been captured by Alompra duiing^his expedition to 
the Siam country. In compliance with his desire, an order was imme- 
diately issued for their release. 

The distracted and critical state of public affaiis necessarily weakened 
the hand of power, and diminished the authority of the King. That rigid 
severity of police, which characterizes the Birman government, became re- 
laxed, and illicit exactions were imposed and levied, by inferior ofiicers, with 
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little dread of pumshment CaptamAlves expenenced m hiaown person the 
inconvenience which an individual, at such a juncture, may eiqiect to sufier 
Under frivolous pretences his hnal dismission ^vas protracted, nor could 
he procure the promised answers to the letters of the Governor of Bengal 
and Madras, imtil he had paid fees to certam ofhcers of government, who 
tool advantage of the times, to extort unauthorized emoluments After 
suffennganuch vexatious imposition, he at length, on the loth of October, 
received m form the long expected documents, and on the same evenmg 
left Chagamg to proceed to Persaim, accompanied by Antonio The 
mandate for liberating the English prisoners was punctually obeyed there 
were five in number, two of whom, Messrs Robertson and Helass, Cap- 
tarn Alves, conformably to the promise made to the Birman Kmg, left at ( 
Porsaun, to tale care of the properly belongmg to the India Company 
On the Ist of November he amved at Rangoon, uhere he was received 
with kindness and hospitality by Mungai Narrataw, the Viceroy On the 
-tth he took leave of his host, and on the Hth got to Persaim, where 
he again embarked, and sailing from Negrais, reached Calcutta a feiv days 
before the ex'piration of the year 

In the mean while the siege of Ava was earned on with vigour, and 
the assailants were resolutely resisted The royal army, computed at 
100,000 men, advanced their stockades witlun fifty yards of the ditch 
The baltencs, consisting of a ferv old nine and six pounders, casually pro 
cured from shipping at the ports, made little impression on the walls, 
uhicli Mere unproiidcd with artillery, but of an uncommon thickness, 
being composed of earth and loose stones, supported by a well built face 
of bnck and mortar The water in the ditch, which dunng the rams is 
full, liad subsided so low as to become fordable in several places, the 
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besiegers made repeated attempts to carry the place by storm, but were 
repulsed at every onset. In these attacks many lives weie lost. The 
rebels, knowing that sure destruction awaited those who should be taken, 
defended themselves obstinately ; capitulation was not thought of : when- 
ever the enemy advanced with intent to escalade the woiks, they poured 
on them melted lead, boiling petroleum, and hot pitch, whilst a brisk fire 
of musquetry annoyed them at a distance. The siege was thus protracted 
for seven months, Nuttoon still cherishing sanguine hopes of succour from 
the government of Siam. 

These expectations were not realized. Supplies horn the country failed, 
and want began to make lavages within the walls, notwitlistanding the 
magazines, which at the commencement of the siege were, full, had been 
husbanded with the utmost economy. Discontent is ever the concomitant 
of distress. The Governor of Mayah Oun, who had embraced Nuttoon’s 
fortune, deserted from the fort. Flying to Mayah Oun, he collected his 
adherents, but not being able to resist the royal forces, they set fire to the 
town, and betook themselves to the woods and jungles, whence they after- 
waids withdrew to the Eastern provinces, where the authority of the 
Birman monarch was yet scarcely acknowledged. The rebels had likewise 
" ejvacuated the fort of Tongho. Towards the end of the year, the garrison 
Jn Ava was reduced to the greatest extremity^ and their numbers dimi- 
nished above one half by sickness, famine, and desertion. In this helpless 
state, without any chance of relief, Nuttoon made his escape from the 
fort in disguise ; but had proceeded only the distance of two days’ jour- 
ney, when he was discovered by some peasants, and brought back in 
fetters. The fort of Ava fell shortly after the flight of its commandant. 
Such of his unfortunate adheients as could not effect their escape, were 
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Without mercy put to death Nuttoon IiLewiae suffered the doom of a 
traitor ' 

The destruction of Nuttoon did not put an end to the disturbances that 
agitated the Birman empire A younger brother of Alompra, uncle to 
Namdogee Praw, who had recently been appomted Viceroy of Tongho, 
aspired to mdependence, and refused to pay homage to his brother s son 
fVliiIst measures were tahing to reduce him, lie su^fdenly detached a body 
of troops, under a general named Bala meing tein, who surprized the fort 
of Prome , but the CheLey or Lieutenant of Shoe-dong northa, soon after 
assembled a respectable force, and compelled Bala memg tein to abandon 
his conquest Namdogee Praw raised an army, and, accompanied by his 
brother Shembuan, marched in person to Tongho to pumsh the contumacy ' 
of his rebellious relation, who, not danng to nsL an open action, shut 
hunself within the walls of Tongho After a siege of three montlis, the 
gamson surrendered , several of the nngleaders were pumshed with death, 
mercy, howeier, ivas extended to the rebelhous uncle The King spared 
his life, but dunng the rest of his reign hept him a close prisoner in 
the fort of Ava 

The appointment of a new Viceroy, and the arrangements necessary to 
the restoration of good order m these provmces, next occupied the attention 
of the King This task being accomplished, he returned with his brother 
to Monchaboo, from whence he soon after rcmoied the seat of imperial 
goiemmcnt to the city ofCliagaing, the situation of which, equally con 
\cnicnt and salubnous, enjoying a pure air, and surrounded by the most 
picturesque scenciy of nature, had delighted tlie King during his late 
residence, whilst directing the operations against Ava The tlircc sue 
cceding jears of liis reign were cmplojcd in reducing the refractory to 
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obedience, and establishing the loyal authority on a fiimer basis 
Amongst the turbulent was Talabaan, the Pegue chieftain, who had for- 
merly experienced the clemency of Alompra : this man, after he had been 
received into favour, was sent by the conqueror to the Martabamprovince, 
the residence of his family and friends, invested with an office of dignity. 

So’ long as that monarch lived, he conducted himself like a dutiful servant ; 
the death of his sovereign, however, cancelled in Talabaan’s breast the 
bonds of duty and gratitude, and though faithful to the father^ he took the 
earliest opportumty to revolt against the son. On this occasion, he seems 
to have lost his prudence with his principles. His rebellion was feeble, and 
easily subdued; he was made prisoner, and at last suffered that death f 
which he had before so narrowly escaped. The Peguers at Sitang, a very 
numerous body, likewise revolted, but were suppressed by the activity of 
the Viceroy of Pegue, without causing any serious danger to the state. 

No foreign expedition was undertaken by Namdogee-Praw ; indeed the 
internal state of his empire hardly, rendered such a project practicable: 
his reign was but of short duration, yet he is said to have diligently 
improved his time, and benefited his countiy as much as ciicumstances 
would admit. He died at his capital about the month of March, 1764, of 
the same disease that brought his father to the grave, leaving behind him 
one son named Momi'en, yet an infant. Of the general cliaracter of Nam- 
dogee-Praw people speak favourably; bigotry is asciibed to him as his 
principal failing: he was inflexibly severe on those who tiansgiessed 
against the tenets of religion, or omitted aught of the lespect due to the 
Rhahaans, its ministers. He punished slight immoralities with the rigour 
due only to atrocious crimes ; slaying animals foi the purposes of food, was 

K 



66 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


stnctly prohibited, and a second conviction of dnmhermess incurred the 
inevitable penalty of death 

The imbecile minority of the legal heir to the throne gave his uncle 
Shembuan, who, as the nearest relation, became the natural guardian of the 
child, an opportumty to undermine the claims and to usurp the right of the 
son of his deceased brother Shembuan, on the demise of Namdogee Praw, 
assumed the reins of government with a strong hand , nor is it ascertained 
that he ever acknowledged holdmg them m trust for the mmor Whatever 
he might have done on the first assumption of regal power, he soon threw 
aside all disguise, and was proclaimed and acknowledged lawful sovereign 
of the Birman and Pegue nations 

Nor would Shembuan, who had thus unjustly depnved a nephew of his c 
birth nght, have scrupled to secure a more firm possession of the throne 
by imbrumg his hands m innocent blood, had not a sister of Alorapra 
humanely interfered, and obtained charge of the child, under a promise 
that he should be educated m religious obscunty, among the Rhahaans, 
and never be in a situation to disturb the government of his uncle 

Thus freed from the dread of competition, Shembuan had feisure to 
follow the bent of his ouu disposition, which ivas by nature ardent and 
ambitious His first undertaking ivas against the Siamese, assigning for the 
rupture the customary excuse, that certam delmquent subjects of the 
Birman government had received protection from them, likewise that 
Alompra, Ins father, had enjoined fiis children in his last moments to pro 
secute the war against the Siamese, which lie had been prevented by deatli 
alone from bnnging to a successful issue Such were the pretences, and 
perhaps as well founded as pretences forivar usually are Two armies 

// 5'/3 
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werc embodied; one destined to invade Noith Siam, commanded by a 
genel'al named Deebedee, the other proceeded to the southwaid b)rSitang 
and Martaban, under the conduct of Mahanortha ; whilst a fleet of small 
vessels^ fitted out for the reduction of the maiitime towns, was "entrusted 
to Chedookaminee. 

/ 

The equipment of these armaments was not completed until the com- 

mencement of the year 1 765 ; and their progress, after they weie in readi- 

nesSj was so slow, that nothing of importance could be effected during that 

year. In the beginning of the next, Deebedee over-ran the province of 

Zemee, whilst Chedookaminee with the fleet captured Tavoy; which, 

though it had been reduced by Alompra, was too remote to be retained, 

% 

^ and soon reyeited to its former possessors. The detachment led by 
Mahanortha also penetrated to Tavoy by land ; and cantoned there during 
the rains. The forces of Deebedee passed the wet season on the borders of 
the Yoodra country : these different parties were prepared to act in 
concert, and attempt the conquest of the Siamese capital. 

Whilst matters were thus transacting in the south-east quarter, Shem- 

buan marched in person against the Munipora Cassayeis; who, taking 

advantage of the state of affairs, had thought fit to disclaim the yoke of 

foreigners, and refused to acknowledge the supremacy of the Birman 

monarch. This entei prize, however, appears to have been a predatory 

incursion, rather than an invasion with a view of permanent conquest. 

The stay Shembuan made in the country did not exceed a month; he 

jeturned in obedience to more urgent calls, laden with the booty of the 

♦ 

frontier towns, and accompanied by a numerous train of prisoners of every 
age and sex. 

In the beginning of the year 1766, the southern aiTnies commenced their 
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operations against the Siamese Deebedee entered the Yoodra country fay 
the route of Taunglee and Mamhoot, aftenvard pursumg a more southerly 
direction, in order to effect a junction inth Mahanortha, who moved from 
Tavoy m a corresponding time Their union was resolutely disputed by 
the Siamese , and Deebedee s division suflered senously durmg a march of 
fifteen days Notwithstandmg this resistance, a junction was efiected, 
after which they advanced against Siam,* the enemy still contmuing to 
harrass them in their march, by irregular attacLs and frequent sLirmishes 
Having at length penetrated as far as the banfs of a nver,+ seven or eight 
daja’ journey from the fort, the Siamese tried the fortune of a general 
action, which termmatmg unfavourably, their army dispersed, part retreat- 
ing to Siam, whilst the remamder either concealed themselves in the ' 
woods, or sought security in distant provinces' The consequence of this 
defeat ivas the immediate mvestiture of Siam by the Birmans The fort,| 
by nature strong from its almost insulated situation, is represented to have 
been well built, according to the Eastern Cishion, having a good ditch, 
protected by a strong rampart faced with masonry, and strengthened by 
equidistant towers The artillery on cither side was of little use, fortliough 
there were a few guns mounted, and some brought against the place, yet 
Uicy neither contributed to the success of the attack, nor the security of 
the defence passive blockade is the favourite system of Birman warfare. 

• TTje city of Slam Ii frctjocnily called by the Blnnaiu Dtrtrawuddy, aod by the Sbra«e 
See y thaa Both thete tre Pali, or ShauscHt appellations* Most places of note are dlstln* 
goliheJ by two catncf, one In the rulgar tongoe, -which I* the moit general, the other, a 
ShaiucHt term, reldosQ tired but by the karaed, and to be found only In books treating on 
rtliglon and rdence ; thus Pegoe U called Henxawuddy j Arracan, Denlawuddy, &c 

•t Probably mhat b called by the Blnnam the Boomagurry Meep 

X During the coooiooo, the city of Slam ir iniolattd* 
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The Birman army had been before the city two months, when Mahj 

northa died. As the officer of highest rank, he held the chief command 

which after his decease devolved on Deebedee, who is represented as be 

ter qualified for the tiust than his predecessor. In a short time after th 

event, the King of Siam, panic struck and hopeless, secretly withdre' 

from the foit, in older to avoid falling into the hands of his enemies, am 
^ > 
eluding the Birman outposts, sought refuge among the hills. The Siames* 

thus desei ted by their leader, offered to capitulate ; i*erms were proposec 

and accepted: a heavy mulct was imposed upon the inhabitants, tl; 

defences of the city were destroyed, and a Siamese governor appointe( 

who took an oath of allegiance to the Binnan monarchy, and engage 

to pay an annual tiibute. Deebedee returned with his victorious arm 

to the province of Martaban, enriched by the spoils of Dwarawuddy. 

Scarce was the Siamese expedition drawn to a conclusion, when a ne' 

* 

danger threatened from an opposite direction. The Chinese governmen 
whose ambition is only exceeded by its pride and ariogance, had planne 
the subjugation of the Birmans, intending to add the dominion of the Irrs 
waddy, and the fertile plains of Zomiem,* to their empire; already stretche 
beyond the limits to which any government can efficiently extend the fore 
of restrictive authority. In the beginning of the year 1767, or 1151 of th 
Birman aera^ the Governor of Quantong sent intimation to Shembuan, thd 
an army of Chinese was advancing from the western fiontiers of Yunan 
and had already passed the mountains that skirt the Chinese and th 
Birman empires: this intelligence was scarcely communicated, when i 
was confirmed by the actual invasion. The Chinese forces, computed a 
50,000 men, approached by unremitting marches. Leaving the provinci 

* The name by which the country of Ava is known to the Chinese. 
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of Bomoo to the west, they penetrated by a to™ called Gouptoung, be- 
tween which and Quantong* ** there is a jee+ or mart, where the Chmese 
and Birmhns meet, and barter the commodities of their respective coun 
tries this jee was taken and plundered by the Chinese Meanwhile 
Sliembuan appointed two separate armies one, consistmg of 10,000 infen- 
try and 2000 cavalr) , under the conduct of a general named Amiou mee, 
took the direct road leading to Quantong, through the distncts of La be 
na goo, and Tagoung, the other army, of much greater force, was com 
mitted to Tengia Boo, a general of high rank and reputation This latter 
was directed to make a circuitous march over hills that lay more to the 
soutlnvard, to endeavour, if possible, to- get into the rear of the Chmese 
arm), and pretent their retreat The Governor of Quantong, named 
Ledougmee, findmg that it was not the design of the Chinese leader to 
tvasle time by attacking his fort, collected a considerable body of men, 
and took the field against the mvaders The division of Amiou mee first 
met the army near a totvn called Peengee, where they encamped, withm 
eight miles of the Chinese army, on the following day a partial action 
look place, m which the Birmans were worsted, and obliged to retreat to 
the southward of Peengee The Chinese, ammated by this first success, 
and Ignorant of the approach of Tengia Boo, imagmed that they should 
meet DO farllier impechment until (hey reached the Birman capital WitJi 

• Qiuntong, of Cinton, ngnlfies a port 

t A tlmnir emponom Is established betwe en Cblna and Russia 

** On the boundary of these two cmplm two small towns were bulit» alrmtft cooUguousi 
the one Inhabited by Runlans, the other by Chinese} to these all the nurketable producUoni 
«f ihcir rtspecUre countries, are brought by the subjects of each empire 

Robertson t Ind« Note 
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tliat persuasion they continued their march, and deviating from the most 
frequented road, probably for the convenience of foiage, pursued another 
route by the village of Ghenghio. Amiou-mee, though repulsed^ still kept 

/ 

hovering on the skirts of the Chinese army; •which had proceeded only 
two days farther, to a town called Chiboo, when the division commanded 
by Tengia Boo suddenly appealed in their lear. Ledougmee, the Gover- 
nor of Quantong, approached at the same time, with his party"^ thus in- 
closed on all sides, a rfetreat became impracticablej^ and to advance was 
desperate. The Tartar cavalry, on whose vigour and activity the Chinese 
aimiy depended for provision, could no longer venture out, either to 
procure supplies, or protect convoys. In this situation, the Biraians 
attacked the enemy with impetuosity, while, on the other hand, the de- 
fence made by the Chinese was equally resolute. The conflict had lasted 
three days, when the Chinese, in an effort of despair, tried to cut their 
way through the division commanded by Amiou-mee, that occupied the 
road by which a retreat seemed least difficult. This last attempt proved 
fatal; Amiou-mee’s troops, certain of support, maintained their giound, 
until the coming up of Tengia Boo, which decided the fortune of the day 

I \ 

The harrassed Chinese now sunk under the pressure of superior numbers ; 
the carnage was dreadful. Birmans, when victoiious, are the most iirk 
pitying and ferocious monsters on earth. Death, or rigorous slaveiy, is 
the certain doom of those they subdue in battle : of the Chinese army, not 
a man returned to his native country; about ^500 were preseiwed from 
the sword ; these were conducted in fetters to the capital, where an exclu- 
sive quarter in the suburbs of the city was assigned for their residence. 
They who did not understand any pa,rticular handicraft, were employed in 

I 

making gardens, and in the business of husbandry: mechanics and artificers 
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were compelled to ply their trades according to the royal pleasure, withoiit 
any other reward for their labour than a bare subsistence These people, 
however^ were encouraged, as are all strangers, to marry Birman ivives, 
and consider themseUes as natives of the country Comphance with so 
hospitable and general an invitation, confers even on slaves tahen in war 
certain immunities, from which those who refuse the connexion are by law 
debarred 

This custom, m which the Birmans follow the example of the wisest 
and best goiemed nations of antiquity, is singular amongst the civilized 
countnes of the East , and pecuharly remarkable in a people who believe m 
the Shaster, and deme their religious tenets from an Hmdoo source, who 
are surrounded also by Lmgdoms, where women are Lept inviolably sacred ‘ 
from the sight and converse of strangers, and where the exclusive system 
of casts or tribes admits of no proselytes It is well known, that even the 
public prostitutes of Chma are stnctly prohibited from hav ing intercourse 
with other than a Chinese, nor is any foreign woman permitted to enter 
the temtones, or visit the ports of that jealous nation The Hindoo 
women of rank are no less inaccessible, and admission into a respectable 
cast IS not attainable by money To such narrow prejudices the Birmans 
arc superior, with a Lacedemonian liberality, they deny not the com 
forts of connubial commerce, to men of whatever climate or complexion 
The) arc sensible that tlie strength of an empire consists in its population , 
and that a pnnee is great and powerful, more from the number of Ins 
subjects, than from the extent of his Icmtory hence the politic indulgence 
that llic Birman government grants to every sect freely to exercise its reli 
gious ntes the) tolerate alike the Pagan and the Jew, tlie Mussulman or 
Chnslian, the disaples of Confucius, or the worshippers of fire, the 
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children of whom, born of a Birman woman, equally become subjects of 
the state, and are entitled to the same protection and privileges, as if they 
had sprung from a line of Birman ancestry. 

WhenShembuan succeeded to the throne, he removed the seat of govern- 
ment from Chagaing, the residence of his brother and immediate prede- 
cessor, to Monchdboo, where his father Alompra had kept his court. With 
this situation also he became discontented ; and it is said from certain super- 
stitious reasons, suggested by astrologers, again changed his abode, and 
made Awa Haung, or ancient Ava, the metropolis of the empire. The city, 
which had fallen into min, was quickly rebuilt ; new keoums* and praws-f 
arose;, a strong stockade was erected; and the fortifications, which had 
been neglected since the expulsion of Nuttoon, were put into a respectable 
state of repair. ' . 

The brilliant success that attended the recent iriuption of the Birmans 
into the Siamese country, was productive of no peraianent advantages ; 
though beaten, the Siamese were far from being a subjugated people. The 
inherent enmity that subsists between these two nations, will probably 
prevent the passive vassalage of one to the other, unless broken by such 
repeated defeats, as must nearly amount to extirpation. Soon after Dee- 
bedee had led his anny within the confines of the Birman dominions, the 

^ I 

yoke of the conquerors was disclaimed in Dwarawuddy: a man named 
Pieticksmg, a relation of the king, and one who held anofiicial station about 
his person, had, previous to the capitulation, retired to a town at some dis- 
tance, attended by his followers. As soon as it was known that the Bir- 
mans had withdrawn into their, own territories, he returned, at the head 
of a numerous troop of adherents^ by whose aid he easily displaced the 

t Temples. Praw is a term applied to all sacred olyects, 

L 


♦ Monasteries. 
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ntw government, and'abolished the regulations “made b) the Birman gene- 
ral The long, who had pusillaiumously abandoned his throne and people, 
IS said Co have penshed in the woods, but through what means is not 
clear!) ascertained, probably by the dagger of the usurper, who liaving 
gained over the populace and conciliated some men of influence, found 
fen obstacles to impede his way to the tlirone 
Deebedee, who had so eminently disUnguished lumself, nas recei>ed on 
his return to Ava with many flattering demonstrations of applause , his 
Tsaloe, or cord of nobility, ivas mcreascd from six to mne stnngs, and he 
ivas farther honoured mth the title of Na raa boo-dee. Or most illustrious 
commander The Chinese being vanquished, and the Peguers to appear- 
pcarance so depressed, as to leave no apprehension of disturbance to the 
state, Deebedee was again detached to punisli tlie contumacious Siamese, 
and reduce them to vassallage and submission , he left Ava on this sen ice 
tv itli a fleet of war boats, early ra the monsoon of the year 1 7 7 1 the troops 
were debarred at Rangoon, and proceeded from thence by land On tins 
occasion, the Siamese antiapated the jntention of tlie Birman general, and 
met him in force on the frontiers, where tlie opposition he expenenced 
from tlic enemy, and the diEScuIty of passing tlie rivers, vvhicli liad not 
yet subsided, were such as to oblige him to retreat, he encamped on 
the borders of the Sitang nver, vv’hence lie wrote to Ava to represent the 
neccssit) of sending him further remforcements 

In consequence of this application, Chedookammee, vvlio Iiad served 
on the former expedition, received a commission, appointing him Mayvvoon 
or Viccro) of Martaban, and of all the possessions belonging to llic Bir- 
mans southward of Martaban This olficcr was ordered to make the 
Icvncs, necessary for tlie assistance of Deebedee, within Ins junsdiction. 
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after -which he was to join that general, act in concert with him, and, 
uniting their forces, recommence hostilities against the Siamese., 

The southern provinces, over which the authority of Chedookaminee 
extended, were chiefly inhabited by the families of Taliens, or, Peguers, 
who had either voluntarily left, or were expelled from the ancient city of 
Pegue, from Dalla, and the districts adjacent ; out of these Chedookaminee 
was obliged to form his new levies. The Peguers, who were then sup- 
posed to be sufficiently leconciled to the Birman government, and consi- 
dered, in many lespects, as naturalized subjects of the state, were accord- 
ingly required to contribute to the public exigencies, by furnishing men 
and money, in like proportion as the native Birmans. In fact, the southern 
j countries were not capable of furnishing Biiman lecruits sufficient for an 
army; but the confidence reposed in the Peguers was, in this instance, 
'fatally misplaced, and their treacheiy averted from the Siamese the gather- 
-ing storm. 

Deebedee, probably disgusted by the appointment of Chedookaminee to 
the Ma-ywoonship of Martaban, obtained permission to retire fiom the 
army, and return to the capital : on his departure, Chedookaminee suc- 
ceeded to the sole command 

Among the troops thus raised, were three popular chieftains of theTalien 
nation, named Tellakien, Tellasien, and Meenatzi, men’^of enterprizing, 
intriguing spirit, and of great influence amongst their people. The Peguers 
thus collected in a body, and provided with aims, became conscious of 
their own strength ; a sense of which, stimulated by the influence of their 
chieftains, inspired* them with a desire to regain theii empire, and retaliate 
their wrongs on their oppressors. The army was assembled at Martaban 
when the conspiiacy was foimed; at the close of the first day’s march, 
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the Peguers suddenly rose upon their Birman companions, and commenced 
an indiscnminale massacre , the officer second in command of the Birmm 
arm) i\'as slam, and those who escaped the fiiry of the assassins, fleif 
into the uoods ChedooLammee himself, accompamed by 500 followers, 
with difficulty effected a retreat to Rangoon, tiie elated Peguers followed 
the blow, and pursued the fugitives to the very gates of the city, where 
their numbers increasing, they formed an encampment, and commenced 
a regular siege 

Rangoon could not have been attacked at a time, when it was worse 
prepared for defence , imaginary security had lulled the Birmans into un 
suspecting repose. 1 he Mayivoon of Pegue, whose residence was in Ran 
goon, had, a sliOrt time before, proceeded on an annual visit of homage to 
the capital, accompanied by the principal officers of his government , he 
had also taken with him the greatest part of the troops, m particular those 
w ho manned the w ar boats , a hardy and ferocious tribe, w ho usually attend 
on the governor, or \ iccroy, on occasions of ceremony Dunng his ab- 
sence, a lieutenant or chekey, named Slioo-dong nortlia, commanded in 
the city, and by the gallant defence he made, proved himself no undeserv 
ing substitute News of tlie revolt quickly spread, and, from its first suc- 
cess, created a general alarm among the Birmans, resident in the adjoming 
distncts The' Menu gees, or chief men of Henzada, Denoobew, and 
Padaung, assembled all the force tliey could collect, and in a spirited 
manner came down tlic mer in light boats, and threw themselves into 
Rangoon, which stood in need of such timcl) succours The Peguers 
llince attempted to storm a strong stockade, lliat encompassed the walls 
of tlic town, and were each time beaten off with senous loss Intclli 
gence of these csents reaching court, the ^ 0 ) 11000 , with lus train of 
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attendants, and a few additional troops, amounting in the whole to about 
3000 'men, were ordeied to proceed without delay to the relief of Ran- 
goon. The rapid stream of the Irrawaddy quickly transported this de- 
tachment to the place of its destination : the Peguers, on their approach, 

j 

thought it most pmdent to raise the seige, and, without making any fui- 
ther attempt to oppose the junction of the reinforcement, retired to the 
banks of the Saloenmeet. The arrival of the Viceroy of Rangoon, was 
speedily followed by that of a still more respectable force, under an officer 
of the highest rank in the empire; Maha-see-soo-ra, one of theWoongees, 
or chief counsellors of state, was entmsted by the King with the con- 
duct of the southern wai’, and the restoration of older in the disturbed 

f 

provinces. 

These events did not deter Shembuan from pursuing his favourite scheme 
of conquest to the westward. The feitile plains and populous towns 
of Munnipoora, and the Cassay Shaan, atti acted his ambition. Early 
in the year 17 74, a formidable force was sent against these places, under 
the command of three generals of distinction, Moung-wamaa, Captain of 
the King’s guard, Oundaboo, and Kameouza. Part proceeded by water 
up the Keen-duem, and the remainder by land taking the route of Mon- 
chaboo, Kaung-naa, and Naky-oun-mee; the armament by water an ived 
unexpectedly at a town called Nerting, where the Biiin^s landing, sui- 
piised and carried away 15 0 women, who were employed in the labours 
of the haiwest. Monadella, the Raja of Nerting, made an ineffectual 
attempt to rescue the captives ; he fell aftei a gallant struggle, and 250 of 
his followers lost* their lives. The Birmans having ravaged the countiy, 
and committed many acts of wanton baibarity, piocccded to join the 
detachment that advanced by land: when the forces veic united, they 
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marched towards Munnipoora, the Raja of which came forth to meet the 
enemy, and gave them battle at a village called Ampatalla, fourteen miles 
short of Muniupoora. The conflict was long and obstinate, but fortune in 
the end favoured the Birmans , the Munnipoora Raja fled from the field 
of battle to his capital, where confusion and terror prevailed from thence 
he withdrew to the Comm hills, five days journey north west of Mumn- 
poora, acrompamed by his family, and carrying with him his most valuable 
eflecls The city of Muimipoora submitted to the conqueror, who tooL 
possession of whatever the inhabitants had not been able to remove of 
conceal The spoils, consisting chiefly of merchandize, and vessels of gold 
and silver, were forwarded to the golden feet, togethennth SOOO prisoners 
of both sexes 

Having reduced the Munnipooreans, Oundaboo lefl to his colleagues, 
Moung walnaa and Kameouza, the task of enforcing submission finm the 
Cassay Shaan, and several neighbounng petty states , whilst putUng hun 
self at the head of 10,000 men, unincumbered with baggage or artillery, 
he marched against Chawal, Raja of Gachaf, Uho jmsicssed the mdepen- 
dcnt sovereignty of a nch, though mountainous territory, north west of 
Munnipoora In his progress he overcame Anoupsing, prince of a country 
called Muggaloo ,* thence he is said to have penetrated within the Hama- 
laya hills, wliichjbrm a continuation of the lofty Imaus, and seem to be 
a bamcr raised by nature, to protect the mild unwarlikc inhabitants of 
India, from the more hard) natnes of the East, who, unrestrained by such 
mipcdimcnts, would ages since haic spread desolation along the fertile 
banks of the Burhampootcr and the Ganges Pursuing his conquests, 

• Mf Wood frequtntljr heard of tUi cooctry whUjl be was at Asianj, as engineer to a 
Jetsehmeot icat thither by Lord ComiraUb* 
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Oundaboo advanced within three days march of Cospore/ capital of 
Cachar, passing many rugged mountains and pleasant vallies, embosomed 
in their range. ^ 

Chawal, aware of the storm with which he was threatened, had taken 
the necessary precautions for his own security ; he joined in a defensive 
league with the lesser rajahs of the hills ; who, though waging endless 
warfare with each other, united in the hour of danger to repel the’common 
enemy. The chief of these was the Piince of Jointy, surnamed the Gos- 
sain Raja. Oundaboo, blinded by the ambition of conquest, impiudently 
pressed forward, until he found himself environed with difficulties he could 
not hope to surmount, and from which there was now no retreat. To com- 
plete his misfortunes, that deadly disease too fatally known to British 
troops, by the name of the hill fever, had spread its baneful influence 
thiough the Biiman ranks; famine and pestilence accomplished what the 
swoids of the mountaineers could never have effected. Oundaboo ’s troops 
dispersed, and in the defiles of the mountains, and the mazes of the forests, 

were cut off by the natives in detail, or perished the unresisting victims of 

* 

a supernatural foe. 

The misfoi tunes of Oundaboo and his aimy, instead of intimidating the 
Bimians, excited an insatiable spirit of revenge. Kameouza undeitook to 
exact letribution from the Cachars, for the blood of his slaughteied coun- 
trymen ; Moungwamaa remained at Munnipoora, with a garrison sufficient 
to defend the fort, whilst Kameouza marched against Chawal, with a yet 
greater force than had accompanied the unsuccessful general, whose eiior 
affoided an useful lesson to his successor. Instead of the rash and preci- 


♦ Cosporc is said to be twenty days journey from Munnipoora by an Hircarra, or meS' 
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pitale haste made by his predecessor, this more prudent leader diligently 
explored his ground, haltmg wherever subsistence could be collected, 
with which many of the nch and luxuriant valleys of Cachar abounded 
thus conUnuing a cautious progress, he penetrated js far as tlie pass of 
Inchamutty,* two days journey from Cospore, where he was met by a 
deputation from the Raja to solicit peace Kameouza prescnbed terms, 
winch, though severe and humiliating, were accepted Chawal consented 
to pa), besides a sum of mone), the abject homage of a maiden of the 
royal blood to the King of Ava, and to send him a tree with the roots 
bound in their native clay , thereby mdicatmg, that both person and pro- 
perty w ere at the disposal of his sovereign pleasure , these acts bemg con- 
sidered as the most unequivocal proofs of vassalage , expressmg, on one i. 
hand, the extreme of submission, and on the other, the most absolute 
power 

Kamcouza,in his return to Munnipoora, cliastised a race ofmountameers 
named Keingee, by whom he had been harrassed in his march, burning 
several of their villages in the districts of Bodasser and Chaumgaut Raja 
Anoupsing likewise made his submission, repossession of Afunnipoorawai 
granted to the fugitive prince, on condition of paying an annual tnbute, 
and olfering the acknowledgment of a royal virgin, and a tree Matters 
being thus adjusted, llie Birmans returned to their own country, having 
lost above 520,000 men, from the commencement to the close of the expe 
ditioivby the various casualties of war 

These victories lent only a Iransitoiy splendor to the Birman arras, 
without contnbuting to the real and permanent advantage of the state, it 
was impossible to keep possession of the tracts they had overrun, the 
• Theit «rc puia of the ume lumt In HInJoilan 
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towns they had stormed, and the countries they had subdued. The Bir- 
man nation was far fiom being populous, in proportion to its widely 
extended empiie. To retam the late acquisition of Pegue, and’ keep in 
subjection its discontented and numeious inhabitants, required the utmost 
vigilance, and occupied all the troops that could with pmdence be spared. 
Oaths of allegiance aie consideied by eastern vassals, as obligations of 
conveniency; as meie nugatoiy forms, to be observed no longer than theie 
is power to punish a bleach of them ; the conquests therefore, made by the 
Bn mans to the westward, were attended with no othei effect, than to add 
to their native arrogance, and to inciease their already inordinate pride. 

The Peguers, as before related, having raised the siege of Rangoon-, had 
returned to the Saloenmeet, or the Martaban river, when Maha-see-sod-ra, 
to whom the management of the southern war was intiusted, arrived at 
Rangoon, with an additional reinforcement of troops, and several pieces 
of artillery. Having augmented his strength with the soldiers that accom- 
panied the Maywoon, and drafted part of the gaiiison, his army amounted 
to ^0,000 men; whilst twenty-four pieces of oidnance rendered him for- 
midable to a foe, casually armed with whatever weapons they could 
procure. 

With this lespectable equipment Maha-see-soo-ra took^the held, about 
the end of the year 1 7 74. The enemy weie in possession of Martaban, 
and had collected, horn various quarteis, a discoidant rabble, ill provided 
with necessaries, and altogether unamenable to control ; from whom the 
Birman commander met with little opposition, in a march rendered tedious 
by the transportation of heavy guns, and the difficulty of crossing the 
numerous watercourses that intersect the lower country. On reaching 
the vicinity of Maitaban, overtures of a pacific nature were made by the 

M 
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rebel leaders, which were rejected with contempt and menace the Peguers 
m despair shut themsehes within the fort, a seige was commenced, and 
sustamed for a considerable time ThePeguers were at length forced to ) leld 
Tellasicn and Meenata, with several of their adherents, effected an escape 
to Siam , but Tell?iLien was not so fortunate , he was captured m the fort, 
with many others, and being a leader of the rebellion, his fate was reserved 
for the decision of his sovereign 

Malia see soo ra Was preparing to carry the war into the country of the 
Siamese, uhen he received mtelligence of the intentions of the King to 
V isit Rangoon m person this circumstance, together with the little proba 
bihty of being able to advance far, before the season’ll hen the rivers sivell, 
determined lum to pass the monsoon m cantonments, at Martaban 

Shembuan havmg repelled the formidable invasion of one enemy, and 
earned his victonous arms into the temtory of another having, by pru 
dent conduct, established his tlirone on the strong foundations of terror 
and respect, conceived, that his presence would contribute to a more speedy 
termination of the troubles that agitated the lower proimces, and more 
effectually destroy the seeds of disatfeclion among the Peguers, which had 
so often, at intervals, broke out into open rebellion The temple of Dagon, 
called Shoe Da Jon, or the Golden Dagon, anediHcc of venerable sanctity, 
and stupendous size, iilicre Caudma, the Birman and Pegue object of 
religious worship, was, from time immemorial, accustomed to rcccnc at 
an annual fcsti\-al, the adorations of the dcsout, had, in the year 1769, 

• Tht riren In In<ru unully begin in nrell before the ectoal fill of nln in the low coun- 
ttlei Tbit it to be ercribed to the roontoon ctxnracnclog culler among the mounulnt, 
anJ to the melting of the mow, with which the topi of the cutem hilU ore corereJ, In the 
bottett leaiear. 
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sufTercd much damage from an eaitliquake; in particular the Tee, or um- 
biclla, 'which, composed of open iion-work, crowned the spire, had been 
thrown do\Mi by the concussion, and rendeicd irreparable from ’the fall. 
In the Birman empiic, a pagoda is not deemed sanctified until it receives 
the umbrella; and the election of this last, but most important appendage, 


is an act of high solemnity. Shembuan, wlio on this occasion is said to 
have covered policy with the cloak of religion, caused a new and magni- 


ficent Tee to be constiuctcd at Ava, and declared his’ intention to assist 


in pel son at the ceremony of putting it on. For this avowed purpose he 
left his capital, attended by a numeious liain of Birman nobility, whilst, 
to incicnse tlie pride and pageantry of tlie display, Beinga Della, the un- 
' fortunate monai ch of Pegue, who had sun endered his sceptre and person 
to Alompra, uas led captive in the piocession. An army of 50,000 men 
composed the body guaid : this splendid an ay, having embarked in boats, 
sailed do\Mi the Iriawaddy, and anived at Rangoon in the month of Octo- 
ber, 17 75. Tellakien, the Pegue lebel, who had been sent up the countiy 
- loaded with irons, met the King at the town of Denoobew, and expiated 
his treason by a painful death. 

Whatever respect the glory of conquest, and the wisdom of a well 
regulated government, might attach to the leign of Shembuan, it must be 
wholly obscuied by the ciuclty exercised on the present occasion towaids 
his royal prisoner, the unhappy King of Pegue ; and this too, like a more 
recent and equally inhuman regicide, in a nation professing Christianity, 
and enlightened by science, was perpetrated under the mockery of justice. 
Shembuan, not content with exhibiting to the humbled Peguers their ve- 
nerable, and yet veneiated monarch, bound in fetters, and bowed down 
with years and anguish, resolved to take away his life; and lender the 
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disgrace still deeper, by exposing him as a pubhc malefactor, to suffer 
xmder the stroLe of the common executioner In most countnes, to the east 
of Bengdl, decapitation is the punishment allotted for common tlueves, and 
he who inflicts the sentence is usually a culpnt, who has once been con- 
victed of the crime To die by such a hand is deemed an ignominy, 
vhich the Birmans dread even worse than death itself, but for any sub 
ject to spill royal blood, is forbidden by tlie Birman and Pegue laws, as 
an act of inexpiable impiety, nevertheless the unfeeling Shembuan, re 
gardless of law, and devoid of humamty, issued orders for his ill fated 
prisoner to prepare for trial on a charge of high treason 

The process of law, m Birman courts of justice, is conducted with as 
much formality as in any country on earth Beinga Della was brought 
before the judges of the Rlioom, among uliom the Maywoon of Pegue* 
presided The late King of Pegue was there accused of havmg been 
pnvy to, and instrumental in, exciting the late rebellion Depositions of 
several witnesses, supposed to be suborned, were taken, the prisoner 
denied the cliarge, but liis fate being determined on, his plea ai ailed him 
notliing He was found guilt) , and the proceedings, according to custom, 
were laid before the Kmg, who passed sentence of death, and accompanied 
it w ith an order for speedy execution 

In conformit) to tius cruel mandate, on the 7th of tlic increasing moon, 
m tlic month Taboung, the aged victim was led, in public procession, 
tlirough an insulting populace, to a place called Aw a bock, three miles 
without the cit), where he met his doom with fortitude, and had no dis 

♦ 1 n the abjcnct of the king the Ma)'wocm, or Ticeroy, nercr attend* In perion at the RHoom | 
hc.ih'Ti rcprocnit the king ; rcraalni In hU palatt, and rcccire* the report of the Judge* j to 
which he appMca the Uw, and finally awards the sentence 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


85 


tinciion paid him above the meanest criminal, except that all the municipal 
officers attended in their robes of ceremony, to witness his last moments. 

Stale necessity is sometimes found to be incompatible with individual 
justice, and on occasions, must be allowed to plead foi measures which, 
abstractedly considered, seem harsh, and bear hard upon particular mem- 
bers of the community; but such necessity, to be admissible, should be 
made unequivocally evident. Men, whose designs against the public 
peace cannot be doubted, ought to be restrained by the hand of coercion, 
even before the commission of any overt act to which the law attaches: 
the proof of intention, wan ants and demands such inteiference. A despot, 
who dieads the extinction of his power, and the loss of his crown, will 
resort to unjustifiable means to remove the object of his jealousy, and an- 
ticipate on his enemy the meditated blow ; but the circumstances of the 
present case, appear neithei to admit of palliation or excuse : the security 
of the state was not endangered, and no livalry could be dreaded. The 
Pegue King had passed more than twenty years, a contented and inoffen- 
sive prisoner: had he been only suspected of encoui aging his former sub- 
jects, in any one of their several attempts at emancipation, his life would 
have paid the forfeit of his temerity ; but, in the last instance, when bend- 
ing under (he pressuie of years and infinnity, theie was scarce a possibility 
of his being accessory to so daring a revolt. On the pait of the Birman 
monaich, it was a wanton and barbaious display of power, designed, 
perhaps, as a humiliating spectacle to the Peguers, whose attachment to 

their ancient sovereign bordered on idolatry. It casts a deep shade over 

) 

a splendid reign, and justly brands the memory of Shembuan with the 
odious appellation of tyrant. 

The execution of many Taliens of rank followed that of the king; all 
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iclio were suspected of havmg borne a part in the late rebellionj and all 
whose influence rendered them formidable, were included in the list of the 
proscribed Several fled from persecution , and after the storm blew over, 
settled m Tpngho, or the tnbutary provinces of Zemee, Sandepoora, and 
the distncts adjacent 

These are amongst the last transactions of Shembuan s life after duly 
solemnizing the ceremony of putting on the Tee, he prepared to return to 
his capital, having giyen instructions to his general, Maha see soo ra, to 
prosecalte the ivar against the Siamese 

In the beginning of the year J7?6, Shembuan left Rangoon with the 
same retinue, and m the same pomp which before attended lum during the 
early stages of his progress, he felt the first symptoms of his mortal illness 
Alarmed at the danger, and unpatient under his suBcnngs, he quitted his 
slow drawn boat of state, and embarking in a lighter vessel, hastened to 
Ins capital, hoping there to find relief, but bis days were numbered, and 
he nas doomed shortly to resign Ins diadem and life to that power, ivhich 
disregards even tlie boasted immortality of Birman kings 

Languishing under a slow fever, and distempered with scrofula, Shem- 
buan obtained little benefit from the elBcacy of medicine. In order to breathe 
a freer air, he changed the fort of Ava for the open plains temporary 
wooden houses were erected, on the highest banks that overhung the 
stream, and on spots to which superstition pointed as the site of health 
But the skill of astrologers proved fallacious, and no wind that blew walled 
alleviation to Ins pains after fatiguing liimsclf by frequent removals, he 
felt It was but an useless aggravation of his sufferings , hopeless of life, he 
returned to the fort to prepare for the last scene, and settle the affairs of 
the empire and tlie succession to the throne 
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Sliembuan had two sons, Chenguza, and Chelenza, by different mothers; 
the first, at this time eighteen years of age, was boin of the principal 
queen ; the latter, not more than thirteen, the offspring of a favduiite con- 
cubine. Competition between these brotheis was an event scaicely to be 
dreaded : whilst Momien, the son of Namdogee-Praw, seemed to be too 
closely immined in monastic privacy, to raise a bai to the succession. 
Nevertheless Shembuan took cvciy prudent precaution to transmit an 
undisputed sceptre : he exacted from the nobility a solemn promise of alle- 
giance to his heir, which the respect entertained for the character of the 
father, inclined few to '\\ithhold from the son. Having satisfactorily ad- 
justed his temporal concerns, the monarch yielded up Ills breath in the 

• 

city of Ava, about the middle of spring, in the ycai 1 7 76. 

The character of Shembuan is that of an austere, intelligent, and active 
prince. He reduced the petty sovereigns of several neighbouring piovinces, 
to a state of permanent vassalage, who had before only yielded to desultory 
conquest: these he compelled, as Chobwas, or tributary princes, to repair 
in person, or by representatives, at stated periods, to his capital, and pay 
homage at the Golden feet ; among them are numbered the lords of San- 
depoora (Cambodia), Zemee, Quantong, Bamoo, and others; together with 
several less civilized’*' tribes, inhabiting the western hills, and the moun- 
tainous tracts that intersect the country eastwaid of the river Irrawaddy. 

Shembuan was in most points a superstitious observer of the rites and 
precepts of the Birman religion, which originating,' as it indisputably does, 
'from the same source as that of the Hindoos, differs nevertheless from the 
latter, in many essential tenets. Admitting the sanctity, and reverencing 
the learning of the Braminical sect, the Birmans, votaries of-Buddho Tachor, 

" * Carreaners, Keins, and Yoos. 
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altogether deny the supremacy of the Bramm professors over them Rha- 
haans, or Phonghis The Birmans, Peguers, and Siamese, as well as all 
nations ifhose fundamental principles of religion can be traced to the 
Hindoo system, and uho acknowledge tlie Shanscnt as their holy text, 
unite in one benevolent doctrine, the smliilness of depnvmg any animal 
of life, to satisfy a carmvorous appetite To eat flesh, is not deemed a 
crime by the Birmans , but he who eats it is not exempt from sin, unless 
the creature died a siatural death, or was slam by accident, or by other 
hands This precept of the church, it may be supposed, is not very scru- 
pulously observed , and in many parts of the empire is m holly disregarded, 
except by the pnesthood, who ne\er even prepare tlieir oivn victuals 
Mandates ha\e been issued by siceroys, and proclamations gone forth 
from the Golden palace, to enjoin obedience to the sacred law , but these 
were little more than expiatory manifestoes, suggested by remorse, danger, 
or superstition It is hkewise at times used as an instrument of venal 
oppression, the greedy retainers of the law being entitled to a certain 
quota of the fine le\ led from a convicted delinquent Shembuan, strongly 
tinctured w ith bigotry, often, in the course of his reign, repeated the pious 
prohibition, with no other eflect than causing that to be done in secret, 
which before the order, little precaution had been used to conceal 

i. 

On the demise of Shembuan, it does not appear that any cflbrt was 
made, cither by Momicn lumself, or the nobles attached to lus father, to 
rccoicr a throne, from which he was most unjustly debarred Chenguza 
ascended without opposition, and assumed the government, at a juncture 
when the flounshmg slate of public affairs, held out a flattering prospect 
of an auspicious reign 

But m the succession to sovereignty, it sometimes happens, as m the 
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succession to an estate, that he who comes to the fairest inheritance, does 
not always prove a benefactor to his realm, and his subjects, or his tenants 
■and demesnes. Numeious cnois will, and ought to be foigiveil, in the 
piesumptive heii to an high public trust, oi an affluent private 'pioperty ; 
but a radical want of honest piinciple, a long continued course of base and 
licentious conduct, never fails in time to alienate the affections of men, 
whether subjects or tenantry, however inclined they may be to venerate 
the virtues of the sue, in the person of the son. Even 'the jus diviniinij so 
strenuously inculcated by the Birman articles of political faith, did not, in 
the end, piove sufficiently stiong to protect fiom violence a throne polluted 
by the lowest profligacy, and disgiaced by an open violation of every moral 
and religious duty. 

With all the advantages arising from his father’s memory, and with a 
government thoroughly established in power, Chenguza commenced his 
reign : but these distinctions he studied by every means in his power to 
abuse. His fiist imprudent act was to recall the army from the southward, 
which, shortly after the departure of Shembuan, had marched from Mar- 
taban under Maha-see-soo-ia, and had commenced operations against the 
Siamese. This geneial, Chenguza not only displaced from his military com- 
mand, but likewise degraded from his high ministerial office of W oon-gee, 
or chief counsellor of state : a measure that drew on himself much odium ; 
as Maha-see-soo-ra was a person of conciliatory manners, and an officer of 
approved integrity and valour. 

The other parts of Chenguza’s conduct, corresponded with this arbitrary 
outset : and he plunged at once into the most shameless debauchery. Not 
content with repealing the edicts of his father against the use of spirituous 
liquors, he exhibited, in his own peison, an example of ebriety and dissi- 
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paliOD stimulated by jealousy, he caused his younger brother, Chilenza, to 
be put to death he submitted the af&irs of his empire to be admuiistered 
by fat ountes, and accustomed himself to be absent from his capital, whole 
months together indulgmg in rural sports and carousals , and prefemng his 
hunting seats, on the herders of deep forests, to the splendid Piasath* of the 
royal palace In the year 1779, his fathers younger brother, Terroug mee,+ 
mcurred the suspicion of the tyrant, and fell a victim to his jealousy Pa 
galim mee, anotlierofhis uncles, was kept a close pnsoner in the fort ofAva, 
under pretext tliat he was plotting agamst the state his uncle, Mmderagee 
Praw, the present King, resided sometimes at Chagaing, and sometimes at 
Monchaboo, andlhough he affected to live m the most inoffensive obscunty, 
was nevertheless vigilantly watched by the minions of the palace 

Agreeably to the usage of the Birman court, Chenguza had early been 
betrothed to a relation! of his oivn, this marriage provmg unfruitful, he 
espoused, as his second wife, the daughter of one of the Attawoons} 
of the court a young woman endoned with virtue, beaut), and accom 
plishmcnts Although it was gencrall) beheicd that he was extremely 
fond of this wife, yet the irritation of an intemperate life, together with a 

• FUetlh, the regal rpire, that JiitmgtiUhe* the dwcIUng of the monarch, and the tcmplei 
ofthcdiYinlljr, tocione other It It allowed t Or poKcnor of Terroug 

! A prince, to be properijr quallGed to ajcend the Birman throne, thould be of blood rojoi 
both In the male and female line In order to guard agalnrt plebeian contamination, the 
Birman law idmitj of inccjttiouj marrlagct In the ropal ftmlljra thii llcenco U rcitticted to 
them alone, 

5 The Atuwoon tray be caUcd a priry ctwnjcBor t there are four, who hare accen to hir 
majetty at all houtt and arc conrolicd by the king on affidta of Importance) they hare 
Infloenee tnoogh, rometimo, to counteract the dctdrloni of the Woon gcea paired to the 
Lctoo, or high court of judgment, when laid before hli majerty for royal approbation. 
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disposition from natuie prone to jealousy^ caused them to live on teims of 
unceasing discord. One day, actuated by an impulse of sudden rage, he 
accused her of infidelity ; and without allowing himself time to judge dis- 
passionately, or suffeiing the unhappy princess to vindicate herself, he pro- 
nounced sentence of immediate death. There are wretches in every nation 
ready to execute the sanguinary mandates of a cruel tyrant ; the trembling 
and innocent victim was diagged from the palace^ and inclosed in a sack 
of scarlet cloth, richly ornamented : thus confined, she was put on board a 
boat,* when the sack being suspended between the narrow necks of two ' 
earthen jars,+ the whole Avas sunk in the deepest part of the Irrawaddy. 
The jars filling, carried the body down, and prevented emeision. This 
"^diabolical act was perpetrated in open day, before thousands of spectators, 
simongst whom Avere 'many of her friends and relations. Her afiEicted 
father, overAvhelmed with anguish and deprived of all his ofiices, retired 
Tn despair to the city of Chagaing. 

The universal disgust that a conduct so flagitious could not fail to 
raise, even in the most depraved society, caused the majority of the nobles, 
and the great body of the people, anxiously to desire a change. Undet 
such a dominion, no man’s life was secure from becoming a sacrifice , to 
the caprice of an intoxicated barbarian, or the personal enmity of Some 
despicable parasite: at such a juncture, the eyes of all'^were naturally 
turned to the rightful heir, who had now attained the years of manhood. 
The retreat chosen for Momien, Avas the Keoum and Pi aw of Lo-ga-ther-poo, 

* It is expressly forbidden by the Birman law to spill the blood of one of the royal family ; 
drowning is esteemed the most honourable death. 

t The jars of Pegue are in general estimation throughout India, being remarkable for their 
size and excellence. 
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an inconsiderable distance from the fort of Ava, where, protected by 
his sacerdotal habit, by the influence of his aunt, and perhaps, aboie 
all, by kis own want of capaaty and personal insignificance, the tyrant 
had hitherto considered him as an object too contemptible for notice, little 
tmagming that the simple Phonghi, was one day to be, m the hands of 
others, the instrument of his destruction. 

A conspiracy was the result of the discontents of the people, and the 
misconduct of the prmce The pnncipal actors were Shembuan Mindera 
gee Praw,* the Attawoon before mentioned, and Maha see soo ra, tlie 
degraded mmister These personages easdy gained the monies over to their 
side, who, though less wdling to meddle m state affairs, than is customary 
With their order in many countries, yet, being exasperated by the open *- 
contempt Chenguza manifested for religion, its rights and ministers, gladly 
lent their aid to bring about a change, wluch, by placmg Momien, their 
illustnous disciple, on the throne, promised to advance the interests of the 
church Momien was accordmgly tutored for the part he was to act, and 
nothing remamed but to embrace a favourable moment to execute the pro- 
jected revolution 

Dunng Chenguza s jeign, military operations seem to have been wholly 
suspended, whilst the neighbourmg nations, the Chinese, the Siamese, 
and Cassajers, had so recently experienced the power of the Birman arms, 
that they felt no inclination to stand forth as aggressors Repeated defeats 
and severe penal laws, crushed thespmt of revolt among thePeguers, uho 
appeared to acquiesce in their subjugated state The Anoupcctoumeou, 
or great uestem mountains, had not in the present djuasly been crossed 
b) an hostile arm) , the tranquillity of the empire, therefore, dunng the 


Ttte prcient momrchi tod yocageT brother of the dectated Sbtt&hutiu 
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six yeais that Chenguza wore the crown, compensated, in some measure, 
for the licentiousness that was introduced among the people. Population 
increased, and tracts of land were cultivated, which under a more warlike 
prince, would probably have continued an unproductive waste., 

After matters were in readiness, the first opportunity of acting occurred 
in the month of November, 1781. Chenguza had gone to Keoptaloun^ a 
town on the banks of the liver, about thirty miles below Ava, to^celebiate 
an high festival. As he never observed any regular times of going out, or 
returning to the foit, it often happened that he presented himself at the 
gates when least expected, and at hours when entrance is debarred to the 
multitude. Momien was secretly furnished with the dress, and equipments 
of royalty: thus personating Chenguza, and attended by the customary 
retinue, he appeared at midnight befoie the gate called Shoedogaa, and 
demanded admission : at first the wicket only was opened by the guard on 
duty ; whoj suspecting treachery from the unusual eainestness of the fore- 
most persons to enter, attempted to close the door^ and called out treason : 
resistance, however, was too late; the centinel was cut down, and the 
gate thrown open by those who had penetrated thiough the wicket. The 
conspirators being reinforced by a number of armed men that lay in 
ambuscade, proceeded to surround the palace, which was in itself a 
fortification, being encompassed by a high wall, defended by a parapet, 
and flanked by small bastions ; each gate was further protected by a piece 
of ordnance. On the first alarm, the Woon-gees and principal oflicers of 
state, took refuge within the inclosure of the palace. During the night, 
the utmost terror and confusion prevailed throughout the city: at day- 
break, the number of conspirators being augmented, an attack was made 
on one of the palace gates, which was blown open : the guard, commanded 



EMBASSY TO AVA 


by an Armenian named Gabnel, stood their ground, and poured three dis 
charges from their cannon on the assailants After a smart conflict, the 
event whreh usually deades the fate of battle between Eastern armies, ter 
minated this , Gabnel was lolled by the stroLe of a spear, and his party 
fled on the fall of their leader the ministers of Chenguza ivere put to 
death on the spot As soon as the tumult subsided, Momien ivas solemnly 

t 

proclaimed sovereign of the Birman Empire , a new council was sworn, 
officers of state appomted, and dignities conferred on the most active par 
tirans The next measure adopted to secure possession of the throne, lyas to 
proclaim Chenguza an outlaw, in a manifesto declaratory of Momien s prior 
claim, and expatiating on the unworthmess of his predecessor An armed 
force was likewise detached both by land and water to Keoptaloun, to seize ‘ 
his person but Chenguza liiving received timely information, withdrew 
across the nver, and, accompanied by several attendants, effected his 
escape to Chagamg, where some men of consequence, who were sensible 
that they had little to hope from the benevolence of the new government, 
joined his fortunes, and fed him witli hopes of being able to recover the 
sceptre so suddenlj ivrested from him These expcctaUons, howcier, were 
of short duration , a tyrant dethroned, has no other friends than the com- 
panions of his prolligac), and tlie accomplices of his gudt 

The fort of Gliagaing was immediately mvested by troops in the mtcrest 
of the new king Chenguza at first thought of defendmg himself, but 
finding that he was deserted by those on whom he placed liis cluef reliance, 
afrer a resistance of four daj-s, liis resolution failed , and he determined on 
11) mg to the Cassa) countr), there to throw himself on the protection of 
the Munnipoora Raja Tins intention he pnialel) communicated to his 
mother, the widow of Slicmbuan Praw, who resided in Ins palace, m the 
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city of Ava. Instead of encouraging her son to persevere in so pusillani- 
mous a lesolve, she earnestly dissuaded him horn flight; uiging, that it was 
far more gloiious to die even by ignoble hands, within the precmcts of his 
own palace, than to presei*ve life under the ignominious cha-racter of a 
mendicant, fed by stiangeis, and indebted for a piecarious asylum to a 
petty potentate. Chenguza yielded to his mother’s counsel, and preferring 
death to disgraceful exile, he caused a small boat to be privately prepaied, 
and kept in readiness at the gaut, or landing place disguising himself in 
the habit of a private gentleman, and attended only by two menials, he left 
Chagaing by bieak of day, and embaiking, rowed towards Ava, on the 

opposite shore. When the boat approached the principal gaut, at the foot 

\ 

of the walls, he was challenged by the centinels on duty : no longer desirous 
of concealing himself, he called out in a loud voice, that he was “ Chen- 
guza Nandaw-yeng Praw “ Chenguza, lawful lord of the palace.” A con- 
duct at once so unexpected and so resolute, struck the guards with astonisli- 
ment, who, either overawed by his presence, or at a loss how to act, for 

want of instructions, suffered him to proceed unmolested ; the crowd also, 

• 

that so extraordinary a circumstance had by this time brought together, 
respectfully made way for him to pass. Scaice had he leached the gate of 
the outer court of the palace, when he was met by the Attawoon, father 
of the princess whom he had so inhumanly slain : Chenguza, on perceiving 
him, exclaimed, “ Traitor, I am come to take possession of my right, and 
“ wreak vengeance on mine enemies.” The Attawoon instantly snatched 
a sabre from an attendant officer, and at one stroke cut the unhappy Chen- 
guza through the bowels^ and laid him breathless at his feet. 'No person 
was found to prevent, or avenge his death ; he fell unlamented, as he had 
lived despised. 
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Momien, destined to te a wretched tool m the hands of others, was not 
long suffered to enjoy his unexpected elevation At the instigation, it is 
believed, 6f the partisans of the present long, he caused the Att^woon who 
had slam Chenguxa to be apprehended, and on the accusation of having 
shed royal blood, contrary to the express letter of the cml and religious 
law, nhen it was his duty only to have seized the person of Chengura, and 
brought him a pnsoner to the lung, this ill fated nobleman was, without 
remorse, delivered over to the public executioner 

Shembuan Mia Shean Mmderagee Praw, tbe fourth son of the ijeceased 
Alompra, had ever carefully concealed under an humble extenor, and 
apparent love of retirement, ambition that aspired to the fiossession of the 
throne, his influence, though less promment than that of the other con ■- 
federates, yet contnbuted above all to the successful accomplishment of 
the late revolution An ideot youth, who had passed his life m monastic 
retirement, could have but few attached to hun from personal affection; 
and the use he made of his early power, did not encourage a hope that the 
state Mould denve much benefit from his future administration Mende 
ragec, therefore, found no difficulty in forming a party sufficiently powerful 
to crush in its first stage, the government of the young ecclesiastic. It is, 
lioMcscr, surmised, and apparently on good grounds, that the whole chain 
of c\cnts had been preconcerted, and that Momien, when urged to take 
on him tlie impcnal dignity, after he had fulfilled the views of others, tvas 
himself marked for destruction be tins as it may, Mmdcragcc met with 
little to obstruct the execution of ins plans On the first notice that Cha 
gaing M as abandoned b) Cficnguza, he left Monchaboo, and, at the head 
of 4000 men, took possession of the evacuated fortress the partisans of 
Mcndcragcc profess, tint it svas not his intention to proceed farther, but 
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lo tlo the duly of a good subject, by preserving the fort for Iiis legal sovc- 
rcigit; and add, that a deputation fiom the principal personages in Ava, 
inircating him to come and assume the reins of governmenf, which 
Momicn was found unworthy to hold, alone induced him lo take the sub- 
sequent steps. In compliance with tins real or pretended solicitation, he 
crossed the Irniwaddy, and scired on the ensigns of imperial authority, 

9 

Momicn was of course made prisoner. Deposition and imprisonment, 
however, did not satisfy the usurper: without assigning any cause, or 
granting even the fonn of trial, the unfotltmaic ncplicw was, by his uncle’s 
orders, conveyed to the river, and there plimgcd into the stream, between 
two jars, conformably to the Bimtan mode of executing membci-s of the 
royal family. 

The reign of Momicn, from the dale of his accession to that of Jiis dcatli, 
included only eleven days. These events happened in the Birman year 
114^.* The present King was then forty-three years of age; he Jiad two 
sons already grown up to man’s estate, and a third by a diffeicnt motlier, 
yet an infant. Mindcragee Praw having now past the impetuous season 
of youth, ascended the throne with all the advantages derivable from 
experience and example. 

The intoxication that so frequently attends on sudden prospeiity, seems 
not lo have affected the new monarch : he did not forget or prove un- 
grateful to those whose fidelity screened him in liis days of dangci, and 
afterwards raised him to the summit of his wishes. Although he obtained 
the sceptre by an act of aggravated muidcr, yet, aftei he became securely 
seated, he punished with moderation, and lewarded with liberality, 
wisely extending clemency to the seivants of his piedecessors. Maha-see- 


• Anno Domini, 1782. 
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soo ra, who had been dismissed and exiled by Chengdza, was recalled, 
and placed at the head of the Kings private council The chief Woon- 
gee,* who possessed power m the reign of Alompra, and had proved under 
every chahge a faithful servant to the crown, was continued in office The 
person who arrested Momien, and supenntended his execution, became 
principal Maywoon+ of the city The present Viceroy J of Pegue, then 
a -very young man, had the distnct and town of Meedee conferred on 
him by a royal grant, as a return for tlie attachment his father had mam 
fested towards the King, when suflenng under the jealousy of Chenguza , 
denying also an additional claim, from the arcumstance of the Kings 
eldest son having been fostered by his mother, which procured him the 
honorary title of Teekein, or pnnce Many others likewise tasted of the"' 
impenal bounty, and whilst obnoxious persons receded the benefit of an 
act of oblivion, denunaations of ngour were proclaimed against such as 
should in future act contumaciously, or dare to disturb the public repose. 

Kings, however, have other enemies to guard against, than avowed 
foes or nval competitors the wild maniac, or fanatical enthusiast, often 
under the influence of frenzy, directs the poignard to the breasts of mo- 
narchs The Birman King had but a short time enjoyed the crown, when 
he bad nearly been deprived both of his life and diadem, by a person of 

• This ooUraun nlll prcsi<!e9 lo thcanctnblyofWooni, axMlalihoughi 

from yeart, breome iDCapahlc of close snentlon to boilncjj, b held In high rwpect for hb 
long tried probity *nd prime worth 

+ There tre fonr Maywoonr, each of whom mpcrintendi the jorlfdlctlon of \ quarter of 
the dty ; they reprereot the ktog la their refpecUre courts ) tbdr decblonsi In caplul cases, 
arc rcthed by the Woods in the Lotoo, and afterwards 6nally determined by the king blmfclf 

^ This perromge b commonly called Mcedee Tctkeln, or Prtocc of Meedee ) spelt by 
Mr WooJ, Mctajdiy 
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this description. Magoung, a low born man, unconnected, and it is said 
without the privacy of any person of condition, who had always been 
remaikable for the regularity of his actions, and a gloomy cast of fliought; 
had influence enough to fonn a confederacy of 100 men, as visionary and 

despeiate as himself. This troop bound themselves in secrecy and fidelity 

» 

to each other by ,an oath : their object was to take away the life of the 

king; but to answer what end, or whom they designed to elevate, is not 

ascertained. These desperadoes, headed by Magoung,. at* daybreak in the 

morning, made an attack on the palace. The. customary guard over the 

king’s dwelling consists of 700 men, who are well appointed, and kept 

alert on duty. Notwithstanding this, -the attempt had mearly succeeded ; 

*bearing down the centinels, they penetrated into the interior court, and 

the king escaped, from the casual circumstance of being in the range of 
* * 

apai'tments belonging to the women, which he was least accustomed ^to 
frequent. His guards, who at first shrunk fiom ^the fury of the onset, 
quickly rallied; their courage and numbers overpoweied the assassins; 
and Magoung, with all his associates, were slain within ^the precincts of 
the palace. 

Minderagee Praw, whilst he led a recluse and private life, had imbibed 
much of the superstition that ^so ^strongly tinctures every form of religion in 

a 

the East. The gloomy Islamite,'* and tranquil Hindoo,^ are alike bigotted 


The Mussulman and Hindoo, 'though equally bigotted, yet, in their doctrinal tenets, are 
curiously contrasted. The Koran enjoins the disciples of Mahommed to make proselytes of 
the whole world, by the edge of the sword , the Shaster proscribes the whole world, and 
denies the cord of Hindooism to all mankind. The Mussulraen, 700 years ago, cut the throats 
of the Hindoos, because they refused to be circumcised ; the Indians never invite any man 
to abjure his faith. 
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to their faith, and suiceptible of the prejudices which ignorance and pnest- 
craft inculcate into minds uninstructed in the bemgn and enlightened 
doctrines of Christianity Dunng his days of leisure, the long had directed 
much of his attention to astronomical studies, and became a thorough 
behei er m judicial asjrology Bramins, who though infenor m sanctity to 
the Khaliaans, are nevertheless held m high respect by the Birmans, had 
for ages been accustomed to migrate from Cassay and Anacan, to Ava, 
where they always met with a favourable reception, and, on account of 
their supenor knowledge, were appointed professors of saence. A college 
was established, and certain lands appropnated for its support these 
doctors composed almanacs, calculated eclipses, and pronounced, from their 
intercourse uith the planets, the propitious or adverse season, to attempt* 
any momentous undertakmg Minderagee Praw had early accustomed 
himself to reverence this sect , he received from tliem instructions m his 
favounte study, and listened to their predictions with implicit credulity 
Long before his elevation they had foretold the fortune that awaited him, 
and the accomplishment of their prediction, confirmed Bramimcal inllu 
ence he appomted a certain number to be his pnvate chaplains, who, on 
court days, arrayed in uhite robes, and standing round the throne, chant 
a solemn benediction in melodious recitative This ceremony is per- 
formed as soon* as the king ascends the impcnal seat, and before the com 
mcncement of public business Prompted partly by the persuasions of 
his inspired counsellors, and partly by that desire of change wliicli Birman 
monarchs supcrstitiously entertain, Minderagee resolved to withdraw the 
scat of government from Awa Haung,* and found a new city The site 
fixed on for the projected settlement was judicious about four miles 


Ancient An 
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north-east of Ava, there is a deep and extensive lake called Tounzemaun, 
formed by the influx of the river during the monsoon, through a narrow 
channel, which aftei wards expands and displays a body of water a mile 
and a half broad, and seven or eight miles long. This lake first takes a 
noitherly diiection, nearly parallel with the liver; it aftemards curves to 
the south-east, in a lessening sheet, and diminishes to a morass, favour- 
able for the culture of lice. When filled by the peiiodical rain^, the lake, 
with the 1 iver on one sidcj incloses a dry and healthy peninsula, on which 
Ummerapoora, the name given to the new city, now stands. Buildings in 
the Birman counti y are composed for the most part of wood, and water 
carriage being here convenient, the old town was speedily demolished, and 
the present capital lose fiom its materials; whilst such was the assiduity 
used in removal, that Ummerapoora became in a shoit time one of the 
most flourishing and well built cities of the East ; the fort, likewise, which 

is spacious and regular, is completely fortified after the Asiatic manner. 

« 

A lofty rampart, protected by a parapet, and strengthened by bastions 
composed of excellent masonry, is further secured by a deep and broad 
ditch, faced with brick, and filled with water : the gateways are guarded 
by cannon, and retrenchments defend the passes of the ditch. 

The fiist year of the reign of Minderagee, was distinguished by the 
attempt of another petty insuigent, who meditated nothing less than the 
overthrow of the Birman, and the re-establishment of theTalien monarchy. 
A fanatic fisherman of Rangoon, named Natchien, a man of mean extrac- 
tion, availed himself of a prophecy circulated among the vulgar, that a 
person of his profession was to prove the instrument of deliverance to the 
Pegue people; and on the faith of this prediction, he induced several 
Peguers^ who lived in the district of Dalla,'to -enter into his designs, and 
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engage in lus support Th&e flMjierbdoes made dn atkcL lupon the 
muiucipal oEBcers, ivhfcn assembled 5n the Rhbotn, 'or public hall of jus 
tice, several 'of whom they put to the sword, bdt by the spinted exerimns 
of the Mayivoon, the rebellion wa4 crushed before it 'readied 'to a height 
that could endanger the state Tranquillity and order were rspeedily 
restored On 'this occasion, upwards of 5DO Peguers 'sufiered death -by 
the bxecuUoner, which Smpressed such a lasting terror bn ahe minds of 
others, that no attempt ‘has Smce been made by the Peguers, to cast off 
the Tlirman yoLe 

The'new monarch, mbre ambitious than his nephew, not content with 
the widely -extended dommions which he possessed, meditated yet further 
acquisitions, in a quarter hitherto untned by any descendant of Alompra 
’Conquest'had already been stretched 'southward as far as Mcrgui, on the 
coast of Tcnassercm, comprehendmg Tavoy, and the scieral ports on the 
■western shore of the peninsula Complete subjugation of the Cassajcrs 
■was scarcely to be expected, as 'from their hills and fastnesses they could 
incessantly harrass the invaders, and render the country an unproductive 
■waste Zemee, Sandapoora,* and many distncis of the Yoodra 5hann to 
the eastward, were tributary and governed by Chobwas, who annually 
paid homage to the Birman King The pros mce of Bamoo, the fort of 
Quantong, and several placei of less note, had been talen from the Chi 
nesc, as far as the woody mountains that divide the south west of Man 
chegec, or Yunan, from 'the hingdom of Ava West of Anoupcctoumiou 
lay a countiy, the ferliht) of whose soil, and its aptitude for commerce, 
ollracted the avarice of the Birman monarch, wliilst the imbecility of its 
■government Invited to an easy conquest The distance from the town of 
• Tie Till nime fat laodmuj, or Imu 
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Sembeu-Ghewn, on the west bank of the riyei: Irrawaddy, to Merong . 
Chickien, at the eastern foot of the hills, does not exceed forty-five miles; 
thence the distance over the mountains toTellakee, on the opposite side^ is 
fifty-six miles, but the road* is so difficult from natural impediments, that an 
enterprizing people might, with a small force, defend the passes against any 
numbers. The Biiman King, however, was too well acquainted with the 
supineness of Mahasumda,-}* Raja of Airacan, and the unwarlike dispo- 
sition of his subjects, to dread any vigorous opposition; he deteimined to 
invade the country, with a view to wrest it fiom its ancient rulers, and 
render it an appendage to the Birman crown. 

The ancient government of Arracan, according to the most authentic 
writeis, had never been so completely conquered as to acimowledge im- 
plicit vassalage to a foieign power: it experienced, in the two last cen- 
turies, the usual convulsions to which all states, and those of the eastern 
world in particular, are liable. The Moguls on the west, $ and the 
Peguers on the east, had, at different periods, carried their anus into the 
heart of the country. The Portugueze,§ sometimes as allies, at others 
as open enemies, gained an establishment in Arracan, which decayed only 

♦ Sjnce the final conquest of Arracan, the road from Sembeu-Ghewn to Tellakee has been 

> 

considerably improved , it is nevertheless still a laborious journey, owmg to the ruggedness 
of the way, and the steep mountains over which the traveller must pass. 

t Mahasumda is the Shanscrit title given to a long line of Kings of Arracan. Eastern. kings, 
whilst living, are usually denominated by their titles, of which they have many. 

^ The unfortunate Sultan Sujah, brother to Aurungzebe, was, by the king of this country, 
basely betrayed and put to death, for the sake of his treasure. See Dow’s Hindostan. 

§ Faria de Souza, on the Portugueze conquests in Asia. 

One Sebastian. Gonzales, owing to a combination of successful events, made himself 
master of the island of Chedubq, or Sandiva, which he maintained for some time, as an 
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With the general rum of their interest* m Asia Arracan, hower er, though 
ohen exhausted, rvas never wholly consumed, it always rose from its own 
ashes, a free and independent nation ' 

The natiVes of Arracan proper, call therr country Yee Kern, the Hin- 
doos of Bengal, Rossaun, the latter, uho have settled m great numbers 
m Arracaii, are denommated, by the onginal ' inhabitants, Kidaw Yee 
Kem, or uimaturalized Arracaners , the Moguls know it by the Persian 
name of Rechan Mogo is a term of religious import, and high sanctity, 
applied to the priesthood, and the kmg, whence the inhabitants are often 
called by Europeans, Mughs such a number of epithets used indiscnmi- 
nately, must prove embanking to the reader of the few sketches that 
have been given of this country Arracan, or Yee Kem, stretches soutli 
south-east from the n\cr Naff, the boundary that divides it from the ter- 
ntoncs of the India Company, as far as Cape Negrais, where the ancient 
Pcgue empire commenced The range of lolly mountains already men 
tioned, under the name of Anoupectoumiou, nearly encircles it From 
the quarter of Bassicn and Negrais, Arracan can be invaded only by 
water, through the many rivers that intersect the country adjacent to tlio 
sea From the side of Chittagong, entrance into Arracan must be 
effected by i march along tlie sea beach, nliich is intemipled by several 
channels, that chiell} one tlieir waters to the action of tlic tide Arra- 
can thus displays a great space of coast, \cry disproportionate to its 
internal extension A feu miles belou Tcllakcc, at the uestem foot, the 
n\cr, till then a streamlet that rises in the lulls, becomes navigable from 
the influx of the sea, in two tides a boat reaches the fort of Arracan 

ImJfpcndfni principalitjr hli ,I,c was owiag to a series of hclaoos crinies, and his rapid fall 
Is to be asenbed to the same source. Faria 
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From the fort (o the sea, the nver expands into a noble sheet of water, 
well adapted for trade, and llic reception of shipping, Cheduba and Ram- 
rcc, called by the himians Magou Kioun, and Yamgee Kioiin,*ait) extensive 
and highly cuUi\ ated islands, which, with An acan and Sandowy, foim four 
distinct provinces, and compichend the whole of the Arracan empiic. 

The inidc of Arracan was never very considerable; it is confined to 
sai4 bees' wax, elephants' teeth, and rice. This latter article is produced 
in such abundance, that it might be improved, by propci policy, into a 
lucrative bninch of commerce; the soil is luxuriant and well watered, and 
the contiguous islands arc uncommonly fruitful. Possession of Arracan 
and these islands, i)ccamc a still more desirable acquisition to the Bit mans, 
as afibrding protection to their boats, which, navigating in the north-west 
monsoon througli the channel and along the coast, make an annual voyage 
from Bassicn, Rangoon, and Martaban, to Chittagong and Calcutta, wheie 
they dispose of the produce of their counliics, and in icturn biing back 
cloth, and commodities of India. 

The invasion of Arracan being finally determined on,thc'EngceTeekicn, 
or prince royal, with his brothers, the piinccs of Prome, Tongho, and 
Pagahm, in the Birman year IH5+ (coiicsponding to 1783 of the Chris- 
tian eo), in the month Touzelien, left the imperial city, and ciossed to 
Chagaing, now become a place of icligious icsort from the number of 
Flaws, or temples erected in its neighbourhood; as well as for being the 
principal manufactory of idols, which, hewn out of an adjacent quarry^ 

• These arc the vut^ar names, they have also Shanscrit appellations, 
t The Birman solar year, ending at the vernal equinox, may create an apparent confusion 
in stating the two eras. 

4; 1 he quarry is at Meengoung, about twelve miles distant. 

P ‘ ' , 
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of fine alabaster, are sculptured here, and afterwards transported to the 
remotest comers of the empue. At this aty, they passed three days in the 
perfonnante of rchgious ceremonies , proceedmg tJience to Pagahm,* m 
past ages the residence of a long dynasty of kmgs, and still famed for its 
numerous temples, they renewed the pious ntes , after which they pur 
sued their journey to Kama, whence SOOO men, under the Pnnces of 
Tongho and Pagahm, were detached with orders to debark at hfaoung 
(formerly Loonzay), ^d mvade Arracan, by penetratmg through the 
passes of the mountains When the Engee Teekien and the Pnnco of 
Prome reached the city of Prome, the Seree of Shegoo was ordered to 
fall down the Irrawaddy with a strong fleet of boats, and enter Arracan 
by the creels and channels of the Bassien nver The elder prmces re- 
mained at Prome five days, and then crossed to Podang on the opposite 
bank, three miles lower down, here they halted fifteen days, m order to 
give the other detachments, whose routes were ihore circmtous, time to 
advance 

At tlie expiration of the penod that was judged necessary for the co 
operation of the dilfcrcnt detachments, the Engcc TccLien ordered tlic 
Prince of Prome, at the head of 7000 men, to advance, and attempt the 
defiles of the hills leading from Podang, whilst he condueted, in person, 
tlic mam army, keeping three dajs march m the rear of the front dnision 

• Pagahm ms once a city of oo orfltmy magnificence and extent; the wnlcr of this 
memoir, accompanied by the V i ce r oy of Pegue, oacended one of the pagodas or prawa, by a 
decayed and dangerous fiight of reps on the outside they had from the summit a yIch of 
ruloi, thlcUy scattered orer the face uf ibe country, as far as the eye could reach The 
\nceroy rcmiiked that to count the number of decayed temples on the plain bclbcc 
•mong the prortihlal ImpoisJblHiIci of the Dlrmans, 
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Two generals of reputation accompanied the Engec Tcekicn, Kioumee 
Matoiing, and Niinda Sicicyan : the detaclimcnt sent by watci , under the 
Scree, reached its destination before (hose that went by land could arrive. 
This ofiiccr met with no obstacle until he reached the frontiers 9f Ariacan, 
where, hearing that the prince of the country was preparing to attack 
him, he judged it most prudent to halt, and wait the approach of his 
friends, in order to prevent the Arracaners from concentrating tlieir force 
against his party. 

The way puisucd by the junior princes,^ was yet more difficult and 
distant than tliat by which the prince royal proceeded; probably they were 
sent only to make u diversion, and distract the attention of the enemy. 
Afici a iioubicsomc march of three weeks, the Prince of Piome, witli the 
advanced guard of the main army, icaclicd Loungyat,+ two days journey 
from tiie fort of Arracan, where, learning the situation of the Seree, he sent 
a body of JOOO men, under an Ackawoon, to his assistance. 

Impatient of dchiy, and probably desirous of seizing the present oppor- 
tunity to distinguish himself, the Prince of Prome resolved to assault the 
fort before his brother should arrive; with this intent he wrote to the 
Scree, ordering him to advance next day with the fleet, promising to co- 
operate and support him. In compliance with the Prince’s commands, 
the Seree put his armament in motion ; the King of Arriiqan had by this' 
time collected a fleet of boats, which suipassed, in size, those of the Bir- 
mans, although they were infcrioi in point of numbers. An action took 

* The Princes of Tonglio and Pagahm were infants at this time , the direction of the armies 
■was intrusted to others. It is a customary thing for Eastern princes to send their sons into 
the field, at a very tender age. 

t The distance is estimated at one hundred and twenty miles. 
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place about tv<o mJes from the fort, which terminated decidedly m favour 
of the Birmans The Arracan \essels tiere for the most part destroyed, 
those thatescaped, spread consternation around the approach of the Pnnce 
of Prome s ^rmy, completed the terror of thefnghted inliabitants Maha- 
sumda, in despair, collected his most valuable effects, Mhich he put on 
board boats, and then embarked himself, accompamed by hvenfy females 
of his paface, and thirty attendants, cluelly relations This party directed 
their course to an island called Kiounchoppa , but the Pnnce of Prome, 
receiving early mtclligence of their flight, ordered a detachment of 500 
men, in light boats, to pursue the fugitives The Birmans overlook them 
within one mile of tlie island, where Mahasumda bemg made pnsoner, 
together with all his retinue, was conducted back a captde to his own 
capital 

When the Engee Tcckien reached Loungyat, he was appnzed of the 
success of his brother The town and fort of Arracan fell after a faint 
resistance, the booty found is said to have been very considerable, but on 
nothing was a higlicr value placed than on an image of Gaudma (the Gou 
tcma* of tfic Hindoos), made of brass, and highly burnished The figure is 
about ten feet Iiigli, in the customary sittmg posture, iiith the legs crossed 
and ins’erlcd, the left hand resting on tlie lap, and the nglit pendant 
This image is behesed to be the onginal resemblance of tlie Reshec, taken 
from life, and is so highly venerated, that pilgnms have for centuries been 
accustomed to come from the remotest countries, where the supremacy of 
Gaudma is acknowledged, to pay their devotions at the feet of his brazen 
representative There were also five images of Bakuss, the demon of the 
Hindoos, of the same metal and of gigantic stature , these were accounted 
* Gooicnu li a name for Boi)Jh| or Budhoo. 
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of value, being guardians to the sanctuary of the idol. A singular piece* 
of ordnance was also found, of enormous dimensions, composed of huge 
bars of iron beaten into form : this ponderous cannon measured thirty 
feet in length, two feet and a half in diameter at the mouth, and ten 
inches in the calibre; it was transpoited to Ummerapooia by watei, and 
deposited in the yard of the royal palace, where it is now preserved as a 

ft 

military trophy ; it is mounted on a low carriage supported by six wheels, 
and is coveicd fiom the weathei by a wooden pent-hpuse. Gaudma and 
his infernal guaids were, in like manner, conveyed by water to the capital, 
with much pomp and supeistitious parade. 

The sui render of Cheduba, Ramree, and the Broken Isles, followed the 
• conquest of Arracan : many of the Mughs,+ or subjects of the Great Mogo, 
preferred flight to servitude, taking refuge in the Dumbuck hills, on the 
bordeis of the province of Chittagong, and in the deep forests and jungles 
that skiit the frontier: where they formed themselves into independent 
tribes of robbers, that have since created infinite vexation to the Birmans, 
and to this day commit merciless depredations on the persons and property 
of their conquerors ; many have settled in the districts of Dacca and Chit- 
tagong, under the protection of the Biitish flag, whilst others accepted the 
oath of allegiance, and bowed their necks to slavery, rather than abandon 
their country, and their household gods, t * 

The Princes of Tongho and Pagahm did not reach Arracan until the 


* The writer of this memoir, after his first audience, was indulged with a sight of this 
extraordinary piece ofVirdnance, and honoured with an introduction to the Arracan Gaudma. 
t The ancient inhabitants of Arracan are so called, from being subjects of the Great Mogo. 
J The sectaries of Budhoo are much attached to their Lares, or domestic gods. A Birman 
family is never without an idol in some corner of the house, made of wood, alabaster, or silver. 
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business was deaded, although they bore no share m the conquest, they 
secured a proportion of the booty,* the followers of theTongho Pnnce, in 
particulaJ-, are said to have committed the most wanton excesses on the 
unhappy natives of the country through which they passed 

The arrangements attending their conquest, occupied the princes for 
some tune Arracan, ivitb its dependencies, ivas constituted a provmce of 

c 

the Birman empire, and a Maywoon, or Viceroy, appointed to govern it. 
A man named Sholamboo, was first invested aitli that office, and one 
thousand Birman soldiers were left to gamson the fort , small parties were 
likmvise distributed in the dififerent towns, and many Birmans, who had 
obtained grants of lands, came with their families and settled in the 
country, thereby increasing the secunty of the slate These matters bein^ ‘ 
adjusted, the pnnccs returned to the Irrawaddy by the same route tlicy 
had advanced, and embarked at Podang, carrying with them Mahasumda 
and all Ins family This unfortunate monarch was treated at Ummerapoora 
with much respect , he was allotted a suitable dwelling and establishment, 
winch he did not long enjoy, before the first year of his captivity had 
elapsed, he died a natural death, after his decease his relations were suf- 
fered to sink into obscurity and want The reduction of Arracan was com- 
pleted in the short space of a few months 
The more recent actions of the reign of the present emperort may with 
greater propnet) be circumstantially recounted at some future period , a 

• The InluhlUDti of Tongho irt Eimoai for theJr reroeny mod Ilccniloasncu ; a chancier 
well prcaciTtd bjr ihe nsmerous followtn of ibe Pnace of Tonjho, w len the writer of ihia 
racmolf wai al ihc Birman capital 

1 ftra, Of emperor, U a lllle which ihe prcfcm king of the Blrmant haa amifncti ( the rorc 
^ mgn of Chiu la called 0»/r/ ftie, or Emperor of Oudcc, or China. 
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brief lecital of the principal events, and a concise view of the existing 
state of the empire, with the leflections which such a view natuially 
suggests, will enable the reader to form an adequate opiilion of 'the poli- 
tical impoitance of the nation that has been tieated of, and will close the 
subject of the picsent Chapter. 

The valuable acquisition of Arracan, did not satisfy the lust of con- 
quest that inflamed the emperor; he tinned his eyes towards the eastern 
peninsula, wheie the rival state of Siam was recovering its former vigour, 
after enjoying a long i espite from hostility 

The success of the Biiman arms over the Siamese, conducted by 
King Shembuan, has already been lecounted. Although the Biimans 
• could not retain possession of the inland paits of Siam, they nevertheless 
preserved dominion over the sea coast ; all the ports on the western shore 
of the Peninsula, as far as Meigui, in north lat. 50', continued subject 
to them. The island of Junkseylon was the only addition wanting to give 
them the entire dominion of the western coast, as far as the territories of 
the Malay Prince of Queedah ; by obtaining this island, the Birmans would 
monopolize the commerce of the Peninsula, and prevent the Siamese from 
communication with India by any other channel than that of the Gulf of 
Siam. The tiade of Junkseylon is considerable in ivory and tin: it 
stretches neaily north and south, about fifty or sixty mil^s : the centre of 
'the island is situated in eight degrees north ; it is likewise said to be de- 
sirable from the blessings of a luxuriant soil, and a mild climate. To effect 
this object, eleven ships of burthen were fitted out at Rangoon, destined 
to convey troops and warlike stoies; the Birmans, though expert ship- 
wrights, are indiflerent seamen, and altogether ignoiantnf the science of 
navigation : the present Shawbunder of Rangoon, descended of si Portugueze 
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familj , was appointed to conduct the fleet The diflcrent vessels n ere com- 
manded by persons of a like description, who had been bred up under the 
Birman ^govemmfent, and heldipett) ,oflices in the maritime ports, they, 
however, were considered in a light little supcfior to pilots, being under 
the checL and control of the commander of the land forces on board this 
Beet reached Mergui in tlie month of January, 1786 i i i > 
r In support of the troops and squadron sent bysea, a detachment of 8000 
men marched in the month of November from Rangoon, this bodjidid 
not reach Mergui until the 18th of February on tiie 7tli of March fol 
lowing, the fleet weighed anchor, and the forces bv land made in a cor 
respondent movement The arm of the sea that divides JunLseylon from the 
mam, is in some places very narrow the Birmans immediately on their 
amval, attacked the fort, which is situated on the east side of the island, 
and w ere successful, notwithitandmg a spinted resistance made by Praw se 
long, the Siamese governor, who aftenvards withdrew from the fort iritb 
llic intenor of the island Tlie Birmans found here a \'aluable booty, 
which tlicy embarked on board a sessel captured in the harbour, belong 
mg to a Mussulman merdiant of Masulipatam, but tiie ship never 
reached her destined port meeting with a gale of wind in tiie Ba) of 
Martaban, slic foundered at sea, and cicr)’ soul perished The triumph of 
the Birmans was of short duration , the Siamese got emor rallied his forces, 
and hating procun-d an addition to his strength, became m Ins turn the 
assailant, with so good cITcct, that the Birmans thought lit to retreat to 
their shipping, which the) did not accomplish without a heat) loss ap- 
prclicnsite of )ct greater disasters, the) rclurncd to i\lcrgm, wliciico the 
fleet sailed for Rangoon, and the troops marched to Martaban, with intent 
to canton during the raiii) season 
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The Biiman monarch, whose piide was deeply moitified at the ill for- 
tune of his anus at Junkseylon, resolved to lepair the disgrace, and invade 
Siam with such a force as he conceived would be irresistible ; and fui ther, 
to insuie success, announced his intention to lead the troops ija person. 
He accoidingly left Ummerapooia at the head of 30,000 men, with a tram 
of twenty field pieces, and taking the route of Tongho, reached Martaban 
in the spring of the year 1786: a detachment was likewise sent to in- 
vade 1101 th Siam, and another ordered to penetrate on the southern 
quarter fiom Tavoy. A fleet was also equipped, consisting of sixteen 
ships, mostly belonging to tiadeis, which weie either hired of the owners, 
or impiessed for the occasion: this armament blocked up the haibour of 
* Junkseylon. Such vigorous preparations inspired the Biimans with san- 
guine hopes . too much confidence, however, often betrays into error. The 
Emperor, already anticipating victoi y, marched fi'om Martaban, and had 
scarcely entered the Siamese territories, when he was opposed by Pietick- 
sing, the King of Siam, with a powerful aimy; a furious engagement 
ensued, in which the Birmans were completely routed, and their useless 
cannon* taken by the enemy The Empeioi himself, who narrowly escaped 
being made prisoner, returned to his capital with precipitation . the fugi- 
tives found protection in Martaban ; and the other detachments hearing of 
the misfortune of the main body, likewise retreated Th^ season foi field 
operations being far advanced, hostilities weie for sometime suspended on 
both pides. 

In the commencement of the ensuing year, the Siamese, in considerable • 
force, laid siege to Tavoy; but after a long struggle weie compelled to 

r 

* Many well informed men among the Birmans, ascribe their defeat to the incumbrance 
of their cannon, which were old ship guns mounted on low carriages, 

o 
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retreat and abandon the enterpnze The place was defended by Maha- 
see soo ra, tvho m the month of April, 1788, was promoted to tlie May- 
woonship, or Viceroj'alty of Martaban, which comprehends t\athm its 
jurisdiction, Tavoy, Mergui, and all the Birman possessions to the south- 
tvard Tatoy being a place of great importance, was left with a strong 
garrison, to the care of an officer named Numeapeou, by some called 
Miapeou, a man of low extraction, whose father had originally been a 
mercliant of small between China and Ava, and ha\mg amassed 
money, obtained influence by a judicious application of his wealth For 
some time Miapeou conducted himself with fidelity m liis command , but 
on the decease pf Maha see soo ra, m the year 1790, being disappointed 
of the Viceroyalty of Martaban, which was given to an officer named 
Mcen la zc zo, he entered into an intrigue with the Siamese, and agreed 
to dcluer up the fort to them, on certain stipulations for himself and his 
adherents, the compact bemg concluded, possession ivas given to the 
enemy, who stationed a strong garrison in it, and as a further protection, 
encamped a body of troops in its neighbourhood 

Earl) in the )ear 1791, Sombec Meengce and Attawoon Mien, officers 
of high distinction, were ordered to proceed from Ummerapoora by land 
against the rebel , a fleet of sixty boats sailed about the same time from 
Rangoon, which were speedily to be followed by three ships, tlien fitting 
out at the same port The boats liaving arrived before the ships could 
rcacli their destination, injudiciousl) entered the n\er of Tavoy, and began 
an atncL on the suburbs bordering on the banLs Miapeou, with a parly 
of rebel Birmans and a dctacliment of Siamese, opposed them, and m 
light war boats soon got the better of (hciinwicldy junls that had crossed 
Che ba) Many of the Birman scskIs were destrojed, iiid those that 
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escaped took refuge in Mergui, where soon after this disastei , the ships 
also arrived. 

The army from Ummerapoora having reached Martaban, halted there 
during the rainy monsoon. Early in the season for action, the Engee Prav^^, 
or Prince royal, left the capital and came down to Rangoon, biinging with 
him a considerable accession to the southei n force ; the Assay Woongee, 
and several officers of distinguished rank, attended in his suite. “ By the 
time he had i cached Rangoon, the fiist division, under Sombee Meengee 
and Attawoon Mein, had proceeded against Tavoy; the piince halted 
at Rangoon, but sent forward the greatest pait of his troops to support 
the advanced army : the ships also that had put into Mergui, again sailed 
• for Tavoy. On the anival of the arniy and shipping, an engagement took 
place between the Siamese and Birmans, partly on land, and partly at the 
mouth of the river, the Siamese disputing the entiance in their war-boats ; 
in this contest the Siamese were worsted, and driven with great slaughter 
into the fort, which the Birmans immediately invested ; and having en- 
trenched and stockaded themselves, commenced a formal blockade. No 
supplies could now reach the besieged, whilst the Birmans, though the 
adjacent country was unproductive, being masters of the sea, procured 
subsistence from Airacan and Rangoon, which the provincial officers of 
those countries transported to the army, in whatever ships they could lay 
their hands on, pressing indiscriminately the vessels* of all nations, that 

♦ Amongst these were several ships belonging to English traders, the commanders of which 
forwarded a remonstrance to Lord Cornwallis, and the Supreme Council, complaining of the 
outrage. It is generally supposed, that the Birman King ordered liberal remuneration to be 
made to those whose ships were pressed, but that the provincial officers fraudulently with- 
held his bounty. 
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happened to be in their ports The seige was thus protracted for some 
montlis, and the place at last fell by treachery The Birmans, who under 
Rfiapeou had onginally been instrumental to puttmg the fort m posses- 
sion of tjie Siamese, became discontented, probably through want a 
clandestine correspondence commenced between them and the leaders of 
the besieging army a proper understandmg bemg established, at a con 
certed hbur of the night, the enemy advanced to storm the outworks of 
the fort, when the Siamese rose to repel the assault, the Birmans within, 
whose fidelity was not suspected, feB upon the garrison, wlucli, consisting 
of 3000 gallant soldiers, were cut to pieces, either by their pretended 
allies, or avowed foes, who soon gained admission through the means of 
their perfidious countrymen Miapeou was not found , he bad withdrawn! 
from the fort sometime before, and escaped into the country of the Sia 
mese The Birmans thus again became masters of the important fortress 
ofTavoy 

In the mean while affiiirs at Mergui seemed likely to exhibit a diCTerent 
scene from tliatwliich was passing at Tavoy here, tlie Birmans acted on the 
dcfcnsiic, md the Siamese were the assailants A brother of the King of 
Siam liad invested the gamson witli a strong force, and pressed the siege 
so closci) that the Birmans were reduced to the utmost extremity, and 
must base surrandcred, but lor the opportune amsal of six ships and 
5000 men, dclichcd to their aid from Taso) , the besiegers, disheartened 
b) the appearance of these succours, relinquished the cnierpnsc, and 
retired into the interior of the countr) 

Subsequent to these cscnls, no action of importance appears to base 
taken place between the contending powers, the )car 1793 opened with 
oscrturcs for peace on the part of the Siamese, a ncgociation commenced, 
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^'hich speedily terminated in the ratification of a treaty, highly favourable 
to the Birman interests. By this compact, the Siamese ceded to the Bir- 
mans, the western maritime towns, as fur south as Mergui , thus yjelding to 
llicm entire possession of the coast of Tenasserem, and the two^ important 
ports of Mergui and Tavoy ; acquisitions of great moment, when consideied 
-cither in a political or commercial light. 

Indisputably pre-eminent among the nations inhabiting the v^st penin- 
sula that separates the gulf of Bengal from (he Chinese sea; possessed of 
a territory equal in extent to the German empire; blessed with a salubri- 
ous climate, and a soil capable of producing almost every article of luxury, 
convenience, and commerce, that the East can supply, Miamma, or Bir- 
• mall, thus happily ciicumstanccd, enjoyed the pleasing prospect of a long' 
exemption fiom the miseries of war; but unbending pride, and resent- 
ment unjustihably pioscculcd, nearly embroiled them in fresh tioubles, 
before they had time to profit by the advantages of peace, and threatened 
to raise them up a foe far more formidable than the Chinese, Arracaners, 
Peguers, Siamese, and Cassayers. * 

The trade of Airacan, which is chiefly carried on with the eastern ports 
through an inland navigation, when the rivers are swollen by the rains, 
had suffered repeated inteiniptions fiom piiatical banditti, who, infesting 
the Broken Islands, among wliich the channels wind, that are the usual 
couise of boats, not only committed depredations on private merchants, 
but had even the hardiness to attack fleets, laden with the royal customs.’^ 
These robbers, 'when the season of the year did not admit of their plun- 
dering on the water, sought adventures by land ; and, as theBiimans allege, 
conveyed their booty of goods and cattle across the river Naaf, into the 
* Customs are usually received in kind, viz. one-tenth of the commodity. 
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Chittagong province, where, secure from puiruit, being then under pro 
tection of the British flag, they disposed of their spoils to advantage, and 
lived at ease, until returning want impelled them to renew their predatory 
inroads 

The nver Naaf, which bounds the Bntish and Birman temtones, is 
situated at a considerable distance from the town of Chittagong, the seat of 
provmcial government, and residence of the English magistrate The banks 
of this nver are covered with deep jungles, mierspersed with scanty spots of 
cultivation, and a few wretched villages, where dwell the poorest class of 
herdsmen, and the families of roving hunters, whose occupation it is to 
catch and tame the wild elephants, with which these forests abound The 
asylum that such unfrequented places offered to persons concerned in a , 
lawless tralEc, rendered it easy to be earned on without the knowledge of 
the English officers of justice , nor could it possibly reach the notice of 
the Supreme Board, unless a proper representation was made, either by 
the individuals tliat were aggneved, or by the government of their country 
This, however, was a condescension, to whicli the mighty Emperor of the 
Birmans, who conceives himself supenor to every potentate on earth, 
w ould never stoop To ask redress was beneath his digmty, he proceeded 
by a more summary course to do himself justice On Its being ascer* 
tamed that tlircq distinguished leaders of the robbers had sought refuge 
in the Bntish distncts, his Birman Majest), without communicating his 
intention, or in any form demanding the fugiliies, thought fit to order a 
bod) of 5000 men, under an officer of rank, to enter llic Company a ter 
nlones, with posin' c injunctions to the commander nof to return, unless 
he brought w illi hmi the delinquents, dead or alii c , further, to support this 
dctacljiicut, an army of 20,000 men were held m readiness at Arracan 
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So iinexpecicd an aggi-ession, oflerecl without any pievious remon- 
sli'ancc, or the assignment of any pica, left no loom for discussing the 
merits of the case. The Birmans having taken upon themselves to redress 
their own grievances, it became ncccssaiy to convince them that, they had 
mistaken the mode; and what they might readily piocure from English 
justice, they could never cxloit through fear: to accomplish this purpose, 
a strong detachment vas formed at the presidency, the conduct of which 
was intrusted to Major General Eiskinc; the tioops proceeded from Cal- 
cutta to Chittagong, a battalion of Europeans and artillciy by water, and 
the native sepoys by land. 

Scree Nunda Kiozo, the Bimian chief, to whom the aiduous task of 
• icclaiming the fugitives was assigned, acted with more ciicumspection 
and prudence, than the government fiom which he had leceived his in- 
structions. After his army had crossed the livcr, and encamped on the 
western bank, he dictated a letter to the Biitish judge and magistiate of 
Chittagong, acquainting him of the reasons for the inioad ; that the caption 
of the delirlquents was his sole object, without haibouiing any design of 
hostilities against the English. At the same time he declared, in a style 
of peremptory demand, that until they were given up, he would not depart 
from the Company’s territories ; in confirmation of this menace, he forti- 
fied his camp in the Birman manner, with a stockade, and seemed detei- 
mined to resist any attempt to oblige him to retire. These matters being 
reported to goveinment, the Governor General was pleased to order the 
Magistrate of Chittagong to apprehend the lefugees, and keep them in 
safe custody until fuither directions. 

On the^approach of General Erskine, Seree Nunda Kiozo sent a flag of 
^ truce, to propose terms of accommodation, stipulating for th'e 'sul'rendelr of 
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the fugitives, as the basis of the agreement The General replied, that no 
proposals could be listened to whilst the Birmans continued on English 
ground , but as soon as they should withdraw from their fortified camp, and 
retire intlpn their own frontiers, he would enter upon the subject of their 
complamts, notifying also, that unless they evapiated the Company s 
possessions m a limited time, force would be used to compel them The 
Birman chief, in a manly confidence of the English character, personally 
waited on General JSrsLine, and disclosed to him the nature of lus in- 
structions, the enormity of the offenders, and the outrages they had com- 
mitted General Erslane, whose moderation and judgment on this occa 
Sion cannot be too highly commended, assured him, that it was far from 
the intention of the Bntish government to screen delmquents, or sanction ‘ 
m their country an asylum for robbers, but as the manner in which the 
Birman troops had entered the Company s distnct, was so repugnant to 
the pnnciples that ought to regulate the conduct of nvilized fiations, it 
was impossible for him to recede from his first determination He 
gaic hopes, notwithstanding, tliat if the Birmans jicaceably rttjrcd, the 
Goiernor General would institute a regular mquiry mto the charges pre- 
ferred against the prisoners adding, tliat instant compliance with the 
conditions presenbed, was the only ground on which they could expect 
so great an intulgencc The Birman General, either contented with 
this intimation, or convinced that opposition would be fruitless, professed 
his reliance on General Erslinc, and agreed to withdraw his troops the 
retreat was conducted in tlie most orderlj manner, and so stnet was the 
subordination observed in the Birman arm), that not one act of violence 
was commuted cither on the person or propcrl) of Bntisli subjects, dunng 
the time their troops continued williin the Compan) s districts General 
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Ei'slcine was aficnvards empowered, by the Govcinbr Gencial, to investi- 
gate the charges against the mfiigccs, when, after a formal and delibeiate 
hearing, their gtiilt being established on tlie clearest evidence,* they were 
delivered ovci to their own laws, by whose sentence, two out of the three 
underwent capital pu.nishmcnt. 

The amicable teiminalion of this dilTcicnce, alToidcd favouiable oppor- 

*) * 

tiinity to acquire a more accurate knowledge than had hitherto been 
obtained, of a people, ;\hose situation, extent of tcrutory, and commeicial 
connections with British India, icndeied a liberal intei course 'with them 
highly desirable. TIic trade between Calcutta, Madras, and Rangoon, had 
of laic years sQ't^apidly increased, as to become an object of national im- 
" porlance, moic particularly on account of teak limber, the produce of 
Ava and Peguc, wJicnce Calcutta and Madras’^ draw all their supplies of 
wood for ship building, and for vaiious other pui poses. A commerce in 
one article so essential to us, and, on a geneial scale, so extensive as to re- 
quiie an annual rcluni of Indian commodities to the amount of £'200, 000. 
sterling, "was an object: well \\orth cultivating. Representations had, at 
different times, been made to the Supicmc Boaid by piivate merchants, and 
mariners, complaining of injustice and oppression at the port of Rangoon; 

" j 

the lecent inroad of the Biimans, which originated partly in pride, and 
partly in ignorance, would probably not have occurred, h*M theie existed an 


♦ Teak cannot be conveyed from the Malabar to the Corotnandcl coast, or to Calcutta, 
unless at an cxpcnce so great, as to preclude the attempt. It is said, that this incomparable 
wood grows in pcrfftction on the banks of the river Godavery , but the impediments of pro- 
curing It from that quarter have hitherto been found insurmountable. Several excellent ships, 
built in the river of Bengal, of Pegue teak, have delivered and received cargoes in the river 
Thames. ' 


R 
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autliomed cliannel of intercourse between the respective governments 
To prevent the recurrence of a like misunderstanding , to form a commer- 
cial connexion on equitable and fixed pnnaples, and to establish a confi- 
dential and authentic correspondence, such as ought to subsist between 
two great and contiguous nations , Sir John Shore (now Lord Teignmouth) 
thought proper to send a formal deputation to tlie Binnan court Nor were 
these the only ends to be answered by the embassy , the influence, wluch 
the natural enemies of Great Bntam had acquired m that quarter, was to 
be combated, and, if possible, overcome, whilst the natives were to be im 
pressed with an adequate sense of the power, the resources, and, above 
all, the equity of the British character, in such a manner as to convmce 
them that their real mterests were connected with a state that neither ^ 
meditated, nor w ould suffer encroachment , and sought for nothing beyond 
an interchange of mcrchandue, on terms mutually beneficial The result 
of this mission, through the vanous ittages of its progress and completion, 
will be detailed in the subsequent pages, thus far it has realised the 
expectations of the Bntish goicmmcnt, and gives a flattering promise of 
national advantage, except it should hereafler be obstructed by impedi 
ments, wliicli no penetration can foresee, and against wluch no human 
compact can proiidc 

The Birmans, iffidor their present monarch, arc certainly rising last in 
the scale of Oriental nations, and, it is to be hoped, that a long respite 
from foreign wars, will gne them leisure to improie their natural advan 
tages Knowledge increases with commerce , and as the) arc not shackled 

4 

by an) prejudices of casts, restricted to hereditary occupations, or for 
bidden from participating with strangers iii cicry social bond, their 
advancement will, in all probabihl) be rapid At present, so far from 
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ibelng in a slate of intellectual daikness, although they have not ex- 
plored the depths of science, or reached to excellence in the finer arts^ 
they yet have an undeniable claim to the character of a civMized, and' 
well instructed, people. Their laws are wise, and pregnant .with sound 
momlity; their police is better regulated than in most Euiopean coun- 
tries; their natural disposition is fiiendly, and hospitable to strangers; 
and their manneis lather expressive of manly candoui, than courteous 
dissimulation: the gradations of rank, and the respect due to station, 
are maintained with a scrupulosity which never relaxes. A knowledge 
of letters is so widely diffused, that theie are no mechanics, few of the 
peasantry, or even the common wateimen (usually the most illiterate 
• class) who cannot read and write in the vulgar tongue. Few, however, 

r 

are versed in the more erudite volumes of science, which, containing many 
Shanscrit teniis, and often written in the Pali text, are (like the Hindoo 
Shasters) above the comprehension of the multitude; but the feudal system, 
which cherishes ignorance, and renders man the property of man, still ope- 
rates as a check to civilization and impiovement. This is a bar which 
gi'adually weakens, as their acquaintance with the custorns and manners 
of other nations extends ; and unless the rage of civil discord be again 
excited, or some foreign power impose an alien yoke, the Birmans bid fair 
to be a prosperous, wealthy, and enlightened people. * 
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CHAPTER L 

Embark on board the Sea-Horse — sail from Calcutla — make the Cocoa 
Islands — touch at Port Cornwallis, in the Great ^Andaman. — Hospi- 
tablij received bij Captains Ramsay and Stokoe. — Some Account of the 
Island — imperfectlij known to the Ancients — barbarism and wretched 
State of the Matives, — Singular Account of two young Women. — Fre- 
quent scarcity of Food. Brutal Behaviour of some B^igal Fisher- 

man. — JV'atufal Ptyducts of the Island. — Rams excessive. — Colony 
sickly — causes. — Prepare to departr 

I 

Having leceived my commissions from the Governor General, one ap- 
pointing me Agent Plenipotentiary, with powers to treat, in the name of 
the Supreme Goveniment of India, with the Emperor of Ava ; the other, 
vesting m me authority to take cognizance of the conduct of the British sub- 
jects, trading to, or lesiding in, the countries I was destined to visit; on 

* t J 

the 21stof Febiuai'y, 1795,1 embarked at Calcutta, on board theSea-Hoise, 
an armed ciuizer belonging to the East India Company, Captain Thomas, 
Commander, attended by Mi. Wood, Assistant and Secietary, and Dr. 
Buchanan, Surgeomto the mission A Havildar,"^ Naick, t and 14 Sepoys, 
selected from a battalion at the military station of Bairacpore, foimed an 
attendant guard; these, with an Hindoo Pundit, x for whose company I 


^ Native serjeant 


t Native corporal. 


Professor of Hindoo learning. 
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was indebted to the goodness of Sir Robert Chambers, a Moonshee,* and 
uifenor domestics of vanous descriptions, mcreased our numbers to more 
than seYenty persons Light and unfavourable breezes retarded our pro 
gress doim the nver, and before we had got clear, an acadent liappcned 
that created much concern An hospital assistant, in the employment of 
Dr Buchanan, who bad never before been in a'ship, arose m the middle 
of the night, 'walied leisurely to the gangw-ay, and, insensible to his situa 
tion, stepped overboard mto a rapid tide, and was heard of no more , this 
early loss of a good and useful man, impressed a general sentiment of 
regret upon tlie whole crew 

On the etemng of the 26th, our pilot left us in seven fathom tvater, 
having then passed all the dangers of the channel The wind continuin,, 
foul, we anchored for the night, next morning weighed and stood to the 
south east with a favouring breeze, which blew without intermission till 
the -Ith of March, when we made the Great and Little Cocoa Islands, 
so called from bemg clothed with cocoa nut trees of unusual luxuriance 
These islands are hat, small, and swampy, they arc uninhabited, and des 
litute of good water We percenxd the nuns of a hut on the sea shore, 
which had been erected by an adventurer, who came tliillicr from Madras 
to express oil from the cocoa nut the scheme did not succeed , some of 
the party died, and the rest relinquished the project Steenng between 
the southern Cocoa, and the north end of the Island of Andaman, wo 
opened Port Cornwallis on the east side of the latter At eleven o clock 
on the 5th, we hauled our wind and stood in, at onq, our ship came to 
andior, a quarter of a mile from the shore On landing we were received 
by Captains Ramsa) and Stokoe (Colonel Kjd, the Governor, being 

• A Mnnulman profmor of Unjiupr 
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absent) with the kindest hospitality, which was equally extended to the 
captain and officers of the ship, and continued to eveiy individual belong- 
ing to the mission, during the time that we remained their guests.., 

The settlement in Port Cornwallis is not situated on the .principal 
island, but on a smaller one within the harbour, named by the English, 
Chatham Island; the utmost length of which does not exceed two miles, 
and the bieadth little more than half a mile: the soutliern extremity ter- 
minates in a nan‘ow neck of land, foi dable at low water to the main. 

The Andaman Islands are a continuation of the Archipelago, that ex- 
tends from Cape Negrais to Atchein Head, stretching fiom 10° 32,' to 13°40' 
north latitude, and fiom 90° 6' to 95° 59' east longitude. What has been 
Vpnsidered as the Gieat Andaman, is the most northern, about one hun- 
dred and forty miles in length, and not exceeding twenty broad. A sepa- 
ration, or strait, however, has lately, owing to a fatal accident/ been 
discovered in this island, which, in fact, divides it into two, and opens a 
deal passage into the Bay of Bengal. The first settlement of the English 
was made m the year 1791, near the southern extiemity of the island, in 
a bay on the east side; but it was aftenvards lemoved in 1793, by advice 

* In the month of February, 1792, a vessel was freighted from Madras to carry stores to 
his Majesty’s fleet at Andaman , the master being unacquainted with the harbour, sent a 
' small boat, in the afternoon, to explore an opening in the land, that appeared like the en- 
trance , the boat stood in, it fell dark, and she was swept, by a rapid current, through a 
channel that divided the main island, and opened into the Bay of Bengal. The north-east 
monsoon prevailed with great violence : unable to work against stream and wind, the boat 
was borne to leeward, ‘And driven irresistibly into the Indian ocean. Eighteen days after- 
wards she was picked up by a French ship, near the equinoctial line. The crew consisted 
of two Europeans and six Lascars , and, shocking to relate, when relieved by the French 
ship, three of the Lascars had been ktlled and eaten by their companions. 
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of Admiral Cornwallis, to the place where it as now established The 
original object of the undertaking ivas to procure a commodious harbour 
on the east side of the ba), to receive and shelter his Majest) s ships of 
Mar, during the contmuance of the north-east monsoon, it ivas also used 
as a place of reception for convicts, sentenced for transportation fiom 
Bengal 

No wnter of antiquity has transmitted a distinct account of the Anda 
mans, they were mcluded by Ptolemy, together with the Nicobars and 
lesser islands, in the general appellation of insula bona Jortima, and sup- 
posed by him to be inhabited by a race of Anthropophagi * The mild 
inoDcnsivc Nicobarians ha\e long since been acquitted of the horrid im 
putation, but the different form, disposition, and habits of the few wretched i 
savages mIio wander on the shores of the Andamans, may have given 
ground for a supposition that human flesh has been eaten by them , if so, 
It probably arose more from the impulse of excessive hunger, than from 
s olunlary choice , a conclusion, that well authenticated instances of the 
distress they at times endure, appear to aulborue 4 

In the evening ne walked round the grounds that had been cleared, 
making a circuit of little more than a quarter of a mile, partly along the 
beach, and partly by a path leading- through heaps of brushnood, and 
the trunks of huge trees that had recently been felled A small garden, 
diligently tilled,- produced but a scant) crop of Indian vegetables A 

• Euitblui Rcniinki, In Iil« inniUllDn of ihe iceoimt giren by two Mibomnbn InTctltn, 
wbo jmtntytd eiilwint. In the nlnih eentniy, oyi, “ beyond ihcjc ;wo Uhndt (probably the 

•* Nkobara) liea the tea of Andaman The people on tbli coast cal human httb qnhc saw , 

" iheir compicilon ii black, ibeir hair frizzled, ibcir coontenance and eyci ftl£blfiil, ibclr 
" frti are very large, almost a cubit, and they go qulie naked ** 
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shallow soil, impregnated with leaves and decayed brushwood, washed 
down by the mountain streams, proved at first unfavourable to cultivation; 
the pains, however, which had been bestowed, seemed likely in the end 

■i 

to overcome this discouragement. The situation of the settlement on the 
side of a hill, rising abruptly from the verge of the sea, although calcu- 
lated to avoid the unwholesome effects of stagnant waters, was yet at 
times attended with great inconvenience, owing to the impetuosity of the 
torrents. 

Notwithstanding the colony had been established* on its present site 
little more than sixteen months, the habitations of the commandant and 
ofiicers, and the huts of the inferior classes, were rendered extiemely com- 
fortable. The fill St constructed of stone and planks, the latter of mats 
and clay, thatched with leaves of the rattan, or covered with boards. The 
surgeon had a separate dwelling assigned him, and there was likewise a 
commodious mess-room. The number of inhabitants altogether was about 
700, including a company of sepoys as a guard over the convicts, and a 
defence to the settlement. 

J> 

A situation more picturesque, ,or a view more romantic, than that 
which Chatham island and Cornwallis harbour present, can scarcely be 
imagined; land-locked on all sides, nothing is to be seen but an exten- 
sive sheet of wafer, resembling a vast lake, interspersed with small islands, 
and environed by lofty mountains clothed with impenetrable forests. 
The scenery of nature, in this sequestered spot, is uncommonly striking 
and grand. 

All that vnyagei's have related of uncivilized life, seems to fall short of 
the barbarism of lfie -people of Andaman. The ferocious natives of New 
Zealand, or the shivering half-animated savages of Terra del Fuego, arc 

S 
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in a relative stale of refinement, compared to these islanders * The popu- 
lation of the Great Andaman, and all it dependencies, does not, according 
to Captain Stohoe, exceed 2,000 or 2,500 souls , tliese are dispersed in 
small societies along the coasts, or on the lesser islands ivitlun the liarbour, 
never penetrating deeper than the skirts of the forests, which hold out 
little inducement for them to enter, as they contain no animals to supply 
them with food Their sole occupation seems to be that of chmbmg rocks, 
or roving along the margin of the sea m quest of a precanous meal of fish, 
which dunng the tempestuous season the) often seek for in vain 

The Andamaners are not more favoured m the conformation of their 
bodies, than in the endomnents of their mmd In stature, tlicy seldom 
exceed fnefeet, their limbs are disproportionably slender, Ihcir belliip' 
protuberant, with high shoulders and large "heads, and, strange to find in 
this pan of the world, they arc a degenerate race of Negroes with wooll) + 

• Mr Mindcn, to hii otcelltnt hiBorj' of the IiUnd of Sumiua, li of opinion, that the 
inhabitants of the Batta countryi in the northcni part of that Island, eat human flesh , and 
the authorities on which ho grounds his belief, seem to authenticate the faett It\Ioesnot, how* 
ercr appear that human flesh was substituted by them In place of ordinar/ food, but eaten 
rather as a barbarous cer e mony, to Indicate reven^ on their enemies, or abhorrence of crimes, 
the only Tlctims being prisoners taken In war, or capital conricta* 

i It IS a matter of much curlodty to discover the origin of a race of people, so widely dlf 
fenng, not only from all the Inhabliants of that vast continent In the bosom of which the 
libnd of Andaman If embayed, but also from the natives of the Nicobar Islands, which 
arc Immediately contiguous to It Hitherto, the Inquiries of travellers seem to hare pro 
duced no sathfactory conclusion: some hare supposed that a Portugucie ship, early In the 
1 6th century, laden with slaves from Mosambique, had been cast on Ihese shores, and that the 
present Andamaners are the descendants of such as escaped drowning TTjIs conjecture If 
prtned to be grostly erroneout, from the account given by the two hfahomroedan trartllers, 
long anterior to the natigation of those seas by Europeans The Arabians, however, who 
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hair, flat noses, and thick lips; their eyes arc small and red, their skin of 
a deep sooty black, whilst their countenances exhibit the exlieme of wretch- 
edness : a horrid mixture of famine and ferocity. They go quite, naked, 
and arc insensible of any sliamc fiom exposinc. Two young women, 
alluicd by the temptation of fish, wcic seemed, and brought on board a 
ship at anchor in the haibour: the captain treated them with great hu- 
manity; they soon got rid of all feai of violence, except what might be 
offered to their chastity, which they guarded \^ilh unremitting vigilance : 
although they had a small apailmcnt allotted to themselves, and had no 
real cause for apprehension, one alwa)s naichcd whilst the othei slept; 
they suffered clothes to be put on, but took them olf again as soon as 
>q^portunity offered, and threw them away as useless incumbrances. When 
their fcais w'crc over they became cheeiful, chattel ed with freedom, and 
were ine.xprcssibly diverted at the sight of theii ow'ii poisons in a miiroi ; 
they wcic fond of singing, sometimes in melancholy recitative, at othei s 
in a lively key; and often danced about the deck wdth great agility, slap- 
ping their posleiiois with the back of their heel. Wine and spirituous 
liquors were disagreeable to them ; no food seemed so palatable as fish, 
lice, and sugar. In a few 'weeks, having lecoveied sticngth and become 
fat, from the more than half-famished state in wdiich they weie brought on 
board, they began to think confinement iiksome, and longed to legain 


sailed on the Indian Ocean so early as the yth century, and who not only explored the conti- 
nent of India as far as the Chinese sea, but likewise gained a knowledge of most of the eastern 
islands, might, by an accident similar to th.at which has been ascribed to the Portugueze vessel, 
have peopled Andaman with its present Negro race. It deserves remark, that on the conti- 
nent of India extra Gangem, figures of Boodh, or Budhoo, the Gaudma of the Birmans and 
Siamese, are often seen with the characteristic hair and features of the Negro, 
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their native freedom In the middle of the night, when all but the watch- 
man were asleep, tlie) passed in sdence tlirough the captams cabin, 
jumped out of the stem windows into the sea, and swam to an island half 
a mile distant, where it ivas in vam to pursue them, had there been any 
such mtention, but tlie object was to retain them by kindness, not by 
compulsion, an attempt that has failed on every tnal Hunger may (and 
these instances are rare) induce them to put themselves in the power of 
strangers , but the moment that want is satisfied, notlung short of coercion 
can present them from returmng to a way of life, more congenial to their 
savage nature The few implements they use are of the rudest texture, a 
bow from four to five feet long, the stnng made of the fibre of a tree, or a 
slip of bamboo, with arrows of reed, headed with fish bone, or wood har; 
dened in tlie fire, is their principal weapon Besides this, they carry a 
spear of hcai y wood sharply pointed, and a shield made of bark, to de- 
fend themselves from the assaults of their enemies, for even these poor 
wTctchcs haie nglits to assert, and dignities to maintain necessity has 
taught them an expert management of their arms, on wluch (Jiey rely for 
subsistence happily for them, their numerous bays and creeks abound 
with fisli, which they slioot and spear with surpnsing dextenty They 
arc said also to use a small hand net, midc of the filaments of bark, the 
fish when caught is put into a wicker basket, which they carry on their 
backs Has ing kindled a fire, the) throw the food on the coals, and de- 
\oiir it lialf broiled A few diminutive swine arc to be found in the skirts 
of the forests, and among the mangrove thickets in the low grounds, but 
these arc ver) scarce, and arc probabi) the progeny of a slock left by 
former navigators When a native has the good fortune to slay one, lie 
carcfull) preserves the skull and teeth to ornament his liut They cross 
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the bays, and go to fislt either in canoes formed of a hollow tree, or on 
rafts of bamboo, whicli they direct by paddles. Their habitations display 
little more ingenuity than the dens of wild beasts; four sticks stuck in the 
ground, arc bound together at the top, and fastened transversely by others, 
to 'v\hich branches of trees arc suspended; an opening is left on one side, 
just large enough to admit of entrance : leaves compose their bed. Being 
much incommoded by insects, their hist occupation in a morning is to 
plaislcr their bodies all over with mud, which, hardening in the sun, forms 
an impenetrable armour; they paint their woolly heads with red ochre 
and water: when thus completely dicssed, a more hideous appearance is 
not to be found in human form. 

Their religion is the simple, but genuine homage of nature, to the in- 
comptchcnsiblc ruler of the universe, expressed in adoration to the sun, 
as the primary and most obvious source of good ; to the moon as the secon- 
dary power; and to the genii of the woods, the waters, and the moun- 
tains, as inferior agents. In the spirit of the stoims, they confess the in- 
fluence of a malignant being; and, during the south-west monsoon, when 
tempests prevail with unusual violence, they deprecate his wrath by wild 
chorusses, vhich they chant in .small congregations assembled on the 
beach, or on some rock that overhangs the ocean. Of a future state, it is 
not known that they have any idea, which possibly arises from our imper- 
fect means of discovering their opinions ; it affords, however, satisfactory 
icflection, to 'And, among the most ignorant and barbarous of mankind, a 
confirmation of the great and pleasing truth, that all reasoning existence 
acknowledges a Ood. The half humanized Andamaner invokes the lumi- 
naries that lend him light ; and in that simple and spontaneous praise, he 
ofieis up the purest devotion of an unenlightened mind. 
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Although the pnncipal food of the Andamaners consists of fish, )et 
they eagerly seize on whatever else presents itself, lizards, guanas, rats, 
and snales supply a change of repast Birds are not numerous, and seldom 
come within reach , doves, parroquets, and the Indian cron , are the most 
common hawks are sometimes seen hovenng over the tops of the trees , 
but they arc only temporary visitors from the neighbouring continent 
a few aquntic birds frequent the shores , amongst these are the kingfisher, 
a sort of curlew, and the small sea gull Witlim tlie caverns and recesses 
of the rocks is found the salangane, or hirundo eduUbus, described 
by Monsieur Poivre this bird, whose nest produces a high price in China, 
IS perfectly black, and resembles a small martin, its nest is thicki) glazed 
snth a mucilaginous substance, which die bud collects from the sea 
blubber, and is said to sivallow, and allenvards emit from the stomacli, 
it IS prized by the Chinese for its supposed medicmal and restorative 
qualities 

The vegetable diet of the Andamaners consists of the natural produce 
of the woods, in wluch the researches of Europeans find lildp that is 
palatable or nutritious, the fniil of the mangrove is principally used, 
Inning often been found in their deserted habitations, steeping in an cm 
banked puddle of water As they base no pot* or scssel that can bear the 
action of fire, they cannot deme much adi’antage from such esculent 
herbs as the forests may contain, indeed their extenuated and diseased 
figures too plainl) indicate the want of wholesome nounslimenl, unhap- 
pil) for them, the cocoa nut, whicli thnics m the utmost luxunancc in 

• The fra^aiirius cinheo retJeU, meniloocd hjr Mr Colchroohc, were prohahl/ brooght 
from ihc NIceban, or from the conunent, bp the boaii thii often rliit the Andimins for ihr 
porposc of uifog the neit* before mcnlrooei 
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tlic neighbouring isles, is not to be found Iieie; lliey are extremely fond 
of it ; whenever a nut was left in their way by the settlers, it was imme- 
diately ennied oil’ with much apparent satisfaction. Captain Stokoe, who 
constantly resided on the ishuid, disappointed in his attempts f.o establish 
a social intercourse, endeavoured to alleviate their w’anls by sending, as 
often as circumstances would admit, small supplies of victuals to their 
huts, which were ahvays abandoned on the appioach of Ins pe*opIc, but 
resorted to again w'hcn they had withdrawn. A parly of fishcis belonging 
to the settlement, enticed a woman by the allurement of food, to come so 
close that she was made prisoner; instead of jcheving her hunger, they 
piocccdc<l to oiler violence; the cries of the poor cjcatuic brought a nu- 
\ melons troop of savage friends to her assistance, w’ho lushing out of the 
thickets, attacked and killed two of the yet moic savage aggressors. Their 
bodies’^ were aftcrwaids found disfigured in a shocking manner. A coast- 
ing paity one day discovered a man and a boy sli etched on the beach, 
appaicnily in the last stage of famine; they wcic convc)cd to the settle- 
tlemcnl: unfoitunalcly cvciy effort of humanity failed to save the man, 
but the boy recovered, and is now in the service of Colonel Kyd, at Calcutta, 
where he is much noticed for llic striking singulaiity of his appearance. 

The language of the Andamaners has not been discoveicd to possess 
the slightest affinity to any that is spoken in India, eithei continental oi 
islandic. Captain Slokoe infoimed me, that w'hat he heaid w'as not at all 
haish or disagiceable to the eai ; their songs are w ildly melodious, and their 

gesticulation, wdiilst singing, is extremely impassioned. This is one among 

' > ^ 

* This circumstance rather seems to indicate that they arc not cannibals , the bodies of the 
Bengal fishermen were pierced by sharp weapons, and pounded by stones until every bone was 
broken , but the flesh was not cut olf, or any limb severed. 
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the many evidences to prove, that poetry is coeval with the language of 
man 

The only quadrupeds seen on the island, are hogs, rats, and the 
ichneuraoE, the guana also, of the lizard tribe, may be reckoned in 
this class, these proved very destructive to poultry there are several 
species of snakes and scorpions Labourers, whdst cleanng away the 
imdenvood, were frequently bitten, but in no instance did the bite 
prove mortal, although the patients commonly fell mto violent con 
vulsions , eau de luce and opium were the remedies in most cases admi 
nistered 

During the prevalence of the north east monsoon, fish is caught in 
great abundance, but m the tempestuous season it is difficult to be pro ^ 
cured , grey mullet, rock cod, skate, and soles, are among the best , op 
ters liave been found, but in no great quantity The shores abound m 
a vanety of beautiful shells, goigonias, madreporas, murex, and coivnes, 


Specimen of the langoage of Andaman, from the 4 th VoL of the Asiatic Reaearcfaea 


Andaman Iiland, 
or native coun* 

Arrow, imH$hU 
AnD,pr//r 
Black, chttjhtHia 
Blood, fuhtni$htt 
To beat, tn^lshtja 
Eclljr, Moft} 

Bird, Uhtj 
Boat, 

Bow, 

Bone, ittitmiaj 
Cold thtwiM 
Door, tt^z 


To drink, mffwzfbfe 
Ear, 

Earth, 

To cat, tnitUnJiab 
Eye, 

Finger, m*wuj 
Fire, mrHM 
FItfa, nslthtt 
Foot, 

Head, ta^ 

Hot, b$$b$ 

Knee, taztUj 
To tao^, eairme/ 
Leg thtitt 


Man, ctmtln 
Moon, tsbie 
Neck, /tbif 
Nose, m/IUe 
Rain, tjt 
To ring, 

To rieep, awnht 
5k)r, irtMJtns 
Star, cbihlMj 
Son, 

Teeth, 

Water, mlzivaj 
Wind ttnjnmgj 
Wood U»ih4t 


^ Mjtictfi* 



ExMBASSY TO' AVA. 


157 


Avitli many other kinds, of which Captain Stokoe had made a curiotis and 
valuable collection. 

\ 

There are several soits of tiees on the island ; the Jicus religiosa, or ban- 
yan tiee, the almond tree^ the oil tree, that grows to a gieat height, from 
which a very useful oil is thus produced. A hoiizontal incision being 
made in the trunk, six or eight inches deep, a chip fourteen or fifteen 
inches long, is cut at right angles, and the suiface of the incision being 
hollowed and filled with live coals, the turpentine, or wood oil, exudes 
copiously from the top of the wound. The penaigie tree also is found, and 
is well adapted for the knees of ships ; and the iron tree of stupendous size, 
whose timber almost bids defiance to the axe of the wood-cutter ; the red- 
"■Nwood, which makes beautiful furniture, little inferior to fine mahogony. 
Besides these, there are numbeiless creepers and rattans which surround 
the stems of the larger trees, and interwoven with each other, form so thick 
a hedge, that it is impossible to penetrate far into the forests, unless by 
the slow and laborious process of cutting a road. 

The fiiit settlers in an uninhabited land have not only to contend 
against natural obstacles, and the want of several necessary comforts of life, 
but must likewise encounter the effects of an unwholesome atmosphere ; 

I 

no country thoroughly agrees with the human constitution, until it is 
cleared and cultivated. The new colonists, notwithstanding every possible 
attention was paid to the preservation of4;heir health, became sickly; they 
were afflicted, during the four dry months^ December, January, February, 
and March, with the scuivy. This complaint, however, was owing to a 
change of food, and a want of vegetable diet; as soon as the lains com- 
menced, it mitigated and quickly disappeared, but it gave way to a dread- 
ful successor, the intermittent fever and ague, which baffled all power of 

T 
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medicine An mduration and enlargement of the spleen, a disease well 
Imoivn in India by the name of Boss, was generally its concomitant The 
cause of these fevers being local, could not be remedied Situated in the 
full sweep of the south west monsoon, and the clouds bemg obstructed by 
high mountains, the island is, for eight months in the year, n-ashed by 
incessant torrents According to a meteorological table hept by Captam 
Stokoe, Ihere appears to have fallen in seven months, 98 inches of water, a 
<]uantity far exceeding what I had ever heard of m any other country 
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CHAPTER 11. 


Sail from Ihe Andamans — make the Island of Jfarcondam. — Arrive at 
the Mouth of the Rangoon River — delayed for ji Pilot — proceed — 
Precaution of a Custom-house Ojficer. — A Deputation from Rangoon 
meets the Sea-Horse — singular Appearance of the Deputies. — Arrive 
at Rangoon — extraordinary Conduct of the Government. — Uncomfort- 
able Building allotted for our Residence — Restriction imposed on our 
People — Commanders and Crenvs of the Ships in the River prohibited 
from holding any Intercourse with the Sea-Horse. — Situation unplea- 
sant, and degrading — remonstrate — declare my Intention to with- 
draw. — Concession on the Part of the Rangoon Government. 

Having passed five days in this wild sequestered abode, wheie the 

novelty of the scene, and friendly attention of our entertainers, Captains 

\ 

Ramsay and Stokoe, would have lendered a longer stay agreeable, we 
prepared to depart. The Hindoos, whose religion foibids them to drink 
water drawn by impure hands, had filled their own casks ; and the stock 
of our numerous company was replenished. On the 10th we reimbai'ked, 
and stood to seai^next morning at day-light made the island of Narcon- 
dam, about twenty leagues east of the Andamans ; a barren rock, rising 
abruptly out of the ocean, uninhabited, and seemingly destitute of vege- 
tation. The wind^being foul, we were obliged to tack; and on the 
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following day Tve had advanced so little to the northward, that Narcondam 
was still in sight About noon, we discovered two ships and a schooner, 
standing ,to the south east they hoisted English colours, and we hept our 
course. Qn the tSth the wind veered to the southward, and became 
fair on the 16th we found ourselves, by a menthan observation, nearly 
in the latitude of the roads of Rangoon, but by our reckoning and tune 
piece too'lar to the eastward after steering west some hours, we anchored 
for the night m five fathoms, and plainly perceived lights on the beach 
Next monung we discovered low land, about six miles to the north west 
Here we remained till the 18th, waiting for a pilot, standmg off and on 
with short tacks in the day time, and at anchor during the night Fmdmg 
that our signals, by firing guns and hoistmg colours m the usual manner, 
were not answered, Mr Palmer, the second officer, was sent m the pm 
nace, with instructions to proceed Up the river as far as Rangoon, in case 
he did not find a pilot sooner On the ensuing day, the wind being 
moderate and fair. Captain Thomas ventured to stand m , and steering by 
land marks, and sending a boat a head, crossed tlic bar witliout W pilot, at 
half flood, m four fathoms At twelve o clock we entered the Rangoon 
nvcr, the land on each side appeared low and swampy, and the banks 
skirted with high reeds and brushwood Four miles within the extremes 
we came abreast'of a small village, whence a boat rowed towards us it 
proicd to be a svatch boat, stationed at the mouth of the nvcr, to send 
intelligence of the am\-al of vessels to the nearest guard, whence it is for- 
warded to tlm Go\ emor of Rangoon The Birman officer lliat came on 
board was a mean looking man, dressed in a shabby cotton jacket, and a 
piece of faded silk, which, after twice encircling liis waist, was passed 
loosely between his legs and fastened behind, covenng tlic thighs about 
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hair way to the knees. This peisonage, in his own opinion of no insignifi- 
cant consequence, sat down on a chair’'' without the smallest ceremony, and 
called in an authoiitative tone for his implements of writing, which were 
produced by one of three attendants that accompanied him. These, when 
their master was sealed, squatted upon their heels on the deck before 
his chair, attentive only to his commands, in an attitude and manner 
very much resembling baboons, although they weie well proportioned 
stiong men. TJie officer inquired, in broken Portugueze, the name of 
the ship, whence she came, what arms and ammunition were on board, 
and the name of the commander : being satisfied in these points, he care- 
fully committed them to wiiting. Hearing that we were not provided 
with a pilot, he desiicd the captain to come to an anchor till one could be 
procured; as, in case of any accident happening, he would be held 
responsible for permitting us to proceed. Just then, Mr. Palmer in the 
ship’s boat made his appearance. He had been to Rangoon, and brought 
down a pilot with him : our cautious visitor offered no farther objections, 
but took his leave with as little ceremony as he had entered. 

About two o’clock a small boat from Rangoon met the ship : a man in 
it hailed our pilot, in the language of Hindostan, and desired him to cast 
anchor, as it was the intention of the Governor of Rangoon to come down 
and receive the British deputation in person. We immediately complied 
with his desire. 

The place where we brought to, is twelve miles below Rangoon. The 
entrance of the river, and the banks on each side, bore a near resemblance 

J . s 

♦ We were not yet aware that a sitting posture is the most respectful among the Birmans ; 
and on this occasion were inclined to attribute to insolence, what, if it had any meaning, 
was in fact a mark of deference. 
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to those of the Ganges , but the navigation is much more commodious The 
channel is bold and deep, fixim snc and a half to eight fathoms, unmter- 
rupted by shoals or mequahty of soundings Mr Wood judged the river 

at tins plape to be from three quartets to a mile m breadth We contmued 
at anchor till next day, m expectation of the promised visit About noon 
the fleet came in sight it constated of from twenty to thirty boats , on a 
nearer approach, only four out of the number seemed to belong to persons 
of supenoi' condition , these were not unhhe, in form, to the draw mgs of 
the state canoes of some of the South-Sea Islands they were long- and 
narrow, uith an elevated stem, ornamented with peacocLs’ feathers, and 
the tads of Thibet cows, each boat bore a diDerent flag, and had a 
long, flexible, painted pole, with a gdded ball at the extremity, protruding 
honzontally from the stem Three persons, apparently of higher rank, 
came on board, they meant to be civil, but were perfectly free from 
restraint, and took possession of chairs without ivaitmg for any invitation, 
or paying the smallest regard to those who were not seated , whilst their 
attendants, seemingly as much at ease as their masters, formed a semi 
circle around them on the deck, in like manner as the servants of our 
former visitor Being as jet unappnzcd of the external forms of respect 
among them, such conduct surpnied us a good deal The chief of tlie 
three, a good looking j-oung man, of short stature, I understood to be a 
person of consideration Ho was Governor of tlic province of Dalla, on 
the opposite side of the nver to Rangoon, which he held on the part of the 
mother of the Queen, whose jaghirc or estate it is The second, an elderly 
plain man, said he was Nafc haan gee, literallj, the royal car I was 
afterwards informed he was transmitter of intelligence, or reporter to die 
imperial court, an olTicc of much confidence The third, a Scree, an inferior 
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secietary, was a man of little relative importance compared with the other 
two. We conveised for an hour, through the medium of an interpreter who 
spoke the language of Hindostan: they weie extremely inquisitive, and 
asked a number of questions concerning the objects of the mission, which 
were answeied in friendly but geneial terms. Having paid their compli- 
ments, they uiose to depart, and letuined to theii boats, making lavish 
piofessions of fiiendship ; and whilst the ship sailed before a gentle breeze, 
they lowed with gieat velocity lound her, performing a variety of evolu- 
tions, and exliibiting considerable skill in the management of their vessels, 
which were of unequal dimensions, from twenty-eight to- forty oars : we 
judged the longest to be between sixty and seventy feet, and fiom six to 
^ eight in bieadth: in this manner we proceeded until the town and ship- 
ping were in view. The Piincess Royal East Indiaman, that had come 
fiom Madras for a cargo of timber, fired a salute to the Company’s 
colouis; and the Sea-Horse paid a compliment to the battery on shore, of 
eleven guns, which were returned by an equal number : the pilot came to, 
below the^town, apart from the other ships about half a mile. As soon as 
the Sea-Horse dropped anchor, all the boats withdrew, without further 
notice or explanation. 

Being desirous of sending some of our attendants on shore to refresh 
themselves, particularly the Hmdoos, whose religion enjpins them not to 
eat victuals dressed OU' board, and who were on that account put to 
great inconvenience, being obliged at sea to subsist on dried fruits, sweet- 
meats, and parched pulse, I sent one of the attendants to the Governor of 
Dalla, to acquaint" him with my wish. He, in reply, desired that I would 
defer landing till the following day, when a habitation that was preparing 
for our reception would be in leadiness : with this request I acquiesced, 
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and communicated the same to Captain Thomas, and the gentlemen of the 
deputaUon, xvho forbad their servants to leave the ship without express 
permission 

About five 0 dock m the afternoon the interpreter returned on board, 
and informed me, that the Raywoon, or Governor of the town, meant to 
irait on me next day at the dwelling assigned to us, intimating also, that 
he was oldered to remam on board to receive my commands This plea of 
attention ivas probably only a doak to cover another motive his busmess 
seemed to be rather to watch our motions, and learn our views, than to 
obviate inconvemences, or manifest respect He spoke the Hmdoo 
language fluently , and I desired the Moonshee, a discreet and sensible 
man, to entertain him The mght passed without any commumcation with 
the shore, or with the other ships in the nver 

Next morning, the 21st, at ten o'clock, the Seree, or under secretaiy, 
came on board, accompanied by a man of Portuguese extraction, who 
spoke very imperfect English The Seree told me he was about to depart 
for Pegue, charged with dispatches for the Maywoon, or Viceroy, and 
requested to know whether we had any commands 1 rephed in the affir- 
mative, adding, that it was my vvisli to send a confidential person to his 
Exccllenc), to deliver to him a letter from the Governor General of India, 
and another from m)self Tlic Seree, finding I would not intrust my dis- 
patclies to him, promised to call at noon, and convey my messenger to 
Pegue (about ninety miles distant) m his own boat, a promise which ho 
omitted to perform 

At four o clock m the aflemoon, Mr AVood, Dr Buchanan, and m)sclf, 
landed, and were conducted to a spacious temporary building, vvliicli had 
been prepared for our reception , it was situated on the vcige of the river. 
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about 500 yards below the town, opposite to wheref the Sea-Horse was 
moored ; it consisted of only one story, raised three feet from the ground, 
supported on posts driven into the earth ; an elevation very necessary to 
the comfort of its inhabitants, as the high spring tides washed the foun- 
dation pillars, and almost insulated the building, by filling a channel which 
the rains had exckvated. This edifice, about ninety feet in length, was 
entirely composed of bamboos and strong cane mats, and divided into 
several compartments; the roof was lofty, and covered with the same 
materials, which were laid in such a manner as to afford protection from 

I) 

rain, and shade from the sun : the floor, a bamboo grating, was likewise 
spread with mats ; and in one apartment small carpets were laid, doubtless 
' designed as a mark of distinction. On landing, we were received by the 
Seree, who made a frivolous excuse for not having called according to his 
promise, saying, that another person had been sent in his stead. On 
entering the virando or balcony, we were saluted by the sounds of very' 
discordant music, issuing from the instruments of a band of musicians, 
that had b^en sent by the Governor to welcome us ; to these he had oblig- 
ingly added a set of dancing girls, and tumbling boys, who exhibited a 
variety of movements in attitudes, some of which were not ungraceful. 
Having dismissed this noisy assemblage, and taken a cursory view of 
our habitation, we were unanimous in opinion, that fo'i the present it 
would be more advisable, and more commodious, to sleep on board, at 
least for that night, as we had brought no conveniences on shore with us. 
Leaving therefore part of the guard, and a few of our attendants to occupy 
the house, we returned at dusk, and passed the night on board the Sea- 
Horse, better lodged, and much more comfortably than if we had conti- 
nued in our new dwelling. 


U 
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Surpnze and disappointment were a good deal excited, to find, that 
dunng all tins time, not a boat of any descnption came to our slup, ather 
from tlie English merchantmen in the river, or from shore , a circumstance 
that bore tlie appearance of distrust and prohibition on the part of the 
government Captain Thomas therefore ordered his pumace to be launched, 
and rowed to the nearest vessel bemg informed that the commander tvas 

o 

on shore, lie directed his boat to the tmvn quay, and, landing without 
ceremony, proceeded to the residence of a gentleman, tvith whom he 
nas acquainted, where he met several masters of merchant ships, nho 
informed him that they had received an order from the Rhoom, or public 
court in which tlie councd of government assembled, enjoining them not 
to go on board the Sea Horse themselves, or sufier any intercourse with 
their ships, as matters of etiquette had not yet been adjusted, but added, 
sailor lihe, that they had agreed to asL permission next morning to pay 
their respects to the representative of their nation, and if refused, to go 
without permission, a resolution from which Captain Thomas prudently 
dissuaded them, saying, they could not more oblige the person they meant 
to honour, tlian by an implicit compliance with the svislies of the Birman 
go\ cmmcnt 

On the following morning. Captain Thomas and the gentlemen of the 
deputation accompanied me on shore to our habitation We found no 
person of distinguished consequence there, but crowds of the lower class, 
both men and women, svere collected from cunosity In a short time 
several baslcts were brought, with the Raywoons, or Governors compli- 
ments, containing venison, duels, chicLcns, bread, and roots the same 
company of musicians that had performed on the preceding day, attended 
to amuse us At twclveocIocL tbcapproacli ofa person of condition was 
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announced, when a tall elderly man, of a gi aceful appearance, followed by 
several attendants, was ushered in, under the title of Baba-Sheen, whose 
manneis were easy and respectful. After informing me, thiough^the me- 
dium of a Poitugueze inteipieter, that he was second in authoiity at 
Rangoon, and held the office of Ackawoon, he apologized for the absence 
of the Raywoon, oi Governor of the town, who, he said, was prevented 
fiom waiting on me by indisposition; and added, that he would b'fe happy 
to shew me eveiy attention in his power. I expressed my sense of his 
politeness; remaiking, that my wants weie confined to permission to pur- 
chase a few necessaries, and the means of sending a messenger to the 
Viceroy of Pegue, with a letter fiom the Governor General of India, and 
one fiom myself, which I was desirous should be delivered as speedily as 
possible; to this he leplied, that he would forward by express any com- 
mands I might have ; obseiwing, that it was an useless trouble to send a 
seiwant of my own. His meaning was obvious ; and as this was his first visit, 
which might be considered rather as ceiemonious, than as intended to discuss 
business, Mid not press the mattei faither: being, however, determined 
not to protract the purposes of the mission longer than was necessary, I 
acquainted him that Mr. Wood would return his visit the same evening, 
after which, I would converse with him further on the objects of the depu- 
tation. He endeavoured , to wave the visit, by saying it^might put Mr. 

\ 

Wood to an inconvenience ; but that it was his duty to wait on me, which 
he would do at any time, on the shortest notice, either on board the ship, 

or at our habitation. In the course of conversation he informed me, that 

-) 

though a native of the Birman country, he was of Armenian exti action, 
and professed belief in our Saviour. We parted about two o’clock ; and 
at his desire, my Moonshee wrote a list of such articles as we stood in 
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need of, and tendered payment beforehand , an offer that ^as declined. 
As our baggage and necessanes had not yet been disembarked, we returned 
to dine on board Early in the afternoon the Ackawoon s boat was per- 
ceived rorving towards the house, with design, as we imagined, to prevent 
by anticipation the promised visit Captam Thomas ordered his barge to 
be manned, and accompamed me on shore To this mterview Baba-Sheen 
brought -with him, as interpreter, a Mussulman merchant, who spoke 
Persian tolerably well, through whom I was enabled to convey my senti 
ments with more ease than at our Ibrmer meetmg 

After an interchange of compliments, I told him that the fnendly incli- 
nations which had long subsisted between the British government m India 
and his Birman Majesty, had been a source of so much satislaction to the 
Governor General of India, that, with a view to perpetuate an umon 
mutually advantageous to both countries, he had deputed me, in the clia 
racier of public minister, and a confidential person, to strengthen the bonds 
of amity, by the delivery of fnendly letters , and to offer, m his name, 
assurances of a perfect regard In proof of this, I liad brought certain 
products of our country, which, together with the letters, I was charged to 
present m person to his Majesty at Ava, and to the Viceroy of Pegue, 
that, coming in such a capaaly, I felt much chagnned at finding, on the 
part of the Rangoon government, an apparent want of confidence, for 
which I could assign no cause, and expenencing a degree of restraint, 
imposed on myself and my people, so inconsistent with what I expected 
that I could no otherwise account for such conduct, than by attributing 
It either to their misimderstandmg my mtentions, or my own want of 
knowledge of their nistoms, that I wished cxcecdmgly to ascribe it to 
tlic latter, but found it dilEcuIl to persuade myself tliat such obvious 
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marks of distrust could be altogether matter of form, without any other 
meaning. 

To this the interpreter replied on the part of his superior, in a very 
verbose and affected style, that nothing was faither from the iptention of 
Baba-Sheen and the council of Rangoon than to give umbrage or offer disre- 
spect; that it was the custom of their nation j and that the restiaint which 
was now so irksome to me, would, he had no doubt, speedily be removed. 
I replied, that it was my earnest desire to manifest my regard for the Birman 
government, by acquiescing in every ceremonial that their customs prescribed 
foi persons in the capacity I held, piovided such ceiemonials were not dero- 
gatory fiom the dignity of the state I represented : but there was one point 
in which the conduct of the council of Rangoon could not be justified, under 
any plea of form or custom ; this was, the interdiction laid on the captains 
of the English ships in the river, against going on board the Sea-Horse, to 
pay me that mark of respect to which he w;ell knew I was entitled, as 
agent fiom the English government, and which those gentlemen were 
solicitous 4o offer me in that character ; that this prohibition, contrary to 
the usage of all civilized states, was too disrespectful to be passed over 
in silence, and could only arise from unworthy suspicions, or from an 
intention to give offence: I desired that he would favour me with an 
explanation of such extraordinary and unexpected treatni'ent. 

To this requisition, Baba Sheen replied in vague and unsatisfactory 
language ; assuring me that what had been done was only in conformity 
to long established usage,, which he begged I would not take amiss^ or 
consider in a mistaken point of view ; that if I would entrust my letters 
for the Viceroy to him, he would forward them by a safe messenger, who 
would return in two or three days, and probably bring with him an 
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m\ italion from his Excellency to pay him a visit at Pegue, ivhither ho 
should have the honour to attend me. 

Being furnished with duplicates of all my official papers, and apprised 
that the letter from the Governor General to the Viceroy ivas merel) com 
plimentary, I thought it a fit opportunity to manifest a confidence m hun, 
m the hope that it might produce a liberal return I therefore told him, 
that althrfugh it was contrary to our practice to entrust official papers to 
other tlian a confidential servant, yet, to manifest the reliance I had on his 
good Mill, I would tahe upon me, m the present case, to wave all form, and 
with pleasure commit to him the delivery of the letter from the Governor 
General, together with one from myself Dunng this conference I disco 
\ercd that Baba Sheen understood my meaning in Persian, although he 
could not himself speah it , he, however, spoke the language of Hindostan 
m an imperfect manner, but sufficient to express mtelligibl) iihat he wished 
to com ey, and we soon understood each other so well, as no longer to 
stand m need of an interpreter It was now late, and he took his leave, 
Mith lavish professions of respect and good mclination 

The delicacy of my present situation caused me to consider seriously on 
uhat Mere the most eligible steps to pursue. The vigilant suspicion Mith 
mIiicIi I M’as guarded, and the restriction, little short of impnsonment, 
imposed on myself and my attendants, aggravated by the humiliating 
prohibition against holding any intercourse Mith my own countrymen, 
seemed to augur an unfavourable issue to tlie mission, and were sufficient 
to Mairrant mj aiaiilmg m)'self of a clause in m) instructions, that ga\e me 
a discretionary poiier to return, without furtlier explanation, in case I 
judged it expedient Reflecting, lioMcier, that lo Miihdraw in disgust, 
before I had further commimicalion Mith lugher authontj, would, in the 
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present stage of the business, only serve to confiim their suspicions, anc 
substantiate that jealousy which it was the primary object of the missioi 
to remove. Adverting also to the probability that the persons 'jvho rulec 
at Rangoon were inimical to the deputation^ as inconsistent with their owr 
inteiests, and peihaps weie ignorant and at a loss how to act. Weighing 
these consideiations, together with the ceremonious and respectful mannei 
in wliich the deputation had been received on its fiist arrival, Fjudged il 
most prudent to submit, for some time longer, to the iiksomeness of my 

situation, lather than take a step so decided as to exclude every avenue oi 

^ > 

futuie communication. 

This morning I went on shore to our habitation, accompanied by Cap- 
tain Thomas, and Doctor Buchanan; we lemained till noon, and returned 
to the ship without seeing any person of note : wherever we directed 
our steps, three oi four Biitnan centinels followed us closely. Whilst we 
were at the house, a present of milk, venison, fowls, and vegetables, came 
from the Governor ; and eleven baskets of rice, with a large tub of gee,* 
were sent*on board the Sea-Horse for the use of the people. Payment was 
offered, but positively refused ; the messenger saying he was instmcted to 
receive my commands for whatever necessaries we might lequire. Not any 
person belonging to the mission was yet allowed to enter the town, or pur- 
chase articles at the market, nor could a servant go to aj well a few yards 
from our dwelling to fetch water, without the attendance of a Birman 
centinel ; no country boat was suffered to approach us, nor did any inter- 
course pass between the Sea-Horse and the vessels in the liver. 

J 

In this state of unpleasant restraint we passed the ^4th and 55 th; oui 
excursions from the ship extended no farther than the insulated habitation. 


* Clarified butter. 
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than I had as yet discoverediin any of Ins countrymen he mfonned me 
his name was Seree Nunda Kiouia, that lie iiad commanded the troops 
whjcli ficst entered the Bntish temtones, and met General ErsLme on the 
borders oj Chittagong, mentioning circumstances that left no room to 
doubt his veracity He seemed exceedingly pleased to hear that the 
fugitive delinquents had been given up to the justice of their country, and 
expressed himself m handsome terms of General ErsLme, whose mode 
ration and good sense, he observed, prevented the elRision of mucli blood, 
intimating also great doubt, as to what might have been the issue of the 
contest, had matters been pushed to extremity Of this little ebullition of 
vamty I took no notice, and, at the request of Baba Sheen, ordered the pro 
sents designed for the Viceroy to be displayed they consisted of several 
pieces of gold, silver, and plain muslin, three pieces of broad cloth, a piece 
of velvet, and one of flowered satin, a high finished fouling piece, a 
corabah of Persian rose water, specimens of cut glass, and some smaller 
articles Our visitants examined them with close attention, one of their 
attendants wrote an inventory on the spot, and, I aflenvards understood,' 
calculated the value of each distinct article The Raywoon expressing 
approbation of the doth, particularly that of a blue colour, I requested 
permission to send a piece to Ins bouse he returned a civil answer, in 
general terms, without cither deciming or dccepting my offer After some 
unimfiortant conversation, they withdrew, and at my desire. Captain 
Thomas saluted the Raywoor with seven guns sliorlly aftcnvanls I sent a 

* Similar curloslij vraj erpreiscd the oiandarmcs at Canton> tt leanif from ibe India 
Company » Commliiloncr*, the particular* and raloe of tbe pre»cnH that were brought by 
Lord Macartney, for the Emperor of China. Sir George Staunton * Erobany, Vol I 
chap. gtU. 
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servant to hhn, with compliments, and the piece of cloth I had pro- 
mised, which, to my no small surprise, die detlined, ahd returned by 
the same messenger, apologizing for his refusal, by saying, thaj; certain 
reasons pi evented him at that time from receiving my present., Foi this 
ambiguous conduct I could no otherwise account, than by asciibmg it 
to that suspicious distrust which was so plainly' inditated in all the 
actions of this singular people. 

The circumstances I have related, together with many other petty marks 

o 

of authorised disrespect fiom different quarteis, determined me to come to 

o 

a full and satisfactory eclaiicissement with the governmetit of Rangoon, 
before I would consent to visit the Viceioy at Pegue. In pursuance of 
this resolution, I sent early in the morning to Baba-Sheen, desiring to see 
him as soon as convenient. He came to the house about ten o’clock 
After recapitulating the vaiious causes of umbrage which had been -given 
me, I added, that all these reasons combined, which vTere still furthei 
strengthened by the Viceroy’s having returned a vague, and verbal, reply 
' to the Governor General’s letter, contraiy to their known usage, rendered it 
impossible for me to proceed to Pegue, until he should explain the motives 
of such mysterious conduct ; and I desired, that if any doubts were enter- 
tained respecting the objects of my miSsioii, or the nature of my designs, 
that he would express himself freely, and give me an j opportunity, by 
removing them, to undeceive their government. He replied, as usual, m 
equivocal teims, and by an assurance, that it.was no more than what, was 
confoimable to custom. I said, I was sOrry fOr it, as our customs were so 
incompatible with theirs : that I could not^ consistent with what I owed 
to the dignity of my own government, longer submit to my present situa- 
tion: that as their fonris and ouis differed so widely, and, from what he 
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said, were not liiely to correspond, without a derogator) concession on one 
part or the other, there was no help for it , we could not apply tlie rcmed) , 
andshould part as we had met, on terms of mutual good will and fnendship 
As I had thus far acquiesced. Baba Sheen did not expect that matters 
■would tahe such a turn intelligence of my amval liad been fonvarded to 
the court, and the authors of my departure would be subject to its dis 
pleasure-- he appeared alarmed, and earnestly asLed, — “ What is it you 
desire? I replied, immediate release from all personal restraint, that the 
spies which were stationed on board the Sea Horse, and the centinels that 
accompanied cvfcry boat that left, or came to, the ship, should beTcmoicd, 
that my servants should have the same liberty that the servants of other 
strangers enjojed, with leave to purchase what they wanted, tliat boats 
from the shipping m the nver should have free access, and the com 
manders permission to visit me, that Mr Wood should have safe conduct 
to the Viceroy of Pegue, to receive in person either a verbal acknowledg- 
ment of the Governor General s letter, and an invitation to me to 'visit 
Pegue, or bnng with him a wntten reply tliat unless these .reasonable 
requisitions were acceded to, I must beg leave to depart, which I should do 
on the most amicable terms , and only regret that the public character I had 
the honour to fill, did not admit of concessions on my part, which would 
be considered as humiliating by my countrymen To this Baba Sheen 
answered in his former strain, endeavouring to amuse me by a story quite 
impertinent to the subject I told him it ivas very well, the English and 
Birman nations, I hoped, would long continue to mamtam a fncndl) inter 
course at the same time begged to be la\ cured with his commands to 
Calcutta He then entreated of me to lay aside my intention, and assignerl 
as a reason for the Viceroys not writing, that he had no jiersoii with him 
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who undei stood either Persian or English : this was not true, for I knew, 
that the Mussulman mercliant, who inteipreted on the ^2nd, carried the 
letters* to him, in ordei to explain them Finding that I was determined, 

j 

he said he would consult the Raywoon, and give me a reply in the after- 
noon : he then took his leave. 

At four o’clock, Mi. Wood and myself met the Raywdon and Baba- 
Sheen, at our habitation ; they came accompanied by a numerous train of 
followeis; among others, the Nak-haan attended to listen to, and note the 

n 

conversation. At this interview every persuasive art was used to pievail 
on me to forego my intention of departure, without their" assenting to my 
piopositions ; they even condescended to ask it as a favour. I, however, 
•continued inflexible; at their desire, I recapitulated the teims on which 
alone I would consent to remain. After talking for three hours to no 
purpose, and ofleiing to yield in some things, they at length agreed to 
give' up every point. Mr. Wood was to accompany Baba-Sheen to 
Pegue ; the captains of the English ships were to have free access ; our 
attendants liberty to purchase what they wanted, and to go where they 
pleased ; the spies stationed on board the Sea-Horse were to be removed ; 
and boats suffeied to pass from the ship to the shore without a Birman 
centinel. These matters being stipulated, and a punctual perfoimance 
solemnly promised, I lelmquished my design of going ayray for the pie- 
sent, and we parted with apparent contentment and good humour on 
both sides. ' 

The morning of the ^9th produced a satisfactory adjustment of every . 
point in contention, by an unqualified acquiescence on the pait of the 

* The letters of the Governor General to the Emperor and the Viceroy, were wntten in 
Birman, Persian, and English. I always wrote in Persian, and in English. 
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CHAPTER III. 


0)risail (o go to Pcguc before the return of Mr. Wood. — Suspicions of the 
Pinnans (nrakened by designing Per.wns. — Hospitable PccepUon ex- 
pet kneed by Foreign .Merchants at Pangoon — Characters of Men in 
Ofjiec — Arts used to counteract the Engtish Deputation. — Mr. Wood 
departs from Pangoon — politeness of the Patfivoon. — Embark jorPegue 
— bring to during the Ebb of 7lde — appearance oj the Conn tt'tj— find 
the Petnains of two Deer, half devoured by Tigers. — Pick Soil — 
Counfr'y destitute of Population, and injested by mid Beasts. 

At (he earnest solicitation of Haba-Slicen, I consented to embark for 
Pcguc on the 3 1 St of March, and not wait tlic relinn of Mr. Wood, as 
I had at fust intended. Tlie annual festival at tlic great temple of Pegue 
was about to be celebrated with sumptuous magnificence; and the Viceioy 
had expressed a particular desire that the English gentlemen should witness 

i 

the rejoicings. I told Baba-Sheen that I would relinquish my oiiginal 
determination on this pointy as a mark of my confidence m him, and per- 
fect conviction of the fiicndly inclinations of the Viceroy. 

Previous to this amicable termination of a disagieement, which at first 
bore an inauspicious appearance, I had conjectuied what weie the real 
motives of their distrust, and my conclusions afterwards proved to be 
rightly founded. Piide, the natuial characteiistic of the Birmans, was 
inflamed by the arts of designing men, and suspicion , was awakened by 
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misi-cpresentation Tlie Birmans, seaisible of the advantages of commerce, 
but inexpert in the practice, desirous to improve, but unacquainted mth 
the principles of trade, had of late years given toleration to all sects, 
and invited strangers of every nation to resort to tiieir ports , and being 
themselves free from those prejudices of cast, which shacUe their Indian 
neighbours, they permitted foreigners to intermarry, and settle amongst 
them But their country had been so much harassed by wars with 
neighbounng nations, and tom by results and domestic dissensions, that 
trade was frequently mteirujited, and sometimes entirely stopped , properly 
rendered insecure, and e\en the personal safety of settlers endangered 
During the short intervals of tranquillity, obscure adienturers, and outcasts 
from all countries of the cast, had flocked to Rangoon, where they were 
recencd with hospitality by a liberal nation among these, the industnous 
few soon acquired wealth by means of their superior knowledge The 
Rarsecs, the Armenians, and a small proportion of Mussulmen, engrossed 
the largest share of the trade of Rangoon, and individuals from their num- 
ber were frequently selected by goicmmcnt to fill employmerfls of trust 
that related to trade, and transactions with foreigners, the duties of which 
the Birmans supposed that such persons could perform better than them 
selves Baba Sheen, bom in the Birman country, of Armenian parents, 
had obtained the high office he held by Ins skill m business, and his general 
knowledge The descendant of a Portuguese family, named Jaunsee, whose 
origin was very low, and who m the early part of Ins life had been 
acaiscd as an accessary to a piratical seizure of an Tnglish vessel, was 
mv ested vv ith the important office of Shaw bunder or mtendant of the port, 
and rccciv er of the port customs Tins man appeared to perform the duties 
of Ins station with diligence The Imni of Rangoon was indebted to his 
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activity for the pavement of its streets, for several welhjDUik wooden 
bridges, and a wliatf, which, extending into the river, and raised on posts, 
enabled the ships to deliver and receive cargoes without the assistance of 
river craft: under his direction also, a spacious custom house* had lately 
been erected. This is the only lay building in Rangoon that is not con- 
structed of wood ; it is composed of brick and mortar, and the roof 
covcied with tiles ; within, there aic a number of wooden stages for the 
reception of bale goods. Notwithstanding the respect which the energy 
of Jaunscc's character had obtained, the Birmans were by no means insen- 
sible of the meanness of his extraction : Ins want of education was a matter 
of derision among them : although an inhabitant of the Birman country 
near forty years, and a great part of the time an ofiiccr of government, ho 
could neither read nor write, and even spoke their language imperfectly. 
We were unfortunate in his happening to be at Ava at the lime of our 
arrival, whither he had gone to render up his annual accounts : had he 
been on the spot, it is probable he would have obviated several of the 
inconvenient ciicumslanccs attending our hist introduction. 

The character of Baba-Sheen was sliikingly contrasted with that of the 
Shawbunder; he was a man of general knowledge, and deemed by the 
Birmans an accomplished scholar ; he was belter acquainted with the 
history, politics, and geography of Eui ope, than any Asiatic I ever con- 
versed with : his learning was universal, being slightly versed in almost 
every science ; but his information, extensive as it was, although it gained 
him employment j could not procure him confidence ; he was said to be 
deficient in other essential requisites. 

Several private merchants had also acquired influenced ill Rangoon. 
Bawangee, a Parsee of considerable credit, had intefeskto procuref aT^rtial 

Y 
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mitigalion of^dulies on his merchandize, m consideration of suppljing 
annually a cerlam number of firelocLs for the royal arsenal Jacob 
Aguizar, an Armenian, to whom I had letters of credit, dealt largely in 
foreign commodities These people naturally behold with a jealous eye, 
any advance of a commercial nature, that might tend to diminish their 
influence, and deprive them of that dictatonal power, which they assume 
and exercise over all merchants and manners that resort to Rangoon , but 
of none are they so apprehensive as of the English , a connection with 
whom might teach the Birmans to transact foreign business without tlieir 
assistance, and give them a more adequate sense of their own interests 
Under these fears they had long been dissemmating the seeds of suspicion, 
and warning the Birmans to be on tlieir guard against Bntish fraud, as 
well as Bntish force , but no sooner did they hear of the present deputa- 
tion, than the alarm bell was sounded liom all quarters They represented 
(as I was credibly informed) our designs to be of the most mischievous 
tendency, and even endeavoured to work on the superstition of the 
people, by the solemn promulgation of a prophecy, that in less tlidn twelve 
months the English colours would fly on the Rangoon flag staff These 
artifices, howcv cr, which were not now practised for the first time, although 
they could not deceive the Birmans, still it is probable were not altoge- 
ther void of efllctf nor is it to be wondered at, that our reception, though 
respectful from the deputation that came down to meet us, was not per- 
fectly cordial There is also reason to conclude, that the provincial offi 
cers of Rangoon Lnew not in vvliat manner they ought to act, not having 
received precise instructions for the regulation of their conduct towards 
us, in matters of ceremony 

Conlbrmably to our recent arrangement, hir ^Vood left us on the 
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preceding night, and, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, set out for Pegue in a 

I. 

commodious boat, well protected fi'om the weather. This day the captains 
of the principal ships in the river dined with me on shore. The Raywoon, 
knowing that I was to have company, sent a whole antelope, with Indian 
vegetables in abundance ; and acquainted me, that boats would be iri rea- 
diness for us on the following day at noon, as I had promised to leave 
Rangoon by the evening’s tide. 

The morning of the following day was spent in preparation for our 
journey to Pegue. Having now come to a right undei standing with per- 

o 

sons in power, I did not scruple to send on shore part of my heavy bag- 
gage, which was deposited in the house, under charge of three soldiers, 
and some servants, whom we weie obliged to leave behind on account of 
indisposition. The presents for his Majesty were not taken out of the 
ship, as many of the articles were of a brittle nature, and liable to injury 
from removal. I likewise drew up a short letter of instructions for Captain 
Thomas, leaving him in most cases a latitude to act from the dictates of 
his own discretion, on which I knew I might with safety rely ; at the same, 
time I pointed out the propriety of using every means to conciliate the 
inhabitants, and cautioned him to repress, in his European crew, that 
thoughtless intemperance which is the characteristic of British seamen 
when they get on shore. ’ 

About noon three boats were in readiness at the cieek near our dwell- 
ing. The one designed for my conveyance was comfortable, according to 
Birman notions of accommodation. It consisted of three small compart- 
ments, partitioned by fine mats, neatly fastened to slips of bamboo cane: 
the inner room was lined with Indian chintz ; the roof, however, was so 
low as not to admit of a person standing upright; an inconvenience 


164 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


scarcely to be endured by an European, but not at all regarded by Asia- 
tics It was rowed by twelve Birman watermen, who used short oars, 
made in tjie English form, and who seemed to understand their busmes* 
A large hpavy boat was provided for the soldiers and our domestics, 
and a small cutler attended as a kitchen the boat destmed for Dr Bucha- 
nan did not amve until it was dark, and bemg a very mdifferent one, we 
imagmed it was kept out of sight for that reason, 

The mouth of the Sinam or Pegue nver, where it joins with that of 
Rangoon, is about three miles below the town , we therefore waited till 
the ebb tide was nearly spent, m order to drop down, and take the first of 
the flood to ascend the nver of Pegue. At eight o dock at night we em 
barked, accompanied by two war boats, m one of which was the Nak- 
haan of Rangoon, and in the other an infenor officer, a black Portugueze 
in the service of the provincial government, who spoke the language of 
Hindostan, came as official interpreter we had likewise another Portu 
guere, named Paunlchoo, who engaged in my service at the Andaman 
island, whither he had come from Bassien, as a trader in tobacco and 
small articles, for the supply of the colony This man was a valuable ac- 
quisition to me during the mission , he spoke the BKman language 
fluently, and that ofHmdostan intelligibly the latter waslthc medium 1 
commonly used in my conversations with Birmans, and ivas seldom at 
a loss to find some person that understood it On arriving at the mouth of 
the Pegue nver, we brought to, and waited an hour for the turn of tide, 
which, during the spnngs, runs with considerable violence On the first of 
the flood, SVC weighed, and used our oars neap tides presailmg, tlic boats 
made but slowprogressi about four miles an hour, continuing at that rate for 
seven hours, when we again stopped, and iastened our boats to tlie bank 
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Early in the morning Dr. Buchanan and myself walked out with our 
guns, accompanied by half a dozen attendants : the country round, as fai 
as our view could reach, displayed a level plain, with clumps of trees at 
distant inteivals ; a thick reedy grass had grown in some places very 
high; in others, where it had been burnt, there appeared good pasturage 
for cattle : we saw the embanked divisions of a few rice plantations, and 
discovered the vestiges of former culture and population ; but during a 
walk of two hours the eye was not gratified with the sight of house or 

r 

inhabitant : desolated by the contentions of the Birmans and Peguers, the 
country had not yet recovered from the ravages of war. in our walk we 
observed many tracks of wild elephants, the spots where hogs had rooted, 
and deer lain, and found the remains of two antelopes that had recently 
been killed, and were half devoured by tigers. The Doctor and myself 
fired at deer without success. The banks on each side the river are low, 
and the land seems adapted to produce excellent crops; but it is now 
quite deserted, and become the undisputed domain of the wild beasts of 
the forest. ^ 


) 
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CHAPTER rv 

yirrive at Pegut— polite Rtceplion — mvitfd to the Celebration of t/u Annual 
Festival — Procession described — Sports in honour of the Day — Pugi- 
listic Exercises — Birmans expert at Wrestling — Formal Introduction 
to the Mayivoon, or Viceroy — Companies from the different Districts 
of the Province pass in JUvieiv — Grand Display of Fire works — 
orderly and sober Demeanour of the Populace — Curiosity of the Bir- 
mans — Attention of the Viceroy to our Accommodation — Invited to a 
Dramatic Representation — Siamese Actors — an extraordinary Per- 
former — Description of the Play — Birmans close the Tear with a 
punfcatory Ceremonial, in which the English Gentlemen bear a part 

At noon we got under uray, and soon passed a village on the ngbt, 
comisting of about twenty houses , the nver gradually diminished in 
breadth, and at this place was not more than forty yards wide, the banks 
covered w ith coppice and long reeds after passing another and larger 
village, where there was a chokey orsvatch house, we proceeded through 
a cultirated country, and numerous villages appeared on each side At 
se\ cn m the es ening we werd in sight of Pegue, and judged the distance by 
water from Rangoon to be about ninety miles, most part of the ivay in a 
northward direction , but tlie windings of the nver arc so great, lliat the 
road in a straight line must be much less When sve approached tlic 
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landing place, Mr. Wood came down to meet us, and the favourable 
account he gave of his reception, added not a little to the satisfaction of 
having finished our joumey: we also found Baba-Sheen on thfe bank 
waiting our arrival. This personage conducted us with great civility to oui 
habitation, which "sve were pleased at finding far superior to that we had 
left. It was situated on a plain, a few hundred yards without the piincipal 
gate of the present town, but within the foitified lines of the ancient city. 
Like BiiTnan houses in general, it was raised between three and four feet 
from the ground, composed wholly of bamboos and mats, aii^d indifferently 
thatched : this is a defect that extends universally to their o^vn dwellings, 
and affords matter of surpi isc, in a counti y where the coarse grass used 
for thatching, is so plentiful. We had each a small apaitment, as a bed- 
chamber, with caipets spiead over the mats, and a laiger room to dine in, 
and to receive visitors: huts weie also erected for our attendants; and a 
bamboo palisade, inclosing a court sufficiently spacious, surrounded the 
whole. We altogether had reason to be satisfied with our dwelling ; it was 
commodious^, according to the ideas of the people themselves, and we had 
no right to complain of that which was well intended. Shortly after our 
arrival, two officers of government waited on me, with compliments of 
congratulation from the Maywoon ; they stayed but a short time, perceiv- 
ing that we were busy in arranging conveniences for the nfght. 

Our servants were occupied during the greater part of the next day, 
in bringing up our baggage from the boats to the house, a distance of 
nearly half a mile. In the afternoon an officer called Che-Key, second in 
rank to the Maywoon, and the Sere-dogee, or secretary of the provincial 
government, accompanied by Baba-Sheen, paid us a visit to tea. They 
informed me that the Maywoon, or Viceroy, who had been much engaged 
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in directing the preparations for the ensuing festival, hoped that tve would 
was e ceremony, and gis e him our company on the following morning at 
the great temple of Shoemadoo, to s leiv the amusements of llie first day , 
an mvitation tliat I gladly accepted Cum motives of cunosity, as well as of 
respect 

At eight 0 clock in the morning Baba-Sheen amved, m order to con 
duct us to the temple , he brought with him three small horses, eqiupped 
uith saddles and bridles, resembhng those used by the higher ranis of the 
inhabitants of Hmdostan After breakfast, Mr Wood, Doctor Buchanan, 
and myself, mounted, and attended by Baba-Sheen, and an Ackcdoo, an 
officer belongmg to the Mayivoon s household, also on horseback, set out 
to 1 leu tlic ccremon} We entered tlie new town by the nearest gate, 
and proceeded upwards of a quarter of a mile through the prmcipal street 
till we came to where it was crossed at right angles by another, which 
led from the Maywoon s residence to the temple here our progress was 
stopped by a great concourse of people, and we perceived on each side of 
the way, troops marchmg by smgle files in slow time, towards the temple. 
By the advice of Baba Sheen, we occupied a convenient spot to view the 
procession The troops that ue saw, u ere the Maywoon s guard , five or 
SIX hundred men passed us in this manner, wretchedly armed, and equip- 
ped, many had muskets that appeared in a scry unserviceable state, 
with accoutrements not in a more respectable condition, some were pro 
vided with spears, others uith sabres, uhilst their dress ivas as motley as 
their weapons Sc\ oral u ere naked to the middle, has log only a Kummer- 
band, or waistcloth, rolled round their svaist, and passed between their 
legs , some sscre dressed in old selsct, or cloth coats, sshicli they put on 
regardless of sire or fashion, although it scarce cosTTcd their nakedness 
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01 trailed on the giound j it was finery, and finely in any shape was welcome. 
Some woie Dutch broad biimmed hats, bound with gold lace, otheis the 
crowns of hats, without any biim at all: the officers of this maitial band^ 
^ho ■\\ere for the most pait Christian descendants ofPoitugueze ancestors, 
exhibited a very giotesque appeal ancc. The first peisonages of lank that 
passed by were three childien of the Alaywoon, borne astride upon men’s 
shoulders; the eldest, a boy about eight yeais of age; the youngest, a girl 
not more than five; the latter only was legitimate, being the fiist born of 
liis picsent wife; the two elder were the offsprings of concubines. The 
Maywooii followed at a shoit distance, mounted on the neck of a very 
fine elephant, which he guided himself. His diess was handsome and be- 
coming, he had on a daik velvet robe with long sleeves, trimmed with 
bioad gold lace, and on his head he woie a conical cap of the same 
material, richly embroidered: a number of paiade elephants in tawdry 
housings bi ought up the real. As we had not been formally introduced, 
he passed by, without honouring us with any notice. Proceeding to the 
foot of the steps that lead to the pagoda, his elephant knelt down to suffer 
him to alight. Whilst he was in the performance of this' act, the parade 
elephants knelt also, and the ciowd that followed squatted on their heels. 
Having ascended the flight of steps, he put off his shoes, and walked once 
round the temple without his umbrella, which was laod aside out of 
reverence to the sanctity of the place. When he had finished this ceremony, 
he proceeded to the scene of amusement, a sort of theatre erected at an angle 

of the area of the temple. Two saloons, or open halls, separate from the 

) 

great building, formed two sides of the theatre, which was about fifty feet 
square, covered by an awning of gi ass, spread on a flat roof of slender 
-canes, supported by bamboo poles. Beneath the projecting verge of the 

Z 
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Toof of one of the saloons, there was an elevated seat, with a handsome 
canopy of clotli, for the accommodation of the Maywoon and his three 
children , and on a bare bench beneath him sat the principal officers of 
Ins court On the left side of the theatre, a eumlar canopy and chair n ere 
erected for the Mayivoon of Martaban, who happened at this time to be 
passing by to take possession of his gosermnent Opposite to him, under 
the roof of the other saloon, seats were provided for the English gentle 
men, covered with |ine carpeting, but wthout any canopy The diversions 
of this day consisted entirely of boxmg and tvrestling In order to prevent 
mjury to the champions, the ground had been prepared, and made soft with 
moistened sand At the latter exerase they seemed to be very expert a 
short, stout man tvas particularly distinguished for his superior shill and 
strength , we were told, that in former contests he had Idled two of his 
antagonists The first that encountered him on the present occasion, though 
much supenor msire, was, after a short struggle, pitched on his head, and, 
as the bystanders said, severely hurt Many others displayed great activity 
and address , but m the art of boxing they seemed very dcfiaeril, notuith 
standmg tlicy used fists, knees, and elbows The battles were of short 
duration , blood draivn on either side terminated the contest , and even 
without It, the Maywoon would not stiller them to contend long At tlie 
end of an engagement both combatants approached the Maytvoon s throne, 
and prostrated themselves before him, with their foreheads to the ground, 
whilst an attendant spread on the shoulders of each two pieces of cotton 
cloth, as the reward of their exertions, which they earned away in a 
crouching position, untd they mingled witli tlic crowd The places of 
tliose who retired were immediately filled by fresh pugilists This amuse 
ment lasted for tlirce hours, until we became quite weary of it , tea and 
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sweetmeats in great profusion were afterwards seiwed to us, in the name of 
the Ma)rwoon. We departed without ceremony, and got home about four 
o’clock, extremely oppressed by the intense heat of the weather. > 

In the morning an early message came from the Maywoon,> intimat- 
ing that he hoped to see us that day at the government-house. Baba- 
“ Sheen also made a tender of his services to mtioduce us to the Praw, or 
loid; who being ready at the hour appointed, we set out on horseback 
to pay our visit of ceremony, preceded by the soldiers of the guard, and 
our personal attendants. Six Bimiai'is also walked in front, bearing the 
articles intended as a present, which consisted of silks, satins, velvets, 
gold, flowered and plain muslins, some broad cloth, and a handsome sil- 
ver-mounted fowling piece. In this order we marched through the town, 
the objects of universal curiosity, till we reached the gate of an inclosure 
surrounding the Maywoon’s dwelling. It was made of boards nailed to posts 

f 

twelve 01 thirteen feet high, and comprehended a spacious sqdare, in the 
centre of which stood the governor’s residence. Thelre were likewise some 
smaller hoiises irregularly disposed, appropriated, as we understood, to the 
several members of the Maywoon’s family. We pulled off our shoes at the 
bottom of the stairs, and were ushered into a saloon, from whence, turn- 
ing to the right, we ascended' three steps into a hall, where a number of 
persons-, ranged on each side, were sitting with their legs inverted, waiting 
the entrance of the Maywoon. Instructed by Baba-Sheen, we took our 
seats on small carpets spread in the middle of the room, in front of a nar- 
row' gallery, elevated about twa feet from the floor, and railed in ; with the 

J 

presents placed^ before us on trays. In a few minutes the Maywoon 
entered by a dOor’ at one end of the gallery ; we made no obeisance, as 
none was desiredv but his attendants crouched to the ground. He sat 
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down, and sdence was kept for some time, which 1 first uilemipted, hj 
telling him, through Baba Sheen, that the Governor General of India, 
having deceived his friendly letter, and bemg well assured of the amicable 
dispositipn of the Birman government towards tlie Enghsh nation, had 
charged jne with the delivery of letters and presents to his Mayest) at 
Ava, and had likewise requested his acceptance of a few articles which 
1 had brought with me I then rose, and presented the Governor- 
General s letter , he laid it on the tray before him, talked of indifferent 
matters, and ivas extremely polite in his expressions and manner, but 
carefully avoided all discourse that had the least relation to business, or 
the objects of the embassy After half an hours conversation, ciiicfly on 
uninteresting topics, he mvited us to a grand display of fireworks, which 
was to lake place on the following day, and soon after withdrew untere- 
momously* tea and sweetmeats were then served up Having tasted of 
what ivas set before us, we were conducted by Baba Sheen to the outer 
balcony, to view the different companies pass by that mtended to exhibit 
fireworks on the foUotvmg day • 

It u the custom, on tlus occasion, for the several Mious or districts, 
whose situation is not too remote, to select and send a number of men and 
women from their community to represent them at the general festival 
these companies vie wth each other in the magnificence of tlicir fire- 
works, and on the eve of celebration pass the goiernraent house in review 
before the Wapioon and Jus famil), each company distinct A small 
waggon, drawn by four buffaloes, profusely decorated with peacocks 
feathers, and the tails of Thibet cows, led the procession, on whicli 
were laid the fireworks of that particular company , next adianced the 
men belonging to it, danang and shouting, the females, in a separate 
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troop, came last, singing in full Chorus, and clapping their hands, in accu- 
rately measured time. They, for the most part, appeared to be girls from 

sixteen to twenty years of age, comely, and well made, but their features 

) 

were without the delicacy of the damsels of Hindostan, or the bloom of 

«) 

the soft Circassian beauties. In every company of young women, there 
were a few aged matrons, probaMy as a check on the vivacity of youth 
the seniors, however, seemed to join in the festivity with juvenile, spright- 
liness. Refreshments were again served up to us, and we returned home 

• > - 

about two o’clock.. 

/ 

At eight in the morning gieat crowds had assembled on the plain 
without the stockade of the present towfi^ but within the wails of an- 
cient Pegue ; three temporary sheds were erected oa the middle of the 
green;, apart from each other, one for the reception of the Maywoon and 
his family, another for the Martaban governor, and a third fou our 
accommodation. Common spectators, to the number of many thousands, 
were scattered in groups over the plain ; each division or company exhi- 
bited in 4)um its own fireworks : the display of rockets was strikingly 
grand, but nothing else merited attention. The cylinders of the rockets 
were trunks of trees hollowed, many of them seven or eight feet long, 
and from two to three feet in circumference; these were bound by^ 

strong ligatures to thick bamboos, eighteen or twenty feet in length ; they 

/ 

rose to a great height, and in descendmg emitted various appearances of 
fire that were very beautiful The time appQinted for the amusement con- 
siderably dimimshed the effect, but it was chosen from an humane apprehen- 
sion of injury to the people by the fall of extinguished rockets,, which must 
have rendered the diversion, during the night, extremely dangerous. Not- 
withstanding this precaution^ a man was unfortunate enough to be in the 
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Misy of one that lalled him on the spot Each company, after contnbuting 
Its share towards the general entertainment, marched past the Maywoon, to 
the sound of musical instruments, after nhich they proceeded to our shed 
mth songs and dances, “■ the pipe and the tabor, manifesting every lively 
demonstration of joy 

It was a spectacle not less pleasing than novel to an European, to wit- 
ness sudra concourse of people of all classes, brought together for the pur 
poses of hilanty and sport, without their commuting one act of intern 
perance, or being disgraced by a smgle instance of intoxication. What 
scenes of not and debauchery would not a sunilar festival m the vicmity 
of any capital toivn of Great Bntam inevitably produce ' The reflection is 
humdiating to an Englishman, however proud he may feel of the national 
character 

Dunng the four folloiving days we enjoyed a respite from public shows 
and ceremonials, and had leisure for observation , notwithstanding our hall, in 
a momrag, was generally crowded, as every person of distinction in Pegue 
paid me the compliment of a visit, except the Maywoon, who, tnthm the 
preancts of his own government, where he represents the lung, never returns 
a Msit Numbers, both of men and women, prompted by harmless curio- 
sity, surrounded tlie paling of the mclosure from morning till night , those 
of a better class usually came in, come previously asking permission, but 
many entered uithout it Perfectly free from resU^nt among Ihcmsclies, 
the Birmans scruple not to go mto your house without ceremony, aItJiough 
you are an utter stranger To do tlicm justice, however, they are not at all 
displeased at your taking the same freedom with tJiem This intrusion is 
confined whollyto your pubheroom, they do not atlempt toopenadoor, 
and where a curtain dropped denotes privacy, they never oDcr so violate- 
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the barrier. On entering the room they immediately- descend into the 
postal e of lespect. Of all our customs none seemed to surprise them 
more than the pieparations for dining: the variety of utensils, , and our 
manner of sitting at a table, excited their wonder ; they never took any 
greater liberty than merely to come into the room, and sit down on the 
floor; they meddled with nothing, and asked for nothing, and when de- 
siied to go away always obeyed with cheerfulness. Had untold gold been 
placed before them, I am confldent not a piece would have been purloined. 
Among the men of lank that visited us, an officer called Seree Dogee 
favouied us witii his company more frequently than the rest; he held, by 
commission from tiie King, the place of chief piovincial secietary, and 
junior judge of the criminal court; this gentleman often partook of our 
dinner, and seemed to lelish our fare, but could not be prevailed on to 
taste wine oi stjong liquors ; he was much pleased with the English mode 

of making tea, of which he drank copiously ; indeed it is a beveiage highly 

\ 

palatable to all ranks of Birmans. 

Although, from the established forms of diplomatic etiquette, we had 
little personal intercourse with the Maywoon, yet he was not deficient in 
attention; he sent large supplies of rice, oil, gee, preserved tamarinds, 
and spices, for our Indian attendants ; presents also of fruit and flowers 
weie daily bi ought to me in his name. As their religion forbids the 
slaughter of any but wild animals for the purposes of food, he did not oSer 
any thing for the use of the table ; but our servants had liberty to purchase 

whatever they wanted. Fowls, kid, and venison constituted oui’ principal 

> 

dishes ; the two first we procured in abundance, and of a good quality ; the 
- venison was meager, but well tasted, and made excellent soup ; it was 

t 

chiefly the wild antelope, with which the country abounds. Having among 
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mj people two baiera, and a person who nnderstood making butler, we 
were seldom without these essential articles of a tolerable quality Whate\ er 
we had occasion to kdl was slam m the night, to avoid olfendmg the preju 
dices of the people, who, so far from seeking cause of offence, were inclined 
to make ever) liberal alloivance for the usage of foreigners The Maywoon 
politely opdereda pair of horses of the Pegue breed, small, but handsome and 
spinted, to be selected, and sent to us, from his oivn stud, accompamed by 
two grooms, one to pttend on each horse, a temporary stable was erected 
for tliem ivithin the paling of our court, where they continued whilst 
we remamed at Pegue, and afforded us the means of exercise and pleasmg 
recreation Being now commodiously settled, I mvitcd Captain Thomas 
from Rangoon, to spend a few days with us , he accepted my invitation, 
and came up in a boat provided by tlie mtendant of the port, ha\mg 
previously arranged the concerns of his ship, and the mode of supplymg 
the crew dunng liis absence. 

The solar year of the Birmans was now drawing to a close, and the 
ihree last days are usually spent by them in merriment and feistmg, we 
were m\ited by the Maywoon to be present on the evemng of the lOth 
of Apnl, at the exhibition of a dramatic representation 

At a little bcfoie eight o clock, the hour when the play tvas to com 
mence, we proceeded to the house of the Maywoon, accompanied by Baba- 
Sliccn, wlio, on all occasions, acted as master of the ceremonies The 
theatre was the open court, Splendidly illuminated by lamps and torches, 
the Maywoon and Ins lady sat in a projecting balcony of his house, we 
occupied seats below him, raised about two feet from the ground and 
covered with carpets, a crowd of spectators were seated in a circle round 
the stage The performance began immediately on our amval, and far 
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excelled any Indian drama I had ever seen. The dialogue was' spirited^ 
without rant, and the action animated, without being extravagant : the 

dresses of the principal performers were showy and becoming. I was told 

) 

that the best actors were natives of Siam, a nation which, though unable 

) / 

to contend with the Birmans and Peguers in war, have cultivated with 
more success the refined arts of peace. By way of an interlude between 
the acts, a clownish buBPoon entertained the audience with a c’ecital of 
diffeient passages^ and by grimace, and frequent alterations of tone and 
countenance, extorted loud peals of laughter from the spectators. The 
Biimans seem to delight in mimickry, and are very expert in the prac- 
tice, possessing uncommon versatility of countenance. An eminent prac- 
titioner of this ait amused us with a specimen of his skill, at our own 
housoj and, to our no small astonishment, exhibited a masterly display of 
the passions, in pantomimic looks and gestures : the transitions he made 
from pain to pleasure, fi’om joy to despair, fiom rage to mildness, from 
laughter to tears ; his expression of terror, and, above all, his look of 
idiotism, Avere performances of first rate merit in their line, and we 
agreed in opinion, that had his fates decreed him to have been a native of 
Great Britain, his genius would have rivalled that of any modem come- 
dian of the English stage. 

The plot of the drama performed this evening, I understood, was taken 
fi’om^the sacred text of the Ramayan of BalmieC'", a work of high authority 
amongst the Hindoos. It represented the battles of the holy Ram and the 
impious Rahwaan, chief of the Rakuss, or demons, to revenge the rape of 
Seeta, the wife of^ Ram, who was forcibly earned away by Rahwaan, and 
bound under the spells of enchantment Vicissitudes of fortune took place 


* Called by Sir William Jones, Valmiec. 

Aa 
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dunng the perfoniiance, that seemed highly intereslmg to the audience 
Ram was at length wounded by a poisoned arrow , the sages shlled m 
medicine consulted on his cure , they discovered, that on the mountain 
Indragurry gretv a certain tree that produced a gum, which w'as a sove 
reign antidote against the deletenous effects of poison , but the distance 
was so great that none could be found to undertake the journey at length 
Honymain,* leader of the army of apes, ofiered to go m quest of it When 
he arrived at the place, being uncertain which was the tree, he took up 
half the mountam, and transported it with ease , thus was the cure of 
Ram happily effected, the enchantment rvas broken, and the piece ended 
with a dance, and songs of tnumph 

On the I2tb of Apnl, the last day of the Birman year, we were itivited 
by the Maywoon to bear a part ourselves m a sport that is universally 
practised throughout the Birman dominions on tlie concludmg day of their 
annual cycle To wash array the impurities of the past, and commence 
the new jear free from stain, women on this day are accustomed to throw 
water on every man they meet, which the men have tliepnvilcge of retorting, 
this licence gives nse to a great deal of harmless memment, particularly 
amongst the jaung women, who, armed with large sjnngcs and flaggons, 
endeavour to wet every man that goes along the street, and, in their turn, 
reccire a wetting with perfect good humour, nor is the smallest indecency 
ever manifested in this or in any other of their sports Dirty water is 
nc\cr cast , a man is not allowed to lay hold of a woman, but maj fling 

• Hojijroun I« wonhipped by the Hindoos under the form of lu ipe, ind It one of 
the mow frequent objects of thdir adorauoo i otoiost every Hindoo psgodi hli this figure 
delineated in some part of it Honymaan b the term used by the Hindoos to denote a Urge 
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as much water over her as he pleases, provided she has beeil the aggresr- 
sor ; but if a woman warns a man that she does not mean to join in the 
diversion, it is considered as an avowal of pregnancy, and she passes with- 
out molestation. 

About an hour before sunset we went to the Maywoon’s, and found 
that his lady had provided plentifully to give us a wet Reception. In 
the hall were placed three large china jars, full of water, with bowls 
and ladles to fling it. Each of us, on entering, had a bottle of rose- 

j 

water presented to him, a little of which we in turn poured into the 
palm of the May^voon’s hand, who sprinkled it over his own vest of fine 
flowered muslin ; the lady then made her appearance at the door, and 
gave us to understand that she did not mean to join in the sport her- 
self, but made her eldest daughter, a pretty child, in the nurse’s arms, 
pour from a golden cup some rose-water mixed with sandal-wood, first 
over her father, and then over each of the English gentlemen; this 
was a signal for the sport to begin. We were prepared, being dressed in 
linen waistcoats. Fiom ten to twenty women, young and middle aged, 
rushed into the hall from the inner apaitments, who surrounded and 
deluged without mercy four men ill able to maintain so unequal a con- 
test. The Maywoon was soon driven from the field; but Mr. Wood 
having got possession of one of the jars, we were enable^l to preserve our 
ground till the water was exhausted; it seemed to afibrd them gieat 
diversion, especially if we appeared at all distressed by the quantity of 
water flung in our faces. All parties being tired, and completely drenched, 
we went home to change our clothes, and in the way met many damsels who 
would willingly have renewed the sport ; they, however, were afraid to 
begin without receiving encouragement from us, not knowing how it 
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CHAPTER V. 

Public Rejoicings cease. — Site of the ancient City of Pegue — Fortifica- 
tions. — Encouragement given to Settlers — Description of the new 
.Fown — Public Buildings — Dread of Fire — Precdutions used against 
it.—^An Account of the Temple of Shoemadoo. — Visit the Siredaw, the 
superior Rhahaan, or High Priest of the Country — Desolated State of 
the Environs of Pegue — monastic Retreats of the Rhahaans. — Manu- 
factures at Pegue — Officers of the provincial Government — Admini- 
stration of Justice. — Monsoon threatens. — Prepare to depart — take 

s 

Leave of the Viceroy. 

-Sports a’ad festivities ceased with the departed year, a circumstance that 
gave us great pleasure, as, from attending them, we were frequently 
exposed to the influence of a burning sun, which at this season is most 
powerful; but though the heat from noon till five in the evening was 
intense, yet the mghts were cool, and the mornings pleasant and refresh- 
ing. I generally took advantage of two temperate houis, from the dawn 
of day till the sun ' became inconvenient, to walk or ride through the city 
and its environs; and in all my excursions I never once experienced 
insult or molestation , curiosity and astonishment were often expressed, 
but unaccompanied by personal incivility, or by the slightest indication 
of contempt. 
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The iate that befel this once flounshmg city has already^ been recounted 
in the preceding pages The extent of ancient Pegue may still be accu- 
rately traced by the rums of the ditch and wall that surrounded it , from 
these it appears to have been a quadrangle, each side measurmg nearly 
a mile and a half m several places the ditch is choLed up by rubbish that 
has been cast into it, and the fallmg of its own banls , sufficient, how- 
ever, still remains to show that it was once no contemptible defence , tlie 
breadth I judged to be about sixty yards, and the depth ten or twelve 
feet in some parts of it there is water, but in no considerable quantity 
1 was informed, that when the ditch was m repair, the water seldom, in 
the hottest season, sunL below the depth of four feet An injudiaous 
laussebray, thirty feet wide, did not add to the secunty of the fortress 

The fragments of the wall likewise evince that this was a work of mag- 
nitude and labour, it 15 not easy to ascertain precisely nhat was its exact 
height, but we conjectured it at least thirty feet, and in breadth, at the 
base, not less that forty It is composed of bncL, badl) cemented with 
clay mortar Small equidistant bastions, about 300 yards asunder, are 
still discoverable, there had been a parapet of masonry, but the whole is 
in a slate so ruinous, and so covered with weeds and bnars, as to leave 
very imperfect vestiges of its Ibrmcr strength 

In the centre of each face of the fort there is a gateway about thirty 
feet wide, these gateways were the pnncipal entrances The passage 
across the ditch is over a pauscivay raised on a mound of earth, that 
senes as a bridge, and was formerly defended by a relrenclimeni, of 
which there arc now no traces 

It IS impossible to conceive a more sUaling picture of fallen grandeur, 
and the desolating hand of war, than the inside of tlicse walls displaj’S 
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Alompra, whea he got possession of the city in the year 1757 , lazed 
every dwelling to the giound, and dispcised or led into captivity all the 
inhabitants. The temples or piaws, which aie veiy numerous, w^re the 
only buildings that escaped the fuiy of the conqueior; and of these the 
gieat pyramid of Shoemadoo has alone been reverenced and kept in 
lepair. 

The present King of the Biimans, whose government has been less 

distuibed than that of any of his predecessors, early in his leign turned his 

thoughts to the population and improvement, as well as the extension, 

} 

of his dominions, and seemed dcsiious to conciliate his subjects by mild- 
ness, rather than govern them by tenor. He has abrogated some severe 
penal laws imposed by his piedecessois upon the Taliens, or native 
Peguers. Justice is now impartially distributed, and the only distinc- 
tion at present between a Biiman and a Talien, consists in the exclusion 
of the latter from places of public trust and power. 

No act of the Birman government is more likely to reconcile the Peguers 
to the Biniikn yoke, than the lestoration of their ancient place of abode, 
and the preseiwation and embellishment of the temple of Shoemadoo. The 
King, sensible of this, as well as of the advantages that must arise to the 
state from an increase of culture and population, five years ago issued 
orders to rebuild Pegue, encouraged settlers by grants of ground, and 
invited the scattered families of former inhabitants to return and repeople 

their deserted city. * 

His Birman Majesty, more effectually to accomplish tliis end, on the 
death of the late Maywoon, which happened about five years ago, directed 
his successor, the present governor, to quit Rangoon, and make Pegue his 
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future residence, and the seat of provincial government of the tlurty-tivo 
districts of Henzaivuddy * 

These judicious measures have so far succeeded, that a new town has 
been bui't within the site of the ancient city, but Rangoon possesses so 
many advantages over Pegue, m a commercial point of view, that persons 
of property who are engaged in business will not easily be prevailed upon 
to leave one of the finest sea ports in the world, to encounter the dilficul 
ties of a new settlenjent, where commerce, if any can subsist, must be very 
confined, from the want of a commodious navigation The present inbabi 
tants, who have been induced to return, consist chiefly of Rhabaans, or 
priests, followers of the provincial court, and poor Talien families, nho 
were glad to regain a settlement m their once magnificent metropolis The 
number altogether perhaps does not exceed six or seven thousand , those who 
dwelt in Pegue dunng its former days of splendor are now nearly extinct, 
and their descendants and relatives scattered over the provmccs of Tongho, 
Martaban, and 1 alowmeou , many also live tmder the protection of the 
Siamese There is little doubt, however, that the respect paid to their 
fasouritc temple of worship, and the sccunty and encouragement held out 
to those M ho venture to return, will, in time, accomplish the wise and 
humane intentions of tlie Birman monarch 

Pegue, in its'rcnovatctl and contracted slate, seems to be built on the 
plan of the former cit), and occupies about one half of its area It is 
fenced round b) a stocLadc from ten to tnelve feet high, on the north and 
cast sides It borders on the old M-all Tlic plane of the town is not ) ct filled 
witli liouses, but a number of new ones are building There is one mam 
• The Shanterit name pvco to the prorlncc of Pegue by the BInnanf. 
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Street mnning east and west, crossed at right angles by two smaller streets 
not yet finished. At each extremity of the principal street, there is a gate 
in the stockade, which is shut eaily in the evening; after that hour 
entrance during the night is confined to a wicket. Each of these gates 
is defended by a wretched piece of ordnance, and a few musqueteers, who 
never post centinels, and aie usually asleep in an adjoining shed. There 
are two inferior gates on the north and south side of tlie stockade. 

The streets of Pegue are spacious, as are those of alj the Birman towns 

r 

that I have seen. The new town is well paved with brick, which the 
ruins of the old plentifully supply ; on each side of the way there is a 
drain to carry ofiP the water. Houses of the meanest peasants of Pegue, 
and throughout the Birman empire, possess manifest advantage over Indian 
dwellings, by being raised from the ground either on wooden posts or 
bamboos, according to the size of the building. The kioums or monas- 
teries of the Rhahaans, and the habitations of the higher ranks, are usually 
elevated six or eight, those of the lower classes from two to foui feet. 

Theie are no brick buildings either in Pegue or Rangoon, except such 
as belong to the King, or are dedicated to their divinity Gaudma : his 
Majesty has piohibited the use of biick or stone in private buildings, fiom 
the apprehension, I was infoimed, that if people got leave to build buck 
houses, they'might erect brick fortifications, dangerous to the secuiity of the 
state. The houses, therefore, are all made of mats, or sheathing boards, 
supported on bamboos or posts ; but from tlieii being composed of such 
combustible materials, the inhabitants are under continual dread of fire, 
against which they take every precaution. The roofs are lightly covered, 
and at each dooi stands a long bamboo, with an iron hook at the end, to 
pull down the thatch *. there is also another pole, with a grating of iron at 

B b 
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the extremity, about three feet square, to suppress flame by pressure 
Almost every house has earthen pots, filled with siater, on the roof, and 
a partieular class of people,* whose busmess it is to prevent and extm 
guish fires, perambulate the ■streets during the night 

The Maywoon s habitation, thou^ not at all a magnificent mansion for 
the representative of royalty, is, notwithstandmg, a bmldmg of much 
respectability, compared to the other houses of Pegue , from an outside 
snew we judged it to be roomy, and to contam several apartments, exclu 
sive of that m which he gives audience it possesses, however, but few 
ornaments Gildmg is forbidden to all subjects of the Birman empire , 
liberty even to lacLer, and paint the pillars of tlieir houses is granted to 
very few the naked wood gave an unfinish d appearance to tlie dwelling 
of the Maywoon, which, in other respects, seemed well adapted for the 
accommodation of a Birman fanuly 

The object in Pegue that most attracts, and most ments notice, is the 
noble edifice of Shoemadoo,+ or the Goldeh Supreme This eXtraordi- 


• Thetc people are called Pagrraat j they are flares of govcniinent , men rrho hare been 
found guilty of theft, and, throogh mercy, had their Uret spared , they arc ■dliungulihcd by a 
hlack drclc on each cheek, caused bygunpntrder and punctuation , as rrellasby haring on their 
breast, in Birman characters, the word and the name of the article stolen, as, on one 
that I asked to be explained to me, Puteboo Khoo, chth thitf These men patrolc the streets 
at night, to put out all bres and lights, after a certain hour They net as constables, and are 
the public executioners. 

+ Shoe or Shuoc, in the Birman tongue, signifies golden j and th re can be no doubt that 
Madoo Is a corruption of Mahadera, or dco I could not leant from the Birmans the origin or 
etymology of the term , it was explained to me as signifying a promontory that orerlooked 
land and water Praw importi lord, and is alsrays annexed to the name of a sacred building i 
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nary pile of building is erected on a double terrace, one raised upon 

Another : the lower and greater terrace is about ten feet above the natural 

level of the ground, forming an exact paiallelogram : the upper and lesser 

ten ace is similar in shape, and lises about twenty feet above othe lower 

terrace, or thirty above the level of the country. I judged a side of the 

lower terrace to be 1391 feet; of the upper, 684. The walls that sus- 

tained the sides of the teirace, both uppei and lower, are in a ruinous 

state; they weie foimerly covered with plaster, wrought into various 

> 

figuies; the area of the lower is stiewed with the fragments of small 
decayed buildings, but the upper is kept free from filth, and is in tolerably 
good order. Theie is reason to conclude that this building and the for- 
tress are coeval ; as the earth of which the terraces are composed, appears 
to have been taken fiom the ditch; there being no other excavation in the 
city, or in its neighbourhood, that could have afforded a tenth part of thfe 
quantity. 

The terraces are ascended by flights of stone steps, which are now broken 

o 

it is likewise a sovereign and a sacerdotal title, and is frequently used by an inferior when 
addressing his superior. The analogy between the Birmans and ancient Egyptians, in the 
application of this term, as also in many other particulars, is highly deserving of notice. 

Phra was the proper name under which the Egyptians first adored the sun, before it re- 
ceived the allegorical appellation of Osiris, or Author of Time , they likewise conferred the 

r 

same title onitheir kings and on their, priests. 

In the first book of Moses, chap. xli. Pharaoh gives ** Joseph to wife, the daughter of 
Potiphera, or the priest of On.” In the book of Jeremiah a king of Egypt is styled ‘Pharaoh 
Ophra; and it is not a very improbable conjecture, that the title of Pharaoh, given to sue- 

i 

cessive kings of Egypt, is a corruption of the word Phraw or Praw, in its original sense sig- 
nifying the sun, and applied to the sovereign and priesthood, as the representatives on earth 
of that splendid luminary. 
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and neglected , on each side are dwellmgs of the Rliahaans, raised on tim- 
bers four or five feet from the ground, these houses consist only of a large 
hall , the wooden pillars that support them are turned ith neatness , the 
roofs are "covered with tiles, and the sides are made of boards , there are 
a number of bare benches m every house, on which the Rhahaans sleep , 
we saw no other furmture 

Shoemadoo is a pyramidical building, composed of bncL and mortar, 
without excavation or aperture of any sort , octagonal at the base, and 
spiral at top, each side of the base measures 162 feet, this immense 
breadth diminishes abruptly, and a simdar buildmg has not unaptlj been 
compared m shape to a large spealong trumpet * 

Six feet from the ground there is a wide projection that surrounds the base, 
on the plane of which are fifty seven small spires of equal size, and equi 
distant, one of them measured twenty seven feet in height, and forty in 
circumference, at the bottom On a higher ledge there is another row, 
consisting of fifty three spires of similar shape and measurement 

A great vanety of mouldings encircle the building, and ornaments 
somewhat resembling the fleur de lys surround the lower part of the 
spire circular mouldings likewise girt it to a considerable height, above 
which there arc ornaments in stucco not unlike the leaves of a Connthlan 
capital, and the whole is crowned by a Tee, or umbrella, of open iron- 
work, from which rises a rod with a gdded pennant 

The Ice or umbrella is to be seen on c^ery sacred building that is of a 
spiral form the raising and consecration of this last and indispensable 
appendage, is an act of high religious solemnity, and a season of festivity 
and relaxation The present king bestowed the tec that covers Shoemadoo 


See Mr Hunter i Account of Prguc 
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It was Blade at the capital : many of the principal nobility came down 
from Ummerapoora to be present at the ceremony of its elevation. 

The circumference of the tee is fifty- six feet; it rests on an iron axis 
fixed in the building, and is farllicr sccuicd by large cliains stiongly 
rivetted to the spire. Round the lower lim of the tee are appended a 
number of bells, which, agitated by the nind, make a continual jingling. 

n 

The lee is gilt, and it is said to be the intention of the King to gild the 
whole of the spiic. All the lesser pagodas arc ornamented with propor- 
tionable umbi'cllas of similar woikmanship, which arc likewise encircled 
by small bells. 

The extreme height of the edifice, from the level of the country, is 361 
feet, and above the interior terrace, 331 feet. 

On tlic south-east angle of the upper ten ace there arc two handsome 
saloons, or kioums, lately erected, the roofs composed of different stages, 
supported by pillars; we judged the length of each to be about sixty feet, 
and the bieadth thirty : the ceiling of one is aheady embellished with gold 
leaf, and the pillars arc lackered; the decoiation of the other is not yet 
completed. They arc made entirely of wood ; the carving on the outside 
is laborious and minute: we saw sevcial unfinished figures of animals and 
men in grotesque attitudes, which were designed as ornaments for different 
parts of the building. Some images of Gaudma, the supreme object of 
Birman adoration, lay scattered around. 

At each angle of the inteiior and higher terrace there is a temple sixty- 
seven feet high, resembling, m miniature, the great temple; in front of 
that, in the south-west coiner, aie foui gigantic icpresentations, in masonry, 
of Palloo, 01 the evil genius, half beast, half human, seated on their hams, 
each with a large club on the right shoulder. The Pundit, who accompanied 
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me, said that they resembled the Rakuss of the Hmdoos These are guar- 
dians of the temple 

Nearly m the centre of the east face of the area are two human figures 
m stucco, beneath a gilded umbrella , one, standing, represents a man 
with a book before him, and a pen m his hand , he is called Thasiamee, 
the recorder of mortal ments and mortal misdeeds , the other, a female 

c 

figure kneelmg, is Mahasumdera, the protectress of the universe, so long 
as the imiverse is doomed to last , but when the tune of general dissolu 
tion arrives, by her hand the world is to be overwhelmed and everlast- 
mgl) destrOjed 

A small bnck buddmg near the north east angle contains an upright 
marble slab, four feet high, and three feet wide there is a long legible 
mscnplion on it Itvas told it was an accoimt of the donations of pilgrims 
of only a recent date 

Along the whole extent of the north face of the upper terrace there is 
a Mooden shed for the com enience of devotees who come from a distant 
part of the country On the north side of the temple arc threclarge bells 
of good workmanship, suspended nigh the ground, between pillars , several 
deers horns he strewed around , those who come to pay their devotions first 
take up one of the horns, and stnkc the bell three times, giving an alter 
natc stroke to thd ground this act, I was told, is to announce to the spint 
of Gaudma the approach of a suppliant There are several low benches 
near the foot of the temple, on which the person who comes to pray, places 
his offering, commonly consisting of boiled rice, a plate of sweetmeats, or 
cocoa nut fned in oil , w hen it is giv cn, the dc\ otcc cares not w liit becomes 
of It , the crows and wild dogs often devour it in presence of the donor, 
who nc\ cr attempts to disturb the animals I saw sev cral plates of v icluals 
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<Iisposed of in this manner, and undei stood it was the case with all that 
was brought. 

There are many small temples on the aieas of both terraces, which are 
neglected, and suffered to fall into decay. Numberless images of Gaudma 

-i 

lie indisciiminately scatteied. A pious Biiman, who purchases an idol, first 
piocuies the ceremony of consecration to be performed by the Rhahaans; 
he then takes his purchase to whatever sacred building is most- con- 
venient, and theie places it within the shelter of a kioum, or on the open 
ground befoie the temple; nor does he evei^ again seem to have any anxiety 
about its preseivation, but leaves the divinity to shift for itself. Some of 
those' idols are made of marble that is found in the neighbourhood of the 
capital of the Birman dominions, and admits of a very fine polish ; many 
are formed of wood, and gilded, and a few are of silver ; the latter^ however, 
are not usually exposed and neglected like the others. Silver and gold is 
rarely used, except in the composition of household gods. 

On both the terraces are a number of white cylindrical flags, raised on 
bamboo poles ; these flags are peculiar to the Rhahaans, and are consi- 
dered as emblematic of purity, and of their sacred function. On the top 
of the staff there is a henza, or goose, the symbol both of the Birman and 
Pegue nations. 

From the upper projection that surrounds the base of Stjoemadoo, the pro- 
spect of the circumjacent countiy is extensive and picturesque ; but it is a 
prospect of nature in her rudest^state; there are few inhabitants, and 
scarcely any cultivation The hills of Martaban rise to the eastward, and 
the Sitang river, winding along the plains, gives an inteiruptedview of its 

N. 

waters. To the north-west, about forty miles, are the Galladzet hills, 
whence the Pegue river takes its rise ; hills remarkable only for the 
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noisome effects of their atmosphere In every other direction the eye loots 
over a boundless plain, checquered by a uild mtermixture of wood and 
ivater 

Not bemg able to procure any satisfactory information respecting the 
antiquity of Shoemadoo, I paid a visit to the Siredaw, or supenor Rha- 
haan of the country, his abode was situated m a shady grove of tamarind 
trees, about five miles south east of the city , every object seemed to cor 
respond with the years and dignity of the possessor The trees were lofty, 
a bamboo railing protected his dwelhng from the attach of wild beasts, a 
neat reservoir contained cfear water, a little garden supplied roots, and 
his retreat w as well stocked with fruit trees some young Rhahaans lived 
wnth him, and administered to his wants with pious respect Though 
much emaciated, he seemed litely, and m full possession of his mental 
faculties , he said his age was eighty seven The Rhahaans, although 
subsisting on chanty, never solicit aims, or accept or money, I therefore 
presented this venerable prelate of the order with a piece of cloth, which 
was repaid by a grateful benediction He told me, that in the com ulsions 
of the Pegue empire, most of llicir laluablc records liad been destrojed, 
but It ivas traditionally belies cd that the temple of Shoemadoo was 
founded 2300 )ears ago, by two merchants, brothers, who came to Pegue 
from Tallowmcoip a distnct one day s journey cast of Martaban These 
pious traders at first raised a temple one Birman cubit’ in height, Sigea 
mcc, or the spint that presides oier the elements, and directs tlie thunder 
and lightning, in the space of one night increased the sue of the temple to 
two cubits, the merchants tlicn added another cubit, which Sigeameo 
doubled in the same short time, the building thus attamed the magnitude 
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of twelve cubits, when the merchants desisted ; that the temple was after- 
wards gi'adually increased by successive monarchs of Pegue, the registers 
of whose names, with the amount of their contributions, had been lost ia 
the genei al niin ; nor could he inform me of any authentic archives that 
escaped the meek. 

In the afternoon Dr. Buchanan accompanied me in a ride about 
a mile and a half to the eastward of the fort ; thorns and wild tambods 
giew in this direction close to the ditch, and the, road lay through 
woods, inteisected by frequent pathways. We saw no other habita- 
tion, than here and there a poor Peguei’s hut, beneath the shelter of a 
clump of bamboos; but the memorials of foimer populousness were 
thickly strewed: hillocks of decayed masonry, covered with the light 
mould which time genei ates upon a heap of rubbish, and the ruins of 
numerous temples, met the eye in every quarter. From these melancholy 
monuments we could trace the extent of the suburbs, which retained 
scarce any vestiges of foimer grandeur ; they merely seiwed to point out 
“ campos tibi Troja fliit.” We saw no gaidens or mclosuies, nor any 
cultivation on that side of the fort, but the pathways being trod by cattle 
indicated that the country farther on was better inhabited, and probably 
in a state of higher improvement. 

Returning from our excursion, we met Mr. Wood, who, early in the 
morning, attended by his own servants, and some Bifman guides, had crossed 
to the west side of the river, to amuse himself with a day’s shooting ; he found 
an inconsiderable village on the opposite bank, in the neighbourhood of 
which there were rice plantations that extended a mile westward ; beyond 
theSe he entered a thick wood, consisting chiefly of the bamboo and pipal 
trees. Through this wilderness he penetrated nine or ten miles, without 

C c 
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meelmg an inhabitant, or seeing a single dwelling Some water fowls and 
wood pigeons were the reward of his toil 

South of Pegue, about a mile beyond the city \ralls, there is a plam 
of great extent, for the most part overgrown with wild grass and 
low brushwood, and bare of timber trees, except where a sacred grove 
maintains its venerable shade. A few wretched villages are to be seen, 
containing not more than twenty or thirty poor habitations Small spots 
of land have been prepared by the peasants for tillage, who seem to hvc 
in extreme poverty, notwithstandmg they possess m their cattle the means 
of comfortable subsistence , but they do not eat the flesh, and I was told 
what IS remarkable enough, tliat they seldom dnnk the null: Rice, gnapee, 
a species of sprat nhich, when half putnfied, is made into a pickle, and used 
as a seasomng for their nee, oil expressed from a small gram, with salt, 
are almost their only ai tides of food Their cons dimmutive, resem 
bling the breed on the coast of Coromandel , but the bufialoes are noble 
annuals, much supenor to those of India I saw here, for the first time, 
some of a light cream colour, they arc used for draft and agncblture, and 
draw heavy loads on carts or small waggons, constructed with consider- 
able neatness and ingenuity 

Tlie groves bcforementioned are objects of no unpIcasing contemplation, 
the) are the rctfeats of such Rhahaans or pnests as devote" themselves to 
religious seclusion, and prefer the tranquillity of rural retirement to the 
noise and tumults of a town In their choice of a residence they com 
monly select the most retired spots they can find, wherp shady trees, par- 
ticularly tlie tamannd and banpn, protect them fiom the noon-day sim 
In these gro\es they build their kioums, and here they pass their solifary 
lives All kioums or monasteries, whctlier in town or country, are 
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seminaries for the education of youth, in which boys of a certain age, are 
taught their letters, and instructed in moral and leligious duties. To these 
schools the neighbouring villagers send their childien, wheie they are edu- 
cated giatis, no distinction being made between the son of the peasant 
and him who wears the tsaloe, or string of nobility. A piece of ground 
contiguous to the grove is inclosed foi a gaiden, where they sow vegetables 
and plant fmit trees ; the Indian sweet potatoe, and the plantain, 'being the 
most nuti itious, are pi incipally cultivated ; the chai ity of the country people 

supply them abundantly with rice, and the few necessaries which their nar- 

0 

row wants require. Abstracted fiom all worldly considerations, they do 
not occupy themselves in the common concerns of life. They never buy, 
sell, or accept of money. 

The only article of consequence manufactuied at Pegue, is silk and 
cotton cloth, which the women weave for their own and their hus- 
bands’ use. It is wrought with considerable dexteiity; the thiead is 
well spun, and the textuie of the web is close and strong; it is mostly 
checquere’d like the Scotch tartan. They make no moie than what suffices 
for their own consumption. 

In the town of Pegue there aie only three persons, besides the Maywoon 
or viceroy, wdiose rank entitles them to distinction : these are, the Ray- 
woon, Chekey, and the Sere-dogee. The first is an oid man turned of 
seventy, still vigoious and active, who, it seems^ had distinguished him- 

I 

self by his prowess in fonner wars, and obtained his present post as the 
reward of valour; he is also invested with high military insignia, and haS; 
the privilege of wearing on his head a gilded helmet, or bason, which is never 
used except on state occasions, when he exhibits a formidable representa- 

f 

tion of the meager knight adorned with Mambrino’s helmet. The Chekey 
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IS a middle aged man, dull and pletbonc , and, last m office, our acquamt 
ance, the Sere dogee, about forty, sadly afflicted with the rheumatism 
The assiduous attentions of this good nalured man, though perhaps die 
tated by policy, were both pleasmg and useful, and, to appearance at 
least, perfectly dismterested I had presented him with some trifles, a 
piece of muslin, one of silL, and a few yards of broad cloth, which he 
accepted, he said, not for their value, but as a token of my good opmion 
He one day brought his daughter, a child of six years old, with him, to 
pay me a v isit , after taking notice of her I spread a piece of Bengal silk 
over her shoulders, as is the custom when one makes a present to an infe 
nor The father thanked me with great cordiality, but returned the piece, 
saying, he feared I might think he brought the child with a view to extract 
a present , and that I should have occasion for all the articles 1 had got 
to giv e away, if I expected to satisfy every body who would look for a gra 
tification , 1 disclaimed the first supposition, but could not overcome the 
delicacy of lus scruples 

These officers exercise the function of magistrates, and hold separate 
courts at their own houses, for the determination of petty suits, each has 
Ins distmet department, but this pnvate jurisdiction is very limited , all 
causes of importance relating to property, and matters of an high cnmi 
nal nature, arc solemnly tned m open court The three before mentioned 
officers unite, and forma tribunal, tihich sits at the Rhoom,* or public 
hall of justice, where they hfear the parties, examine witnesses, and take 
depositions in tvnting these depositions arc sent to tijc Majwoon, who 
represents the kmg, and the judges transmit their opinions along tilth the 
eiidcnce, which the Maytvoon cither confirms or rejects, as he thinks 
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pioper; and in cases of capital conviction, oideis execution, or pai- 
dons the culpiit. From his judgment theie lies no appeal, except when it 
happens that an offender, who holds an office undei a loyal commission, is 
brought to trial; in that case the minutes of the evidence taken in couit, 
must be forwaided to the council of state, to be by them submitted to the 
king, who himself applies the law, and awaids the sentence. 

We had now spent neaily three weeks at Pegue, and seen eveiy thing 
worthy of notice, w'hich, in a place so lately lescued fiom a deseit, could 

not be ver)' interesting or various. Gathering clouds, and a gloomy hori- 

> 

zon foretold the approach of the south-w'est monsoon ; and we had reason 
shortly to expect the arrival of a loyal messenger, to notify his Majesty’s 
pleasure in legaid to our fuither piogiess. Having also several arrange- 
ments to make at Rangoon, prepaiatoiy to our departure, it became expe- 
dient to appoint a day for quilting Pegue ; I therefore intimated to theMay- 
woonmy intention, and fixed on the 55 th to take my leave, on which day 
I visited him in form. After half an hour’s cheeifiil conversation, he asked 
me with much earnestness, whether we were pleased with the reception and 
treatment we had received ; in return, I gave him the most ample assur- 
ances of our entire satisfaction, expressed my sense of his past kindnessj 
and my reliance on his future friendship ; he seemed happy to find that we 

were contented, and handsomely apologized for the restraint and appaient 

# 

rudeness we had sustained on our first coming to Rangoon, which, he said, 
originated in misconception. Thus we parted with perfect complacency 
on both sides. 

Nor was this acknowledgment, on my part, mere matter of empty compli- 
ment ; although I thought, that on certain occasions, he might have lelaxed 
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CHAPTER VI. 

t / 

> 

Leave Pegue. — Reach the Village of Deesa. — Abundance oj Game. — Bif- 
faloes — their Antipathy to the Colour of red, or scarlet. — Dees(i infested 
by Tigers, and wild Elephants. — Reach Rangoon. — Geographical Po • 
silion of Pegue erroneously laid down in modern 'Maps. — Members of 
the English Deputaiion reside within the Fortifications of Rangoon . — 
Mistrust evinced by the principal Inhabitants. — Description of (he Town 
of Rangoon — Swine and Dogs numerous. -^Receive much useful Infor- 
mation from an Italian Missionary. — Account of the People called Ca- 
reaners — of the Temple of Shoedagong. — Birmans fond of religious 
Processions. — Account of the Rhahaans, or Ecclesiastics. — Meet the 
Seredaw, or High Priest of Rangoon — his Character. — Virgin Priest- 
esses.— sReason of the Abolition of their Order. 

Captain Thomas and Dr. Buchanan, with a piopoition of the baggage 
and servants, left Pegue on the -^Ist, to return to Rangoon ; Mr. Wood 
and myself were ready to embark on the ^&th. We went on board in the 
afternoon, attended by the Nakhaan, two infeiior officers of government, 
and the public interpreter ; the remainder of our domestics followed in a 
separate boat. The heavy rams that fell during the ni^ht incommoded the 
rowers, and retarded our progress ; next morning the weather cleared up, 
but towards noon the sky again became oveicast, and seemed to promise 
a stormy night. About two o’clock we reached a village on the east bank. 
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eaJIed Deesa, at this place -ne found two commodious houses unoccupied, 
close to the nver Our boatmen being fatigued, and there appeanng no 
probability of being able to reach Rangoon by the night s tide, I judged it 
most advisable to talce up our quarters here until the morning 

Shortlyafter ouramvalhad been announced, the Miou gee, or chief per 
son of the village, came to pay his respects , he informed me, that at this 
season o'" the year his village, and those adjacent, were nearly deserted by 
men, who were all sent on the service of government, to make salt by the 
sea side, leaving their waves, children, and aged parents at home The 
article of salt produces a considerable revenue to the state the peasantry 
are employed in prepanng it dunng the hot season as soon as the mon 
soon sets in, they return to their habitations, and till their lands until the 
time comes round for a renewal of them annual labour on the coast, which 
does not occupy more than four montlis m the year 

Maiing enquiries respecting what game the country produced, the 
Miou gee told me that it abounded in lanous finds, particularly deer, 
and that if I chose to w alk out with my gun, he would be my guide, and 
imdertate to shew me a herd of antelopes at no great distance I accepted 
the offer with pleasure we went through the village, which did not con 
lam more than fifty houses, comfortable m appearance, and well raised from 
the ground the women and children flocLcd to tlicir doors, and screamed 
with astonishment at seeing such a ph'cnoracnon as an English officer 
dressed m his uniform Proceeding to the eastward, about a mile from the 
town, we came on an extensive plain, where the tall rank grass had been 
consumed by fire, to allow the growih of the more delicate shoots, as pas 
turage for the cattle. Here we soon discov ered a herd of deer, but so 
watcliful and wild, that I could only get near enough to fire a random shot 
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from a rifle, which did not take effect. In endeavouring to approach them 
unperceived, I left my servants and guide at a considerable distance, and 
took a circuit by myself, out of sight of my companions. A drove^ of buf- 
faloes belonging to the villagers happened to be nigh at the time that I dis- 

\ 

charged my gun ; alamied at the noise, the whole troop raised their heads, 
and, instead of running away, seemed to stand omthe defensive. I walked 
leisurely from them, when two came out of the herd, and, with tfifeir tails 
and heads erect, trotted towards me, not in a strait line, but making a half 

' j 

circle, as if afiaid to advance; they were too nigh for me to think of 
escaping by flight, I therefore kept on at a moderate pace, in an oblique 
direction, stopping at times, with my face towards them, on which they 
also stood still, and looked at me ; but when I resumed my way, they im- 
mediately advanced ; in this circuitous manner one of them came so close 
that I felt my situation extremely awkward. I had reloaded my rifle whilst 
I walked, but reserved it for an extremity. As the beast approached, I 
stopped moie frequently, which always checked his progress for a time; 
but he had? now drawn so nigh, that I expected every instant to have a 
direct charge made at me : fortunately the Miou-gee from a distance dis- 
covered my situation ; he hallooed out, and made signs by taking off his 
blue cotton jacket, holding it up in the air, and then throwing it down. I 
immediately comprehended his meaning, and, whilst I edged away, slipped 
off* my scarlet coat, which I flung, together with my hat, into some long 
grass, where they lay concealed ; the buffalo ^instantly desisted from the 
pursuit, and returned towards the herd, quietly grazing as he retired. This 
circumstance proves that the buffalo entertains the same antipathy to the 
colour of red or scarlet that some other animals are known to do. The Miou- 
gee, when I joined him, seemed quite as much alarmed as I was ; he said, 
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that if I had sustained any uijtuy, his head would liave paid the forfeit of 
the accident 

The country inland appeared to be cleared of trees and brushwoodi to a 
considerable distance, but on the banls of the nver to the north and 
south, the thichets bordered on the village, and, I was told, abounded in 
jungle* fowl, and peacocts, but my guide requested I would not venture 
in, for fbar of tigers, which, he said, frequently came prowling round the 
village at night, and sometimes earned away their dogs, but durst not 
attack their bulEdoes, who, tcT all appearance, were a match for any tiger, 
and almost as fierce The inhabitants also complamed of bemg much 
molested in the wet season by wld elephants, that occupy, in great num- 
bers, a forest twelve miles to the north-east These powerful animals, allured 
by the early crops of nee and sugar cane, male predatory excursions m 
largo troops, and do a great deal of mischief, devastating more than they 
devour The poor peasantry have often to lament the destruction of their 
most exposed plantations 

Next raommg before dayhght we left Deesa with the first ofi the ebb , at 
ten o clock we reached Rangoon, and landed at our former dwelling below 
the toivn Baba Sheen, who had travelled all night, aimed about the 
same hour from Pegue. 

How much it IS to be lamented, that the country we had just left, one 
of the fairest and most healthful on the globe, should remain, for the greater 
part, a sohtar) desert, whilst so many of the human race arc condemned 
to languish awa) life m noxious regions, or extract, by incessant labour, a 

• Th{* a bW vreTl kaom» tp tpoTumco la laJIa , It differ* Utile frottt the commoo 
barn-door fowl, except that the wild »ort arc all of one colour— a dark red, with black brtajl 
and legf The flcih li very delicate 
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scanty subsistence from a barren soil. The natives of the adjacent islands 
of Nicobar, whose swollen limbs and diseased bodies evince the pestilen- 
tial atmosphere they breathe, might here prove useful members of general 

society, live in the enjoyment of a salubiious climate, supply their own, 

* 

and contribute to relieve the wants of otheis. But it must require a long 
and uninterrupted term of peace to renew the ^population of Pegue. 
Should it ever be so fortunate, there can be little doubt that Pegue will be 
numbered amongst the most flourishing and delightful countries of the 
East. . •» 

The authorities on which the geogiaphy of the city and river of Pegue 
has been laid down, though doubtless the best that could be procured, aie 
nevertheless far from being accurate. The Pegue river is called by the 
natives, Bagoo Kioup, or Pegue rivulet, to distinguish it from Mioup, or 
river. It is navigable but a very few miles to the northward of the city of 
Pegue, and for this it is indebted wholly to the action of the tide. It has 
no communication with the sea, except by the Rangoon river, and in the 
fail season,- at low water, is almost dry. There seems to have been a mis- 
take of this stream for the Sitang river, about fifteen miles east of Pegue, 
which is a great and independent body of water, tliat partly describes the 
course that is given in the map, to what is called the Pegue river. 

Nor does the meridian measurement of the city of Pegue, as reported by 
former travellers, at all correspond with later observations. Mr. Wood, an 
accurate astionomer, and furnished with excellent instmments, places Pegue 
in 1 7" 40' north latitude, above forty geographical miles south of the posi- 
tion assigned to it in the map. The difference in longitude is less than 
that of latitude. Mr. Wood, from a mean of observations of the immersion 
and emeision of Jupiter’s satellites, determines Pegue to be in 96® IP 15", 
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about thirty two miles iiest of its supposed situation Tlus eastward 
error may have given occasion to the mistake of the Sitang nver for that 
of Pegue. Indeed the autlionties for the geography of this country are, in 
most places imperfect, and m some altogelher erroneous 

The rumouB state, and the uncomlbrtable situation of the dwelling 
assigned to us on our first arrival, rendered it desirable to remove mto the 
town , and, as a proper understanding was now established with the Ran 
goon government, no objection whatever was made to taking up our 
abode wherever ae thought pfoper I accordmgly hired two large houses, 
one for the gentlemen of the deputation, the other for our attendants , 
these were made of timber, sufficiently spanous, but ill adapted to the 
climate, being close, and covered wnth tiles, which retained and trans 
routed the heat long after the sun had set tliey were, how ever,, the best 
that could be procured, and we felt ourselves more at ease Com residing 
within the inclosure of what is called the Fort of Rangoon 

Bemg freed from the restramt Imposed on us before we went to Pegue, 
we now enjoyed the full hbcrtyof coUectmg information, and scemgwhat 
ever was worth notice Although a liberal hcence was thus granted to 
us, I still found, on the part of those persons who were best capable of 
communicating knowledge, a mistrustful unwiilmgness to reply to my 
questions, which they evaded, rather than declined answering, a conduct 
tliat created in me more regret tlian surpnse, it was a natural jealousy, 
which at this time I did not tlunk it prudent to increase by minute enqui- 
ries into tlic internal state of the countiy, and the political ccconomy of 
their government 

Increasing trade, and consequent population, hate extended the present 
town far bc)-ond tlie limits that formerly comprehended Rangoon, as it 
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was originally founded by Alompra. It stretches along the bank of the 
river about a mile, and is not moie than a third of a mile in breadth. The 
city or miou* is a square, surrounded by a high stockade, and on the north 
side it is further strengthened by an indifferent fosse, across whichV wooden 
bridge is thrown; in this face theie are two gates, in each of* the others 
only one. Wooden stages are erected in several places within the stock- 
ade, for musqueteers to stand on in case of an attack. On the south side, 
towards the liver, which is about twenty or thirty yards from the palisade, 
there are a number of huts, and three v^iarfs, with cranes for landing 
goods. A battery of twelve cannon, six and nine-pounders, raised on the 
bank, commands the river, but the guns and carriages are in such a 

wretched condition, that they could do little execution. Close to the princi- 

✓ 

pal wharf are two commodious wooden houses, used by the merchants as 
an exchange, wheie they usually meet in the cool of the morning and even- 
ing to converse, and transact business. The streets of the town are nar- 
row, and much inferior to those of Pegue, but clean, and well paved : 
there are^umerous channels to carry off the rain, over which strong planks 
are laid, to prevent an interruption of intercourse. The houses are raised 
on posts from the ground ; the smaller supported by bamboos, the larger 
by stiong timbers. All the officers of government, the most opulent mer- 
chants, and persons of consideration, live within the fort; shipwrights, 
and people of inferior rank, inhabit the suburbs ; and one entire street, 
called Tackally, is exclusively assigned, to ^common prostitutes, who are 
not permitted to dwell within the precincts of the fortification. 

Swine are suffered to roam about the town at large: these animals, 
which are with reason held unclean, do not belong to any particular 
* Miou is a term applied cither to a city or a district. 
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awners, they are servants of the public, cimmon scavengers, they go under 
the houses, and devour the filth The Birmans are also fond of dogs, 
numbers of which infest the streets , the breed is small, and extremely 
noisy , wlienev er we walked out, the inhabitants were apprized of our 
approach by the loud barking of these troublesome curs 
I was now honoured occasionally with visita Com all the men of offiaal 
consequeijce in Rangoon , but although they paid me this compliment, the 
greatest formahty and caution ivere still preserved m their deportment and 
hnguage Baba Shetn was the; only person with whom we held fanuhar 
mtercourse, and through hun every attention was paid to our wants From 
this conduct, however, I judged it prudent to suspend the astronomical 
observations which Mr Wood was desuous to make, and not to employ 
my draftsman until a longer acquaintance had removed their suspicions 
Amongst the foreigners who came to pay their respects to the English 
gentlemen, was an Italian missionary, named Vincentius Sangermano, who 
had been deputed to tlus country about twenty years before, by the Soae- 
ty de propaganda he seemed a very respectable and intelligent man, 
spoke and wrote the Birman language fluently, and ivas held m high csti 
mation by the natives for lus exemplary liJc and molTensive manners His 
congregation consisted of the descendants of former Portugueze colo 
nists, who, though numerous, are in general very poor, tlicy, howeier, 
liad erected a neat chapel, and purchased for their pastor a piece of 
ground a mile from tlie town^ on which a neat comfortable dwcihng ivas 
built, and a garden inclosed He is indebted for his subsistence to 
soluntar) contributions of lus flock, m return for their ‘chanty ho cdu 
cates their children, instructs them m the tenets of the Romisli faith, and 
performs mass twice a day at the cliapcl 
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I'lom tliis level end father I leceived much useful information; he told 
me of a singular desciiption of people called Carayners, or Garianers, that 
inhabit difierent parts of the country, particularly the western provinces 
of Dalla and Bassien, several societies of whom also dwell in the districts 
adjacent to Rangoon. He represented them as a simple, innocent race, 
speaking a language distinct from that of the Birmans, and entertaining 
rude notions of religion. They lead quite a pastoral life, and are* the most 
industrious subjects of the state: their villages form^a select community, 
from which tliey exclude all other sects, and never reside in a city, inter- 
njingle, oi mairy with strangeis. They profess, and strictly observe, uni- 
versal peace, not engaging in war, or taking part in contests for dominion, 
a system that necessarily places them in a state of subjection to the ruling 
power of the day. Agriculture, the care of cattle, and rearing poultry, is 
almost their only occupation. A great part of the provis|)ns used in the 
country is raised by the Garianers, and they particularly excel in garden- 
ing. They have of late years been heavily taxed and oppressed by the 
great 'Birilian landholders, in consequence of which numbers have with- 
drawn into the mountains of Arracan. They have traditional maxims of 
jurisprudence for their internal government, but are without any written 
^ laws : custom, with them, constitutes the law. Some learn to speak the 
Birman tongue, and a few can read and write it imperfectly. They aie 
timorous, honest, mild in their manners,' and exceedingly hospitable to 
strangers. 

The temple of j5hoedagon,^or Dagoung, about two miles and a half north 
of Rangoon, is a very grand building, although not so high, by twenty- 


♦ The name of this temple, which signifies Golden Dagon, naturally recalls to mind the 
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five or -thirty feet, as that of Shoemadoo at Pegue It is much more oma 
mented , the terrace on which it stands is raised on a rocky eminence, 
considerably higher than the circumjacent coimtry It is ascended by 
above an hundred stone steps, that have been suffered to fall mto decay 
The situation renders Shoedagon a conspicuous object at the distance of 
many miles The tee and the whole of the spire are richly gilded, which, 
when the sun shines, exhibit a smgularly splendid appearance 

The small auxdiapy buddmgs are yet more numerous tlian those that 
surround the base of the Pegue temple Perceiving that several of these 
were in a ruinous state, whilst the foundations of others were just laid, 
and some half finished, I asked, why they did not repair the damages of 
the old before they erected new ones, and was told, that to mend a de 


cayed praw or temple, though an act of piety, was not so mentonous as 
to erect a new (me , that sometimes the old ones were repaired by those r- 


pungc in the Scriptures where the “ hmise of Dsjon is mendonol, and the image of IdoU- 
trjr bows down before the holj ark 

** Next came one 

** Who mourn d In earnest, when the capiirc ark 
** Malm d his brute Image, head and bands lopt off 
** In his own temple, on the gronscl edge, 

" \Vhtre he fell flat, and sham d his worshippers i 
“ Dagon his name, sea monster, upward roan 
•* And dow nw ard fish i yet had his temple high 
Rear d In Azotus, dreaded through the coast 
Of Palestine, In Gath and Ascalon, 

•• And Aecaron and Gaza s frontier bounds. uiltOK, a t 

The resemblance Is too striking to pass unnoticed j at the same time It should be obserred, 
that analogies of this kind, though always pleasing, are often deceptlre. 
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who Ycic unwilling or unable to be at tlie expence of a complete builditig ; 

but this entiiely depended on the means and inclination of the donor 

The boideis of the teirace on which the temple is raised^ are, planted 

with shady trees in regular lows ; fiom this eminence there is a, beautiful 

and extensive prospect ; the Pegue and Rangoon livers are seen winding 

thiough a level woody countiy, and the temple of Syriam, little inferior to 

those that have been desciibed, stands neai the junction of the Streams. 

* 

The 1 ainy monsoon had now set in, and inundations were formed in seve- 
ral places. It would have been a more pleasing, though perhaps less pic- 

* 

tuiesque scene, had the plains been cleaied, and the fields laid out for 
cultivation ; we could obseive few maiks of impiovement; woods, lakes, 
and liveis, presented themselves on eveiy side. 

The road leading from the city to the temple is formed with care; a 
wide causeway in the centre prevents the i am from lodgings and throws it 
off to the sides : numberless little spires are ranged along the edge of the 
road, in which are niches to receive small images of their divinity Gaud- 
ma. Seveial kioums or monasteries lay in this direction, generally removed 
a shoi t distance from the public way, under the shade of pipal or tamarind 
trees. 

The Biimans, like all the natives of the East, are fond of processions ; 
scarce a week passes that there is not a religious display in Rangoon ; 
either a funeral of some person who leaves sufficient to defray the expence 
of a pompous public burning, or the cerenfbny of admitting youths into 
the convents of the Rhahaans ; on the latter occasion parents vie with each 

m 

other,' and spare no cost : the principal charge consists in entertainments, 
and the customary presents to the Rhahaans. The age of induction is 
generally from eight to twelve years. When a boy is to be introduced into a 

Ee 
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convent, either as a temporary resident, or with a view to llitiire const 
cration, his friends prepare their offerings of cloth, nee, preserves, fruit, 
fans, cushions, mats, and household utensils On an appointed day he 
parades ^he streets, dressed in yellow, and mounted on a horse richly 
caparisoned, led by two servants a band of music goes before, and a 
party of Rhahaans encircle him his male fnends follow in a troop, and 
the females of their families bnng up the rear, the latter carrying on their 
heads the offenngs meant for the Rhahaans Thus they proceed to the 
convent of which the novice is to become a member, where he is presented 
in form to the senior of the brotherhood This ceremony is repeated three 
tunes, and at each perambulation fresh presents are to be provided 
The kioums or consents of the Rhahaans are different in their structure 
from common houses, and much resemble the architecture of the Chinese, 
they are madcicntirely of wood, the roof is composed of different stages, 
supported by strong pillars , the inside comprehends one large liall , the 
whole house is open at the sides some are cunously carved nith vanous 
symbolic representations of the divinity There are no apirtmfcnls for the 
private recreation of tlie Rhahaans, publicity is tlie prcs-ailing s)stcm 
of Birman conduct, they admit of no secrets eitlier in churcJi or state 
From the man} convents in the neighbourhood ofRangoon, the number 
of Rhahaans and Phonghis* must be very considerable , liras told it ex- 
ceeded 1500 This estimate must include those in their novitiate LiLc 
the Carmelites, thej go barefooted, and have their heads close shaven, on 
VI Inch the) nev er vi car an) covering 

^cllo« IS the onl) colour worn b) the pnestliood, they have a long 
loose dole, which tlic) vi rap round them so as to cov cr most part of the 
• The Inferior tmlcr of priaii, Yolgirljr calltd Tallapoiia. 
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body : they piofess celibacy, and abstain from every sensual indulgence. 
The prescribed punishment for a Rhahaan detected in an act of inconti- 
nence, is expulsion, and public disgiace ; the delinquent is seated on an 
ass, and his face daubed with black paint, inteispersedwith spots ^of white ; 
he is thus led thiough the stieets, with a drum beating before him, and af- 
terwaids turned out of the city : but such instances of degradation aie 
very rare. The juniois aie lestricted from wandering about hcehtiously, 
either by day or night. There is a prior in eveiy convent, who has a dis- 
cretional y power to grant peimission to go**abioad. 

The Rhahaans nevei diess their own victuals, holding it an abuse of 
time to perfonn any of the common functions of life, which, so long as 
they occupy, must diveit them fiom the abstiact contemplation of the di- 
vine essence. They leceive the contributions of the laity, leady cooked, 
and prefer cold food to hot. At the dawn of the morning they begin to 
pel ambulate the town, to collect supplies for the day : each convent sends 
forth a cei tarn number of its members, who walk at a quick pace through 
the stieets,- supporting with the light aim a blue lackered box, in which 
the -donations are deposited ; these usually consist of boiled rice mixed 
with oil, dried and pickled fish, sweetmeats, fmit. See. During their walk 
they never cast their eyes to the right or to the left, but keep them fixed on 
the ground ; they do not stop to solicit, and seldom even Ipokat the donors, 
who appear more desirous to bestow, than the others to receive. The 
Rhahaans .eat but once^a day, at the hour of noon. A much larger quanti- 
ty of provision being commonly procured than suffices for the members of 
the convent, the surplus is disposed of as charitably as it was given, to 
the needy stranger, or the poor scholars who daily attend them, to be in- 
structed in letters, and taught their moral and religious duties. 
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In Ihe vanous commottons of the empire, I ne^ er lieard that tlie Rha- 
haans had taien any active share, or public!) interfered m politics, or 
engageij in war by this firudent conduct they excited no resentment 
the Birmpns and Peguers professing the same religion, irJio ei er ivere con 
querors, equally respected the ministers of their faith 

I had heard much of the veneration paid to the Seredaw, or head of the 
Rliahaahs at Rangoon, and by chance had an opportunit) of seeing him , 
he lived m a very_ handsome monastery, half a nulivdrom toivn, on the 
road leadmg to Shoedagon One evening, tahing my customaiy nail., 
I met him returning from the pagoda , there was nothing to distinguish 
him from the common Rliahaans, he store the same )c1Iom dress, and liis 
head and feet were bare , his years and abstracted appearance induced me 
to ask who he was , on being told, I turned and joined compan) with him, 
for he tvould not have stopped or gone out of Ins way had a monarch ac 
costed hun He entered freely into conversation, but kept Ins eyes fixed in 
variably on the ground before hun, he was a little old man, ofsetenty 
five, and still tvalked with firm step on even ground, but when lie ascended 
the stairs of his dwelling, he required support He goes every day, at 
the same hour, to the temple, to oDer his devotions, and performs the 
journey, nhich, going and returning, cannot be less than four miles, on 
foot Approachmg Ins grosc, he ciailly asked me to come in and rest my 
self, I folloncd him, and we took our seals on mats spread on the Door, in 
the centre of a largo and lolly hall Several younger Rliahaans who had 
attended him in his avalk, ranged thcmselscs at a small distance 1 was, 
howescr, disappointed in the expectations 1 had formed, he bclrajcd a 
worldly pnde inconsistent avitli his years and sacred function, he an 
iiounccd, wath much pomp, that he wras the head of the cliurcli at Rangoon, 
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and ostenlatiously displayed his sacerdotal titles, engraven on iron plates, 
that had been confcircd on him by the present and the late king. He 
seemed to possess little of the humility which distinguished the aged pre- 
late of Peguc, and I left him impressed with much less reverence than I 
Jiad entertained for his character before our interview. 

I was told, that formerly theie were nunneries of virgin priestesses, who, 
like the Rhahaans, wore yellow gannents, cut oft their hair, and devoted 
themselves to ch.^^tity and religion ; but these societies were long ago 
abolished, as being injurious to the population of the state. At present 
there arc a few old women M'ho shave their heads, wear a white diess, fol- 
low funerals, and cany watei to the convents. These venei able dames 
have some portion of respect paid to them. 
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CHAPTER VII 


Popiilallon of Rangoon — an Asylum for insolvent JDeblors — Religious 
Toleration granted to Foreigners — Pravinu of J^la, and Temn of 
Jifnindii — Mima Shun Rud, or the Village of ProsUliites — Barba 
rous Lmv respecting the female Relations of insolvent Debtors — 
Treatment of the TVomen — River of Rangoon commodious for Ship- 
building — several Ships of burthen on the Stocis — Birman Shipimghis 
— Imperial Mandatearnves for the English Deputation to proceed tolhe 
Capital — the Maijivoon of Pegiie ordered to accompany it — Huntsmen 
employed to catch Alligators and Rhinoceroses — Reverence of the Bir 
mans for their bramimcal Asti ologers — they declare a propitious Day 
for the Mayiioon to depart — he leaves Rangoon — English Deputation 
prepares to follow — Description of the Boats, ire 


The population of Rangoon is considerable, there arc 5000 registered 
taxable liouses in tlic city and the suburbs , if each house be supposed to 
contain six people, the estimate xnli amount to 30,000 Rangoon, basing 
long been the as) lum of insoK’ent debtors from the dilTercnt settlements 
of India, IS crowded with foreigners of desperate Tortures, who find from 
the Birmans a fnendl) reception, and, for the most part, support them 
seises b) carrying on a pett) trade, sihich afiords a decent subsistence to 
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those who act pi-udcnlly. Hcie are to be met fugitives from all coun- 
ti ics of the East, and of all complexions : the exchange, if I may so call 
the common place of tlieir meeting, exhibits a motley assemblage.of mer- 
chants, such as few lovns of much gieater magnitude can piodijce ; Ma- 
labars, Moguls, Pcisians, Parsecs, Aimcmans, Poitugueze, French, and 
English, all mingle heic,and aic engaged in vaiious branches of commeice. 
The members of tins discordant multitude are not only peraiitted to re- 
side under the pioCv:*'*jon of government, but likewise pnjoy the most libe- 

% 

ral toleration in matters ol icligion; they celebrate tlicir several rites and 
festivals, totally disregarded by tlie Biimans, who have no inclination to 
make pioselytes. In the same sticct may be heard the solemn voice of the 
Muezzin, calling pious Islamites to caily prayers, and the bell of the Por- 
luguczc chapel tinkling a summons to Romish Christians. Piocessions 
meet and pass each other without giving or receiving cause of offence. 
I'hc Birmans ncvei trouble themselves about the icligious opinions of any 
sect, or disturb their litual ceremonies, provided they do not bieak the 
peace, or meddle with their own divinity Gaudma; but if any person 
commit an outrage, which the Mussulmen, in tlicii zeal for the true faith, 
will sometimes do, the offender is suie to be put into the stocks, and if 
that does not calm his tuibulent enthusiasm, they bastinado him into 

I 

tranquillity. • 

The violence of the rainy monsoon prevented oui making distant excur- 
sions, which, in the present stage of the mission, I should perhaps have 
avoided, had the ’vveather been favourable. Our morning rides and even- 
ing walks seldom extended beyond the great temple, that being the best 
road. Dr. Buchanan one morning went across to the west side of the 

' t 

river, on the bank of which, opposite to Rangoon, is a considerable town, 
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called Mamdu, the residence of the governor of the proMnce of DaJla, nho 
lias already been mentioned as liasnng come donn to meet the deputation 
on its first amsnl This government is entirely distinct Dnm Rangoon, 
on the east side the ranh of the governor is much mfenor to that 
of the Maywoon of Pegue, notmthstanding which, the latter cannot ap- 
prehend a criminal within the jurisdiction of Dalla, by his oivn autho- 
ntj The city ol Dalla, from whence the province tabes its name, is said 
to be on the west side of the China Buckler nser, and w<-s formerly a place 
of considerable importance The town of Maindu is composed of one long 
street , at the east end is a creek, which goes all the iraj to Bassien, and 
has twelve feet depth of water, at high tide , on the west side is a smaller 
creek, on the bank of uliich stands a village called Mima-Shun Rua, or 
the ullage of prostitutes, being inhabited nholly by nomen of that de 
scription 

Prostitution in tlus, as in all other coimtnes, is the ultimate resort of 
female wretchedness, but liere it is often attended with circumstances of 
peculiar and unmented miserj Many who follow this coursif of life are 
not at tliciroini disposal, or receisc the earnings of their unhappj pro- 
fdssion, the) arc slascs sold by creditors to a licensed pander, for debts 
more frcqiientl) contracted by others, than by ihemseh cs According to 
the Ians of Pegue, he who incurs a debt which he cannot paj, becomes, 
tlie propert) of his creditor, who may claim the insoKent debtor as 
his slasc, and oblige him to perform menial service until he liquidates the 
debt , nor docs the unhappy man always suffer in his o«n penon alone, 
his immediate rclatnes arc often included in the bond, and when that is 
the case, arc liable to be aliaclicd and sold, to discliarge the obligation 
The nrctcliedncss imo nhich this inhuman law plunges uliolc families is 
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not to be dcsciibed. Innocent women aie often dragged from domestic 
comfort and happiness, and fiom the folly or misfoitimc of the master of tlie 
house, in which they perhaps have no blame, are sold to the licensed su- 
perinlendant of tlie Tackally, who, if they possess atti actions, pays a 
higii price for them, and icimbuises himself by the wages of their prosti- 
tution. 

In their treatment of the softer sex the BiiTnans are destitute' both of 

delicacy and hur^anity , they consider women as little superior to the 

brute stock of their fanns. The lower class of Birmans make no scruple 

% 

of selling thcii daughters, and even their wives, to foreigners who come to 
pass a temporary residence amongst them. It icllects no disgiace on any 
of the parlies, and the woman is not dishonouied by the connection. 

Respecting the trade of Rangoon, the commodities which the countiy is 
capable of producing, the present stale of its commerce, and the obstacles 
that check its growth, I shall have occasion to speak more at length in 
another part of this work: it is sufficient heie to observe, that teak, the 
most durable wood that is known, and best adapted for the construction of 
' ships, is produced in the forests of the Birman and Pegue empiies in inex- 
haustible abundance. The river of Rangoon is equally commodious for 
the construction of ships ; the spring tides rise twenty feet in perpendicu- 
lar height ; the banks are soft, and so flat that there is littje need of labour 
for the formation of docks : vessels of any burden may be built. Nature 
has liberally done her part to render Rangooilthe most flouiishing seapoit 
of the eastern world. 

There were at this time several ships from 600 to 1000 tons burden on 
the stocks ; one belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, about 900 tons, 
was considered by professional men as a specimen (5f excellent Work-- 

Ff 
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mailship , It was entirely wrought by Birman carpenters, and formed on a 
French model, as are most of the ships built in this nver, the Birmans has - 
mg recei,ved their first rudiments of the art from that nation Three or 
four sessqls of burden were liLewise in a state of forwardness, belongmg 
to English adventurers, and one still larger than the rest, almost ready to be 
launched, the property of the Governor of Mamdu, the town on the oppo 
site side If this ship was not composed of pnmd matenals, the building 
at least was well attended to , every mornmg the gov^or s •wiTe crossed 
the river in her husband s barge, attended by two or three female ser- 
vants , after landing she commonly took her scat on one of the limbers m 
the yard, and overlooked the workmen for some hodh, after which she 
returned home, and seldom missed coming back in the evening, to see that 
the day s task had been completed The slip on which the ship was built 
happened to be contiguous to our first habitation, a circumstance that 
caused us to remark her constant visits cunositj, however, did not 
prompt her, or any of her attendants, to come witiun our precincts, whilst 
decorum deterred us from making advances towards an acquaintance Her 
husband never accompanied her, and she did not seem to require his aid 
Women in llie Birman country are not only good housewives, but like- 
wise manage the more important mcrcanlilt concerns of their husbands, 
and attend to tlic;r interests in all outdoor transactions they are indus- 
trious to tlie greatest degree, and are said to be good mothers, and seldom, 
from inclination, unfaithful v ivcs If this be a true character, they meet 
with a most ungenerous return, for the men treat them as bemgs of a very 
subordinate order 

Whilst we admired the structure and materials of these ships, we could 
not overlook the mode ui which the work was executed, and the obvious 
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merit of the artificers. In Bengal a native caipenter, though his business 

is commonly well done, yet in his manner of performing it, he excites the 

surpiise and ridicule of Europeans ; he cuts his wood with a diminutive 

adze, in a feeble and slow manner, and when he wants to turn a piece of 

$ 

timbei, has recourse to a coolee, orjabourer, that attends him; numbers 
there compensate for the want of individual energy ; notwithstanding this, 
they finish what they undertake in a masterly manner. The Birman ship- 
wrights are athletjc men, and possess, in an eminent degree, that vigour 
which distinguishes Europeans, and gives them pre-eminence over the 
enervated natives of the East ; nor do I imagine that the inhabitants of 
any countiy are capable of gi eater bodily exeition than the Binnans. 

The month of May was now far advanced, and we became a little impa- 
tient at remaining so long in a slate of uncertainty, especially as the offi- 
cers of government did not at all relax in the formality and coldness of 
their deportment, nor were we yet assured what might be the nature of 
our reception at court. From this unpleasant state of suspense we were 
agreeably relieved by the arrival of a letter from the Maywoon of Pegue, 
to the council of Rangoon, acquainting them that he had received the im- 
perial mandate to make preparations for our conveyance by water to the 
capital ; and that it was his Majesty’s farther pleasure that he should ac- 
company the deputation in person. Baba-Sheen lost no time in impart- 
ing to me the intelligence, which was soon after communicated by an 
official message from the Raywoori, inviting me to the Rhoom, or public 
hall, to hear the order formally announced - in council. This was a cere- 
mony which I begged leave to decline, but I sent my Moonshee, or Per- 
sian secretary, to attend the meeting. 

Out visijl^^ to Ummerapoora being now a measufe decided on by the 
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highest aulhonty, it became requisite to make some enquines respectmg 
our accommodations for the ■voyage Bemg well aware that no steps could 
be taken except through the regular channels of authonty, I applied to the 
Raywoon to obtam permission to purchase suitable boats for the use of the 
deputation an inferior officer waited on me, to represent on tlie part of 
the Raywoon, that it was mconsistent with the usage of their goyemment 
to admit of a public minister being at any expence for his conveyance, 
and that the superintendant of the port had receive^jnstruction^ to pre 
pare as many boats as I thought necessary This, I understood, was an 
established point of etiquette from which they could not possibly recede 
1 expressed regret at putting the government to so great an expencc, but 
requested, as the season was boisterous, and the voyage not a short one, 
that the vessels might be examined by an English shipwright, and such 
alterations made as would render tliem commodious to Europeans, wduch 
the boats of the natives, both from their structure and insufficient cover* 
ing, are far from being My desire met a cheerful compliance 

Conformably to the impcnal mandate, the Maywoon left Pegue, and 
arrived at Rangoon on the 25th of May , his retinue was numerous, and 
as no person of high official consequence, when simimoncd to attend the 
Golden Feet, can assure himself of reluming to ins government, or office, 
in order to be prepared for whatever might occur, he brought with him his 
wife and family , as the companions of his voyage On the day after his 
arrival 1 paid him a visit, lr,.was cxircmel) civil, and assured me of his 
ready services on every occasion 

About this time an order came from court to tlic provincial government 
of Pegue, which furnished a subject of much conversation I was told that 
the Emperor of China, having never seen a rhinoceros or an alligator, 
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entertained an ardent dcsiic to view those formidable animals before his 
tieath,and had intimated h^s^^ish, thiough a piovincial legate from Yunan, 
^dio had lately ai lived at Ummerapoora lor the pnipose of settling some 
lyiercantilc arrangements. The King of Ava, solicitous to gratify his au- 
gust brother of China, had signified his pleasuie to his chief minister, who- 
5^nt the order beforementioned, the purport of which, I understood, was to 
catcli twenty alligators, and as many of the rhinoceros tribe, and coftvey them 
tp the metropolis, whence they were to be transported to the imperial city 
ofPee-Kien. Those who made elephant hunting theii profession, were dis- 

y 

j^atched to the forests, and strong nets weie tin own acioss the Pegue river, 
^n the sands of vhich, when the tide ebbed, I had seen, in the couise of 
jfiy journey to Pegue, a much greater numbei than Ins majesty lequired. 
flic fishermen began successfully; several alligators were taken in two or 
three days, and put into boats, in the bottom of which wells were con- 
structed. The crocodile and alligator, although they are accounted amphi- 
pious animals, cannot long suppoi t life out of the water. The rhinoceros 
punters, Tafterwaids learned, were not equally foitunate. 

In a former part of this work it has been mentioned, that the Birmans, 
notwithstanding they are Hindoos of the sect of Boodh, and not disciples 
pf Brahma, nevertheless reverence the Brahmins, and acknowledge their 
juperiority in science over their own priests or Rhahaags. The partiality 
^vhich the King, who is guided in every movement by astrological advice, 
i-nanifests in their favoui, has given celebrity to their predictions, and 
prought them so much into fashion, that there is not a viceroy or May- 

t 

■^oon who has not in his household some of these domestic sages, whom 
pe consults on all important occasions, and sometimes on occasions of lio 
importance whatever. * The Maywoon of Pegue, whose viceroyalty, though 
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not the most extensive, u the most lucrative m the empire, maintains a 
number of Brahmins, whose counsel he desired on the most fortunate day 
and hour to commence the journey After due deliberation, the 28th of 
May, at eight o clock in the morning, was pronounced the most propitious 
for departure, and that tune was accordmgly appomted Unluckily our 
boats could not be'got in readiness qiute so soon, but as there was no re 
sistmg the stars, the MajTvoon declared his regret at the supernatural 
necessity that compelled him to precede us, promising however, to wait 
at the head of the Rangoon ttver, where it branched from the great 
stream of the Irraivaddj , untd we should jom him, the distance being not 
more than a two day s journey I acquiesced m the propriety of submittmg 
every temporal concern to the disposal of fate, and hoped that he would 
not suffer any consideration for us, to mterfere with his oun arrangements 
On the day fixed, at seven in the monung, he passed our habitation, and 
proceeded with much pomp to the water side, himself on horseback, his 
lady m a palanquin, and his children earned astnde on men s sboul 
ders His own barge was very handsome, and of the structure appertain 
mg to nobility, it ivas attended by several war boats ready manned, with 
a number of common vessels , some belonging to his retinue, others to 
merchants, uho took the opportumty of his protection to transport their 
merchandize duty free The Maywoon reposed for a short time in the 
house that is used os an exchange, and when the great drum that pro 
claimed the hour struck the first stroke, he stepped on board, and was fol 
lowed by liis family, in an instant every boat pushed from the shore with 
a loud shout, the oars ucre Mgorously plied, and the flood tide settmg 
strong, the fleet svas soon earned to the northward of the city 

The boats, SIX in number, that had been prosidcd for our accomrao 
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dation, were now ready to receive us ; Dr. Buchanan, Mr. Wood, and my- 
self,' had each a separate vessel ; the Hindoo Pundit, whose religious preju- 
dices rendered it irksome to him to mingle with Mussulmen, had likewise 

3 

a small boat to himself. The guaid, and such attendants as we did not 

) 

immediately require, occupied another of a larger size, in which our heavy 
baggage, field equipage, 8cc. were stowed : a kind of cutter was equipped 
as a kitchen, which was seldom wanted, as our own barges were suffi- 
ciently spacious to admit of all culinary purposes, without incon- 
venience to the inhabitants. Those bai'ge? were of a very different con- 
struction from the flat-bottomed vessels called budgerows, lhat are used on 
the Ganges ; ours were long and narrow, and required a good deal of ballast 
to keep them steady ; even with ballast they would have been in constant 
danger of oversetting, had they not been piovided with outriggers, which,, 
composed of thin boards, or oftener of buoyant bamboos, make a platform 
that extends horizontally six or seven feet on the outside of the boat, from 
stem to stem. Thus secured, the vessel can incline no farther than until 
the platform touches the surface of the water, when she immediately rights ; 
on this stage the boatmen ply their oars, or impel the boat forward by 
poles ; such an addition affords a convenience unknown to the navigation 
of the Ganges ; it is the place exclusively appropiiated to the crew, who 
sleep on it at night, and, by putting up mats, or spreading a sail from the 
roof of the boat to the outside edge, shelter themselves from the weather. 
My barge was sixty feet in length, and not more than twelve in the widest 
part; by taking away one thwart beam near the stem, laying a floor two 
feet below the gunwale, and raising an arched roof about seven feet above 
the floor, commodious room was formed, fourteen feet long, and ten ^ 
wide, with a closet behind it ; at the stem there was a stage, on which 
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the Leedegee, or steersman, stood, and a vacant space of seven or eight 
feet, where a hettle might be boded, or dinner provided. On each side of 
the cabin a small door opened on the platform, and there were three 
windows which, when raised, admitted a free circulation of air The roof 
was made of bamboos, covered with mats, and over all was extended a 
painted canvass that effectually secured us from the heaviest ram The m 
side was, neatl) Imed with matting The conveyances of the other gen 
tlemen were nearly of the same size and construction Twenty six boat 
men composed the crew of my vessel, exclusive of the Leedegee, who is the 
chief or captam 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

N J 

Depart from Rangoon. — Alteration in the Temperature of the Air . — 
Reach Fanlang — Mosquitoes unusually numerous and trouilesome. 
— Pass Kettoree-Rua^ or Parroquet Village. — Towns of Tangain- 
Chain-Tah, and Denoobenv. — A handsome Temple. — Segahghee — 
Summeingloh — Yeoungbenzah. — Singular Appearance of a Tree . — 
Taykyatt — Terrialo, or Mango. Village — Taambooterra — Kioumzeikj 
or Convent StcCirs. — Indigo Plant — Birman Method of preparing it for 
Use. — Manufactory of Cotton Cloth. — Shwaye-Gaim — Sabbaymeoun — 
Gnapeezeik. — Violent Current. — Yeagaim — Kanounglay, or Little 
Kanoung — Rich Planlations. — Kanoungghe, or Great Kanoung . — 
^ Slow Progress. — Meyahoun — gilded Temples j and spacious Con- 
vents — » numerous trading Boats — Country fruitful. — Pasheem — 
Kianggain. — Violent Gust of Wind — Tirroup-miouj or Chinese 
Town — Mountains. — Tzeezau. — Peeing-ghee. — A Ship on the Stocks. 
— Beautiful Appearance of the Banks. — Great Dijfculty in surmount- 
ing the Stream — extraordinary Exertions of the Boatmen — Fleet dis- 
persed — Baggage-boat lost. — The Fleet reassembles. — Reach the City 
of Peeaye-meiv, or Prome. • 

On the 29th of May we were ready to depart : our baggage and attend- 
ants had been previously sent on board, and the boats containing the 
royal presents had received their lading from the Sea-Horse. We 

Gg 
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crabarLecl in the evening, slept on board, and at 10 o cloct next morning, 
when the tide served, pushed off, accompanied by our civil acquamtance, 
tlie Sere dogee of Pegue, Baba-Sheen, Jacob Aguirar, the Armenian mer- 
chant, and tl)e chief interpreter of Rangoon , these personages had boats 
of their own Pauntchoo, my Portugueze servant, being with me, and three 
or four of the boatmen spieakmg a little of the Hmdostan language, I was at 
no loss to male myself understood An under Seree, or inferior clerk, was 
stationed in my boat, professedly to attend to my wants, and receive my 
orders, and probably with a vlfew to observe and report my actions It 
was, however, an ostensible compliment, and accepted by me m that 
light 

We rowed without intermission until three in the ailemoon A short 
way from Rangoon the nver becomes narrower, witli a winding course, 
owing to which we did not advance more tlian three leagues in a direct 
line We passed a small village on the left the banks on each side were 
shaded with trees The fleet brought to on the north side of the nver, when 
Doctor Buchanan went on shore, and found an extensive plam covered 
with short grass, beyond which there ivas a large village AVo expenenced 
a pleasing Tltcration in the tcmpciature of the air on the water, from what 
we had felt on shore The day before our departure, at two o clock in the 
afternoon, the thermometer in flic house stood at 98* , next day, at the same 
hour, the quicksiKer only reached 90* on the n\cr AVhen the flood made, 
w c got under ■waj , row ed haid all night, and anchored in the morning near 
a town called Panlang, winch, the Scree informed me, had once been a city 
of considcnblc magnitude, and from winch the Rangoon nver is frequently 
called the Panlang mioup The number of boats that were moored near it. 
Indicated that it was still a place of some importance The soil is nch. 
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but there appeared to be little cultivation in its neighbourhood : here a 

branch of the livei shapes its course to the south. At two in the afternoon 

we pursued our voyage, and continued rowing till seven in the evening, 

when we brought' to, having passed three small villages in the way, one 

) 

of which was suiiounded by thick groves of plantain trees. At this place 
we spent a veiy comfortless night ; it is a part of the river remarkable for 
being infested by mosquitoes of an unusual size, and venomous beyond 
what I ever felt in any other countivy^: two pair of thick stockings were 

insuEEcient to defend my legs horn their Attacks ; when iii bed the cur- 

% 

tains afforded some protection, but the servants, and even the boatmen, got 
no rest all night A kind of reed that grows on the bank, breeds and har- 
bours these insects in the utmost abundance ; fortunately the colony does 
not extend many miles ; a war boat that lows quick can escape them, but 
a heavy vessel must he for one tide within their action. 

On the first of June, at daybreak, we left Panlang, and stopped about 
nine o’clock at a hamlet on the right, where we saw a few gaidens, and 
seveial travellers passing along a road at some distance on the plain. The 
V river here contracts greatly, and does not appear to be more than two 
hundred yards across. Our people having taken refreshment, we conti- 
nued our voyage. After leaving Panlang the influence of the tide becomes 
much weaker, and the water, dm mg the ebb, is fresh, pur progress was 
but slow, having neither wind nor stieam to befriend us. In three hours we 
leached Kettoree-Rua, or Parroquet village ;* and in two hours more came 
to Yangain-Cham-Yah. Heie we entered the great rivei, and stopped for 

i> 

the night, om boats being fastened with hawsers to the bank. The course 
of the stream was nearly north and south, and about a mile wide. 

Next morning, at the dawn of day, we pushed off, and at one o’clock. 
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joined the Maywoon, who with his suite, and a vast concourse of b6ats, 
was ivaiting our ami al , he sent a polite message, with a present of some 
milL, fine nee, anej fruit Heavy rains falhng, we remamed here all day 
the banks were steep, and there was nothing to attract notice At a dis- 
tance on the opposite shore we could perceive the temple of Denoobew 
At eight o clock m the mommg of the Sd of June the whole fleet got 
under vriy Being now m the great nver, and no longer sheltered by lugh 
and close banks, are spread our canvass, and favoured by a strong south 
erly wmd, sailed against the stream At mne we passed Denoobew, an 
extensive town, ornamented with a lofty temple, resembhng Shoedagon in 
form, but of a less size The adjacent fields appeared cultivated, several 
large mercantile boats were lying here, and more at a small village on the 
opposite side, the nver was still low, the rams, although set in, had not 
yet matenally afiected it We passed, in the course of our day s journey, 
many islands of sand formed by different streams of the nver, m the dry 
season, but which are entirely covered when tlie waters swell, on some 
of these islands there are trees and verdure fVe left the towns of Segali 
ghee on the east, and Summeingtoh on the west Our journey this day 
was vciy delightful, the weather turned out fine, and the wind was so 
fav Durable, tliat though tlie stream was strong, we passed the banks at the 
rate of three miles an hour there were not less than an hundred sail of boats 
of different sorts in company , thevvholc was a cheerful and pleasing sight 
The May w oon being considered as commodore of the fleet, his movements 
regulated the rest We stopped at sunset near the town of Yeoungbenzah, 
where I missed the Sere dogee of Ptgiie, who seldom failed making an 
c\ Clung V isit to ilriiik tea, and ask questions about England Baba Sheen told 
me tlial he w as left behind at the head of the Rangoon nv cr, where he was 
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bargaining for another boat, his own being rather crazy, and so deeply 
laden with merchandize, that he durst not venture it on the great iiver. 

We left Yeoungbenzah at dayJbieak, and passed in our couise seveial 
islands of sand. In one place we perceived the roots and stump of a tree 
growing close to the water’s edge, under a' high bank, about fourteen feet 
beneath the surface of the soil : this singular appeal ance is to be accounted 
for by supposing, that where the bank was now raised, there had foraierly 
been a sand level with the water, on which a tree took root, and had been 
covered by annual accumulations from fii^iver during the season of inun- 
dation. It IS probable that the tall reeds and coarse grass, which every year 
rot and ihcoiporate with the sand of the river, form the fine soil of the 
plains ; thus aquatic exuviae are to be discovered every where deep in the 
earth : the stream, however, washes away on one side as much as it de- 
posits on the other, and as is the case with all rivers flowing thiough 
champaign countries, is continually changing its channel. In the morn- 
ing we passed Taykyatt, a long and straggling tovni on the west side; also 
Terriato, or Mango village, small, but beautifully situated on a high 
commanding bank that ovei looks the country on the opposite side to a 
gieat distance; it is sui rounded by groves of mango trees, from which it 
takes the name. Taambooterra, on the same side, is a long town. The 

country, in this journey, did not appear so well inhabited as that we 

% 

passed through the day befoie. At half past four we came to for the night 
at Kioumzeik, or Convent Stairs ; a long sand inteivened between us and 
the town; at this season the convex side of the windings of the river 
always teiminates'm a level sand. Two temples, not large, but gilded on 
the outside from top to bottom, made a very brilliant appeai*ance. There 
weie heie many monasteries, the Rhahaans belonging to them were stiol- 
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]mg up and down the banhs, as cunosUy led them Near the nver side 
were some fields planted with mdigo, which throve m full luxunance, and 
was nearly npe , the natives prepare it without any sloll a laige quan- 
tity of thfe weed was steeping m an old boat sunk in the nver, whicli was 
substituted in the room of a vat They do not take the trouble, or perhaps 
do not know how, to purify and reduce it to a hard refined consistence, but 
are satisfied with it m a liquid state , they use it to colour a coarse Lind 
of cotton cloth, which is manufactu^ here m great quantities The indigo 
IS very cheap, and doubtless might, by proper management, be cultivated 
In this country to the lughest advantage 

The town of KioumzeiL is well built, and seems to be m a slate of im- 
provement there are several interruptions in it, caused by water courses, 
over which good wooden bridges are built Tlie manufacture of cotton 
cloth IS the source of its prosperity A town called Henradali, near to 
KioumzeiL, is of much greater antiquity Numerous cart roads and path- 
■ways evince that there is an extensive communication mamtained inlh the 
interior country, but ne saw little cultivation of grain, and only a few 
gardens Buffaloes and other cattle were grazmg m large herds on the ncigli 
bounng plain 

On the next da) , June 5th, we put off at the first dawn, and passed m the 
course of our journey several small Milages, none of n Inch presented any 
thing worth notice , Sekayebeeim, on the cast, was the most considerable 
The banL on one side was Ixgh, and the sands extensive on the other The 
course of tlie nver runs deep beneath an overhanging bank, at -a sluggish 
rate, not exceeding a mile m the hour The souther!) wind was not so 
strong as usual, and the temperature of the air liad become much hot- 
ter, the thermometer, which on the preceding day stood at 78*, on tins 
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to 86°; still the heat was not oppressive. We brought to in the after- 
nomi, south of a toAvn called Ackeo ; the evening was cloudy and threat- 
ened a thunder storm ; a long and low strand lay between the boats and 

I 

the town ; I did not go on shore : Dr. Buchanan, however, ventured, and 

» 

met with nothing to repay the tiouble he took in traversing a plain of 
heavy sand. 

We set off the following morning at the usual hour, and saw a'few vil- 
lages, but none rernarkable ; one on^he east bank was situated in a large 
garden of plantain tiees. At noon our bdatmen tracked the boats along 
the sands, and made greater progress thus than they could either by rowing 
or setting with poles. Notwithstanding the geneial name of the river 
is Irrawaddy, I learned that different parts of it are distinguished by dif- 
ferent appellations, taken from places of note on its banks, as though we 
should call the Thames, at appiopriate places, the Gravesend river, the 
London river. Sec. At two o’clock the sky loweied, and black clouds in 
the north-west quarter threatened one of those violent gusts which are fie- 
quent at ths season; the Ledeegee, of his own accord, brought to on the 
west side, under the shelter of an high bank. As soon ^s the boat was 
made fast, the Doctor and I clambered up the steep ; the country round 
was covered with reeds as tall as a man’s head ; there were many path- 
ways leading through them, but we weie dissuaded by the Birmans from 
entering, for fear of tigers, which aie numerous here, and paiticularly fre- 
quent that kind of cover. The storm broke? before it reached us, and, 

after a delay of two hours, we set sail with a southerly wind : passing a 

:> 

large village on the west, the Seree told me it was named Shwaye-Gaim, and 
that the inhabitants sometimes, during the rainy season, found gold dust 
in the sand of the river, which is washed down by the periodical I'ains. 
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A town nearly opposite, on the east side, is called Sabbaymeoun It wM 
eight o clock in the e\ ening when we stopped close to the town of Gna 
peezeik Gnapee, or Napee, a sort of sprat half pickled and half putnd, 
has already been descnbed as a favourite and universal sauce used by the 
Birmans, to give a relish to their nee, Zeik signifies a landing place, 
whence we concluded that this town is an emponum for that commodity, 
which, In Itself, forms an extensive branch of traffic 

Early m the mommg we left Gjo’pee, and had to contend agamst a 
strong current, witli very little assistance from the wind , the western 
bank was planted rv itli pipal and mango trees Yeagaim, on the nght, 
and Kanounglay, or Little Kanoung, on the left, were tlie most remarkable 
places , near the latter we saw several plantations of fnut trees, the man- 
go, plantain, jack fruit, and custard apple The fields near it were regu 
larly hud down, and well fenced , many boats, some of them of a large sire, 
were buildmg on the banks, and the general aspect of tlungs denoted 
peace and plenty A little tune brought us to Kanoungghe, or Great 
Kanoung, a long town, with a good quay, and well constructed n ooden stairs, 
consisting of one hundred steps, descendmg to the waters edge The 
population of this part of the country must be considerable In getting 
round a bliilf point uc found much difficulty , ouing to the rapidity of the 
current , the fleet u-as, in consequence, svidcly scattered, some surmounting 
the stream ■nitli more case tlian others, the uind si-as but faint, and 
the veatlicr exceedingly surtry At ts\o o clock the thermometer rose to 
9-1 Our boatmen being harassed, I brought to early in the cscmiig, iin 
dcra pleasant bank , the Mayu oon liad got far a head Before lea I sralked 
out uith my gun, but had no success, seeing only a fen quails and 
some u lid pigeons The country u as tolerably well cleared, and though 
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ttee was not much cultivation, it seemed in a state of pieparation for the 
husrandman. 

Our piogiess on the following day was more expeditious; we soon 

reached the neighbouihood of Meyahoun, formerly Loonzay, rendered 

" > 

memoiable in the wars between the Birmans and Peguers. It is a very 
ancient city, stretching two miles along the margin of the river. Houses 
in cities or in villages differ very little ; but this town was distinguished 
by numerous gilded temples, and spacious convents: a gieat variety of 
tall wide-spreading trees gave the place an air of veneiable grandeur; 
under the shade of these seveial Rhahaans were luxuriously reposing. 
We saw not less than two hundred large boats at the different quays, 
which, on an average might be reckoned each at sixty tons burthen, 
all provided with good loofs, and masted aftei the country manner. They 
seemed much better constructed than the unwieldy wullocks of Bengal. 
I was informed that the neighbourhood of Mayahoun is uncommonly fruit- 
ful in rice, and that a large quantity is exported annually to the capital. 
Here also viere capacious granaiies belonging to the King, built of wood, 
and covered with thatch ; these are always kept filled with grain ready to 
Be transported to any part of the empire in which there happens to be a 
scarcity, a misfortune that sometimes occurs to the higher provinces, where 
the annual lains are neither so-certain nor so copious as, in the southern 
districts : this wise and humane institution strongly evinces the solicitude 
of the monarch for the welfare of his peopl’e. Leaving Mayahoun, we 
passed Pasheem, whence -a nullah, or water-course, leads to the south- 
west, also Kianggain; at both these places there were a number of 
trading boats. At half past two o’clock we were assailed by a violent 

* A heavy boat used on the river Ganges, 

Hh 
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north west gust of wind, that, acting with the current, drove us 
nearly two miles before we could reach the shore The nver here^was 
more than a mile wide, although it had not yet attamed its full monsoon 
height At four we agam got under way, and saw, on the east side, Tir- 
roup miou, or Chmese Town Dunng our journey this day we plainly 
discerned the Anoupectoumiou, or great western hills that divide this 
country: from Arracan , the particular mountains m sight, the boatmen 
said, were named Taungzo The disljrfcls we passed through this day were 
exceedingly populous, and mlnosl parts cultivate We brought to late 
in the evening, under a sleep bank, near the inconsiderable village of 
Tzeezau 

We left, before daylight, a very uncomfortable situation the night was 
sultry, and the lugh bank that hung over us prevented a free circulation 
of air, added to this, we were annoyed nith myriads ofstmkmg insects 
that issued from the re?ds and coarse grass The pleasantness of the day 
compensated for the incomeniences of the night As we advanced, the 
•nestem range of lulls closed upon the nver, and m some plates displayed 
scry beautiful scenery Approachmg the town of Peemg-ghee, on the 
ucst side, tlic rocky banks rose abruptly to the height of two or three 
hundred feet, the sides of which were richly clothed tilth hanging trees of 
1 ariegatcd foliage The conftnement of the water m this place increased its 
rapiditj , and I could not but admire the exertions made by the boatmen in 
stemming so iiolent a stream oars u ere useless, and tJic perpendicular 
banks afforded no footpath to track, it therefore became nccessarj to im 
pel the boat fonvard bj bamboo poles, a labour at iihicli the Birmans are 
iincommonlj expert IVlicii the pole is firm in tlie ground, tliej place the 
lop of It agauist the muscles of the shoulder, just aboic the collar bone. 
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tliijn raising that shoulder, and bending fonvard, they bring jhe whole 
ci^it of the body to bear upon the end of the pole ; in this manner they 
traverse the platform fiom stem to stem, following each other in quick sue- 
cession on both sides of the boat, having siliall thwart bamboos fastened 
on theplatfoiTn, a yard asunder, to prevent their feet fiom slipping. Ow- 
ing to this mode of fixing the end of the pole against the muscles that reach 
from the back of the neck to the shoulder, a callosity is fonned, and a 
Birman boatman always appears toJ^je high shouldeied. I could not dis- 
cover why they pieferred that method to die moie obvious and easy one 
of pushing with the flat of the shoulder ; they, however, performed what I 
am persuaded none but Biitnans could effect. W e were an hour m pass- 
ing the extreme force of the current, which did not exceed four hundred 
yards. 

The town of Peing-ghee, and that of Sahlahdan, a little above it, ex- 
port a great part of the teak timber that is caiiied to Rangoon. The forests 
extend along on the western mountains, and were in sight from the boats. The 
trees are fefled in the dry season, and when the monsoon sets in, are borne by 
the torrents to these towns. There was a ship on the stocks close to Peeing- 
ghee, of 400 tons burthen; a Mussulman merchant from Surat, out of eco 
nomy, chose this place for building at, in preference to Rangoon ; he meant, 
as soon as the hull should be finished, to float it down tfie stream. I was 
told that there was a good deal of hazard in the navigation, the distance of 
which, including the windings of the river, probably exceeds 150 miles ; 
but he calculated the difference of expence to be adequate to the risk. This 
adventurer furnished a proof of the confidence that might be placed in the 
Birman goveinmeiit, and the security that a stranger has for his property. 
The teak tree, although it will grow on the plains, is a native of the moun- 
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tajns The forests, hLe most of the woody and uncultivated parts of Inchi, 
are extremely pestiferous , afl inhabitant of the champaign country Con- 
siders a journey thither as going to inevitable destruction The wood- 
cutters are a particular class of men, bom and bred m the hills , even they 
are said to be unhealthy, and seldom attam longevity 

The difficulty of this day sjoumey had dispersed the fleet , thehghtest and 
best manned boats of course got a head of the rest, and several n ere obhged 
to join their crews, and carry up eac^essel singly by their united strength 
Half a mile above Salilahdan Fovertook the Maywoon, who had amved 
some time before me, and was waiting for us The boatmen being greatly 
harassed, he recommended us to pass the night here In the evening we took 
a walk together the Maywoon was attended by eight or ten servants 
armed inth spears and musquets we both fired "at game inthout success 
The Birmans, even the common boatmen, are fond of fowling to a degree 
of childish delight, sooner than not shoot they Bill fire at sparrows I 
never was more importuned than bj them for shot, which they do not 
know how to fabncate No schoolboy could be more pleased tlian the 
Lecdegcc of my boat, when I one evening lent him a gun to shoot 
wild pigeons In this, as Bell as many other particulars, their disposi 
tion IS strikingly contrasted with the habits of apathy and indolence that 
cliaractcnze the natives of Asia in general My companions. Dr Bucha- 
nan and Mr IVodd, not joining the party before dark, I expressed mj ap- 
prehensions about them to tlft. Maywoon, bIio Bas so good as to dispatcli 
a B-ar boat to their assistance, the Doctor came about ten o clock, but 
Mr ood s people being quite exhausted, he B-as obligctl to stop three 
miles short of us, and the baggage boat did not amac at all A little after 
midnight I aras aaiakcncd to rccciac the unpleasant intelligence that she 
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Vas wrecked: ihe boatmen, it seems, had nearly suimounted 
passage below Peeing-ghee-, .when, either liom a lemission of 
or a moie impetuous gush of watei than usual, the boat s 
stem-way, and when once she lost giound there was no le 
the boatmen lesigncd hei to the cuirent, which swept her 
ii resistible violence; fortunately she set towaids the side, wl 
ing was piacticable, and taking the ground on a rocky 
bulged, and hlled with watei. ^The people got on shore 
it was expected that most of the aiticle^ on boaid would be 
but such as were liable to injuiy from the watei were irietiieva 
Eaily the next morning, June 10th, Mr. Wood joined con 
the Maywoon sent an officer to Peeing-ghee with dnections 
a proper conveyance for my people, and lender them eveiy j 
sistance; he likewise intimated to me his desiie to remain th 
days at Meeayday, a town and distiict two days journey noitl: 
which he holds in jaghiie by a grant horn the king. This int 
fai from being disagreeable to me or to any of the paity, as or 
were fatigued, and the seivants and the guaid required a shoit t 
just their conveniences for the remainder of the voyage. 

The countiy contiguous to the river in this day’s journey, ' 
ingly diversified with hill and valley, and with spots of cleared g 
hanging woods : the range of mountains retired in a westerly dj 
we advanced to the north, but smaller hills still skirted the n 
sailed before a fine southeily breeze, and enjoyed a climate 
temperate than I ever experienced in Hmdostan at the same sea 
year. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Description of Pronie, — Surprise excited by an European. — Promt some- 
times called Eerre-kelteree — Origin of the Maine — singular Analogy . — 
Village of Pouooda^^"j^Mremple—Zee-ain — Kamma — Meoungbenzeik . — 
Gale of Wind. — Yeoungbenzeik — Serraipmesv — Tree^ — Soil. — Meea- 
day — House erected for the English Agent — Mode of Structure — Bir- 
mans punctilious in whatever relates to Rank. — Town of Meeaday — 
Indulgence to Strangers — Cultivation — invited by the Maywoon to 
visit his Gardens — Remarks — meet a Caravan — curious Stone — 
numerous Visitants — leave Meeaday. — Pass Meealsah-gaim. — 

s 

Reach Loonghee. — Visit a Kioum. — Ti'adition respecting Loonghee . — 
Romantic Scenery. — Tigers numerous. — Cattle — Soil — Produce . — 
Excursion of the Portugueze Pantchoo. — Tangho — a Foi't and City 
of importance. — Beetle Mut. — Kayns, or Mountaineers, — Sliawbunder 
arrives — His whimsical Appearance. 


Prompted by cmiosity to view a place so renowned as Prome is in 
Birman history, for having been the scene of many long sieges and 
bloody conflicts, as soon as my boat was made fast I hastened on shoie, 
and a short way from the bank entered a long strait street, in which I 
walked for near a mile. The buildings were not lemarkable; but though I 
saw little to notice, I found that I was myself an object of univeisal won- 
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der the singular appearance of an English officer dressed in uniform 
a pliaenomehon perhaps never before seen m this part of the world My 
attendant^ also created no hide surpnse, the dogs, numbers of which in- 
fested the streets, set up a homd barbing, the men gaped, tlie children 
followed me, and the women, as usual, expressed their astonishment by 
loud laughter, and clapping their hands , yet not the least indication of 
contempt Vas manifested, nor any thing done that could be construed into 
an intention to offend Whichever vrpy I turned, the crowd respectfully 
opened, and tlie most forward were restrained by others 1 he notice I 
tooL of a little girl, who was alarmed at our appearance, seemed to be very 
gratifying to the parents, and the mother encouraging her child, brought 
her close to me Had I entered a house, I have no doubt but the owners 
would have offered me the best of what it contained Kmdness to strangers 
IS equally the precept and the practice of Birmans 
At the upper end of tlie present aty are to fie seen the ruins of the an- 
cient fort of Prome , it liad been a small pentagon, built of bnck, and 
from its situation must hate been very strong The modem fort is nothing 
more than a palisaded inclosure, uith earth throtm up behind it Low 
lulls, on the eastern side approach tlic toivn, m uhicli the rams have 
formed channels dotm to the nver, that are crossed by uooden bndges I 
passed some stoqe cutters’ yards, where artificers vere manufaclunng 
Dags for pavements, and slabs and -vases for the use of temples, out of a 
fine freestone which is found lii that neighbourhood Adjacent to the town') 
there is a roj al menageiy of elephants, consisting of two rows of lofty well 
built stables, in which these animak arc lodged during the rams I saw 
some that had been lately caught, under the discipline necessary to render 
them docile. 
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The city of Piome, and the province in which it stands, are the jaghiie, 
or estate, of the second son of the king; they likewise give him his title 
Prome is sometimes called Teiveketteree, or single skin; the Birmans have 
an old legendaiy tale respecting the origin of this name: it is related that 
a favourite female slave of Tutebong-mangee^ or the mighty sovereign with 
three eyes, importuned her lord for a gift of some ground, and being asked 
of what extent, replied in similar terms with the crafty and amorous Eliza, 

t 

when she projected the site^ojLa:rsis?it Carthage. Her Request was granted, 
and she used the same aitifice. The resemblance of the stories is curious. 

I had not leisure to go through the whole of the town, but was informed 
that it contained more inhabitants than Rangoon, and had a better sup- 
plied market. The Seree told me that the ruins of a large fort and city, 
much surpassing the present, stood about a league eastward of the town : 
the lateness of the hour prevented me from continuing my researches. 

We departed from Prome at an early hour on the 11th of June, and 
sailed before a strong southerly gale till we came to Pouoodang, a 
small village built on the western bank of the river. A high hill of a coni- 
cal form rises abruptly behind it, on the top of which there is a temple of 
peculiar sanctity, having once been the abode of Gaudma ; the impres- 
sion made by the foot of the divinity is shewn indented on a slab of 
marble. The Maywoon had gone before us to perform hisi devotions at this 
place of worship. The hill seemed difficult of ascent ; several of our 
people went up, but the day being wet and stormy I declined the under- 
taking We afteiwards made head against a violent current by the aid of 
a tempestuous wind : there was, for a long way, little improvement close 
to the river; obscure hamlets a^ distant intervals just served to shew that 
the country was n'ot without inhabitants. Zeeain, on the west, appeared 

Ii 
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a pretty village Towards evening we reached Kaminah, on the cast side 
it IS the chief toivn of a distnct that bears the same name, and males 
large e>,ports of teal, timber for the Rangoon market We did not 
stop here^ but contmued our coune as far as Neoungbenzeik, where we 
arriv ed too late to make many observations tins al^ is a town of some 
respectabihty We were here on a lee shore, imder a high and rocky 
bank The Maywoon not likmg the appearance of the weather, and thmk- 
mg It imsafe to remain in such a situati.y&e,'l night, ordered the boatmen 
to row across to a long sand, where we might be secure iiom danger la 
the event of a storm , nor vras this precaution ill tuned , about midmght 
It blew a humcane we, however, ran no nsk, our boats touched the soft 
sand, and were moored by strong hawsers reachmg from tlie stem and 
stem to tile shore Mr Wood and Dr Buchanan, who had not come up, 
found shelter in a creek, where they passed the night As soon as tlie 
storm commenced, the Maywoon detached a tvar boat to their assistance 
Our associates joined tlie fleet betimes in the morning, and we sailed 
immediately Our journey this day was disagreeable, from the v lolence 
of the southerly wind, winch, meetmg llic stream, caused a lieasy swell j 
the boats pitched deep, and were verj uneasy We passed a small ul- 
lage on the left bank, whence, I wms told, a road leads through the moun- 
tains to Arracan Ycoungbenzeik, or Indian fig tree stairs, on the cast 
side, IS a fine village, situated in a romantic country , so also is Felon, a 
place remarkable for boat budding, and Samban, famed for its iron manufac- 
tory At a particular part the nver w-as divided into two distinct brandies, 
separated by a sand , each branch we judged to be a mile wide, and 
when the w-aler nscs so as to ov erllow the sands, the breadth cannot be 
less than four miles from bank to bank Every village we saw was 
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oiiianicnted witli one ormoie small temples. In the evening we brought 
to, at a town called Siiiaipmcw. The country aiound was pleasingly 
diversified with swelling giounds coveied with stately tiees, paiticulaily 
vilh the tamarind and mango; Dr. Buchanan mcasuied one of the latter, 

i 

and found it, at the height of his shouldei fiom the giound, twelve feet in 
circumfcicncc : some of the tamaiind and pipal tices seemed still laiger. 
Many of the lising giounds wcie planted with indigo, but the natives suffer 
the hills, for the most pait, tot^y^^ha uncultivated, and only plough the rich 
levels: they every vhcic burn the lanic glass once a^epar to improve the 
pastinc. \Ve saw man) people at labour. The soil is a fine mould, and 
would produce abundant crops in proper hands ; but the Birmans will 
not lake much pains ; they leave half the woik to natuie, which has been 
very bountiful to them. Their thiisi for conquest does not seem to have 
enriched their country. 

In the morning, when we left Sinaipmew, the wind blew as usual fioni 
the southwaid with great violence. At noon we reached Meeaday, the 
peisonal estate of the Mapvoon of Pegue, who is oftener called, fiom this 
place, Meeaday Praw, or Lord of Meeaday, than by his viceioyal titles. 
Here, in compliance with the wishes of the Maywoon, we pioposed stay- 
ing a few days. 

It is a mark of respect, and a distinction of rank, foi a peison joui- 
neying on the water to have houses built for his accommodation on the 
banks, at the places wheie he means to stop.* When the king goes on the 
river, or travels by land, buildings of the loyal order of architectuie aie 
erected wherever he is to halt. In the manner of constructing houses, whether 
temporary or lasting, stiict observance is paid to the form, which is indi- 
cative of the 1 ank of the occupant ; nor dare any subject assume a mode of 
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Structure to ii^iich be is not legally entitled the distinction consists 
chiefly in tlie number of stages of which the roof is composed The sub- 
ordmatiqn of rank is maintained and marked by the Birmans with the 
most tenacious strictness, and not only htmses, but even domestic im- 
plements, such as the beede box, water flaggon, drmking cup, and horse 
fiimiture, all express and mani/esl, by shape and quality, the precise sta- 
tion of the owner, nor can one person intrude upon the nghts of another, 
under penalty of incurring a most sevam^^nisbment, which is never re- 
mitted The MawVoon had obhgingly given directions to have a house 
constructed on the bank for us, of the order appertaimng to nobihly, but 
of iihat particular class I could not easily ascertam, and refrained from 
mmute inquiries, as it might appear fastidious, and give an unfavourable 
impression to those whom it ivas ray incbnation to concihate. 

The matenals of which these houses are made, are alway s easy to be 
procured , and the structure is so simple, diat a spacious, and by no 
means uncomfortable dwellmg, suited to the climate, may be erected in 
one day Our habitation, consisting of three small rooms, and a half 
open to the north, ra little more than four hours was m readiness for our 
reception fifty or sixty labourers completed it in that time, and, on emer- 
gency, could perform the work in much less Bamboos, grass for thatch- 
ing, and the ground rattan, are all the matenals requisite, not a nail is 
used in the iihole edifice a row of strong bamboos, from eight to ten 
feet lugh, arc fixed firm in the ground, which desenbe the outline, and are 
the supporters of the building, smaller bamboos arc then tied horuontally 
b) slnps of llic ground rattan, to these upnght posts , the trails, com- 
posed ofbamboo mats, arc fastened to the sides, with similar ligatures, 
bamboo rafiers arc qmckly raised, and a roof formed, oter tthich thatch 
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is spread in regular laycis, and bound to the roof by filaments of rattan; a. 
floor of bamboo grating is next laid in the inside, elevated two or three 
feet above the gi-ound ; this grating is supported on bamboos, and covered 
with mats and caipcts: thus ends the process, wliich is not more simple 
than cHcctual. When thewoikmcn take pains, a house of tliis sort is proof 
against very inclement weather. We experienced, during our stay at 
Mccaday, a severe stoim of wind and rain, but no water penetrated, or 
thatch escaped, and if the should blow down the house, the in- 

habitants would run no risk of having their brains I^^cked out, or their 
bones biokcn : the fall of the whole fabric would not crush a lady’s lap- 
dog. 

Having got possession of our dwelling, Mr. Wood, Dr. Buchanan, and 
myself, took a walk to view the tonm and adjacent country; our boats- 
had bi ought to at the southcni extremity of Meeaday. It is a place of no* 
great magnitude, but exticmely neat : there are two piincipal stieets, and 
at the north end of the present town aie to be seen the ruins of a brick 
fort, which, like all other forts ofmasomy in the Birman empire, is in a 
state of dilapidation. At a short distance there is a pleasant river which* 
flows through a fertile plain alTording some rich pasture-ground;, and inter- 
spersed with plantations of tobacco. On the south and south-east sides,, 
the to™ is inclosed by a deep lavine, the banks of which are cut perpen- 
dicular, and the remains of an old brick wall were discoverable, which 
was probably a defence to the former subufb. We observed many s];nall' 
temples and convents apart from the town, situated in groves of mangOy 
tamarind, and pipal trees of uncommon stateliness and beauty. The 
Maywoon had a residence here, also a pleasure house and beetle garden 
at some distance. Notwithstanding his manners were still very formah 
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and evidently desirous ofliJtle personal intercourse, he continuedinvanabjy 
attentive, and daily sent me such presents as he tliought would be accept 
able, such as fhut, fish, and milh Although it is smful, according to the Bir- 
man tenets, to depnve any bemg of hfe to satisfy a carnivorous appetite, 
yet the inhabitants do not scruple to loll game of all Linds, and abstain 
only from domestic animals , even in this they often relax, and always 
grant a l&ost hberal mdulgence to strangers I was allowed to send my 
Portuguese servant to the neighbounngiL;^Ees to purchase fowls, wluch 
we got very good^^d sometimes were able to~j^cure Lids The Birman 
farmers do not breed sheep, goats giving so much more milL It was pn- 
vately mtimated to me, that there would be no crime if a servant of mine 
should shoot a fat buUocL when he met one, that it would be ascnbcd to 
accident, and I might maLe reparation to the owner, who would think 
himself amply recompensed for his loss by tn o tackals, about six shillmgs , 
and the beast being dead, there could be no sm in eatmg it , but that a 
public sanction could not previously be given to slaughter one I de 
dined supplying our table by this evasive logic, and preferred the want 
of beef to the nsL of giving offence, and wounding the feehngs of people 
who omitted no opportunity to manifest towards us hospitality and kindness 
North of the town about a mde, there is a good deal of cultivation, 
chiefly of nee , tjic fields were well laid down, and fenced This quarter 
IS beautifully wooded, and diversified with nsing grounds ^Vc observed 
many cart roads and pathways leading into the country in vanous direc- 
tions The soil 15 composed of clay and sand, and in some places is very 
stony, particularly near the nver Early on the I-ltli the Alaywoon 
politely sent us an invitation to accompany him on the same evening to 
Jus garden house , I vnis not well, and excused myself, Mr LVood was 
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otherwise engaged, but the Doctor undertook to represent us. The May- 
woon supplied him with a horse for his conveyance, and rode himself , 
they crossed the small river beforementioned, and traversed a countiy 
partly cultivated, and paitly wooded ; the road was indifferent, and led 
thmugh two very neat villages. They also passed several straggling 
houses, which, considered as country cottages, were extremely com- 
fortable. In their way they saw a caravan of waggons, which laad come 
from a gieat distance, loaded w'i^-goods of different sorts for traffic. The 
inliabitants in many places were employed in cleari^ the ground, and 
burning the long grass and biushwood. On arriving at tke garden, about 
five miles distant, the Maywoon and his company, among whom the Doc- 
tor was the most distinguished, were regaled with tea and sweetmeats, and 
returned late in the evening nearly by the same road. 

In the course of our walks, not the least curious object that presented itself 
was a flat stone, of a coarse gray granite, laid horizontally on a pedestal of 
masonry, six feet in length, and fhree wide, protected from the weather by 
a wooden jshed. This stone, like that at Pouoodang, was said to bear the 
genuine print of the foot of Gaudma; and we were informed that a similar 
impression is to be seen on a large rock situated between two hills, one day’s 
journey west of Memboo, On the plane of the foot upwards of one hun- 
dred emblematical figures are engraven in separate compartments: two 
convoluted serpents are pressed beneath the heel, and five conch shells, with 
the involutions to the right, form the toes : itwas explained to me as a type 
of the creation, and was held in profound reverence. There is said to be a 
similar impression on a rock"^ on Adam’s Peak, in the island of Ceylon ; and 
it IS traditionally believed, both by the Birmans, the Siamese, and the Cin- 
* See Baldasus , also Knox’s Historical Relation of Ceylon. 
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galeze, that Gaudma or Boodh, placed one foot on the continent, and the 
other on tlie island, of Oeylon The ieighbourmg Rhahaans had no oh 
jection to my pamter s taLmg a copy of it, a tasL that he performed with 
great exactness * 

On our return, we met a caravan of waggons travellmg from the 
southern country towards the capital^ eighteen in number these 
vehicles were well constructed, and more commodious and neat than the 
clumsy gawnes or carts of India Ea^y^ggon was drawn by six bul 
locks, and several/^are-ones' followed, to supply the place of any that 
might fall sick or lame A gbod tilted roof of bamboo, tovered with 
pamted doth, threw off the ram. They contamed not only merchandiee, 
but also entire famihes, the wfves, children, moblaes, cats, parroquets, and 
all the worldly substance of the waggoner Each bullock had a bell under 
his throat The wheels not bemg grfeased, a homd noise announced the 
approach of the caravan long before it could be seen They travel slowly, 
from ten to fifteen miles a day At mghj the waggons are disposed m a 
circle, and form a barrier, witlun which, the earners feed their cattle, 
light fires, and dress their victuals, secure from the attacks of tigers, which 
much infest the less populous parts 6f the empire 

We remained at Meeadiy until the 22d of June Dunng our stay I 
made short excursions to different parts of the country, and found little 
vanation m its appearance, it iv'as very beautiful, though but half culti 
vated, and I u-as e\ eiywherc treated with respect The news of the mis- 
sion had readied the place before wc arn\ed, and excited a general cuno 
sily to see the Boomicn of the Colars, or the general of the strangers, as 

• Annuel I» a pbte of the Impreolon, to enable the learned nntl^nary to cooijiare tbli 
curioiu rjmboUc repreaentauon with the sacred hleiogljrphlcs of the andent Efijr^nns. 
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they were pleased to denominate me. Not only the better class of the inha- 
bitants of Meeaday came to visit us, but likewise people of condition from 
all the towns and villages twenty miles round : I have sometimes received 
eight or ten different companies m a morning. When a paity wished to 
be intioduced, a message was sent to ask permission, which being obtained, 
they entered the room in a crouching position, and sat down on their 
heels, men and women alike ; they always brought a gift of something, 
whatever they supposed might be acceptable ; tobacco, onions, fine rice, 
See. : no company pi esented themselves empty handed ; < jt would not have 
been respectful; of course their offeiings diew from me a suitable return, 
such as fillets of Indian muslin to the women, and a Cossembuzar silk 
handkerchief to the men. Several paities of women came unaccompanied 
by their husbands, or any of their male friends; and accoiding to the 
notions entertained by them, there was nothing indecoious in it; they 
were unconscious of any thing but an innocent desiie to giatify curiosity, 
and manifest lespect; women of a better class were always accompanied 
by a tram pf female attendants, and, like the sex every where, weie more 
lively, good humoured, and inquisitive than the men. 

Early on the 2,2,d of June matters were ai ranged for the prosecution 
of our journey, and the fleet was in readiness to depart. The ai tides saved 
from the boat' that had been wrecked below Peeing-ghee, were diied, our 
attendants, however, had suffered a mateiial loss : but a serviceable boat had 
been provided for them in lieu of the one that* was lost. At eleven o’clock 
we pushed off, the Maywoon leading the vanr the day turned out tem- 
pestuous and gloomy, and the wind blew hard from the south. In a short 
time we passed Meealsah-gain, on the west, a large village at the foot of a 
fine swelling wooded lawu, ornamented with some neat temples. Our way 

Kk 
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tlirough tlie water was very rapid, not less than five miles an hour, and at 
one tune it blew so \iolently that we were obliged to male for the shore 
The range of lulls, which in our course this day approachfcd nearest to the 
river, were covered witli a blue mist We passed some villages of no 
note the country seemed populous, and herds of cattle were grazing on 
the banks About seven o clock we brought to for the night on the west 
side 

At seven in the morning, after a mght of unremitting rain, we left an 
tmcomfortable situation, and sailed till we came to an extensive island, 
which divided thenver mto two branches , we took the eastern side, and on 
account of the mclemency of the weather, brought to at the lower town of 
Loonghee, opposite tlie south extremity of the island The width of the 
stream between the mam land and the island is about 500 yards In the 
afternoon the ram ceased, but the wind contmued Dr Buchanan and 1 
walked to a convent of Rhahaans, that seemed to be of more than ordi 
nary note we found it a good buildmg, and ascending a flight of steps, 
took the liberty of entermg without ceremony The neatness qt the inside 
corresponded with the external appearance a number of Gaudmas, nchly 
gilt, and of vanous sires, were ranged on a bench to receive tlie adorations 
of the pious It was the eighth day of the moon, which is the Birman sab- 
bath, and several persons were sauntermg up and down, waiting for the hour 
of pra) er The superior, a man advanced in years, was sitting on Ins elevated 
seat whenwe went in he expressed much surprise at our appearance and 
dress, but wasextrcrael) civil he presented me with a scroll, written witli 
asl)lus on a papjTus leaf, whicli, he said, contained a iacred cxliortalion, 
and requested I would preserve it in remembrance of Shoedagonga Sere 
daw, winch, it seems, was his title. He asked why the Doctor did not 
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wear a scarlet dress like mine, and being informed of his profession, beg- 
ged a prescription for a sore tin oat, which almost hindered him fiom aiti- 
culating. The Doctor promised to send him a gargle, and we took our leave 

The infant son of the Maywoon had been unwell for some time, and 

* 

his illness had non increased to a dangerous height : the anxious parent 
sent Baba-Sheen to me to intimate his desire of remaining wliere we weie 
until his child grew bcttci , the tempestuousness of the weather agitating 
the boat so much, that he was afraid it might increase^the fever. I had no 
scruple in indulging so natural a wish, and as the .spot we weic in 
was much exposed, and had m.iny disadvantages, we moved to a moie 
commodious situation, two miles higher up, opposite the north end of the 
island. A war-boat was dispatched ex pi css to the capital to bring down 
medicine, and a celebrated professoi of physic ; in the mean time all the 
physicians of the country, to the number of twenty, were assembled, to 
consult and prcsciibe for the sick infant. 

Loonghce, or Great Cable, takes its name from the following circum- 
stance : a (jurious ligament of stone unites a pointed rock, which rises in the 
middle of the stream, with the opposite bank ; it has the appearance of a 
petrified cable, and the natives relate, that one bundled years ago a large 
rope, floating down the i iver, ceased its course at this place, and that one 
«nd adhering to the rock, and the other to the bank, the rope was changed 
into stone. They also say that the opposite island fonneriy constituted a 
part of one, situated fifteen miles higher up, but was severed from it by an 
earthquake, and carried do^vn to the place where it now rests. The qua- 
lity which the waters of the Irrawaddy possess of changing wood into 
stone, of which we afterwards saw innumerable instances, renders the 
transmutation of the cable by no means an impossible circumstance. The 
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Birmans, however, are deeply tamted with that credulity which ignorance 
IS ever disposed to pay, to tales of fiction and to miraculous events 

Whether removed byan extraordinary convulsion of nature, and byastdj 
more extraordinary transportation, or whether encircled by the nver from 
the disposition that all large streams flowmg through a level country have 
to ch inge their channel , whatever may have been the cause, the island 
now constitutes a pnncipal object m one of tlie finest syK-an scenes I ever 
beheld From a temple above Loonghee, that stands by the river side, on 
a commanding cliff whose summit overhangs its base, the eye is gratified 
by a most delightful combination of natural beauties a fine sheet of 
water three miles in breadth, broken by an island about a mile long, and 
half a mile wide, covered with trees of luxuriant foliage, eminences on 
the opposite shore, that rise from gently swellmg grounds clothed m wood, 
to brown and rugged mountains, which, receding in an obhque direction, 
leave to the view a long and level plain these altogether form a land- 
scape which 1 never saw equalled, and, perhaps, is not to be excelled 
Howmuch I regretted that my draftsman, though skilful m copying figures 
and makmg botamcal drawmgs, was unacquainted with landscape pamting 
and perspective, and that not one of ourseh'cs possessed any knowledge of 
tliat delightful art. Had Mr Daniel, m his Onental Travels, visited this 
part of the world, the view from Ixionghec would have stood conspicuous 
among tliose faithful and excellent representations by which he has locally 
introduced India into England, and familianzed the European eje to the 
ncli scenery of the East 

We continued at this charming place until the 2d'of July, when the 
child of the Majwoon, notwitlistanding the prescriptions of twenty doc- 
tors, was declared out of danger So long as recovery contmued doubtful, 
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I sent the Hindoo Pundit eveiy morning to enquire after his health: this 
attention was taken in good part, and the Pundit obtained the honour of 
being introduced into the sick chamber, wheie he witnessed the most 
amiable demonstrations of parental tendeiness: both the father and 
mother were kneeling by the side of the infant’s bed, and attended on him 
themselves day and night. The disoider proved to be an inflammatory 
fever, and their treatment of it was peifectly simple : tea made of wild thyme, 

and decoctions of several vegetable productions, were the only medicines 

% 

administered ; the rest was left to nature, who accomplished her part. 

> 

They did not, however, neglect to call in the aid of supernatural remedies; 
incantations were used, and amulets applied, to the efficacy of which much 
was attributed. Whatever miglit have been the cause, the recovery of the 
child afforded very general satisfaction ; every body seemed to feel an 
interest in his fate. 

We made several short excursions during our continuance at Loong- 
hee; the countiy to the southward was well cultivated, and the fields in- 
closed by^strong hedges of thorn : the soil is light and sandy, with many 
loose stones ; the' ground, for the most part, uneven, and rising into gentle 
acclivities. There were several neat villages, within the distance of two 
or three miles; a deep ravine, formed by the monsoon rains, extended 
inland from the river, the banks of which weie covered with stunted 
trees. Dr. Buchanan, m following its course, perceived in the sand the 
flesh tracks of a tiger, and prudently returned. On enquiring I un- 
derstood that the adjacent woods contained many of these destructive 
beasts, who frequently at night come down the bed of the water-course to 
quench their thirst at the river. I went the next day with the Doctor and 
an armed party to the place, and plainly traced in the sand the footsteps of 
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two tigers, a large and a small one , this discovery rendered ns cautions 
of pursuing game into the forests We found partndges, hares, quads, and 
wood pigeons, in the open fields, but the jungle-fowl, or wild poultry, kept 
close in the thief coverts, where we heard the coefs crow, but did not dare 
to \ enture after them We saw on the island, which is a very romantic 
spot, a few deer, and three buffaloes, the former were extremelywdd, we 
fired at th“m without success, but were more fortunate m lolling a number 
of pigeons of a beautiful plumage, and excellent to eat 

The cattle used for tillage and draft m this part of the country are re 
marLably good , they put only a parr in the plougli, which difiers httlc from 
the plough of India, and turns up the sod very superficially In their large 
carts they yole four, and often six walJong out one day I met a waggon 
drawn by four stout oxen, gomg at a hand gallop, and dnsen by a country 
girl standing up in her vehicle, who seemed to manage the rems and a 
long whip with equal ease and dexterity this was a novel sight to a 
person accustomed to the slow moving machines of India, in which the 
women are almost too timorous to nde, much less to attempt to guide 

Tlie sod in the neighbourhood of Loonghee is very favourable for the 
cultivation of cotton , we saw manj fields planted with it, m which the 
shrub was growing strong and healthy In one field a man was sowing 
sesamum jhe light dry grains answer here better than nee, which thrives 

c. 

only in low and moist grounds 

My Portuguere sen-ant Pai;ntchoo,whoml had dispatched along with a 
Birman, in quest of fowls and fids, was absent for three days, a circumstance 
that gave rise to some uneasiness on Ins account, from thclearofhis having 
been devoured by tigers he, however, returned safe, and informed me that 
he liad been to a town nine leagues distant, and in his way passed through 
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several villages, and a country thickly inhabited. When he had concluded 
his baigain, he procured a small cart to carry his purchase to Loonghee, 
and could not pievail on the owner to accept of any thing more than a 
Cossembuzar silk handkerchief. All the manufactures of India are highly 
prized by the Birmans, although many articles are not at all supeiior to 
what they make themselves. Pauntchoo also lepoited, that theiewas a well 
frequented road leading to the city of Tongho^ which was distant fifteen 
daysjounicy, the capital of a rich and populous province that bears the same 
name, and is goveincd by one of the King's sons, who takes his title from 
it, being called Tongho Teekicn, or Prince of Tongho; he added that its 
inhabitants excelled in the manufacture of cotton cloth, and their country 
produced the best beetle nut in the empiic, a luxury in which Birmans of 
all ranks indulge so fiecly, that it is become with them almost a necessary 
of life In one of Pauntchoo’s expeditions across the liver he met with a 
%nllage inhabited by Kayns, a race of mountaineers perfectly distinct from 
the Garianers, and speaking a language differing i*adically both -from theirs 
and that of the Birmans. They were originally inhabitants of the Arracan 
mountains, whom the Birmans, since their conquest of that kingdom, have 
prevailed on, partly by force, and partly by mild treatment, to abandon their 
native hills, and settle on the plain. There are several small societies of 
these people established neai the foot of the mountains farther north. The 
Garianers are not to be found higher up than the city of Prome. 

Every thing was now in readiness for us tc/take our next departure, and 

the first of July was fixed upon to leave Loonghee. On the morning of the 

* 

29th of June we were sm prised by an unexpected visit from the Portu- 
gueze Shawbunder of Rangoon, who has already been mentioned as hav- 
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ing been at Ummerapoora, the capital, at the tune of our fint amva] He 
had been ordered down from court to meet the deputation, and came with 
all the pomp that his station would allow him to display, his barge was 
profusely decorated with colours, and his boatmen were dressed m imi 
form On landing, he frrst paid his comphments to the Maywoon, and 
afterwards waited on me at my boat 

The appearance of this naturalized Portugueze was calculated rather to 
excite laughter than respect he wore a long tumc of old velvet, decorated 
with tarnished gold lace, and on his head a broad brimmed hat flapped, 
bound also with gold He spoLe the language ofHindostan imperfectly, 
but w ell enough to male himself understood After an awkward salutation, 
half in the Birman, half m the European manner, he informed me that he 
had been sent by an order from the Lotoo, or Grand Council, to meet the 
English deputation, and to acquaint me that his Majesty had been pleased 
to direct that three officers of distinguished rant should proceed to Pa- 
gahm mew, a aty serfcn days journey below Ummerapoora, to wait our 
arrival, and escort us to the capital The King, he obsen ed, had done me 
the extraordinary honour to send a royal barge for my personal accommo 
dation, ivith two war boats to tow it this was considered as a flattering 
mark of his Majesty s good inclination, and we drew from it a favourable 
omen To have our barge drawn by war boats was an honorary privilege 
granted only to persons of the first consequence , it is grounded on the 
idea, that it is inconsistent with the dignity of a man of high rank to be in 
the same boat with people of such mean condition as common ivatermen. 
It IS a singular refinement, and furnishes an additional instance of the 
characteristic pnde of the nation The Shawbunder displayed great 
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CHAPTER X 

Leave Loonghee. — Exlenstve Island — Keendoo Prow — Meegheoung tjay, 
or Crocodile Toim — Mean yah — Patanagoh — Magway — Spanziek — 
strong Current — Hills clothedwith Wood — Maynbu — Shoe-Lu Rua, or 
Golden Boat Village — Cold the Type of Excellence — Taynangheoum, 
or Pelrolmm Creei — pelnfied Wood — barren Country — Pengkioum — 
Sembavgham — Sillahmew — Manufactory of Silk — Crotolana jfuncea 
— Mountain of Poupa — Seenghoo — Bullock slain by a Tiger — Toos, 
an ugly Race — Temple of Logah nundah — City of PagaJim — Heoun- 
dah — Birman Deputies — Music — Dancing — beautiful Manufactory 
of lackered Ware. — Temple of Shoezeegoon — destructive Conflagration 
— numerous religious Buildings — gigantic Figure of the Divinity in 
a recumbent Posture — another Image erect — Oil Mills 

The Slia^^bunder left Loonghee on the first of July, to announce our 
approacli to the Birman olEcers, who were already amsed at PagaJun -no 
postponed our departure until the follornng day, and at seven in the morn- 
ing quitted tins pleasing and'rural place In our journey tsc passed many 
tOM-ns and Milages, sometimes we went swiftly through the u-ater, at others 
we Vicrc stationary, and e\en lost ground, as the uind frequently sub 
sided, and the stream n-as aery rapid The range of Arracan mountains 
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appeared to i*ccedc M'cshvaid, and about three o’clock we came to a large 
island fonned by separate aims of the river; there was a pynnnidical temple 
on it. called Keendoo Praw, and several smaller ones laiscd on a high tcr- 
race. I estimated the extent of the island to be two miles : at the upper end 

V 

we crossed the river, ntid stopped a mile above Meeghcoung-yay, at past 
seven in the evening. 

Meeghcoung-yay, or Ci-ocodilc Town, is a place of much tiadc'-and im- 
portance : there were not less than 100 large boats, and several smaller 
ones, lying at different stairs, which, my people said, were taking on board 
rice, onum': garlic, and oil, for the consumption of the capital. It stands 
on a very high Lank, and has fewer icligious buildings than any town we 
had seen of equal magnitude. Dr. Buchanan went on shoie at daybicak, 
and observed in his walk some neat farms, each of them containing four 
or five collages, better built than houses in towns usually are : they were 
fenced round with vide inclosurcs to icceive the cattle, of which there 
was great abundance. The fields wcie divided by thorn hedges; the 
low grounds prcpaicd for lice, and the higher planted with leguminous 
shrubs, or left for pasture. 

Early on the 3d we passed Mceinyah : between that and Patanagoh, on 
the eastem shoic, there was a sloping bank planted with indigo, which was 
then ripe, and the villagers were cutting it. Mclloon, on the west side, 

J 

seemed rich in temples, but the town was no way distinguished. Pata- 
nagoh had only one temple, which was spleiididly gilded ; it is a long 
straggling village, and every house had a comfoi table gaiden, enclosed by 
a bamboo railing, with orchards of palmyra, plantain, and mango trees . 
here, likewise, were many boats of burthen waiting to receive a cargo. 
Numerous villages were scattered along the banks, which, as the wind blew 
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strong, and we were obliged to keep m the middle of the n\ er, tliere was no 
opporlumty of examining This day we passed some sandy islands, and 
brought to early m^e evening, on the eastern side, between the towns of 
Magway and Spanreik I took a walk before tea, and could discover httle 
cultivation in the vicinity of the nver the land was stony, and covered 
with low thorn trees, in which we saw jungle fowl, and other game Herds 
of young cattle were grazmg among the thickets we crossed some cart 
roads, and met several peasants 

At daybreak n,ext morning, we set sail with a fair and steady wmd, by 
tlie force of which the fleet stemmed a strong current Low woody hills 
skirted the nver, particularly on the easiem side , on the summits of some 
of these hills temples were raised, and one on the western bank, called 
Maynbu, appeared to be considerable The nver, except where it was in- 
terrupted by islands, could not be less than two miles across We passed a 
village named Shoe Lee Rua, or Golden boat Village, from its being inha- 
bited by watermen in the sen ice of the King, whose boats, as well as every 
thing else belonging to the Sovereign, hav e always the addition of shoe, or 
golden, annexed to them , even lus Majesty s person is never mentioned 
but in conjunction witli this precious metal When a subject means to 
affirm that the King has heard any thing, he says, “ It has reached the 
golden ears, he who has obtained admission to the royal presence, has 
been at the golden feet , the perfume of otta of roses, a nobleman observed 
one daj , " was an odour grateful to the golden nose. Gold, among the Bir- 
mans, IS the type of excellence although highly valued, it is not used for 
coin in the countrj , it is cmploj ed sometimes in ornaments for the w omen, 
and in utensils and ear rings for tlic men, but the greatest quantity istxpend 
ed III gilding tlieir temples, in which vast sums arc continually lavished 
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The Biimans present the substance to their gods, and ascube its qualities 
to theii king. 

Aftei passing various sands and villages, we got to Yaynangheoum, or 
Earth'Oil (petroleum) Creek, about two houis past noon. The .country . 
now displayed an aspect diHeiing fiom any we had yet seen; the surface 
was bioken into small separate hills, entirely barren, and destitute of vege- 
tation, except some stunted bushes that grew on the declivities, and in the 

V 

dells, and a few unhealthy trees immediately in the neighbourhood of the 
villages: the clay was discolomed, and had the appeaianceof red ochre. 
Wewere informed that the celebiated wells of petroleum, which supply the 
whole empiie, and many paits of India, with that useful product, were five 
miles to the east of this place. The Seree brought me a piece of stone, 
which he assuicd me was petrified wood, and which ceitainly had much the 
appeal ance of it. In walking about, I picked up several lumps of the same, 
in which the grain of the wood was plainly discernible ; it was hard, sili- 
cious, and seemed composed of different lamina. The Biimans said it was 
the nature of the soil that caused this transmutation, and added that the pe- 
tiifying quality of the earth at this place was such, that leaves of trees shaken 
off by the wind, were not unfiequently changed into stone befoie they 
could be decayed by time. The face of the countiy was altered, and the 
banks of the river were totally barren ; the ground was superficially co- 
vered with quartz gravel, and concreted masses of the s?ime material were 
thickly scattered. The mouth of the cieek was crowded with large boats, 
waiting to receive a lading ofoil, and immense pyramids of earthen jars were 
raised within anil round the village, disposed in the same manner as shot 
and shells are piled in an arsenal. This place is inhabited only by potters, 
who carry on an extensive manufactory, and find flill employment. The 
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smell of tlie oil was extremely ofiensn e , we saw several thousand jan 
filled with it ranged along the banh, some of these were contmually break- 
ing, and the contents, mingling with the sand, formed a very filthy con 
sistence Mr Wood had the cunosity to walk to the wells, but though I 
felt the same desire, I thought it prudent to postpone visitmg them until 
my return, when I was bkely to have more leisure, and to be less the ob 
ject of obsen ation 

At seven in the morning, on the 5th of July, we left the neighbourhood 
of Earth od Wells After passing Pengkioum, where a small nver imites 
with the Irrawaddy, the face of the country resumed its verdant appearance, 
and the trees shot up with their usual vigour The bed of the river, from 
bank to bank, was very wide , we judged it to be four miles, but the stream 
being divided mto different channels, formed low intermediate islands of 
sand, which are covered when the waters attam their utmost height On 
the left we saw the town of Sembewghewn, from whence tljere is a road 
that leads through the western lulls into Arracan, wJuch is accounted 
much the least difficult passage this is the place to wluch all Bengal ar 
tides of racrdiandizc imported by way of Arracan are brought, and are 
here embarked on the Irrawaddy Shortly after, we saw a large town on 
the eastern side, w itli several neat temples , it was called Pakang yay lofty 
palmy ra, the tamannd, and banyan trees, spread a pleasant shade around 
It, here also were some heavy trading boats The western shore seemed 
nch and level, wc brought Jo about six in the afternoon, a little below 
Silhh mew , a large town remarkable for its mamifaclones of silk The 
Iket liad not long been moored when the retail merchants flocked down to 
the water side to dispose of their wares they earned in lackcreO'boxcs 
pieces of silken cloth, and of silk and cotton mixed, which they offered 
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for sale at what I considered a very high price I was asked fifteen tackal, 

i 

about sterling, for a piece, of moderate fineness, five yaids long, and 
bai ely one yard wide ; they were mostly woven in patterns adapted to the 
Birman dress. The silk, of which these goods are made, comes from Yunan, 
the south-west piovince of China : it is brought from Ummerapoora to this 
place in a raw state, and is returned in the web. The colours are bright 
and beautiful, but do not appear to be durable ; the texture is close and 
strong; it weais, I was informed, much longer than any China or Indian 
manufacture. 

Sillah-mew is a handsome town, shaded by wide spreading trees, and 
embellished witlr several temples. A smooth bank sloping to the river, 
and clothed with the finest verdure, adds much to its beauty. The soil in 
general is but poor ; some fields were regularly fenced, and cattle in large , 
herds were grazing in the neighbourhood. Dr. Buchanan informed me 
that he saw the crotalaria juncea growing spontaneously, which would 
yield good hemp or flax. 

On the sixth of July we made but little way, the current was violent, and 
the wind not strong enough to enable us to stem it ; we were obliged to 
have recourse to poles, and were pushed forward with excessive labour by 
the boatmen ; in one place where an island contracted the stream, we sent 

r 

out an anchor a-head in a small cutter, and hauled on it by a hawser. The 
Arracan mountains appeared to the west, and a conspicuous hill, lofty, 
and of a conical form, called Poupa, was in s'lght to the eastward : a few 
villages, and many temples, skirted the banks. In the afternoon the fleet 
made festjto=tha^astem shore ; there was neither town nor village nigh; it 
was about four miles below Seenghoo, and though we saw little cultivation 
there were several herds of cattle. Dr. Buchanan, whose ardour for botanical 
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researches often made me apprehensis e for his safety, m wandering through 
the thichets in quest of plants, heard the report of a musket at a distance, 
on his approach to the spot, he found some peasants about to sLm a bul 
lock that had just been killed by a tiger the shot had caused the annual 
to abandon his prey, and in its retreat it most fortunately took another 
way from that which the Doctor came This was not the only time that 
his thirst after knowledge, and reliance upon his gun, led him into danger 
A musket IS a very precarious defence against the sudden assault of the 
most ferocious and terrible of all ammals 

Whilst w e were at tea, tlie Seree informed us, that further on there is a 
small nver which enters the Irrawaddy at a place called Yoo wa, and that 
two days journey up thts river is a large town called Yoo miou, he ob 
served also, that an extensive tract of country is inhabited by apeople called 
Yoo, whom he represented as exceedingly ugly , bavnng protuberant bellies, 
and white teeth The Birmans, bothmenand women, colour their teeth, their 
eyelashes, and the edges of their eyelids, with black * The Yoos are subjects 
of the Birman state, and observ'e the same rchgious w orship , they speak the 
language of Tavay, which is nothing more than a prosincial dialect of the 
Birman tongue 

We left our nightly station at the customary hour, and favoured by a fair 
breeze, sailed through a country diversified by small barren hills, on which 
there was little vegetation, and by green fertile valleys, cultivated, and 
laid out in farms The petrifactions, like thosewe foimd at Yaynangheoura, 

• Thii ctmoro Ii not conliiial to the Birnunj, panlcuhtrly the op.*ration of colourlog the 
ejeluhcj ( the women of Hlnioitan nnd Peoii commonljr practice It , tnc; 'Vot It bene- 
ficial, aj well as becoming The collyriom they use Is called Surma, the Peralan name of 
antimony 
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were n-cquem licit: : indigo was growing in one of the valleys. About 
twelve o'clock we came to a rocky point that projected far into the river, 
ttnmd which llic cunxnt set wiili such excessive rapidity, that our boats 
were a long time in gening past, and did not at length cifcct it without 
diflicuhy and some danger. The Maywoon obligingly sent his tVar-boats 
to our assistance. After we had sunnounted this impediment, w’c came to 
a green level bank, where there w‘as a wide range of pasturage, aqd many 
cattle feeding, Scenghoo is a large town ; in its neighbourhood, and for 
a great distance ahmg the eastern hank, small temples were built close to 
the ri%cr. \Vc did not make much way in ihi.s day's journey, although our 
laboin was great. In the evening we hnmghi to near Kcaholi, a pool vil- 
lage, where the inhabitants get their livelihood by extracting molasses 
from the palmyni tree, of which they make tolerably good sugar 

Although the soil near the rivci is in most places unpioductivc and bar- 
ren, yet, as we advanced noiihwards on the following day, population 
increased. Eserv little hill and rising ground was ciowmcd with a temple; 
(hat of Log^ih-nunda is distinguished for its superior size ; it is a clumsy 
inelegant mass of building, elevated on a semicircular terrace; the base is 
painted wdth different colours, and the cupola is richly gilded. 

Leaving the temple of Ixigah-nundah, w'c approached the once magni- 
ficent city of Pagahm. We could see little more fiom the river than a few 
straggling houses, wdiicli bore the appearance of having once been a con- 
nected street : in fact, scarcely any thing remains of ancient Pagahm, ex- 
cept its numerous mouldering temples, and the vestiges of an old brieJe 

m 

fori, the r^parts of which arc still to be traced. The town of Neoundah, 
about^ur miles to the noith, which may be called a continuation of Pa- 

4 

gahm, has flourished in proportion as the latter has decayed. We passed 

/•' M m 
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a small nver named, m the days of splendour, Shoe Liaung, or the Golden 
Stream here we spent a night, rendered unpleasant by the stormy 
weather 

We reached Neoundah early on the 9th of July At this place the de- 
putation Irom the capital, which I had been apprized of by the Shawbun- 
der, was waitmg my amval The Seree informed me that a temporary 
house, wjuch I saw on a clear piece of ground about 100 yards from the 
bnnk, had been erected as a compliment to me , it was much larger than 
that which the Maywoon had prepared at Meeaday Early in the after- 
noon I left my boat, and was received at the house by the Buman officers 
with eveiy formal testimony of respect , on a part of the floor, elevated a 
few mches, a carpet was spread, on which I took my seat The pnnapal 
person of the deputation was a Woondock, or junior counsellor of state, 
the otliers were, the governor of adistnct called Miengdong, north of Ava, 
the governor of Pein-keing, bordering on China, and the commandant of 
llie Siamese guards The Woondock was a hvely man, about forty five 
years old , the rest appeared of more advanced age, not less than, sixty five 
or seventy they all w ore the tsaloe, or chain of nobility The Woondock, 
though from his station he had precedence of tlie rest, yet was not of sucli 
high rank as the two governors The utmost decorum was preserved at 
this meeting, the Woondock spoke in the name of the others, and Baba 
Sheen interpreted in the language ofHindostan After pompously cxpatiat 
mg upon the honour which his Birman Afajesty liad been pleased to confer 
on me, by sending a deputation to welcome me, and a barge with war boats 
to tow It, he asked some tnvial questions, and ofiered his sen ices to pro 
cure whatever we stood in need of Having distoursed for a sliort^nc, a 
band of music and a company of dancing girls were introduced , drums. 
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gongs, the Indian syiinda, or guitar, the Birman harp, and fiddle, with 
loud and haish claiionets, almost deafened us with their noise. Among the 
dancers, one girl much excelled her companions in symmetry of form and 

■elegance of movement ; she •was richly diessed, and in shewing the modes 

> 

of dancing practised in different countiies, displayed a fine person to great 
advantage. The manner of Cassay is most consonant to the English taste^ 
in Mhich the time vaiics suddenly from quick to slow. The enter iJainment, 
how’cvcr, seemed entirely lost upon the cldeis, who sat in solemn insen- 
sibility, chewing their beetle nut, and regarding with profound giavity the 
voluptuous attitudes of a very beautiful woman. The amusement did not 
end till past nine o’clock. I directed a few pieces of silver to be distributed 
among the musicians and dancers. The Birman officers retired without 
ceremony, and we passed tlic night on board our respective boats. 

The next morning I was again visited in form, with the additional ho- 
nour of the company of the Maywoon of Pegue, a compliment which, 
either from pride or policy, he had never before condescended to pay ; 
the Woondock, however, was here his superior. We conversed for an hour 
on indiffeient subjects, and the Maywoon informed his friends that Dr. 
Buchanan was a botanist, and had made several drawings of plants. On a 
wish being expressed to see them, the Doctor obligingly gratified their 
curiosity wuth a sight of some that had been executed by^the Bengal pain- 
ter, under his own inspection ; these were instantly recognized by the 
Birmans, who mentioned the names of the orfginals : they are themselves 
fond of vegetable productions, which they use very generally in- medi- 

D 

cine. Abo^^lgyen o’clock the assembly broke up, and it was settled that 
we shhuld pursue our journey on the following d^y* 

The remaining time was spent in viewing as much of this once 

f 

!' 

If ^ 

i * 



2T58 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


flounshing city, as the shortness of our stay would adnut On entering the 
town, we came into a long, narrow, windmg street, about thirty feet 
unde, the houses were built of bamboo, and raised from the ground this 
street was full of shops, containing no other articles than lacLered ivare 
boxes, trays, cups, !,.c. varnished in a very neat manner, were displayed 
in the front of the shops , they were of vanous colours, some had figures 
painted on them, others wreaths of flowers Leaving this street we crossed 
a water course on a good wooden bridge, and came to the barar, or pro 
vision market the green stalls seemed to be well provided with rice, 
pulse, greens, garlic, onions, and fhut , there were also Iresh fish, Gnapee, 
and dead lizards, which latter the Birmans account a dehcacy , but there 
was not any meat In our progress, we passed over another bndge, and 
saw several streets runnmg in parallel Imes , some of these were inhabited' 
by earners, whose cattle were feeding on nee straw, round their houses 
Having reached the extremity of the town m this direction, we came upon a 
well paved road, that led to the great temple named Shoezeegoon, to which 
we proceeded On each side of the road there was a range oT, small temples, 
neglected and in ruins the kioums, or monastenes, were in good repair, 
and «c saw some handsome houses for the accommodaUon of strangers 
Shoezeegoon is neither so lai^e nor so ■well built as the temples at Ran 
goon or Pegue, the height does not exceed 150 feet it is surrounded by 
a spacious area pased with broad flags, on which there arc a number of 
lesser buildings, profusely gilded, and laboriously can cd A staircase on 
the outside leads up to a gallciy , about a third of tlic height of the pnncipal 
temple, from whence we had an cxicnsisc prospect of the rcuulrj, which 
appeared to be cxcccdingl) unproductue and barren the rums ofTlanu 
mcrable religious buildings were to be seen in eserj direction, which coscr 
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a space of ground not less than six or seven miles along the livei, and 
ihicc miles inland. Pagahm is said to have been the lesidcnce of Ibrty- 
fivc successive monaichs, and was abandoned 500 yeais ago in conse- 
quence of a divine admonition: vhatcvei may be its true histoiy, it 
ccitainly was once a place of no ordinary splendour. Reluming by a dif- 
fercnl way, we walked through an alley occupied by blacksmiths’ shops, 
furnished with bill-hooks, spike-nails, adzes, kc. A little farlticr on we 
saw the ruins of a street tliat had been consumed by fire only two days 
before; from seventy to eighty houses wcic destroyed by the conflagra- 
tion. It was the Tackally, and the sufferers were the already wretched, 
the miserable public prosliitUes. 

In the afternoon I diiecied my walk southward, and was much sur- 
prised at the number of religious edifices 1 beheld. They differ in stme- 
(urc from those wc had seen in the lower provinces; instead of a slender 
spire rising to a great height from an expanded base, the temples of 
Pagahm, in general, cany up a heavy breadth to very near the top, and 
then come abruptly to a point, which gives a clumsy appearance to the 
buildings. Many of the most ancient temples at this place are not solid at 
the bottom ; a well arched dome supports a ponderous superstructure ; 
within, an image of Gaudma sits enshrined ; four gothic doorways open 
into the dome ; in one of these I saw a human figuie standing erect, winch 
the Seree* told me, was Gaudma; and anothei of the same personage, 
lying on his right side asleep, both of gigantic stature. The divinity, how- 
ever, is rarely to be found in these attitudes ; the postuie in which he is 

* I su'^ect thc>authcnticity of my information on this point, which, I imagine, proceeded 
fKJm ignorance in the Serec. Of these figures, which he called Gaudma, I conceive the one 
crea to be the Hindoo Ananda, the other, Na-ra-yan, sleeping on the waters. 
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generally depictured, is siltmg cross legged on a pedestal, adorned with re- 
presentations of the leaf of the sacred lotus carved upon the base , the left 
hand of the image rests upon his lap, and the nght is pendent Passing 
through the suburbs, we came to a part where the inhabitants were 
employed in expressmg oil fiom the sesamum seed the gram is put into 
a deep wooden trough, m which it is pressed by an upright timber fixed 
m a Ihmje , the force is increased bya long lever, on the extremity of 
which a man sits and guides a bullock that moves m a circle, thus turn- 
ing and pressmg the seed at the same time the machme was simple, and 
answered the end ellectually There were not less than 200 of those mills 
withm a narrow compass From the circumstance of the cattle being m 
good order, we concluded that they are fed on the seed after the oil is ex- 
tracted The land about Pagahm scarcely yields sufficient vegetation to 
nounsh goats 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Emhailt on boaid I he royal Barge — leave Pagahni — singular Caves^ 
Birman Hcimils. — Pass Siirayhioum — Gncrroiiloh — Coiini'Tij popu- 
lous, — Shv'aycdong — JCconzccc — Touchcec — Lrrpac, or pickled Tea — 
— Kioupiaun, or Line of Bocks — Tanoundain — Tirrpup-inmj or Chi- 
nese Toivu. — ThcKccndticin a large Biver — Cassay Boatmen — Tauda- 
boo — Manufactory of cat then JVaic — Summeihioum — Manufactory of 
Salt-pell c, and Oiinpoivdcr — Gnamcaghcc — Tobacco Plantations . — 
Sandaht, or Elephant Village — Mcahmoo — Tapadain — the Shawbun- 
dcr icliirns. — Kiouptaloun — periodical Bisings of the Biver — ancient 
Ava — Dcsciiplion of it — Temple of Shoegunga Praw. — Beautiful Si* 
Illation of Chagain, — Appearance ofUmmerapoora, the Capital — Toun- 
zemahu— ^spacious Lake — Besidcnce of the British Deputatiouj and 
Beception on our landing. 

At nine o’clock in the morning of the 1 1th of July I took possession of 
the royal barge with ceiemonious fonnality, accompanied by the Woon- 
dock and Baba-Sheen. Tlie platform on the outside contained space for 
thirty two rowers, sixteen on each side; but on this occasion the oars were 
not fastened, as it was meant to be drawn by war-boats : the inside was 
divided into three small apartments, handsomely fitted up ; the roof and 
sides^vere lined with white cotton, and the floor covered with carpets and 
'"fine mats. I proceeded in this baige till one o’clock, and then returned to 
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my own boat, winch was a much more convenient, though less dignified 
cons eyance 

After leavmg hfeoundah, the eastern ban! of the nver nses to a perpen 
dicular keight, eighty or one hundred feet above the river In the side of 
the clilf, rather more than half svay up, we saw some apertures resembhng 
doonvays, and were told that they were entrances mto cas es which had for 
merly been inhabited by hermits, who, desirous of withdrawing from the 
world, had excavated these abodes witli their own hands, and dw elt in them 
for the remainder pf their h\es, preserving no farther intercourse with their 
fellow creatures, than what was necessary to receive their food, which was 
lowered down to them by a rope. The Birmans do not inflict on themselves 
disgustful tortures, after the manner of the Hmdoos, but they deem it me 
ntonous to mortify the flesh by the voluntary penance of abstemiousness 
and self-denial Sohtary seclusion has, at some period or other, been 
accounted praiseworthy m most countries during the reign of monkish 
superstition, tt prevaded very commonly throughout Europe our legen 
dary tales are ndt wholly unfounded the Hermit of Warkworth is said to 
have had its ongin from a fact Birmans, however, though bigotted, are 
not gloomy , and are in general blessed with a disposition too cheerful to 
retire from the world in hopeless despondency, or sullen discontent 

Our journey this day was slow, and we perceived little that diDcrcd 
from what has already been desenbed the islands formed by the mcr 
were long, and succeeded each other with such small intervals, that the 
full breadth of the nver, from bank to bank, seldom could be seen, we 
judged It to be in most places three miles vndc our boats kept near the 
eastern shore, and passed, on that side, the towns of Sirraykioum^nd 
Gnerroutoh During the latter part of the day, the country seemed fertile. 
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and the soil richer than in the neighbourhood of Pagahm : the number of 
inhabitants and cattle denoted a considerable population. In the evening 
we brought to near Shwayedong, a small but neat town, containing about 
300 houses, langed in a legular street ; each dwelling had a small garden, 
fenced with a bamboo railing. Two monasteries and a few small tempks, 
did not claim particular notice, but the tall and wide-spieading trees that 
overshadowed them, were objects of pleasing contemplation. '' 

On the next day, July l^th, we continued our journey, sometimes going 
fast, at others slow, and with difficulty, as the wind favoured us, the reaches 
of the river winding so much, that we had it on all quarters. Keozee, on 
the eastern side, was the place of most consequence, and was ornamented 
with several neat temples. At half past five in the evening I went on 
shore, and found the adjacent country divided into fields, which, at a pro- 
per season, are cultivated ; the remains of a tobacco plantation that had 
produced a crop in the former year, were yet lying on the ground : de- 
tached hills appeared to the eastward. We brought to, and spent the 
night near a small village called Toucheec, to the north of Yebbay. Here 
the inhabitants get their livelihood by selling Laepac, or pickled tea-leaf, of 
which the Birmans are extiemely fond. The plant, I was informed, grows at 
a place called Palong-miou, a district to the north-east of Ummerapoora ; it 
is very inferior to the tea produced in China, and is seldom used but as a 
pickle. 

On the following day we kept close to the edstem shore, and the breadth 
of the river being m mo^ places from three to five miles, it was not easy 
minutely to distinjliim objects on the western bank. The country, as we 
adyas'^ed north, increased in population and improved in agriculture ; the 
land everywhere indicated a deficiency of ram, being parched, and broken 
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mt6 deep fisSures, owing to the want of moisture We understood the season 
had btfen remarkably dry , ram, however, was shortly expected The nver, 
notwitljstandmg the faililTe of the monsoon, contmued to jise We pas- 
sed, on the eastern side, KioUptaan, or the Lme of Rocks, Tanoumdam, a 
respectable town, with several other towns and villages In the evening 
we brought to at an island opposite Titroup mew, or Chmese City, there 
IS a small district that bears the same name, called so in commemoration 
of a victory gamed here over ah' army of Chmese that invaded the Birman 
empire some centunes ago, at the penod when Pagahm was the seat of go- 
vernment, whence it appears that the Chmese have long considered this 
kingdom as a desirable contjilest, and have made more than one Ihiitless 
attempt to accomplish its subjection 
The next day we stopped five miles above Tirroup mew, where the 
Keenduem mmgles its waters with those of the Irrawaddy , this great nver 
comes from the north west, and divides the country of Cassay from that 
of AVa The Birmans say that it has its source m a lake three montlis 
journey to the northward it is navigable, as far as the Buman temtones 
extend, for vessels of burthen An intelligent man belonging to Dr Bu 
chanan s boat, informed him, that the most distant town, m the possession 
of the Birmans, on the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the first 
Sliaan town* w^s called Thangdat Theentrance of the Keenduem, seemed 
somewhat less tlian a mile wide the Irrawaddy, immediately above the 
junction, became much narfower, but I imapne a stream was concealed, 

S ^ 

• Shaan, or Shan, !s a very comprebcnilrc term glren to duT^rmt natioiu, lome indepen- 
dent, other* the fubjcct* of the greater itate* thu* the Birmans frcqilently mention the Me 
lap-Shaan, or Shaan subject X6 the BInnan* j the Yoodra-SliaaD, subject to the Slam^ , 
Camy Shaan, to the Camycr* 
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and that what appealed to be the limits of the river was the bank of an 
island fonricd by another bi'anch. 

In the men who rowed the war-boats that accompanied the baige from 

I 

Ummerapoora, I had lemarked featuies diffeiing much fiom the other boat- 
men, and a softness of countenance that lesembled more the Behgal than 
the Birman character of face ; on enquiry I learned that they were Cas- 
sayers, oi the sons of Cassayers, who had been bi ought away fr,om their 
native country, at times when the Bn mans cariied their predatory incur- 
sions across the Keenduem. Eastern invadeis, who do not intend to occu- 

) 

py the territories they over- run, usually adopt the policy of conveying 
away tlie inhabitants, particularly children, whom they establish within 
their own dominions, and thus acquire additional stiength by augmenting 
the number of their subjects. TJiis has been a practice of Asiatic warfare 
from time immemoiial : the last contest of the English with Hyder Ally 
depopulated the Carnatic. Children, untibthey attain a cejtain age, may 
be transplanted with safety, and will assimilate to any soil, but after arriv- 
ing at the .years of maturity, the most lenient treatment will hardly recon- 
cile thebuman mind to coeicive detention in a foreign countiy. The spot 
where a person has passed the tender years ofi life, the long lemembered 
and impressive interval between infancy and manliood, be it where 
it may, is ever dear to him. I should willingly have conversed with 
the Cassay boat people lespecting their nation, but my situation for- 
bad mej either to gratify ,myv own curiosit.y, or sanction the. enquiries 
of others. 

At ten o’clock^w@/^ched the. town of Yandaboo, remarkable for its.ma- 
Qufactories of earthen ware ; and in the course of the day we passed many 
towns and villages, on each side, agreeably shaded by. trees, particularly 
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by the palmyra and the famarmd. Early m the evening we brought to m a 
creek which leads up to a large town named Summei kioum after dinner 
Dr Buchanan and myself took a wait along the margm of the creek, which 
earned 'us to the town by a wide circuit we found the houses, though 
numerous, mean, and very irregularly built , the grounds m the neighbour- 
hood were embanked for the cultivation of nee The soil appeared to be 
good, but the inhabitants expressed the utmost anxiety on the subject of 
ram , not a drop had yet fallen here, although, m the common course of 
seasons, the monsoon should have commenced three weeks earher The 
poor people were carefully fausbandmg their nee straw, for the support of 
their cattle, large herds of which were endeavounng to pick up a subsis 
tence from the parched blades of grass, m fields that were covered with 
dust mstead of verdure The appearance of these animals bespoke exces 
sive poverty if not actual famme 

At Summei kaourn there is the greatest manufactory of saltpetre and 
gunpowder m the kmgdom here also is prepared the gunpowder that is 
required for the royal magaanes , it is the sole occupation of ihe inhabi- 
tants Neither saltpetre nor gunpowder are suffered to be exported under 
any plea, nor can the smallest quantity be sold without a special hcense 
from some man in power 

Early in tlie morning we left the neighbourhood of gunpowder and salt- 
petre temples mid villages fined the banks so thickly that it would be 
tedious to enumerate them .At nmc o clock we stopped at Gnameaghee, 
celebrated for producing the best tobacco m the Birman empire, many 
bnck bins viere on fire, prepanng matenals forbudalntrjcmples, of wluch 
there appeared to be already a sufficient number Pursuing our journrv, ^ 
wc passed numerous islands , some of tlicm were cultiintcd, and had 
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houses, inhabitants, and trees. Towards evening the wind suddenly lose 
to a storm ; Mr. Wood and myself reached Sandaht, or Elephant Village; 
Dr. Buchanan’s boat could not make head against wind and stream, and 
dropped an anchor ; perceiving his situation, I dispatched one of tlie war- 

j 

boats to his aid, when the united efforts of both crews soon brought him 
in safety to the fleet. Sandaht is a small town which, together with the 
lands adjacent, is occupied entirely by the elephant-keepers belcnging to 
the royal stables. The King is the sole proprietor of all the elephants in 
his dominions, and the privilege to ride on, or keep one, of these animals, 
is an honour granted only to men of the very first rank and consequence : 
his Birman Majesty is said to possess 6000 . In India, female elephants are 
prized beyond males, on account of their being more tractable ; but in Ava 
it is the reverse; females are never used on state occasions, and seldom for 
ordinal y riding, which causes the other sex to be of much higher value; 
it however rarely happens that either one or the other is to be purchased, 
the King’s exclusive right, and the limited use that is made of them, pre- 
vent their becoming an article of common sale. 

We set out at an early hour next morning ; Meahmoo, on the western side, 
appeared from the water to be a large town, shaded by groves of palmyra 
trees ; it is remarkable for a manufactory of coarse checkeied cotton cloth, 
such as is worn by the lower class of people. Yapadain, a town on the 
eastern side, was distinguished by several temples, and a handsome monas- 
tery. About twelve o’clock the Shawbunder, who, after the interview at 
Loonghee, had returned^ to Ava, again met us ; he had travelled with gieat 
expedition, having at court, and made his repoi t : the present visit was 
a spontaneous act of civility : he possessed a small jaghiie, or personal es- 
' tate, in the neighbourhood, where he had prepared some refreshments, of 
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which he requested I would stop to partale I comphed with his desire, 
and accompanied him to a bower formed m a clump of bamboos, on the 
bank of the nver, and shaded from the sun by an artificial awmng of grass 
here we found a prolusion of fhuts, milk, butter, and preserves, m dishes 
laid out on carpets, a company of dancing girls and musicians fiom a 
neighbouring village entertamed us with their music and graces I re- 
mained hs short a time as was consistent with ciydity, and then pursued 
my voyage We passed in our progress several populous villages plea- 
santly situated, and adorned with well enclosed gardens and orchards of 
plantam, guava, and other fimt trees At night we brought to at Kioup- 
taloum, where a large temple, surrounded by several small buildings, was 
the only object that mented particular attention 
Next day we got under way at the customary hour, and made but slow 
progress, the wind headmg us so far, that the square sails of the Birman 
boats could not keep full , oars and poles were plyed with vigour The 
river, wiuch, though it had not yet nsen to its utmost penodicaJ height, had 
overflowed its banks, filled all the water-courses, and inundated tlie low 
grounds adjacent to its bed As the force of the current lay in the middle 
of the stream, m order to a\oid its influence we frequently navigated 
through fields, in which the tall grass and reeds appeared above the sur- 
face of the water, and the trees had their stems immersed beneath tlic flood 
The swelling of the Irrawaddy is not influenced by the quantity of ram 
whicli falls in the vallies, but by the torrents that rush down from the moun- 
tains Notwithstanding the drought m the chamnaign country had been 
greater this year than usual, the nver was swollcnHu^ils regular height, 
vihicli, Iwas informed, ityarely fell short of, or exceeded indeed this part 
of the country is seldom refreshed by copious rams, but, like Egypt, 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


^79 


depends on the overflowing of its river to fertilize the soil. The Irrawaddy, 
during the monsoon months, rises and subsides three or four times. As 
our distance from Ummeiapoora diminished, towns and villages on 
each side recurred at such short intervals, that it was in vain to, enquire 
the name of each distinct assemblage of houses; each, however had 
its name, and Vas for the most part inhabited by one particular class 
of people, professing some separate trade, or following some peculiar 
occupation. We were shewn a tomb erected to the memory of a person of 
high distinction, who had been accidentally drowned hear that place fifteen 
years before ; it was an oblong brick building, one story high, with eight 
’ or nine doois opening towards the river. Many beautiful temples and 
kioums would have engaged our attention, had we not already seen such 
numbers, and been assured that all we had viewed fell far short of those, 
which we should have an opportunity of beholding at the capital. We 
brought to late in the evening, at the lower landing place of what was once 
the city of Ava, and the metropolis of all the Birman empire. 

In the morning I took a hasty view of Aungwa, or Ava; it is divided into 
an upper and lower city, both of which are fortified ; the lower, which is the 
most extensive, I judged to be about foUr miles in ciicumference ; it is pro- 
tected by a wall thirty feet high, at the foot of which there is a deep and 
broad fosse. The communication- between the fort and the country is over 
a mound of earth crossing the ditch, that supports a causeway ; an em- 
bankment of earth in the inside sustains the waill ; the upper or smaller 
fort, which may be called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in cir- 
cuit, was muchjstrplger, -and more compact than the lower, but neither 
the upper nor the lower had a ditch on the side of the river. The walls 
^ are now mouldering into decay; ivy clings to the sides, and bushes, suf- 
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fered to grow at the bottom, imdermine the foundation, and have already 
caused large chasms m the ddferent feces of the fort The materials of the 
houses, cpnsistmg chiefly of wood, had, on the first order for removing, been 
transported to the new city of Ummerapoora but the ground, unless 
where it is covered with bushes, or ranh grass, still retams traces of former 
buildmgs and streets The lines of the royal palace, of theLotoo, or grand 
council hall, the apartments of the women, and the spot on which the 
Piasath, or imperial spire, had Atood, were. pomted out to us by our guide 
Clumps of bamboos, a few plantain trees, and tall thorns, occupy the 
greater part of the area of this lately flounshtng capital We observed 
two dwellmg houses of bnck and mortar, the rools of which had fellen in , 
these, our guide said, had belonged to Colars, or foreigners on enlenng 
one, we found it inhabited only by bats, which flew in our feces, whilst our 
sense of smelling was offended by their filth, and by the noisome mildew 
that hung upon the walls Numerous temples, on which the Birmans never 
lay sacnlegious hands, were dilapidating by time It is impossible to 
draw a more striking picture of desolation and rum 

Among the religious buddings withm the fort, one named Shoegunga 
Praw, no ways distinguished for size or splendour, ivas in former times 
held peculiarly sacred, and is still reverenced above the rest At the pre- 
sent day, when an officer of rank is about to enter on a great public trust, 
or a new commander is appointed to the army, the oath of allegiance is ad- 
ministered in this temple with great soleitmily, a breach of which is con- 
sidered the most heinous crime a Birman can be guilty of, and is inva 
nably punished by the severest tortures How Sli^ugOTga obtained this 
distinction I was not able to learn Wo were informed that a temple of 
much greater magnitude, named Logatherpoo Praw, stood a short distance 
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to the westward of the fort, in which was a colossal figure of Gaudma, 
formed out of a solid block of marble. This temple and image we had a 
better opportunity of viewing on our return. 

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bends again to the northward, when 
the opposite city of Chagain, and the spires, the turrets, and the lofty Pia- 
sath of Ummerapoora, create an unexpected pleasure, and exhibit a fine 
contrast to the gloomy and deserted walls of Ava. Chagain, on ^he north 
side, once, too, the seat of imperial residence, is situated partly at the foot, 
and partly on the side, of a rugged hill that is broken into separate emi- 
nences, and on the summit of each stands a spiial temple ; these temples, 
rising irregularly one above another to the top of the mountain, form a 
beautiful assemblage of objects, the effect of which is increased by their 
being carefully whitewashed, and kept in repair. As we sailed near the 
opposite shore, the sun shone full upon the hill, and its reflected rays 
displayed the scenery to the highest advantage ; in addition to this, the 
swollen state of the' river gave to the waters, the semblance of a vast lake, 
interspersed with islands, in which the foundations of Ummerapoora 
seemed to be immersed. Numberless boats were passing up and down, 
and the houses on the western, or rather southern shore, appeared, fi'om 
their uninterrupted succession, to be a continued town, or suburbs of a 
city^. 

At twelve o’clock we came to the mouth of the channM that communi- 
cates with the lake of Tounzemahn, through? which it receives its waters 
from’ the river. The situation of Ummerapoora has already been de- 

O 

scribed ; the southern face of the fort is washed, during the rainy season, 
by the waves of the lake, and the houses of the city and suburbs extend 
along the bank as far as the extreme point of land. Across the lake, and 

O o 
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opposite to the fort, stands the small village of Tounzemahn, near which, 
in a tall grove of mango, palmyra, and cocoa nut trees, a dwelhng was 
prepared for the Bntish deputation On entering the laLe, the number of 
boats that were moored, as in a harbour, to avoid the mfluence of the 
SM eeping' flood, the smgulanty of their construction, the height of the 
waters, which threaten mundation to tlie whole city, and the amphitheatre 
of lofty lulls that nearly surrounded us, altogether presented a no\ el scene, 
exceedingly mterestipg to a stranger We rowed towards the grove, whilst 
the greater part of the fleet went to theoppiosite side on reachmg the ban!, I 
perceived a war boat belonging to the Maywoon of Pegue, who, I under- 
stood, was at the grove -waiting our arrival I -was received on landing by 
Baba Sheen, and some infenor officers , they accompanied me to the house, 
which was situated about 300 yards from the brmk of the lake, oversha 
dowed by lofty trees, that completely defended it from the mendian sun 
When we came to the entrance of the virando, or balcony, the May 
woon of Pegue, the Goiemor of Bamoo, a provmce bordering on China, 
and the Woondock beforementioned, welcomed me to the capital Bfcmg 
seated on carpets spread along the floor, the conversation turned on general 
topics, and particularly on European geography , a subject on winch the 
Gov emorofBamoo appeared very desirous of information After some time, 
the Woondock addressmg himself to me, said, that hisBirraanMajestyhad 
been absent a lew montlis, at a country residence named Meengoung, where 
he was erecting a magnificent temple to their divinity Gaudma, but was 
expected to return soon to Ummeiapoora , that, in the mean time, in 
stnictions had been given to his ministers to provide every thing requisite 
for tlie accommodation of the English gentlemen, and that Baba-Shcen 
was commanded to reside near ns, in order to supply our vvants, and 
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to communicate our wishes : to this the Maywoon of Pegue added, that 
» 

the two infeiioi Serees, or provincial under secretaries, who had accom- 
panied us from Rangoon, were likewise directed to attend to our orders, 
and being persons to whom we were accustomed, would probabl/be more 
agieeable to us than entiie strangeis. 

These polite and hospitable attentions were i eceived and acknowledged by 
me with real satisfaction ; nor was- it at all diminished by thefiee;lom with 
which the WoCndock informed me, that it was contrary to the etiquette 
of the Birman couit, for a public minister fiom a foreign nation, to go 
abioad befoie his first audience. He therefore hoped I would not cross 
the lake in peison, or suffer any of my people to do so, until the ceie- 
monials weie past ; but as' our customs differed from theiis, and the Euro- 
peans habituated themselves to take exeiciserl was at full liberty to walk 
or ride into the countr)q or over the plains that lay between our dwell- 
ing and the hills, as far as I thought proper ; recommending to me at the 
same time, not to go to any great distance, as it would be considered' by 
the commgn people in the light of a derogation from my own conse- 
quence I thanked him for his counsel, which was delivered with many 
expressions of civility, and readily acquiesced in what he assured me was 
an established custom. 

This usage of debarnng a public minister fiom enteiing the capital 
previous to his first formal presentation, I understood was neither re- 
cent nor uncommon ; it has long been the known practice of the Biiman 
and Siamese governments ; Monsieur Loubere makes mention of it in his 
Account of an' Embassy* to Siam, sent from the court of- Louis the Four- 
teenth. It is founded on that cautious policy which governs all nations 
eastward of India^ in their intercourse with foreign states. 
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‘ CHAPTER XII 

c 

Place of Residence described — Depulalion from China provincial — not Im- 
perial t — Rhootn, a Building sometimes attached to private Houses — Rea 
son of it — Munificence of the Birman Government — Letter fromGeneral 
Erskine — opened by the Birman Minister — Apologp — Appearance of 
the adjacent Country — parched for Want of Rain — Cassay Farmers — 
Women industrious — row the Boats — fond of singing — CJunese Mu- 
sic discordant and troublesome — Indolence of the Chinese — King 
returns to the Capital — Eclipse of the Moon — Reason of Delay — • 
Pride of the Court — its Punctiliousness — Letter from the Governor- 
General translated — present a Memorial — Embassies usually consist 
of three Members^- — Visit from the junior Deputies from China — 
whimsical Ceremony — Return the Visit — Subject of Conversation 

A-s soon as my visitors took tbeir leave, I made a survey of our new 
habitation , it was a spacious house of one story, raised from the ground 
somewhat more than two feet, and better covered than Birman houses 
usually arc , it consisted of two good sized rooms, and a large virando, or 
balcony , the partitions and walls were made of cane mats, with latticed 
u mdoH s in the sides the shape of the roof u as such as distinguishes the 
houses of nobles it was altogether a comfortable habitation, and uell 
adapted to tlic climate Mr Wood bad a smaller house erected btiund 
mme, and parallel to it, and Dr Buchanan another at ngiit angles Small 
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sepai'atc luUs were constmeted for the guaid, and for our attendants ; the 
whole was sunounded by a stiong bamboo paling, which inclosed a court 
)aut. Thcic w'cre two cntiances by gates, one in front of my house, the 

* 

olhci backwards ; at each of these, on the outside of the paling, was a 
shed, in which a Birman guard was posted to protect us fion] thieves, 
keep off the populace, and probably to w’aich and report our movements. 

On the skirts of the same grove, in a line wdth our dwelling, similar 

houses were erected for thicc Chinese deputies, who had arrived at Um- 

* 

mcrapoora about tw’O months before us : these peisonages were repre- 
sented as composing a loyal mission from the imperitil city of Pekin, 
but circumstances early led me to suspect that their real character did not 
rise highci than that of a provincial deputation from Manchegee, orYunan, 
the soulh-w'cst piovince of China, w'hich borders on the kingdom of Ava, 
a conjecture that w^as aftenvards confirmed. They had accompanied the 
Governor of Bamoo, wdiich is the fiontier province, to the capital; and I 
understood that llicii business w^as to adjust some nicrcantile concerns re- 
lating to the jee, or mart, -where the commodities of the two empiies are 
brought and baitered. It was not at all improbable that the ‘mission had 
been sanctioned by the authoiity of the Emperor of China, especially as 
the principal membei of it was a native of Pekin, and had lately come from 
thence: but the false pride of the Birman court suggested the puerile* 
expedient of representing it to us as an imperial embassy, a distinction to 
which, I was privately informed from an authentic source, it possessed no 

* Thd Chinese seem to have been actuated by a policy equally absurd, when they 
informed Sir George Staunton, at the time of the formal introduction of Lord Macartney, 
that “Embassadors from Pegue” were present, and that “Siam, Ava, and Pegue were 
tributary to China such unworthy deceptions not being expected, could hardly be guarded 
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pretensions whaler er The members, howeyer, were treated apparently 
with much personal respect and attention 

The building denommated Rhoom, has already been described as the 
official Jiall of justice, where the members of provincial governments, and 
all municipal officers, are accustomed to assemble for the transaction of 
public busmess E\ery man of high rank in the Birman empire is- a magis- 
trate, and has a place of this descnplion and name contiguous to bis 
< 

dwelhng, but always on the outside of tlie enclosure of his court yard, and 
not surrounded by any fence or railing, m order to manifest publicity, and 
shew that it is the seat of majesty and justice, to which all mankmd may 
have free access An impenal mandate to a governor, or an order from a 
governor to a petty raiougee, or chief of a small town or dislnct, is mva- 
nably opened and read aloud m this sanctffied hall The Birman govern- 
ment, in the administration of public affairs, suffers no such thing as pri- 
vacy or concealment The rhoom is likewise an appendage of dignity, as 
It denotes him to whose habitation it is aimexed, to be a person of rank 
and consequence , a building of this sort was erected within a few yards 
of the front gate of our inclosure 

Tor two days after our landing, the boatmen and servants were cm 
ploj ed in transportmg our baggage from the boats to the house, and 
our time was chiefly taken up in arranging the domestic economy of our 
new residence, in<wlucli we found a liberal provision of all such necessa- 
ries as the natives themselves require, my rooms ircrc carpeted, but the 

r 

cliairs, tables, kc were my own Rice, gee (clarified butter), firewood, 

agairm Tht coarta of Ara aod Pekin a pp e ar to resemble each other In many points, bat inr 
none more than In their vanity, which often manlfcrti Itself In a manner not leal ridlcolotn 
than contemptible 
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and pots for diessing victuals, were supplied to our people in abundance. 
A few stalls, or petty shops, were established in the grove, to afford the 
smaller ingiedients of cookery, such as greens, spices, salt^ tamarinds. See. 
Here also tobacco and beetle leaf were sold ; and to enable our attendants 
to purchase such articles^ one hundred tackal, about £^1 sterling, were 
distributed amongst them : this was an act of munificence which I with 
great difficulty avoided the obligation of, m my own person, but nc? remon- 
strance could prevail on the Biiman officer to dispense with it in the 
instance of our domestics. 

The delinquent refugees, of whom mention has been made in a former 
part of this work, as having been surrendered by order of the Governor- 
General, to the justice of their country, had reached Ummerapoora some 
weeks previous to our arrival The Birman guard that escorted them had 
brought a letter directed to me from General Erskine, the English com- 
mander at Chittigong ; this letter the Birman minister, as it was alleged, 
through mistake, but more probably by design, caused to be opened, and 
procured a» translation from an Armenian interpreter. The circumstance 
was reported to the King, who ordered that the letter should be safely 
deposited in the Lotoo, and given to me on my ai rival : the royal injunc- 
tions were punctually obeyed ; an officer, in his dress of ceremony, brought 
it over A proposal was first made, that I should go myself to the rhoom, 
solicit its restoration, receive it as an act of grace, and do homage to the 
King, by bowing with my face towards the palace. From this I entirely 
dissented, as the cause of complaint was with me, and confidence had in some 
measure been violated by their breaking the seal. Ido not imagine that the 
proposition origmated from any authority, as it was immediately given up, 
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and the letter, in a sdk ^Tapper, was formally presented to me on a tray, 
by the oEScer who convej ed if across the lale 

Being now comfortably lodged, we had leisure to tabe a view of the ar- 
cumjacent country, and observe the objects that immediately surrounded 
us Behind the grove m which we hved tvas a smooth extensive plam, 
intersected by the embankments of what, in the past year, had been fields 
of nee, ‘but which promised, this season, to be an unproductive waste, 
owing to the uncommon drought notwithstanding the spot we were on 
was elevated very little above the present level of the lake, which bad now 
nearly reached its utmost height, yet the ground was parched up, and di- 
vided into chasms from want of moisture Dark and rugged mountams, 
about eight miles distant, bounded the prospect to the southwest several 
small villages were scattered over tlie plain, and on the skirts of the grove, 
inhabited, as we were informed, by native Cassayers, or the descend- 
ants of Cassayers, who had been earned into captivity by the Birman 
invaders during their predatory expeditions across the Keenduem 

The Seree who accompanied me said, that these people, whom he 
called Munmporeans, from Munnipore, the capital of Cassay, were in 
general become reconciled to their state of servitude, owing to their hav- 
ing been brouglit away very y oung from their own country tlie superior 
industry and skill winch tliey possess over the Birmans indiDerent branches 
of handicraft, supplied them with a comfortable subsistence Those in our 
neighbourhood nerc farmers'and gardeners, who cultivated pulse, greens, 
onions, and such vegetables as Birmans use , these articles they transport 
at an early hour across the lake to the city, where they retail them in the 
market, and bnng home tlie produce at night , this business is mostly 
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performed by females ; one man, commonly a person in years, accompa- 
nies each bdat, in which, standing eiect, he acts^as steersman, whilst the 
women, usually from ten to fourteen in number, sitting with their legs 

across, low short oars, or use paddles, according to the size of thi vessel ; 

) 

when they set out in a morning, they proceed in silence, but returning at 
night, theyjoin in jocund choms, and time the stroke of their oars to the bars 
of their song. Weweie serenaded every evening horn dusk till ten ©’clock by 
successive parties of these joyous females, whose strairjs, though unpolished, 
were always melodious and pleasing. The Birmans, both, men and women, 
aie fond of singing whilst at work; it lightens their labour: “ song sweet- 
ens toil, how mde soe’er the sound.” Unfortunately our music was not con- 
fined to these passing chantresses ; there were other pei formers, less agreeable, 
neaier to us. Oui neighbours, the deputies from China, unluckily for the 
repose of those from Biitain, Jiappened to be amateurs in their way, and 
had amongst their dependants a select band of musicians, such as I cer- 
tainly had never heard equalled ; it is impossible to desciibe the horrible 
noises that issued from gongs, dmms, cymbals, an instrument with two 
strings, which may be called a fiddle, and something like a clarionet, that 
sent forth a sound more grating to the ear than all the rest. This was their 
constant nocturnal amusement, which never ended before midnight, and 
was not once remitted, till the principal personage of the embassy became 
so indisposed that he could endure it no longer. Whilst he lingered we 
enjoyed tranquillity, but after his decease tke concert recommenced, and 
continued, to our great annoyance, till they quitted the grove to return to 
their native country. 

The opposite habits of different nations were here strikingly evinced in 
the dissimilarity between the manners of the English, and those of the 
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Chinese, the latter never left the precincts of their habitation, or mani- 
fested a desire to leave it, except to loll in easy chairs, and smoLe their 
long pipes in the cool of the evening on the margm of the lahe, about 
two or 'ihree hundred yards in front of their house. The English gen- 
tlemen accustomed themselves either to walk or nde three or four miles in 
the morning before breakfast, and the same distance m the afternoon, a 
circumstance that did not escape the notice of the Birmans My cus- 
tomary route was m a southern direction. Over pathways that led through 
nee fields, in my return makmg a arcuit along the green border of the 
lake Although there was not the least cause to apprehend either injury 
or insolence, I was always attended in my excursions- by six or eight 
soldiers, and by as many of my pnvate servants, armed with sabres, 
who seemed to attract no less notice than myself When I met any of 
the natives, particularly women, they squatted down into the posture 
of respect. As soon as the novelty of my appearance had a httle worm 
oEfi I was told that they were still anxious to know wh) a person con- 
sultmg his own amusement, and master of his own tune, should walk so 
fast , but on bemg informed that 1 was “ a Colar, or stranger, and that 
it was the custom of my country, they were reconciled to this as well as to 
every other act that did not coincide wth their own prejudices and usage 

In a few days the return of the King was announced by the dischaigc of 
< 

rockets, and by the general bustle that so important an event caused among 
all classes of people we sawnothmg of the display, wluch u e understood, 
on this occasion, ivas not at all pompous 

The period of our arrival occurred at a juncture that supplied the Bir 
man court uith a plausible excuse for postpomng tlie consideration of pub 
he busmess, and delaymg my formal reception, as well as the delis cry of 
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the letter from the Governor-General to the King. It so happened that in 

the ensuing month there was to be an eclipse of the moon, an operation of 
> 

nature, which they ascribe to the interference of a malignant demon. On 
such an occasion affaiis of state^ and all important matters of ^usiness, 
that will admit of procrastination, are put off to the following month. The 
astrologers were assembled to consult on the first foi tunate day after the 
lapse of that inauspicious moon, when they discovered that the se'^ienteenth 
of the month Touzelien, corresponding with the SOtlj of August^ was the 
eailiest that would occur, and that day was accordingly appointed for the 
public reception of the English embassy. 

Caution and policy had, peihaps, as great a share with the Birmans as 
supeistition, in thus retarding the ceremony of our introduction : it was 
to them a novel incident; they weie desirous to penetrate thoroughly into 
the objects we had in view, before any part of the subject came into 
foraial discussion. They might probably also wish to have an opportunity 
to judge of our national character, and to determine, from our conduct, 
in what manner to regulate their o'wn ; if such were their motives, they 
were consistent with that sagacity, which I found invariably displayed by 
the Birman government in all its resolutions and acts of a public nature. 

But the prevailing characteristic of the Birman court is pride ; like the 
sovereign of China, his Majesty of Ava acknowledges no equal ; indeed 
it is the fixed principle of all nations eastward of Bengal, to consider 
foreign ministers as suppliants come to sohcft protection, not as represen- 
tatives who may demand redi ess ; rather as vassals to render homage, than 
as persons vested with authority to treat on equal terms. Of this system I 
was early apprized, and felt no disappointment at hearing of a general 
a-umour cuirent among the higher ranks of Biimans, that a deputy had ar- 
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nved from the English government, bearing tnbute for their Kmg Reports 
of this nature were no otherwise regarded than as an admomtion to regu 
late my actions with scrupulous circumspection 

Amoi^st other regulations of this punctilious court, I was given to un- 
derstand, that It was not customary for the Kmg to receive any letter in a 
formal manner without bemg previously apprized of its contents This 
created some difficulty m respect to the letter from the Governor General, 
which was at lengthcsurmounted by an agreement on my part to admit of 
a copy bemg made m my presence, but it -was stipulated by them that it 
should be transcnbed in the rhoom adjacent to my house, and not m my 
private residence In this proposal I acquiesced, and accordmgly a formal 
deputation, consisting of seven or eight officers of state, was directed to 
proceed to the rhoom, where they were to open the letter, and see it pro- 
perly transcnbed these personages came nith much parade, apparelled 
in their robes of ceremony, on landing they ivalked directly to the 
rlioora, and havmg taken their seats, sent a Terrezogee, or mfenor officer, 
along with Baba Sheen, to request I would come, and brmg with me the 
Governor General s letter , I obeyed this summons, accompanied by 
the other gentlemen and our usual attendants On entenng the rhoom 
I was civilly desired, as the occasion was a solemn one, to make obeisance 
towards the piasatli, or spire of the royal palace, which nas more than tno 
miles distant, a ceremony I complied with by raising my right hand to my 
head, and making a slight inclination of my body, after the manner of the 
Mahomcdan Salaam Being seated, I delivered the letter, nhich ivas 
ivnttcn in English and m Persian, to the Woondock, or superior olB 
cer , It ivas immediately opened by a secretary and an Armenian inter 
preter, named Muckatces, i\ho spoke and wrote English fluently, nas 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


293 


ordered ,to make a copy in English, whilst a Mussulman moonshee made 
another in Peisian. When the writing was finished, I delivered a paper, 
which I desired might be laid before his Majesty’s council^ declaratory, in 

and views of the Governor-General 
in deputing me to the Birman court, and expressing my desire do main- 
tain a confidential intercourse with such persons as his Majesty, or his 
council, should think proper to authorize. 

The business being concluded I returned to my house, and received 

■m 

a ceremonious visit from the Birman officers, among whom there were 
some pei'sonages of high distinction; a Woondock, but not the one that 
met me at Pagahm, presided ; the master of the elephants, the old go- 
vernor of Peenkeing, two Sere-dogees, or secretaries of state, and some 
Other officers, whose names and stations I did not learn, were present ; 

' their robes, which were very graceful, were made either of velvet or flowered 
satin, with wide bodies, and loose sleeves : they all were invested with 
the chain of nobility, and wore caps covered with light-green tafiety. 
Three of higher'rank than the rest, had a wreath of gold leaves encircling 
the bottom of their caps, not unlike the strawberry leaves in a ducal coro- 
net ; their attendants, who were numerous, carried a variety of utensils, 
such as their beetle bpx, water flaggon, drinking cup, and spitting pot, of 
which latter, from their filthy practice of chewing beetle, they stood m 
constant need. I regaled them with tea, and English raspbeiry jam spread 
-on biscuits : although they praised, I do not^thmk they much relished our 
preserve ; they ate sparingly, and refreshed themselves with copious bowls 
of tea, unadulterated either by cream or sugar. 

About this time the Chinese minister, who has already been mentioned 
as labouring imder severe indisposition, sent me a polite message, 


general terms, of the friendly wishes 
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cxpressmg his regret that he had it not in his power to visit me in person, 
but that his two colleagues would wait on me whenever I should be at 
leisure to receive them , I returned my acknowledgments, and appointed 
the following day 

It IS Aistomary among nations eastivard of Bengal, when a public depu 
tation is sent to a foreign court, to nominate three members, who consti 
tute a councd , although the president or chief of these is invested with 
all the power, and controls the proceedings of the rest, yet the distmction 
between them is not so wide as to preclude the juniors from a high degree 
of consequence being attached to their stations , and in case of the demise 
of the principal, the senior survivor executes all diplomatic functions, thus 
wisely guardmg against any impediment which a casually might throw m 
the way of negotiation. 

The tivo jtmior members of the Chinese deputation came at the ap 
pomted hour, accompanied by seven or eight attendants There is 
no personage on earth so solemn and ceremomous as a Chinese officer 
of state, his digmty is preserved by profound sdence, unless when occa 
Sion renders it necessary to exercise the faculty of speech, which is always 
slow, monotonous, and dull , even gentlemen in the familiarity of pnvate 
life, seldom depnt from their gravity, or relax mto a smile On entenng 
a room where there is company, good breedmg is evinced by a modest but 
pertinacious refitsal to sit down till the master of the house is first sealed, 
which w ould be an equal violation of decorum on his part Tins custom, 

I was told, sometimes produces a very ludicrous scene, and the guests are 
not unfrcquently obliged to be dragged to their cTiairs, aiid placed in them 
almost by compulsion My house being about to undergo some alteration, 

I had caused a smte of tertts, winch I had brought with me, to be pitched 
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for our temporal y accommodation ; in these I made an^angements to receive 
my visitors, who were exact to their time. On entering the door of the 
marquee they both made an abrupt stop, and resisted all solicitation to ' 
advance to chairs that had been prepared for them, until I shoulcyfirst be 
seated ; in this dilemma Dr. Buchanan, who had visited China, advised 
me what was to be done ; I immediately seized on the foremost, whilst the 
Doctor himself grappled with the second; thus we soon fixed them* in their 
seats, both parties, during the struggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin Chin, 
the Chinese term of salutation- The conveisation was not at all lively or 
interesting, for though I sat between them, our words had to make a wide 
circuit before they reached each other’s comprehension. I spoke in the 
language of Hindostan to a Mussulman who understood Birman, he deli- 
vered it to a Birman who spoke Chinese, this Birman gave it to the first 
official domestic, who repeated it to his master in tlie Chinese tongue- 
Our wines, poit, elaiet, and Madeira, all excellent of their kind, weie 
served up these, however, were too cold for Chinese palates ; my visitants 
did not seem to relish them; but when cherry-brandy was introduced, 
their approbation was manifested by the satisfaction witli which each of 
them swallowed a large glass full of the liquor : they tasted our tea, and, 
before they departed, politely presented me witli some fans, two or three 
pieces of silk, two small boxes of tea, and three bottles of shouchou, a very 
fieiy spirit distilled from rice, of which the Chinese are extremely fond- I 
letumed the visit on the following day, and was received with as much 
pomp and ostentation as circumstances would admit: in front of the 
house a silk ensign waved, on which was embroideied the imperial dragon 
of China, and at their gate were suspended whips and chains, importing 
the power which the owner possessed to inflict coiporal punisliment. The 
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two junior members met me at the threshold of their habitation, apologized 
for the unavoidable absence of the chief personage, and introduced me 
into a hall, the walk of which were concealed hy screens of sdk, and the 
chairs i^vered with loose pieces of satm, this mtemew was rendered 
more mterestmg than the former, by a spontaneous question on the part 
of the senior Chmese, to know whether I had heard of the safe amval of 
Lord Macartney m England His lordship havmg left China only the pre 
cedmg year, it was not possible to have had accounts of his reachmg Eng- 
land, and the issue of his lordship s negotiations was at that time wholly un 
known , consequently, bemg unacquainted both with the objects and event 
of that splendid mission, I felt myself rather on dehcate ground m regard to 
the enquines ivhich I, on my {lart, wished to make In order to draw some 
conclusion firom their discourse, I encouraged them to pursue the topic, by 
asbng how his lordship s health had borne tbe vicissitudes of cbmale , 
they repbed that they only knew of the embassy from report, and seemed 
reluctant to enter mto particulars, with which, it is probable, they 
uere entirely unacquainted , I did not, therefore, press the subject far 
ther, but I ivas not sufiered to remam long m doubt what their sentiments 
Here Chmese vanity scarcely yields to that of the Birmans , here was an 
opportunity, by exaggeration and misrepresentation, of indulgmg their own 
pnde at the expence of the English nation, which, m the accounts circu- 

c 

lated by them at Ummerapoora respecting the embassy to China, they did 
not neglect They treated us with tea and sweetmeats, and smoked their 
long pipes with unrelaxcd solemnity I repaid their civilities by giving 
them some broad cloth and brandy, and took my lease 

The alterations m my omi dwelling, which I had suggested, were 
quickly carried mto elTcct, and by an order from the Lotoo or grand 
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, Council, a small additional building, of a square form, and raised from the 
ground, was erected within the enclosure of our court, for the reception of 
the presents intended for his Majesty. I was given to understand that 


this building was meant as a compliment to what they thought proper to 


J. 


term, among themselves, “ tribute from the King of England;” but as no 
such arrogant assumption was ever publicly professed, I could not take 

t 

notice of mere rumour : it was, however, privately intimated to me, that 
keeping our tents pitched, would be considered by, the court in the light 
of a reflection upon its hospitality, and an inference^ would be drawn 
from it, that we weie discontented with our habitation. I immediately 
ordered the maiquees to be struck, nothing being farther from my inten- 
tion than to give umbrage, or express dissatisfaction, for which indeed, in 
the present instance, there was certainly no ground. 

The interval that elapsed between the time of our arrival at Ummera- 
poora, and of our formal introduction at court, afforded us leisure to 
acquire some insight into the customs, religious tenets, and moral economy 
of the Birman nation. Instead, therefore, of filling up the chasm by an 
unimportant journal, m which the acts of one day differed but little from 
those of the preceding, I shall dedicate a few pages to a more general ac- 
count of the country, and endeavour, as fai as oui own circumscribed 
observation, and the information of others enabled us, to illustiate tlie 
character of this people from their manners, and their state of society fiom 
the progress which the arts had made, and from the usages of the inha- 
bitants in common life. 
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CHAPTER xm 

RtUgion of the Birmans — their Laws — Jurisdiction of the Metropolis 
— Lawyers — the Royal Establishment — Council of Stale — Ojfurs — 
Honours not hereditary — Insignia of Rank — Dress — Resemblance to 
the Chinese — Marriages — Funerals — Population — Revenue 

After what has been wntten, there can be little necessilj^ to inlorm my 
readers that tlie Birmans are Hindoos not votaries of Brahma, but sectaries 
of Boodh, which latter is admitted by Hmdoos of all descriptions to be 
the ninth Avatar, * or descent of the deity in lus capacity of preserver He 
reformed the doctrines contained in the Vedas, and severely censured the 
sacrifice of cattle, or depriving any being of life he is called the author of 
happiness his place of residence was discovered at Gaya in Bengal, by 
Uie illustrious Amara,+ renowned amongst men, “ who caused an image 
“ of the supreme Boodh to be made, and he worshipped it reverence be 
“ unto thee in the form of Boodh , reverence be unto thee. Lord of the 
“ Earth , reverence be unto thee, an incarnation of the deity , and, eternal 
“ one, reverence be unto thee, O God in the form of Mercy 

C 

• Sir Wnilltm Jon«, on the Godi of Greece, ind India* 

t See the translation of a ShanKrIt loccHptlon on a atone found In the temple of Boodh, 
at Gap, by Mr WiUcini. Asiat Research Vol I I am Indebted for the annexed repre- 
aentation of the image of Boodh, at Gap, to the kindnen of Lord Teignmoutlu The reader 
ttHI obterre the close resemblance it bears to that of the Birman Gaudtna 
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China, and that he was also the god of Japan, and the Woden of the 
Goths, an opinion which corresponds with, and is perhaps grafted on, the 

c 

information of the learned and labonous Ksmpfer,* corroborated ailer- 
wards by his own researches On whatever grounds the latter inference 
rests. It will not tend to weaien the behef of his first position, when I ob- 
serve that the Chinese deputies, on the occasion of our introduction to the- 
Seredaw pr high priest of the Birman empire, prostrated themselves before 
him, and aftenvards ^dored an image of Gaudma with more rehgious fer- 
vour than mere pphteness, or acquiescence m the customs of another nation, 
would have excited the Bonzes also of China, hke the Rhahaans of Ava, 
wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in many of their customs and 
ceremonies there may be traced a stnhng simihtude 

Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship of Boodh, the wide eK-. 
tent of Its reception cannot be doubted. The most authentic wnter+ on 
the eastern peninsula calls the image of Gaudma, as worshipped by the 
Siamese, Somona codom bemg unacquainted with the language of Siam, 
which from so short a residence as four months, it was impossible he could 

* Spcaklog of the Budz, or Seaka, of the Japanese, Kzmprer ays, I hare strong reasons 
** to believe, both from the affinity of the name, and the very nature of this religion, that Its 
•* author and founder u the very same person whom the Bramlns call Bndha, and believe to 
** be the essential spirit of Wishoa, or their deity, who made his ninth appearance m the world 
“ tinder this name the F^uen call him Samana Kbutama*** Hlit< Japan, Book IV ch 6. 

Treating on the loirodaction of Boodh into China, the same author says, ** About the 
** year of Christ 518) one Damu, a great saint, and twenty third successor on the holy see 
** of Scaka (fiitdha), came over Into China from Seltcnscku, as the Japonese writers explain 
** It, that Is, from that part of thn world which lies westward with regard to Japan, and laid, 
properly speaking, the fint firm foundation of the Budsdolsm in that mighty empire. 1 
Book IV ch 6 t Loubere 
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China, and that he was ailso the god of Japan, and the Woden of the 
Goths, an opinion which corresponds with, and is perhaps grafted on, the 
information of the learned and laborious Kaempfer,* corroborated after- 
wards by his own researches On whatever grounds the latter inference 
rests, it will not tend to weaken the behef of his first position, when I ob- 
serve that the Chinese deputies, on the occasion of our intrdduction to the 
Seredaw pr high pnest of the Birman empire, prostrated themselves before 
him, and afterwai'ds ^dored an image of Gaudma with more religious fer- 
vour than mere pphteness, or acquiescence m the customs of another nation, 
would have excited the Bonzes also of China, like the Rhahaans of Ava, 
wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in many of their customs and 
ceremonies there may be traced a stnkmg simihtude 

Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship of Boodh, the wide ex 
tent of its reception cannot be doubted The most authentic wnter+ on 
tlie eastern penmsula calls the image of Gaudma, as worshipped by the 
Siamese, Somona codom bemg unacquainted with the language of Siam, 
which from so short a residence as four months, it was impossible he could 

• Speaking of the Budz, or Seaka, of the Japanese, Kxmpfcr says, " I have strong reasons 
" to believe, both from the affimty of the name, and the very nature of this religion, that Its 
** author and founder is the very tame person whom the Bramlns call Budha, and bellcTC to 
" be the essential spirit of Wlshna, or their ddty, who made his ninth appearance In the world 
** under this namei tiic Peguers call him Samana Khutama ” Hist Japan, Book IV ch 6. 

Treating on the Introduction of ,Boodh Into China, the same author says, About the 

year of Christ 518, one Darma, a great saint, and twenty third successor on tlie holy see 
** of Seaka (Budha), came over into China from Seitcnscku, as the Japunesc writers explain 
** It, that Is, from that part of the world which lies westward with regard to Japan, and laid, 

" properly speaking, the first firm foundation of the Budsdoism In that mighty empire 
Book IV cb 6 + Loubcrc 
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China, ’ and that he was also the god of Japan, and the Woden of the 
Goths, an opinion which corresponds with, and is perhaps grafted on, the 

t 

information of the learned and labonous Kampfer,* corroborated ailer-* 
wards by his oivn researches On whatever grounds the latter inference 
rests, it will not tend to weaken the behef of his first position, when I ob- 
scne that the Chmese deputies, on the occasion of our introduction to th& 
Sercdaw pr high pnest of the Birman empire, prostrated themselves before 
him, and afterwards adored an image of Caudma with more religious fer- 
vour than mere p5hteness,or acquiescence m the customs of another nation, 
would have excited the Bonzes also of Chma, like the Bhahaans of Ava, 
wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and m many of their customs and 
ceremonies there may be traced a striking sunihtude 

Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship of Boodh, the wide ex- 
tent of Its reception cannot be doubted The most authentic wnter+ on 
the eastern peninsula calls the image of Gaudma, as worshipped by the 
Siamese, Somona codom being unacquainted with tlie language of Siam, 
whicli from so short a residence as four montlis, it was impossible he could 

* SpeJclng of the Budz^ or Seakz, of the Japanese, Kamipfcr ajs, 1 hare strong reasonz 
** to belicre, both from the affioUj of the tume, and the vtrj nature of this religion, that Its 
*< author and founder Is the very same person whom the Bramloi call Budha, and beUere to 
be the essenilal ipint of \VIshaa, or their deity, vrbo made his ninth appearance in the world 
** under this name t the Pcguen call him Samana Khutamn ** Hist Japan, Book I V clu 6. 

Treating on the uiroductioa of ^oodh Into China, the pmg author says, ** About the 
** year of ChtUi 518, one Damu, a great saint, and twenty third successor on the holy see 
** of Seaka (BudhaJ, came over Into China frooi Seitcmeku, as the Japanese wnters explain 
** It, that Is, from that part of the world which lies westward with regard to Japan, and laid, 
** pioperly speaking, the £xst firm faindatioo of the p*> dv ^r * iirn la that mighty empire ^ 
Bodu IV ch.6. t Loubcrc 
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nor of the north, but to the ongtnal deity Odhn, the attnbutes of the latter 
are as widely opposed to those of Soodh, who was himself only an incar- 
nation of Vishnu, as the dates are incongruous The deity, whose 'doc- 
tnnes were introduced into Scandinavia, was a god of terror, and lus 
votaries earned desolation and the sword throughout whole regions , but 
the Ninth Avatar* brought the peaceful ohve, and came mto the world 
for the sole purpose of preventing sangmnary acts These apparent incon- 
sistencies will naturally lead us to hesitate in acLnowledgmg Boodh and 
Woden to be the same person ^ their doctrmes are opposite, and their eras 
arc w idcly remote. 

Had tliat distinguished genius,+ whose learning so lately lUummed the 
East, been longer spared for the instruction and delight of manhmd, he 
would probably have elucidated this obscunty, and have removed the dusty 
veil that still hangs over the religious legends of antiquity The subject^ 
as It now stands, affords an ample field for indulging in pleasing theones, 
and fanciful speculations , and as the probability increases of bemg able 
to trace all forms of divine worship to one sacred and primeval source, 
the inquiry in proportion becomes more mterestmg, and awakens a tram 
of senous Ideas in a reflecting mind 

It would be as unsatisfactory as tedious, to attempt leading my reader 
through the mazes of mythological fable, and extravagant allegory, m 
which the Ilindob religion, both Bramimeal and Doodhic, is enveloped 

* See the accotiDt of the Ninth AvjUar, b/ the Rcr Mr ^faurice, In hli HUtorj 
uMian, Vol II Part 3 t I need bordl/ obserre that I mean Sir WilUam Jone»« 

X General Vallanccj, >0 justijr celebrated for bis knovrlcJge of the antiquitlca of hb 
country, has capressed his perfect conrlctloa that the Hindoos hare been in Bntain and In 
Ireland. See Major Ouaclcjs Orienul Ccllection, Vol II Much auemlon is certain!/ 
dee to such rctpcctable auihonty 
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and obscuied; it may be sufficient to observe, that the Biimans believe in 
the Metempsychosis, and that, aftei having undergone a certain number of 
transmigrations, their souls will at last either be received into their 
Olympus on the mountain Meru,'^ oi be sent to suffer torments in a place 
of divine punishments. Meicy they hold to be the first attiibute of the 
divinity: “ Reverence be to thee, O God, in the form of Meicy;” and they 
worship God by extending mercy unto all his cieatmes. ' 

9 

The laws of the Birmans, hk6 their religion, are Hindoo ; in fact there 
is no separating their laws fiom their leligion: divine authority Tevealed 
to Menu the sacied piinciples in a hundred thousand slocas, or veises; 
Menu promulgated the code; numerous commentaries + on Menu were com- 
posed by the Munis, or old philosophers, whose tieatises constitute the 
Dherma Sastra, or body of law. 

The Birmans generally call their code Derma Sath, or Sastra ; it is one 
among the many commentaiies on Menu: I was so foitunate as to pio- 
cure a translation of the most lemaikable passages, which vere rendered 
into Latin by Padre Vincentius Sangeimano, and, to my great surprise, I 
found it to correspond closely with a Persian version of the Arracan code, 
which is now in my possession. From the inquiries, to which this ciicum- 
stance gave rise, I learned that the laws, as well as the religion of the 

Meru properly denotes the pole, and, according to the learned Captain Wilford, it is the 
celestial north pole of the Hindoos, round which they plaice the garden of Indra, and describe 
it as the seat of delights. 

+ The code of Geiftoo laws, translated by Mr. Halhed, I am informed, is a compilation 
from the different commentaries on Menu, who was “ the grandson of Bramah, the first of 
created beings,” and whose work, as translated by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all 
^ Hindoo jurisprudence. 
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Birmans, had found tlieirivay mto the Ava country from Arracan, and came 
ongmally from Ceylon * The Birman system of jurisprudence is replete 
ivith sound morality, and, m my opimon, is distmguished above any other 
Hmdoo commentary for perspicuity and good sense , it provides specifi 
calJy Ibr almost every species of cnme that can be committed, and adds 
a copious chapter of precedents, and decisions to guide the mexpenenced^ 
in cases'll here there is doubt and dilEculty Tnal by ordeal and impreca- 
tion are the only absurd passages in the boob , but on the subject of women 
It IS, to an 'European, oflensively indecent , libe tlie immortal Menu, it 
tells the pnnce and the magistrate their duty, m language austere, manly, 
and energetic, and the exhortation at the close is at once noble and 
pious, the foUowmg extracts will serve as a specimen, 

“ A country may be said to resemble mill, in which oppression is hie 
" to Avater, Avhen ivater is mmgled with mill, its sweetness immediately 
“ vanishes , in the same manner oppression destroys a fair and flourishing 
" country The royal Surlaabt- will only inhabit the clearest stream, so 
" a pnnce can never prosper m a distracted empire By dnnling pure 
“ mill the body is strengthened and the palate is gratiEed, but when 
“ mingled uith water, pleasure no longer is found, and the spnngs of 
“ health gradually decline. 

* iVi an l 0 coiuc«tible proof that the Qlrmaoa acknowledge the superior antiquit/ of the 
CIngalcxc, and the receptloa of tbev" rcbglon and lawi from that quarter, the King of Ara 
ha* sent, w liUn ihoc few year*, at separate times, two roeuengen, person* of learning and 
rtipcctabtlity, to Ceylon, to procure the ortgioal book* on which ihclr tenet* are founded ; 
and, In one Icutancc, the Dlrman mlnistcf made an official application to the GoYcmor Ge- 
neral of IndrSi to protect and a**lyt the person charged with the ccmmlnloo 

t Cutcro* ThU 1* a Pcnlan term, used by the hlahomcdao traiulator 
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“ A wise piince resembles a sharp sword, which at a single stroke cuts 
“ through a pillar with such keenness that the fabric still remains un- 
“ sh^en *, with equal keenness his discernment will penetrate advice. 

A wise prince is dear to his people^ as the physician is to the sick 
man, as light to those that aie in darkness, as unexpected sight to the 
“ eyes of the blind; as is the full moon on a wintery night, and milk to 
the infant from the breast of his mother.” 

J 

The commentator then proceeds to denounce tremendous judgments 

j 

against an oppiessive prince and a corrupt judge ; the latter is thus cuid- 
ously menaced : 

“ The punishment of his crimes, who judges iniquitously, and decides 
“ falsely, shall be greater than though he had slain one thousand women, 
“ one hundred piiests, or one thousand horses.” 

The book concludes as follows * 

“ Thus have the learned spoken, and thus have the wise decreed, that 
litigation may cease among men, and contention b6 banished the land ; 
“ and let all magistrates and judges expound the laws, as they are herein 

j 

“ written ; and to the extent of their understanding, and according to the 
“ dictates of their conscience, pronounce judgment agreeably to the tenor 
of this book : let the welfare of their country, and the benefit of their 
fellow-creatures, be their continual study, and the sole object of their 
attention: let them ever be mindful of the supieme dignity of the Rou- 
“ lah* and the Bramins, and pay them that reverence which is due to 
“ their sacred characters : let them observe becoming respect towards all 
“ men, and they ^hall shield the weak from oppression, support the help- 
‘‘ less, and, in particular cases, mitigate the severity of avenging justice. 

* The Arracan name for Rhahaan. 
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“ It shall be the duty of a pnnce, and the magistrates of a prmce, wsely 
“ to regulate the internal pohce of the empire, to assist and befriend the 
peasants, merchants, fanners, and those who follow trades, that^tbey 
“ may daily mcrease m worldly wealth and happmess , they shall promote 
“ all works of chanty, encourage the opulent to relieve the poor, and 
“ hbcrally contnbute to pious and laudable purposes , and whatsoever 
“ good works shall be promoted by their mfluence and example, whatsoever 
“ shall be given in charity, and whatsoever benefit shall accrue to mankmd 
“ Com theit^g^eavours, it shall all be preserved in the records ofheaven, 
“ one sixth part of which, though the deeds be the deeds of others, yet shall 
“ it be ascnbed unto them , and at the last day, at the solemn and awfid 
“ hour of judgment, the recordmg spirit shall produce them, mscnbed on 
“ the adamantine tablet of human actions But, on the other hand, if the 
“ prospenty of the nation be neglected, if justice be suffered to he dor 
“ mant, if tumults arise, and robbenes are committed, if rapine and foul 
■' assassination stalk along the plams, all cnmes that shall be thus perpe 
“ Irated through their renussness, one sixth part shall bo brought to their 
“ account, and fall with weighty vengeance on their heads , the dreadful 
“ consequences of which surpass the power of tongue to utter, or of pen 
“ to express 

Laus, thus dictated byrehgion, are, I believe, m general, conscientiously 
admmistered The criminaljunsprudence of theBirmans is lement m par- 
ticular cases, but ngorous in others , whoever is found guilty of an undue 
assumption of power, or of any crime that mdicates a treasonable intent, 
IS punished by tlie severest tortures The first coramifsion of theft does 
not incur the penally of deatli, unless the amount stolen be above 800 
kiat, or tackal, about £'100 or attended with circumstances of atrocity, 
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such as minder, or mutilation. In the fonner case the culprit has a round 
maik impiinted on each cheek by gunpowder and punctuation, and on 
his bieast the woid thief, with the article stolen; for the second offence 
he is depiived of an arm, but the thiid inevitably produces capital punish- 
ment : decapitation is the mode by which criminals suffer, in the perform- 
ance of which the Birman executioners are exceedingly skillul. 

The city of Ummeiapooia is divided into four distinct suboidinate 
jurisdictions, in each of which a Maywoon piesides. This officer, who, in 
the piovmces, is a viceioy, in the metiopolis resembles a mayor, and holds 
a civil and ciimmal couit of justice; in capital cases he transmits the evi- 
dence in wilting, with his opinion, to the Lotoo, or grand chamber of con- 
sultation, wheie the council of state assembles ; the council, after close 
examination into the documents, repoits upon them to the King, who 
either paidons the offender, or oideis execution of the sentence : the May- 
woon is obliged to attend in person, and see the punishment cairied into 
effect. 


Civil suits may be tiansleircd horn the couits of the Maywoons to the 
Lotoo ; this lemoval, however, is attended with a heavy expence. There 
are legulai established laivyers, who conduct causes, and plead; eight 
only are licensed to plead in the Lotoo; they aie called Ameendozaan : 
the usual fee is five tackal, equal to sixteen shillings, but the government 
has large profits on all suits that are brought into court. > 

There is no country of the East in which the loyal establishment is 
arranged with more minute attention than in the Birman court ; it is 
splendid without being wasteful, and numerous without confusion; the 
most distinguished members, when I was at the capital, were : the Sovereign, 
his principal queen, entitled Nandoh Praw, by whom he has no sons ; his 
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second wife, ilyacL Nandoh, by whom he has two sons , the Engy Teekem,* 
or PnnceRo)'aJ, and Pee Teekien, or Pnnce of Prome The princes of 
Tongho, Bassien, and Pagahm, are byfavounte concubines Meedahf’raw 
IS a pnncess of high dignity, and mother of the chief queen The pnnce 
royaJ is mamed, and has a son and two daughters, all } otmg , the son 
takes precedence of his uncles, the crown descendmg to the male heirs 

in a direct line Tliese were the pnncipal personages of the Binnan 

* 

royal lamily 

Next injan^to the princes of the blood royal are the Woongees,+ or 
chief ministers of state The established number is four, but the place of 
one has long been s-acant these form the,^reat rulmg council of the 
nation , they sit m the Lotoo, or pnpenal hall of consultation, every day, 
except on the Birman sabbath, from twelve till three or four o clock, or 
later, as tliere luppens to be busmess , they issue mandates to the May 
woons, or viceroys of the dillerent provinces , they control every depart- 
ment of the state, and, m fact, govern the empire, subject always to the 
pleasure of the King, nhose will is absolute, and power undefined 

To assist m the administration of allairs, four officers, called IVoondocks, 
arc associated null iheWoongees, but of far inferior authority, they sit in 
the Lotoo, in a dchberatis e capacity, having no v ote , they give their opi 
mons, and may record their dissent from any measure that is proposed, 
but the Woongeeo decide the Woondocks, however, are frequently eii 
ploy cd to carry into execution busmess of great public importance 
Four Allan oons, or tmnislers of the mtenor, possess a degree of in- 

• Oftco called Engy Prawr 

+ Wooo ilgnlEcj burthen , ihcccttDjxxiod word Implioi IkarcroTthc Great Burthen. 
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fluciicc that sometimes counteiacls witii success the views and wishes of 
the AVoongees; these the King selects to be his piivy counscllois, fiom 
their talents, and the opinion he entci tains of their integrity: they have 
access to him at all times; a piivilege which the principal Woongee does 
not enjoy. 

There are four chief secietaries, called Sere-dogees, who have numerous 
wiiiers, or inferior Serees, under them. , 

Four Nachaangee sit in the Lotoo, take notes, and rfepoit whatever is 
imnsacted. 

Four Sandohgaan regulate all ceiemonials, introduce strangeis of lank 
into the royal presence, and aie the bearers ol messages from the council 
of state to the King, 

There are nine Sandoiiains, or leaders^ whose business it is to lead ail 
official wiitings, petitions, kc. Every document, in which the public is 
concerned, or that is brought before the council in the Lotoo, is read aloud. 

The four May woons, already mentioned, are restricted to the magisterial 
supcrintcr)dance of their lespcctivc quarters of the city ; they have nothing 
farther to do with the Lotoo, than to obey the commands they receive 
from thence. 

The Assay woon, or paymaster-general, is also an officer of high impor- 
tance ; the place is at picsent held by one of the Woongees, who is called 
Assay Woongee. " 

There are several other officeis of distinp tion, who bear no ostensible 
share in the administration of public affairs, such as the Daywoon, or 
King’s aiTnour-bearer ; the Chaingeewoon, or master of the elephants ; 
^also the Woons of the Queen’s household, and that of the prince royal. 
^P^ich of the junior princes has a distinct establishment. 
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In the Birman government there are no hereditary dignities or employ- 
ments , all honours and offices, on the demise of the possessor, revert to 
the crown 

The tsaloe, or cham, is the badge of the order of nobihty, of which 
there are diQerent degrees, distinguished by the number of strings, or 
small chains, that compose the ornament, these strmgs are fastened by 
bosses where they mute three of open chain worL is the lowest rank , 
three of neatly twisted wire is the next , then of six, of nme, and of twelve , 
no subject is ever honoured with a higher degree than twelve , the King 
alone wears twenty four 

It has already been noticed, that almost every article of use, as well as 
ornament, particularly m tlieir dress, indicates the rank of the owner, the 
shape of the beetle box, which is earned by an attendant after a Burman of 
distinction wherever he goes, his ear nngs, cap of ceremony, horse fur- 
niture, even the metal of which his spitting pot and dnnkmg cup are made 
{which, if of gold, denote him to be a man of high consideration), all are 
indicaUvc of the gradations of society , and woe be unto lum that assumes 
the insignia of a degree which is not ins legitunate nght 

The court dress of the Birman nobihty is very becoming , it consists of 
a long robe eillier of flowered satin or velvet, reachmg to the ankles, with 
an open colhr and loose sleeves , qver this tliere is a scarf, or flowing 
mantle, that hangs from llie shoulders, and on them lieads tiiey wear 
higli caps made of velvet, cither plain, or of sdk embroidered with flowers 
of gold, according to the rank of thif wearer Ear rings arc a part of male 
dress , persons of condition use tubes of gold about three mches long, and 
as thick as a large quill, whicli expands at one end like the mouth of 
speabng tnmipct , others wear a heavy mass of gold beaten mto a p{3>e) 
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and rolled up ; this lump of metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear, 
and drags it down hy the weight to the extent sometimes of two inches.^ 
The women likewise have their distinguishing paraphernalia ; their t»lh is 
tied in a bunch on the top of the head, and bound round with a fillet, the 
embroidery and ornaments of which express their respective ranksi; a short 
shift reaches to the pit of the stomach, is drawn tight by strings, and sup- 
portS'the breasts; over that is a loose jacket with close sleeves ; round 
their w'aist they roll a long piece' of silk, or cloth, which,^ reaching to their 
feet, and sometimes trailing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is then 
tucked in. When women of condition go abroad, they put on a silk sash, 
^resembling a long shawl, which crosses their bosom, and is thrown over 
the shoulders, gracefully flowing on each side. The lowest class of 
females often wear only a single garment, in the form of a sheet, which, 
wrapped round the body, and tucked in under the arm, crosses their 
breasts, which it scarcely conceals, and descends to their ankles ; thus, 
when they walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps, is necessaiily 
opened by the protrusion oTthe leg, and displays to a side view as high as 
the middle of the thigh; such an exposure, in the opinion of an European, 
bears an indecent appearance, although it excites no such idea in them- 
selves. There is an idle and disgusting story related by some writeis, re- 
specting the origin of this fashion, which, being wholly unfounded, does 
not deserve repetition : it has been the established national mode of 
dress from time immemoiial^ and every woman, when walking, must shew 

j 

great part of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat is always open 
in front, instead bf being closed by a seam. 

Women, in full dress, stain the palms of their hands, and theirnails, of a 
red colour^ for which they use a vegetable j'uice, and stiew on their bosoms 
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powder of sandal n ood, or of a bark called Sunneka, with winch some rub 
their faces Both men and women tmge the edges of their ejelids, and 
theiKJeeth « ith black , this latter operation gives to their mouths a Very 
unseemly appearance m the eyes of an European, which is not dimi- 
nished by their bemg constantly filled with beetle leaf Men of rank 
wear, in common dress, a tight coat, wuth long sleeves made of mushn, or 
of extremely line nankin, which is manulactured m the country, also a 
silk ivrapper that^ encircles the waist the working class are usually naked 
to the middle, but in the cold season a mantle or vest of European broad 
cloth IS highly prized 

The Birmans in their features bear a nearer resemblance to the Chmese 
than to the natives of Hindostan The women, especially m the northern 
part of the empire, are fairer than Hindoo females, but not so delicately 
formed , the) are, how ever, well made, and m general inchned to corpulence 
their hair is black, coarse, and long The men are not tall in stature, but 
active and athletic , they hav e a very youthful appearance, from the cus- 
tom of plucking tlicir beards instead of using the razor they tattoo their 
thighs and arms into vanous fantastic shapes and figures, which they 
behove operate as a charm against the weapons of their enemies Neither 
the men nor women arc so cleanly m their persons as the Hmdoos of 
India, among whom diurnal ablution is a religious as well as a moral 
duty Girls are /aught at an early age to turn their arms in such a man- 
ner as to make them appear distorted when the arm is extended the 
elbow IS Inverted, tlic inside of the joint bemg protruded, and the external 
part bending inwards, from tins cause the pendent aim m the plates 
seems as though it were broken, the representation is nevertheless per 
fcclly fiitliful 
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Marriages among the Birmans aie not contracted until the parties attain 
the age of pubeity: the contiact is purely civil; the ecclesiastical jm 
diction having nothing to do with it. The law prohibits polygamy, 'ind le- 
cognizes but one wife, who is denominated Mica ; concubinage, however, 
is admitted to an unlimited extent. A man may lepudiate his wife under 
particular circumstances, but the process is attended with a heavy expence. 
Concubines, living in tlie same house with the legitimate wife, are, by law, 
obliged to peiform menial services for her, and when, she goes abioad they 
attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle-box, fan, kc. Wheri a hus- 
band dies, his concubines, if bound in servitude to him, become the pio- 
perty of the surviving widow, unless he shall have emancipated them by 
a specific act, previous to his decease. When a young man is desirous to 
espouse a girl, his mother, or nearest female relation, first makes the pro- 
posal in private ; if the suit be well received, a party of his friends proceed 
to the house of the paicnts of the maiden, with whom they adjust the dotal 
portion. On the morning of the bridal day the bridegroom sends to the 
lady three loongees, or lower garments, three tubbecks, or sashes, and 
three pieces of white muslin ; such jewels also, ear-rings, and bracelets, as 
his circumstances will admit: a feast is prepared by the parents of the 
bride, and formal writings are executed: the new-married couple eat out 
of the same dish, the bridegroom presents the bride with some laepack, or 

j 

pickled tea, which she accepts, and leturns the compliment ; thus ends the ' 
ceremony, without any of that subsequent uiot* and resistance on the part 
of the young lady and her female friends, with which the Suraatrian dam- 
sels oppose the privileges of an ardent bridegroom. 

When a man dies intestate, three-fqurths of his property go to his 

/ 

* See Marsden’s Account of Sumatra, page 230. 
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V^cluldren bora m wedlock, but not m equal proportions, and one fourth 
to .^ejTidow, who is the guardian both of the property and the children, 
until the latier attain the age of maturity A Birman liineral is solem- 
nized intfr^nuch religious parade, and external demonstration ofgnef, the 
corpse IS earned on a bier, on mens shoulders, the procession moves 
slowly, the relations attend in mourning, and women, hired for the occa- 
sion, precede the body, and chant a dirge hke air The Birmans burn 
their dead, unless the deceiised is a pauper, m which case he is either 
uufieS or cast into the nver, as the ceremony of burning is very ex- 
pensive The bier is placed on a liineral pile six or eight feet high, 
made of billets of dried wood, laid across, with mtervalslo admit a circu- 
lation of air, and mcrease the flame The'Rhahaans walk round 'the pile, 
recitmg prayers to Gaudma, until the fire Teaches the body, when the 
whole IS quickly reduced to ashes 'the hones are aftenvards gathered and 
deposited in a grave Persons of high distinction, such as the Seredaw, 
or chief ecclesiastic of a province, a Maywoon, a Woongee, or a member 
of the royal family, are embalmed, and their remains preserved, slx weeks 
or two montlis after decease, before they are committed to tlie funeral pile 
during this penod the body is laid in slate m some kioum or religious 
budding, but at the capital it is placed m a sacred salodn, beautifully or- 
namented with gilding, and exclusively appropnated to lliat pious pur 
pose. I ivas told lliat honey is the pnncipal ingredient made use of to pre 
serse tilt body from putrefaction 

Of the population of the Birman dominions I could only form a conclu 
Sion, from the information I received of the number of cities, toivns, and 
villages, in the empire, these, I was assured by a person who might be 
supposed to know, and had no motive to deceive me, amount to eight 
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thousand, not including the lecent addition of Arracan. Ifythis be true 

which I have no reason to doubt, and )ve suppose each town, on an ave 

rago, to contain three hundred houses, and each house six persoi^. tm 

result will determine the population at fourteen millions four bundret 

thousand. Few of the inhabitants live in solitary habitations ; they most!) 

form themselves into small societies, and their dwellings thus collectec 

compose their Ruas, or villages ; if, therefore, we reckon their numbers 

including Aiiacan, at seventeen millions, the calculation may not b( 

widely eironeous; I believe it rather falls short’ of than exceeds th< 

\ 

truth. After all, however, it is,inere conjecture, as I have no better data Fa 
my guidance than what has been related. 

With regard to the levenuc of the Birman state, I confess myself to b( 
without the means of forming even a rude estimate of the amount, Accord 
ing to the sacied law in the chapter which treats of the duties of a mo 
narch, Dhasameda,* or a tenth of all produce, is the proportion which is t( 
be exacted as the authorized due of the government ; and one-tenth is th< 
amount of the King’s duty on all foieign goods imported into his domi- 
nions. Tbe revenue arising from the customs on imports, and from inter- 
nal produce, is mostly taken in kind, a small part of which is convertec 
into cash, the rest is distributed, as leceived, in lieu of salaries, to the 
various dependants of the court. Princes of the blood, high officers o] 
state, and provincial governors, receive grants of provinces, cities, vil- 
lages, and farms, to support their dignity, and as a remuneration of theii 
services : the rents of these assignments they collect for their own benefit. 
Money, except ^on pressing emergency, is never disbursed from the royal 
coffers ; to one man the fees of an office are allotted; to another a station 
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A\hcre certaiQ imposts are collected , a thinl has land , each in proportion 
to the importance of his respective employment , by these donations, 
they>?ce not only bound m their own personal servitude, but htewisfe in 
that of nil their dependants , they are called slaves of the King, and m 
turn their vassals are denominated slaves to them , the condition of these 
grants include also services of ivar, as well as the duties of office Thus the 
Birman government exhibits almost a iailhfiil picture of Europe in the 
darker ages, when, on the dechne of the Roman empire, the prmciples of 
feodal dependence were estabhshed by batbanans from the north 

Although it seems difficult, and perhaps impossible, under such a system-, 
to ascertain, in any standard currency, the amount of the royal revenue-, 
yet the riches which the Birman monarch is said to possess are immense, 
a supposition that may readdy be admitted, when it is considered that 
a very small share of what enters his exchequer, returns mto circula- 
tion The hoarding ofmoney is a favoinnte maxim-o*' oriental stale policy, 
an eastern potentate cannot be brought to comprehend that the dilHision 
of property among hu subjects is a surer source of wealth to himself, and 
of security to his throne, than the possession of Lydian treasures, locked 
up in vaults, and concealed in secret recesses, contrived by sordid avarice 
and foolish cunning- 
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Ulch* head a tuiban of doth, haid tolled and plaited, that /orms a high 

cone, which bends backwaid in a graceful manner. The baeed of horses 

« 

in Avaaie small, but very hardy and active; contrary n/the practice of 
other eastern countries, tliey castrate their horses, and ai •; thus enabled to 
maintain them with little tiouble and e\pcnce, and can r/lsoturn a’number 

I 

loose in a field together, without any risk of their injriring one another. 

I 

Horses are fiequently cxpoited in timber ships bounyl for Madras, and 
other paits of the coast, where they aie disposed o^lto consideiable ad- 
vantage. 

« 

The government of Ava is extremely attentive/to piovide, in times of 
"^peace, for the contingencies of war ; the loyal magazines, 1 was told, could 
furnish 220,000 fnelocks, which, il they lesembled the specimens I saw, 
cannot be vciy fonnidable ; these have been impoitcd, at dilfeicnt peiiods, 

. into the country, by ships tiading to Rangoon and other parts of the em- 
pire, and are either of Fiench manufacture, or condemned muskets from 
the ■English arscnals in India. The Biimans aie very fond of their aims, 
of which they take gieat caic; their gunsmiths, who aie all natives of 
Cassay, keep them in repair, but they are in general so bad as to be out 
of the power of art, to render tliem serviceable. I saw a toleiably good 
fowling piece, which they said was entirely the woik of a Cassay artifi- 
cer; this, however, was allowed to be an extiaordinaiy effort of genius; 
the person who shewed at to me, presented me, at the same time, with a 
bamboo, which threw out a short spear of iro;i by means of a spiing; it 
was executed by the makei of the gun, and seemed to be foimed after a 
model of an English walking stick, thaFco^^ined a^concealed spike; the 
imitation evinced much ingenuity, although' the workmanship was coarse, 
and the iron badly polished. * 

\ ' 
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By lar thV most respectable part of the Birman nubtary force is tbeir 
estabbsliment of war boats Every town of note, m the vicmity of the nver, 

r 

IS obliged to fu)nisb a certain number of men, and one or more boats, in 
proportion to thr magmtude of the place I svas informed that the king 
can command, ata very short notice, 500 of these vessels they are con- 
structed out of tha sohd trunk of the teak tree, which is excavated partly 
by fire,,and partly toy cutting , the largest are from eighty to one hundred 
feet long, but the bi^dth seldom exceeds eight feet, and even this space 
IS produced by artifiually extending the sides after the trunk has been 
hollowed They carryYrom fifty to sixty rowers, who use short oars that 
work on a spindle , the prow is sobd, and has a fiat surface, on which, when' 
they go to ivar, a piece of ordnance is mounted, a six, a nme, or even a 
twelve pounder, the gun carnage is secured by lashings to strong bolts 
on each side, and swivels are frequently fixed on the curvature of the 
stem 

The rowers are severally provided with a sword and a lance, which are 
placed by lus side whilst he pheslheoan Besides the boatmen, there 
are usually thirty soldiers on board, who are armed with mustels thus 
prepared, they go m fleets to meet the foe, and, when in sight, draw up m 
a line, presenung their prows to the enemy Their attack is extremely im- 
petuous , they advance with great rapidity, and suig a war song, at once 
to encourage their people, daunt their adversanes, and regulate the strokes 
of their oars , tlicy generally endeavour to grapple, and when that is ef- 
fected, the action becomes very severe, as these people are endued with 
great courage, strength, and In times of peace they arc fond of 

exercising m tlicir boats, aiitSi have often been entertained with the dex- 
terity they display m thy'jofiiagcment of them Thc^cssels bemg low m 
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the water, their greatest danger is that of being run down by a larger boat 
striking on theii bioadside, a misfortune which the steersman is taught to 
diead, and to avoid, above all otheis. It is suipiismg to see the facility 
with which they steer, and elude each other m their m6ck combats. The 
rowers aie also piactised to row backwards, and impel the vessel with the 
stem foiemost; this is the mode of retreat, by means of which the artil- 
lery still beais upon their opponent. The largest of, the war-boats do not 
diaw more than three feetwater» When a person of^4nk»is on board, there 
is a sort of moving tilt or canopy, for his particuW accommodation, placed 
sometimes in the centie, and sometimes on the pww. The sides of the boat 
are either gilt as far as the watei’s edge, or plain, according to the rank of 
the person it cairies. Gilded boats are only permitted to princes of the 
blood, or to peisons holding the highest stations, such as a Maywoon of 
a province, and a rpinister of state. 

It is by no means impiobable that the use of gunpowder was well known 
in India before its effects weie discovered in the west; yet there is not 
any reason to believe that the natives of Ava applied it to the purpose of 
musqfiefiy, till Europeans instiucted them in the ait. Accoiding to In- 
dian accounts, cannon were fabricated in the east long before the era of 
European conquest ; then- artillery, however, was not capable of being 
transported with facility, or at all used in the field, they weie made of 
iron bais beaten into a cylindrical form, rudely put together, but of great 

stiength, and enormous weight, from which, when raised on a rampart or 

> 

tower, they threw huge stones to annoy the enemy The musquet was first 
introduced into the Pegue and Ava d^itnes by the Portugueze, and is an 
implement of war which the inhabitants u^r^isely prefer to their own native 
weapons, the spear and sabie, a partiality that ^s highly prejudicial to them- 

T t S 
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selves, for noliiuig can be less formidable than such lire arms as they pos 
scss, or have the means of procunng The proper indigenous weapons of 
the country are tlie spear, the javehn, which is thrown from the hand, the 
cross bow, and tlife sabre , the latter is used by the Birmans not only as 
an implement of war, but is liLewise apphed to vanous purposes as an 
instrument of manual labour, witli this the peasant fells trees, shapes tun- 
bers, cutj bamboos, ^r defends himself against an enemy, and wild beasts , 
he never travels witii^ut it, and generally, when on a journey, carries a 
shield on his left arm Vhey encumber themselves with less baggage than 
perhaps any other peopio, and are satisfied with a scanty portion of the 
hardest fare 

In their food tlie Birmans, compared with the Indians, are gross and 
uncleanly Although their religion forbids the slaughter of animals m 
general, yet they apply the interdiction only to tho;e that are domes 
Heated, all game is eagerly sought after, and m many iplaces it is 
publicly sold , reptiles also, such as lizards, guanas, and snahes, consti- 
tute a part of the subsistence of the lower classes During our voyage 
up the river, the boatmen, after we had brought to, used fre^Ently to 
hunt for camehons and lizards among the thickets They are extremely 
fond of vegetables, at llioso places where garden greens were not to be 
procured, they gathered wild sorrel, and sometimes substituted the tender 
leav es of trees , these, boiled with rice, and moistened with a little od, or sea- 
soned with gnapcc, or pickled sprat, compose a meal with wluch a Birman 
peasant or boatman is satisfied , the iughcr ranks, however, live witli 
more delicacy, although their faie^irJicvcr very sumptuous 

The climate of every part oVtlio Birman empire, which I have visited, 
bore testimony to its s^tibnty, by the best possible criterion, the 
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appearance and vigour of the natives. The seasons arc regular, and the 
exti ernes of heat and cold are seldom expeiienccd, at least theduiation of 
that intense heat, which immediately piecedes the eommcncement of the 
rainy season, is so shoit, that it incommodes but loi a veiy little time. 
Dining oui residence in the country we lost only one man by disease ; 
another met an accidental death ; in wandering through the woods he be- 
came the prey of a tiger.*^ , 

The soil of the southern provinces of the Biiman^emplie is remaikably 
fertile, and pioduces as luxuiiant ciops of licc as are to be found in the 
finest parts of Bengal. Faithci iioithwaid the ^ountiy becomes irregular 
and mountainous; but tlie plains and vallies, paiticulaily near the river, 
aie exceedingly fruitful; they yield good wheat, and the various kinds of 
small giain whicli grow in Hindostan ; as likewise legumes, and most of the 
esculent vegetables .of India. Sugar canes, tobacco of a supeiioi quality, 
indigo, cotton, and the difieient tiopical hints, m pei lection, aie all indi- 
genous products of this favoined land. 

Besides the teak tiee, which glows in many parts of the Biiman empire, 
as welfto the north of Ummeiapooia, as in the southern countiy, there is 
almost eveiy description of timber that is known in India. Dr. Buchanan, 
in one of his afternoon excuisions, perceived a laige log of fir, which, his 
attendant informed him, had been -washed down by the toi rents fiom a 
mountainous pait of the countiy, foui days journey nordiwaid of the capi- 
tal, where it grows in abundance, and of considerable magnitude : the 
natives call it Tsenyo ; they extract the turpentine, which they turn to use, 
but consider- the wood of little value^on account -of its softness. If they 
could be prevailed upon to transport it to Raligoon, it might prove a beneficial 

A 

* This unfortunate man belonged to »he Sea-Horse. 
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malenal lo the navigation of India Top gallant masts and yards made 
of teal are thought to be too heavy European and American spars are 
often bought for these purposes at a very exorbitant pnee, an inconve- 
nience whicli the fir of Ava, jf conveyed to the market, would probably 
obviate 

The kingdom of Ava abounds m mmerals, six days journey from 
Bamoo, near the frontiers of Chma, there are mines of gold and sdver, 
called Badouem there are also mmes of ^Id, silver, rubies, and sapphires 
at present open on a mountam near theKeenduem, called Wooboloo taun, 
but tile most valuable, a)^ those which produce the finest jewels, are in 
tile vicinity of the capital, nearly opposite to Keoum meoum Precious 
stones are found m several other parts of the empire The infenor mi 
nerals, such as contain iron, tm, lead, antimony, aisemc, sulphur, kc are met 
nith in great abundance , amber, of a consistence unutualiypure and pel- 
lucid, IS dug up in large quantities near the nver, gold, likewise, is dis 
corcred in the sandy beds of streams which descend fi-om the mountains 
Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, to the northivard, there is a 
small riser called Shoe Lien Kioup, or the Stream of Golden SaricT^ 

Diamonds and emeralds arc not produced in any part of the Ava em 
pin,, but It affords ametliysts, garnets, very beautiful chrysolites, jasper, 
loadstone, and marble , the quames of the latter are only a few miles from 
Ummerapoora , il is equal in quality to the finest marble of Italy, and 
admits of a pohsli that renders it ahnost transparent Blocks of any size 
that It IS possible to transport migh{^e procured, but the sale is prohibited, 
nor IS It alloucd to be earned away^uithout a special license Images of 
Caudma bemg chiefly compost of this material, it is on that account held 
sacred Birmans may not j^rchase tlic marble in mass, but are suflered and 
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indeed encouraged to buy figures of the deity leady made. Expoitation of 
tlieir gods out of the kingdom is strictly foi bidden. The city of Chagain 
is the principal manufactory of these maible divinities. 

An extensive trade is carried on between the capital of theBiiman domi- 
nions and Yunan in China. The piincipnl aiticle of e.\poit horn Ava is 
cotton, of wiiich I was informed theic aic two kinds, one of a brown 
colour, of which nankeens aie made, the other white, like the ootton of 
India; I did not see any of the lonncr. This commodfiy is transported 
up the Irrau.iddy in large boats, as far as Bamoo, wheie it is baitered at 
the common jee, or iiiait, with Chinese merchai/ts, and conveyed by the 
latter, pailly by land, and paitly by water, into the Chinese dominions. 
Amber, ivory, piecious stones, beetle nut, and the edible nests biought 
fiom the eastern .Vichipelago, aie also aiticles of commeicc; in letuin, the 
Birmans piocure raw and wrought silks, velvets, gold leaf, pieserves, 
paper, and some utensils of hardwaie. 

The commeicc between the capital and the southcin parts of the empiic 
is facilitated by the noble liver that wateis the countiy; its principal objects 
are the necessaries of life; scveial thousand boats aie annually employed in 
tianspoiting rice fiom the lower piovinces to supply Ummerapoora, and 
the noithern distiicts; salt and gnapee may likewise be reckoned under 
the same head. Aiticles of foieign impoitation aie mostly conveyed up 
the Iirawaddy ; a few aie intioduced by way of Arracan, and carried over 
the mountains on the heads of coolies, or^ labouieis; European broad- 
cloth, a small quantity of hardware, (^irse Bengal muslins, Cossembuzar 
silk handkei chiefs, China ware, whicn'^vill not admit of land carnage, and 
glass, are the principal commodities. Cocoa nuts also, brought fiom the 
Nicobar Islands, where they are of uncomiijon excellence, are looked 
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upon as a delicacy, and bear a high pnce merchants carry down 
silver, lac; precious stones, and some other articles, to no great amount 
A considerable sum of money is annually laid out at the capital m the pur- 
chase of marble statues 6f Gaudma, which are all fabncated at Chagam, 
opposite Aiva haung, or ancient Ava they are not permitted to be made 
at any other place 

The Sirmans, like the Chinese, have no coin , silver m bullion, and 
lead, are the current; momes of the cou'i^try , weight and punty are, of 
course, the standard of value, and m the ascertainment of both, the natives 
arc exceedingly scrupuli^us and expert What foreigners call a tackal, 
properly kiat, is tlie most general piece of silver in circulation , it weighs 
ten penny weights ten grains and three fourths , its subdivisions are, the 
tubbee, two of which make one moo, two moo one math, four math 
one tackal, and one hundred tackal compose one viss. Money scales and 
weiglits are all fabncated at the capital, where they are stamped, and after 
ivards circulated throughout the empire, the use of any others is prohibited 

Rice IS sold by a measure called Tayndaung, or basket , the weight is 
sixteen viss, about fifty six pounds There are many subdivisions of mea 
surement The average pnce of nee at the capital is one tackal, rather more 
tlun half a crown, for a basket and a half At Rangoon and Martaban one 
tackal will purchase four or five baskets 

The bankers, called by foreigners Pymon, are likewise workers in sil\ cr, 
and assa) ers of metal this is j class of people veiy numerous, and indispcii 
sably necessary, as no stranger can^dertake either to pay or receive money 
without having it first exanun^ Every mercliant has a banker of this dc- 
scnptioii, with whom he lodges all his cash, and who, fiir receiving and 
P^)‘"S' •ut establish^ coimiiission of one per cent , in consideration 
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of which he is responsible for the quality of what goes thmugh his hands ; 
and in no instance did I ever hear of a breach of trust committed by one 
of these bankers. The quantity of alloy varies in the silver current in dif- 
ferent paits of the empiie : at Rangoon it is adulterated twenty-five per 
cent. ; at Ummeiapooia, puie, or what is called flowered silver', is most 
common ; in this lattei all loyal dues are paid. The several modifications 
are as follows : , ^ 

Rouni, 01 puie silver. 

Rounika, 5 per cent, of alloy. 

Roumzee, 10 per cent.y 

-Rouassee, 20 per cent 

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent 

W oombo, 30 per cent. 

‘Any pel son *may have his silver either purified or depreciated to what- 
ever *standaid he chuses ; the nearest silversmith will be glad to perform 
the work, free fi om charge for his laboui , as the brmger by the operation 
must lose a trifle, which the artist gams : the small quantity of metal that 
adheies-cd^ the- crucible is his piofit. I was informed that the silversmith 
can- sell these crucibles afterwaids to refiners for forty tackals a thousand, 
^nd 4hat an adequate gain accrues. to the purchaser .from the metal ex- 
tracted fiom the pot after it is broken. 

'The Birman measures of length are, a Paul-gaut, orfinch, eighteen oT 
which compose the Taim, or cubit 

j 

The Saundaung, or royal cubit,* equal to twenty-two inches. 

The Dha, or Bamboo, which consist of seven royal cubits; 1000 dha 
make one Birman league, or Dam, neaily equal to two British jjiiles and 

* This cubit varies according to the V7ill of the monarch. 
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tivo furlongs , the league is also subdivided into tenths The Bimiaiis 
keep their accounts in decimals, after the manner of the Chinese 

It has already been noticed, that the general disposition of the Bihnans 
IS stnkingly contrasted nith that of the natives of India, from whom they 
are separated only by a narrow range of mountains, m many places ad 
mittmg of an easy intercourse Notwithstandmg the small extent of this 
bamer,, the physical diflerence between the nations could scarcely be 
greater, had they been situated at the opposite extremities of the globe 
The Birmans are a lively, mquisitise race, active, irascible, and impatient , 
the character of their Bengal neighbours is too well Inoivn, as the reverse, 
to need any delineation , the unwortliy passion of jealousy, which prompts* 
most nations of the east to immure their women within the trails of an 
haram, and surround them with guards, seems to have scarcely any in 
fluence over the minds of this extraordinary and moie hberal people Bir- 
man wives and daughters are not concealed from the sight of men, and 
arc suffered to have as free intercourse with each other as the rules of 
European society admit , but in other respects women have just reason to 
coraplam of their treatment , they are considered as not belonging to the 
same scale of the creation as men, and even the law stamps a degrading 
distinction betueen the sexes, the evidence of a woman is not received 
as of equal weight witli that of a man, and a woman is not suHered to as 
cend tlic steps of a court ofjusticc, but is obliged to deliver her testimony 
on tile outside of the roof The custom of sellmg their women to stran 

f 

gers, which has before been adverted to, is confined to the lowest classes 
of society, and is perhaps oflen^thc consequence of hca\) pecuniary 
embarrassment, tlian an act o^ inclination, it is not, howeser, considered 
as shameful, nor is the female dishonoured , partly perhaps from this cause. 
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and paitly fioni their habits of education, "women suriender themselves the 
victims of this baibarous custom with apparent lesignation. It is also said 
that they are veiy seldom unfaithful to their foieign masters, indeed they 
aic often essentially useful, particularly to those who trade, by keeping 
their accounts and transacting their business : but when a man departs 
from the country, he is not sulfeicd to cany his tempoiary wife along with 
him; on that point the law is exceedingly rigorous : every ship, b«foie she 
receives hei clearance, is diligently seaiched by the ofiiceVs of the custom- 
house: even if their vigilance were to be eluded, the woman would be 
quickly missed ; and it would be soon discovered in what vessel she had 
gone, noi could that ship ever return to a Birman port but under penalty 
of confiscation of the piopeity, and the inlliction of a heavy fine and im- 
prisonment on the master: female children also, boin of a Birman mother, 
aic not sulfercd to be taken away. Men are peimitted to emigrate; but 
they think that the expatriation ol women would impoverish the state, by 
diminishing the sources of its population. 

One vice is usually the parent of another : the Birmans, being exempt 

j 

from that of jealousy, do not lesort to the diabolical practice of emasculat- 
ing male children, to educate them as spies ovei their women. Chastity, 
they know, is more safely guarded by principles of honour and attachment 
than by moats or castles. When Arracan was conqueied by the Birmans, 
several eunuchs were made prisoners, belonging to the prince of the coun- 
try, who had adopted that degenerate custom of Mahomedan growth. 
These people are maintained by the Birpian monaich rather as memorials 
of his conquest, than for any services “^they aye required to perform. Infi- 
delity is not a characteristic of Birman wives ; in general they have too 
much employment to leave leisure for the corruption of their minds. A 

Uu 
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woman of ihe highest rani seldom sits m idleness at home , her female ser 
iTmts, Idc those of Grecian dames of antiquity, ply “ the vanous labours 
of the loom wlulst the mistress supenntends and directs their mdustry 
On the occasion of a formal visit to the mother of the present Queen, we 
observed in one of the galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work, 
wrought by the damsels of her household Weaving is cbefly a female 
occupation Most Birman fanulies make all the cotton and silk cloth that 
IS required for their domestic consumption 

The Birmans, in some points of their disposition, display the ferocity 
of barbanans, and in others, all the humanity and tenderness of polished 
hfe they inflict the most savage vengeance on their enemies , as invaders, 
desolation marks their track, for they spare neither sex nor age , but at 
home they assume a different character , there they manifest benevolence, 
by extendmg aid to the infirm, the aged, and the sick filial piety is incul 
cated as a sacred precept, and its duties are rehgiously observed A com 
raon beggar is no n here to be seen every individual is certam of receiving 
sustincnce, which, if he cannot procure by his oiyn labour, is provided 
for him by others ^ 

During the several excursions which we made mto the country, we did 
not perceii c any of tlie feathered tnbe that were pecuhar to this part of 
tile world, or that were not to be met with in India, the ornithology of 
wlucli IS already Si ell known The Henza, the symbol of the Birman na 
lion, as the eagle ivas of the Roman empire, is a species of wild fowl, called 
111 India the Braminy goose, but the natives of Ava do not deify the 
bird Of the beasts of Ava,' the oi^y one I saw, with which I was unac- 
quainted, wns the iclinciiraon, or the rat of Pharaoh, called by the natives 
Ounbaii It IS a singular circumstance that there should not be such an 
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animal as the jackai in the Ava dominions, considering that they aic 
so numeious in tlic adjoining country. Pegue abounds in elephants; for 
though they arc to be met with in other parts of the empiie, that seems to 
be their favouiiie abode. One of his Birman Majesty’s titles is, Lord of 
the Wiiiic Elephant, and of all the Elephants in the World. 

The Biimans divide their time as follows : 

The space in which the finger can be raised and depressed ijj called 
chaiazi; ten chaiazi make one.piaan; six piaan one bizana, (about a 
minute). The day, of twenty dour houis, commencing at noon, is divided 
into eight poitions, oi yettee, of tlnee hours each, thus denominated: 

» j 

Moon Yettee, oi noon. 

Loung Yettee, 5 

Lay Yettee, G P. M. 

Gncah Yettee, 9 P. 

Gncah Gnek Yettee, midnight. 

Gncah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the morning. 

Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A. M. 

Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A. M. 

These divisions of time aie ascertained by a machine, lesembling the 
hour-glass, and- sometimes by a perforated pan placed in a tub of water: 
they are announced by a stroke on an oblong drum, which is always kept 
near the dwelling of the chief magistrate of the city, town*, or village ; it is. 
commonly laised on a high bamboo stage, with a roof of mats to protect it 
from the weather. 1 

>> J 

The edifice at the royal palace for the rec^tion of this instrument' is of 
masonry, and very lofty, whence the sound is said to be distinctljr con- 
veyed to the remotest extremes of the city. 
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The Binnan year is divided info twelve months, which, stnctly speah- 
Ing, cannot be called synodical, although they comprehend the same 
number of days A revolution of the moon, m passmg fiem one conjunc- 
tion with the sun to another, is performed in 29 days 12 hours and 44 
mmutes r but the Birman lunations consist of 29 and 30 days, alternate, 
which causes a difference between the Newtonian and Birman lunar ac- 
count of 8 hours and 48 minutes The Birman months are as follow 
1 


Tagoo contains - . - 

D»yi. 

29 

Kayoung 

30 

Nay Young ... 

29 

Wazoo - - - 

30 

V^^^goung 

Toozehen .... 

29 

- 30 

Sandamg Gmte 

29 

Tazoung Moang 

- SO 

Gnadoh .... 

29 

Peeazoo .... 

SO 

Taboodway .... 

- 29 

Taboung ... 

30 


354 


In order to coipplete a solar revolution, they mtercalate m every third 
year a month of 30 days, which is called Toodea Wazoo, in this third 
year the months of Tagoo an'i Nay Young have each 30 days instead of 
20 , tlicy likewise suppress o, pass over a day, which, if reckoned, would 
either be the 315t Taboung or the 1st of Tagoo by these means the 
number of days m three solar years is thus computed 
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Days. 


Three lunar years, of 354 days each - - 106 ^ 

j Intercalary month in the third year - - - SO 

Two intercalary days m Tagoo and Nay Young - 2 

Suppressed or passed over at the end of the year - 1 

1095 


This computation corresponds, in the number of days, with three years; 
every fourth year however will occasion the diSPerence of .a day on account 
of our bissextile or leap year ; of this the Birmans are fully sensible, as well 
as of many other defects in their manner of reckoning : to remedy the con- 
^ fusion likely to ensue from such erroneous calculations, their style or mode 
has frequently been altered by arbitrary authority. His present Birman 
Majesty, however, is so desirous to ascertain and establish, by accurate 
tables, a permanent and unvarying measurement of time, that he made 
an application to the late Governor General of India to send to his 
capital a Biamin well versed in astronomy, to assist the deliberations of 
his council of professors, among whom his Majesty always presides in 
person, and he is said to be no inconsiderable proficient in the science of 
astronomy. 

The manner in which the Birman month is subdivided, I imagine, is 
peculiar to their nation ; instead of reckoning the days progiessively from 
the commencement to the close of the month, they advance no farther than 
the full moon, from which they recede by retrogressive enumeration until 
the month is finished. 1 

Thus the new* moon is called, \ 

Lahzan terrait giiay, or first day of the increasing moon. 

Lahzan gnerait gnay, second day, 8cc. 
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Lahzan loungrait gnay, third day, Lc 
Lahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, kc 
T.phirnn narait gnay, fifth day, Sec 
Lahzan LiouLrait gnay, sixth day. See 
Lahzan Loonrait gnay, seventh day, i.c 
Lahzan sheaseddainrait gnay, eighth day. See 
Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, fcc 

c 

Lahzan sayrait gnay, tenth day, Sc? 

Lahzan say terrail gnay, eleventh day, See 
Lahzan say gnerrait gnay, twelfth day, fcc 
Lalizan say soungihit gnay, thirteenth day, Lc 
Lahzan tassay sayrait gnay, fourteenth day, Lc 
Lah bee, fifteentli day, S-c 

Lah bee goo terrait gnay, or the first day of thg^ decreasing moon 
The seventeenth, eighteenth, Lc correspond with the second and third 
of the increasing moon, substituting Lah Bee goo for Lahzan The last 
day of the month, whether of twenty nine or thirty days, is called Lah 
gnay 


The Birman month is divided mto four weeLs of seven days each , the 
days arc distinguished by the followmg names 

Tamaing nuaye, Sunday, the first day of the Birman week. 

Talpin lah, i - Monday 
Aing gah, - Tuesday 


Boodt hoo, - Wedn^ay 


Kcah subbeday, Thurify 
Zoup keah, - Friday 


Sunnay, Saturday 
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The eighth day of the increasing moon, the fifteenth or full moon, the 
eighth of the decreasing moon, and the last day of the moon, aie religiously 
observed by Bn mans as sacied festivals On these hebdomadal holidays 
no public business is transacted in the Rhoom ; mercantile dealings are 
suspended ; handicraft is forbidden ; and the strictly pious take'no suste- 
nance between the using and the setting of the sun ; but this latter instance 
of self-denial is not very common, and, as I undei stood, is rarely p^ractised, 
except in the metropolis, where the appearance of sanctity is sometimes 
assumed, as a ladder by which the crafty attempt to climb to promotion. 
The Sovereign himself is a gieat favourer of the austerities of the Birman 
religion; and his chief minister, or Woongee, has for many years on a 
Birman sabbath abstained from food so long as the sun continues above 
the hoiizon. 

The Birmans are , extremely fond both of poetry and music ; they call 
the former Yed^oo * when repeated by a scholar it flows soft and measured, 
to the ear; it is sometimes in successive, and often in alternate rhimes 
A line is called Tageoimg; a stanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well 
as leh^ious poems of high celebrity, and they are fond of reciting in heroic 
numbers the exploits of then kings and generals. I was informed that the 
prowess of Alompra is recorded m verses not unworthy of a monarch. 

Music IS a science which is held in considerable estimation thioughout 
the Birman empne, and is cultivated at the present dc?y more generally 
than in India, notwithstanding it is^there termed, as by the ancient Greeks, 
the language of the gods The royal libra w of Ummerapoora is said to 
contain many valuable treatises on the art. JSome of the piofessional mu- 
sicians display considerable skill and execution, and the softer airs are 
pleasing even to an ear unaccustomed to siich melody. The pimcipal 
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instruments are a Soum, or harp, made of light vrood, hollowed and var- 
nished, in shape somewhat like a canoe wth a deck , at the extremity a 

C 

piece of hard wood is neatly fastened, which tapers to the end, and rising 
cun es over the body of the harp , from this curvature, the stnngs, usually 
made of Vire, are extended to a bndge on the belly of the instrument 
there are two sounding holes, one on each side of the bndge The size 
of the Spurn vanes from two to five feet in length 
The Turr resetnbles our violin , it has only three stnngs, and is played 
on with a bon I at first imagmed it had been of European introduction, 
and brought to Pegue by the Portugueze, but I was assured it was an 
original instrument of the country 
Tlie PuUauay, is a common ilagelet 

The Kjezoup, is a collection of cymbals, ivhich are suspended in a 
bamboo frame , these cymbals, varying in size, produce modulated grada- 
tions of sounds , there were eighteen in the Kyczoup that J saw 

The Patola, or guitar, is a cunous instrument, it is the exact form of 
a crocodile in miniature, the body of which is hollow, with sound 
ing holes on the back , three stnngs of wire extend from the shoulder 
to the tail, and arc supported on bndges at each extremity, the stnngs 
are tuned by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are fastened. 
It IS played on by the finger, and is generally used to accompany the 
\oicc. ‘ 

The Boundaw is a collection of drums, oblong m form, and varymg in 
size, whicli arc suspended perpendicularly m a wooden frame by leather 
thongs The whole macliin^is about five feet m diameter and four feet 
lugli Tlic performer stands m tlic centre, and beats on the drums with 
a small stick This instrument is always mtroduced when there is a full 
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band, and is much used in processions, being carried by two men, whilst 
the perforaier shuffles along in the inside, playing as he goes. 

The Heem is the pipe of Pan, formed of several reeds neatly joined 
together, and sounded by a common mouth-piece; when played with 
.skill, it produces a very plaintive melody. 

These are the principal instruments of music in use among the Birmans. 
Dr. Buchanan pui chased a complete concert set, for fifty-four tackal, which 
is about five or six guineas. Melody has charms for all, mankind : among 
the boatmen that rowed my barge, I doubt whether there was one who did 
not possess an instmment of some sort ; he who could procure no better, 
* had what we call a Jew’s harp, with which he delighted to beguile half an 
hour of a cool evening, after a day of hard labour under a burning sun. 

Of the ancient Pallis,’^ whose language constitutes at the present day the 
sacred text of Ava, Pegue, and Siam, as well as of several other countries 
eastward of the Ganges ; and of their migration from India to the banks 
of the Cali, the Nile of Ethiopia, we have but veiy imperfect information. 
As a nation they have long ago ceased to exist : they are said to have 
possessed, m former times, a dominion stretching from the Indus as far as 
Siam, and to have been conquered by the Rajaputras, who changed the 

* In Captain Wilford’s elaborate and learned Dissertation on Egypt and the Nile, from 
the ancient books of the Hindoos, there is the following passage • 

The history of the Pallis cannot fail to be interesting, especi|lly as it will be found 
** much connected with that of Europe , and I hope soon to be supplied with materials for a 
<< full account of them. Even their miserable remains in India must excite compassion, 
when we consider how great they once were,* and itom what height they fell, through the 
** intolerant zeal and superstition of their neighboursi/ Their features are peculiar, and their 
language different, but perhaps not radically, from that of the other Hindoos. Their vil- 
*< lages are still called Palli.” Asiat. Research. Vol, III. 

Xx 
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name of their country from Palisthan to Rajaputra In the old books of 

the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and it may I thmk be concluded 

that they were the Pahbothn of the ancients ‘ 

It has been the opinion of some of the most enlightened writers* on the 

languages nf the East, that the Pali, the sacred language of the pnests of 

Boodh, IS nearly alhed to the Shanscrit of the Bramins , and there certainly 

13 much of that holy idiom engrafted on the vulgar language of Ava, by 
< 

the introduction of the Hindoo religion The character m common use 
diroughout Ava and Pegue is a round Nagan, denved fiom the square 
Pah, or religious text , it is formed of circles and segments of circles, va- 
riously disposed and combined, whikt the Pah, which is solely applied 
to the purposes of rehgion, is a square letter, chiefly consisting of right 
angles 

The Birman language contains thirty three simple sounds, to represent 
winch, their alphabet, commonly called Kagye Kague, consists of an equal 
number of distinct characters, exclusive of various marks and contractions, 
tliat supply tlie place of long and short vowels, diphthongs, kc These 
are explamed and enumerated m separate senes, m the Birman SpeJhng- 
book, entitled, Kaynboungie, m which every possible combination is given 
and exemplified 

It should be observed here, that there is no representation of the vowel 
corresponding with our short a, as from the frequent occurrence of that 
sound in ahe middle and at the end of words, it ivas found convement to 
omit It in unting, it is nevertheless to be pronounced after every simple 
sound or consonant not suppli/d with another vowel, unless it be forbidden 

• Ciputn Wnfori oa Egypt anJ the Nile Laibcn > Account of Slam Chamber* on 
the Ruin* of Marallpuram. Ailat. Rctearch. VoL f 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


339 


mark of elision placed over the letter, or excluded by the junction 
v^o or more consonants, in the form of a compound character. These 
alarities, I am informed by Mr. Wilkins, are common to all the alpha- 
of the Hindoo class. 

he Birmans write from left to right, and though they leave.no distur- 
bing space between their words, they mark the pauses of a sentence 
the full stops. Their letters are distinct, and their manuscripts are in 
ral very beautiful. 

he common books of the Birmans, like those of the Hindoos, particu- 
^ of such as inhabit the southern parts of India, are composed of the 
lyra leaf, on which the letters are engraved with a stylus; but the 
lans far excel the Biamimcal Hindoos in the neatness of the execution, 
in the ornamental part of their volumes. In every Kioum, oi monas- 
, there is a library or lepository of books, usually kept in lacqueied 
ts. Books in the Pali text, are sometimes composed of thin stripes of 
boo, delicately plaited, and varnished over in such a manner, as to foim 
looth and hard surface upon a leaf of any dimensions ; this surface is 
■wards gilded, and the sacred letters are traced upon it m black and 
mg japan. The margin is illumined by wreaths and figuies of gold, 
red, green, or black ground. 

i the lecitation of poetry, the language is exceedingly melodious; 

I the prose of common conversation appears to bejneasuied, and the 
:luding word of each sentence is lengthened by a musical cadence, 
marks the period, to the ear of a petson wholly unacquainted with 
neaning ’ ) 

j 

he annexed Plate exhibits the simple elementary chaiacteis, with tiie 
id that each expi esses, and the name in the Biiman tongue : this name 
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has an appropriate meaning, such as “ great in, “ spiral ka^ circular 
za, kc but some of these characters are very rarely used, such as No 4, 
B, 11, 12, 15, 14, 15, 19. 23, and 32 

To this alphabet is added the Shanscnt elementary character, analogous 
to each of the Birman characters, also the Birman cyphers, and a. speci- 
men of the ancient Pali, taien from a very beautiful manuscript in my 
possession, which contains an account of the ceremony used m the con 
secration of Rhahpans * 

It IS difficult to ascertain with precision the exact limits of the Birman 
empire Dr Buchanan, who accompanied me, sought for geographical 
information noth the most ddigent mquiry , he procured, but not without 
considerable trouble and eipence, sketches of etery part of the Birman 
territories , and he has transmitted the materials which he thus collected 
to the East India Company. Those sketches, honever, being contamed 
m vanous and detached pieces, not fomung any connected body, nor yet 
reduced to a graduated scale, can hardly be brought mto the shape of a 
regular map wtliout the aid of some further commumrations-, they are 
ne\ crthclesi documents of much intrinsic value and importance ,< it is 
thcrcrorc to be hoped that, w itb the aid of some additional lights, a vacuum 
on the terrestrial globe will, ere long, be filled up, and a portion of the 
cartli delineated, wluch heretofore has been lery imperfectly Jmoivn. On 
a probable calculation from Dr Buchanan s papers of the extent of the 
present Birman empire, it appears to mclude the space between the-Bth 
and 2Glh degrees of north latitude, and between the 92d and I07th degrees 
of longitude cast of Greeiiwiih, about 1050 geographical miles m length, 
and OOO m brcadtli these are the ascertainable lumts, taken from the 
* I am lodcbttd (or lie Stunicilt character, to Ihc klodneu of my friend Mr Wllilai. 
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Bifjnan apcoujjJg ; t)Ut it jis probable tb^t itbeir do^mpior^s stretch still 
ther to the north. It ,§hould, however; be remarked, that the breadth e. 
-varies* 5ind i§ .in many places very inepnsiderable, pn ^i\rhat is cWlpd 
Eastern Peninsula, 

Dr. Bucbanan, in the summary* or general outline of the geogra^pb 
materials which he collected, thus /expresses himself on the .subjeci 
rivers:— T-It appears “ ^hat ithe Anacan river is not so .cpusiderabh 
what has been supposed, but 'takes its rise in hills at np great dista 
ilo ihe norXh. 

“ That the liver coming from Thibet, which is supposed to be tha 
Arracan, is in fact the Keenduem, or the great western branch of 
“ Ava river. 

“ That what is supposed to be the western branch of the Inawaddj 
•“ in fact the eastern one, which passes by Ava, and luns to the no 
keeping west from the province of Yunan, and leaving between it 
“ that part of China a country subject to' the Birmans. 

“ That the Loukiang, which is supposed to be the great branch of 
Irrawaddy, has no communication with that river; but on entering 
Birman dominions assumes the name of Thaluayn, or Thanluayn, 

“ falls into the sea at Martaban. 

That the river of Pegue, which is supposed to come from China, i 
among hills about 100 miles fiom the sea, and which form the bound 
“ between the Birman and Pegue kingdoms., 

“ That between the Pegue and Martaban rivers there is a lake, f 
“ which two rivers proceed; the one runs north to Old Ava, wher 
joins the Myoungnya, or Little River of Ava, which comes fi 
♦ Extract from the Bengal Political Letter, nth of September, 1797. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Pet mission granted to make Astronomical Obsetyations — Message fro 
the King. — River tises. — Present of Wheat. — Bees — Honey. — Beng 
Painter employed at Court. — Mode of catching wild Elephants.— Ki 
solicitous 'to introduce the Art of Glass -making. — Attentions frt 
Viceroys to Foreign Ministers. — Letters arrive from Bengal — 0 
People healthy — Chinese the reverse — the Cause. — Ceremony arrang 

% 

— Procession — Manner of Entrance — Introduction into the Lotoo, 
Grand Council Hall. — Description of the Court — its Magnificence 
King not present — Questions proposed — Banquet — Formalities i 
setyed in returning. 

The occurrences that took place in the interval between our arrr 
and the 30th of August, the day appointed for our formal introductK 
were not of sufficient importance to require a minute relation Wee 
joyed whatever personal convenience the country could supply; a 
I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince the most implicit cor 
dence ; which I am induced to think was productive of beneficial con 
quences. To my public character, as will appear in the ^equefi the cc 
duct of the Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to msufferal 
arrogance; but my accommodation and security as an individual wc 

t 

attended to with ^11 the urbanity that could be expected from the m( 
polished state of Europe. ' 

Geography is the foundation of all historical knowledge, without whi 
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CHAPTER XV. ; 

I 

Pa mission grafilal to make Astronomical Observations — Messagd from 
the King. — River rises. — Present of JVficat. — Bees — Honey. — Bengal 
Painter employed at Com t. — .Mode of catching wild Elephants.— ^-ICing 
solicitous do introduce the Art of Glass-making.-:^ Mtenlions from 
Viceroys to Foreign Ministas. — Letters arrive from Bengal. — Our 
People healthy — Chinese the reverse — the Cause. — Ceremony arranged 
— Procession — Manner of Entrance — Introduction into the Loloo, or 
Gr and Council Hall. — Description of the Court — its Magnificence — 
King not present. — Questions pr’opoicd. — Banquet. — Formalities ob~ 
, served in returning. 

The occurrences that took place in the interval between oui ai rival 
and the 30th of August, the da/ appointed for our formal inti eduction, 
were not of suflicient importance to lequiie a minute iclation. We en- 
joyed whatever peisonal convenience the country could supply; and 
I gladly embraced every opportunity to evince the most implicit confi- 
dence ; which I am induced to think was productive of beneficial conse- 
quences. To my public chaiacler, as will appear in the sequel, the con- 
duct of the Birman court was punctilious and haughty, even to insufferable 
arrogance; but my accommodation and security as an individual were 
attended to with Jll the uibanity that could be expected from the most 
polished state of Eui ope. 

Geography is the foundation of all histoiical knowledge, without which 
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lustory becomes little better than romance Having hitherto found the most 
authentic geographical information I could obtain respecting countnes east 
svard oil the Ganges to be extremely erroneous, I svas on that account more 
particularly desurous to determine the true situation of the capital of Ava , 
especially as I had noav a fevourable opportunity of profiting by the assist- 
ance of a gentleman of high professional talents It however seemed 
expedient to obtain the sanction of the Birman government, before I 
authorized Mr Wood to commence astronomical observations , and, in 
reply to an apphcation I made through the Maywoon of Pegue, I received 
the most liberal acquiescence, a compliment that was afterwards enhanced 
by a gracious message from his Birman Majesty, desming to Jcnow, accord- 
mg to our calculation, the exact tunc when the expected eclipse of the 
moon was to take place, and, as it svas partial, what portion of the lunar 
body would be m shade’ Mr Wood satisfied hipi in both particulars^ 
and we were informed that the King, on comparmg Mr Wood s account 
with his own predictions, (for he is said to be lumself an adept in the 
science), discovered only a slight diflcrence in the segment of the mooft 
which was to be obscured Mr Wood s knowledge procured him consi- 
derable respect among the better informed natives, but it excited the terror 
of the vulgar Being obliged at night to leave tile grove and go out on 
the plain, m order to have a distinct view of the heavenly bodies, the pea- 
sants that mhabitcd the neighbourmg vdlages beheved him to be a necro- 
tiiancer, and his telescope and time keeper mstruments of magic in their 
wonder they sometunes crowded about him so as to disturb his operations f 
but It was nothing more than harmless curiosity, they svanted to discover 
by wliat means he held communication with the Nalts, the supernatural 
and mslsible agents of the air 
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The river, which had now lisen to its utmost height, had encroached 
so much on the giove, as to thi eaten a geneial inundation, and we began 
to thihlc it not impiobable that we should be obliged some night ‘hastdy to 
change our lesidence from the house to the boats. The cause of the swell- 
ing of the waters was -not appaient, as there had not fallen with t^s a suffi- 
cient quantity of rain to produce the smallest alteration in the body of the 
river: the Biimans, howevei, who knew the exact limit to which it would 
rise, laughed at our proposing to make ariangements foi a^udden embarka- 

y 

tion, and assuied us that, within the memory of man, the floods had nevei 
sui passed a ceitain boundary. 

Although, from the natuie of the giounds in the neighbourhood of our 
dwelling, lice was the only grain that could be cultivated, we undei stood 
that on the other side of the lake, near the city, there were extensive fields 
of wheat, which, fiom the samples brought to us, seemed to be equal in qua- 
lity to the finest giowth of England. The market pi ice atUmmeiapoora was 
one tackal, nearly half a ciown, for a taindaung, oi basket weighing about 
fifty-six pounds ; but we had no occasion to purchase any, as the provi- 
sion made by the commissaiy of government, and the presents from those 
who visited us. kept our stoie-ioom full Every person who came, brought 
something, either fmit, flowers, a plate of fine rice, of wheat, or some similar 
mark of respect. In return, I tieated those of the higher older with tea and 
sweetmeats ; of the foimer they were extremely fond ; agd I can truly say, 
that from ten in the morning until evening, the tea equipage was never un- 
employed. An old man who acted as commissary, and lived m the rhoom 
adjacent to our cfwelling, whose title was Kyewoon, brought all the females 
of his family to see us ; they produced as their offering, fresh honeycombs 
hanging from branches of the bamboo tree ; the honey was dropping from 

Yy 
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the boughs into pans I ivas told that the bees were wild m the woods, and 
in such plenty that wax formed a staple article of commerce The natives 
have a mode of gatliering the honey without destroymg the insect The 
soldiers of the guard and our domestics contmued to receive two tacLaJ, 
at staled, periods, in addition to their allowance of nee, and beede-leaf 
was to be had fresh from gardens belonging to the adjacent villages In 
one of these plantations, which very much resembled an English hop gar- 
den, I saw a man watermg his plants- by jneans of a wheel, which raised 
water out of a well from a considerable depth The machine was con- 
structed with much mgenuity 

The reputation that my Bengal draughtsman had acquired by, his botaiucal 
drawings, performed under the inspection of Dr Buchanan, having come to 
the knowledge of his Bi rman Majesty, or, in the Birman phrase, having 
reached the Golden Ears, the King was pleased to despe a specimen of his 
skill, and sent over a pamtmg on glass, executed by a Siamese artist m bts 
own service, signifying his royal will that it should be copied upon paper 
This picture, which was a tolerable perlbrmance, represented the mode of 
catching wild elephants in the forests It was thus described to mb the 
hunters, mounted on lame elephants that are tramed to the business, by 
lying flat on their backs, introduce themselves unnoticed into a rvild herd, 
and take an opportunity to cast a running noose in the track of the one 
that IS meant to fre secured The other end of the rope is fastened to the 
body of tile tame elepliant, who immediately throws the wild one down , 
a battle then ensues, m which the trained elephant, bemg assisted by its 
associates, soon overpowers the inliabitant of the woods, who is deserted 
by all the others, it is aftenvards borne array a prisoner, fast hound 
to two of Its captors, whilst- another moves on at its head, and a fourth 
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uiges ifc behind. In a few weeks, by proper discipline, the animal be- 
comes docile, and submits to its fate. Those that are taken m the manner 
delineated in the Plate, I was told, are for the most pait females. Male 
elephants aie usually enticed by the blandishments of females," trained for 
•the puipose, into an mclosure or Keddah, from whence they cainiot extii- 
cate themselves, and are easily seemed. My painter peiformed the task so 
much to his Majesty’s satisfaction, that a request was made foi his fuither 
services, in executing a drawing of a celebiated image of Gaudma, in which 
I willingly acquiesced. He was employed on it a week, and when it was 
finished, his Majesty condescended to express his approbation of the per- 
formancej which was certainly much superior to any thing that his own 
paintei could produce, 

Afnong the ai tides of foreign trade, which had found their way into the 
Birman country, notjiing was held in higher estimation than the European 
glass ware, imported into Rangoon from the British settlements in India. 
The art of vitrification has long been known and practised in most coun- 
tries of the East ; but no where can they make a pure transparent substance, 
like that which is brought from Europe. The Birman monarch, who is 
a great admirer of the manufacture, was particularly desirous to introduce 
it into his dominions ; and supposing that every Englishman must be 
versed in the knowledge of making whatever comes fiom his own country, 
he sent a message to request I would furnish his artificers with such in- 
structions, as might enable them to fabricate glass of a quality equal to 

* Fora more ample description of the manner of catching wild elephants in Tipura, near 
the mountains that divide Bengal from the Birman domimons, see a Paper by John Corse, 
Esq. in the third Volume of the Asiat. Researches. The practice of Pegue differs somewhat 
from that of the Bengal hunters. 
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what was made in Kngland Unluckily, none of us happened to be skilled 
m the mystery of a glass house , all, therefore, that we could do, was to 
explain the principles of the art, which Dr Buchanan obhgmgly under- 
took, and m order to faahtate the acquirement, and guide them in the 
practice, I^ent them the Encyclopaedia Bntanmca, and pointed out tlie 
article where the process is fully eiplained Baba Sheen and the Anne 
man interpreter translated if into the Birman tongue, but I much fear 
that the theory alone^ conveyed in terms of science, will not, without prac- 
tical experience, advance them v ery far m an art which his Birman Majesty 
IS so laudably solicitous to brmg to perfection among his subjects 

It ivas a matter loo remarkable to pass unnoticed, that of the numbers 
who did me the honour of a visit, tiiere was not one that had any share in 
the administration of public affairs, the Woondock that met me at Pegahm 
excepted, who, though of distinguished rank, is but an mfenor rmnister 
none of the Woongees or Attawoons condescended to pay me the com- 
pliment The Maywoon of Pegue sometunes honoured me with his 
company his official consequence, however, was here diminished into 
insigniGcance, notwithstanding he was of the highest order, except one, 
of nobility, wcanng a tzaloe of nine strings 

IVhen a public minister is delegated Irom a /breign power to the Bir- 
man court. It IS the established custom for the Alaywoon, or governor of 
the frontier province which tlie minister first enters, to provide for his 
safe conveyance to the capital, and to attend to his convemence so long 
as he continues to reside m tlie country, a service whicli he is frequently 
obliged to perform in person, as in the present case of ‘the Enghsli depu 
talion The governor ofBamoo, the province bordenng on Yiman, per- 
formed the office to our Clnnese neighbours with the utmost kmdness and 
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uibanity, and in his frequent visits to them took the opportunity of call- 
ing upon me. He was a sensible man, exceedingly courteous in his man- 
ners and address ; he said he had been twice to Pekin in the capacity of 
legate before he obtained his present station: he described the journey 
as very fatiguing, but, at the proper season, not at all perilous j he was 
upwards of three months in perfoimmg it The road from the frontiers 
of the province of Bamoo, until he penetrated far into Manchegee, or Y unan, 
lay through mountains : during the last thirty days he travelled in a boat 
. on canals and rivers He mfoimed me that there were two languages 
spoken in China, one the Tirroup, or native Chinese; the other the Tar^ 
Vait, or Tartar tongue: the latter is the language of the^ conquerors. The 
. Birmans have not liberty to pass at will into the Chinese territory, or the 
Chinese into that of the Birmans ; but the Governor has power to grant 
passports. He gave me an impression of the Chop, or seal, which he was 
accustomed to affix to such papers, and likewise promised me a chart of 
his route to Pekin, which he afterwards presented to me. I had va- 
rious occasions to acknowledge the attentions and kindness of this truly 
well bred and intelligent man, who seemed to have profited fiom his tra- 
vels, and to have overcome' that affected leserve which is the national cha- 
racteristic of a Birman courtier. 

On the 15 th of August, the arrival of a messenger from Rangoon, sent 
by Captain Thomas, as the bearer of letters and newspapers that had been 
brought from Calcutta, dijEused among us that satisfaction which they only, 
who have been in remote countries, and long absent from their friends, can 
truly estimate ; it was the first communication we had received since our 
departure fi-om Bengal, and the situation of affairs in Europe was at that 
time extremely interesting. 
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In addition to the comfort we experienced from living at ease; and hav- 
ing every ivant hberally supphed, our gratitude was due to providence for 
the mestimable blessing of health, which we enjoyed to a degree that-fuUy 
evinced the salubrity of the climate , not a symptom of sickness, m a singld 
instance fxcepted, had manifested itself among our people J blit this was 
not the case with our Chmese neighbours , they were less fortunate, a 
dysenteiy, which had early attacked the senior member of thfr embassy, 
began to spread among his domestics , and although they were not ntime- 
rous, we heard of frequent deaths, and of general illness among them As 
no doubt could be entertained of the healthiness of the situation we were 
m, their malady was to jie ascnbed to some other cause than the atmo- 
sphere The Governor of Baraoo, however, explained the matter very sen“ 
sibly, by observmg, that the sickness under which they alone laboured, 
entirely ongmated m their own indolence, and in the pernicious dietrthat 
they used The Chmese are said to be nationally great lovers of swme-s 
flesh, and these personages possessed all the partiality of their country for 
tliat unclean animal, they had erected a pigstyewithm the mclosure of their 
dwelhrg, where they fed pork for their own table, and, as a matter of com 
pliment, sometimes sent a jomt of the meat to me , but though it seemed 
to be good, we could not brmg ourselves to use it In addition to the ill 
eflecls of such gross food, they took no exercise, and drank immoderately 
of sliouchow, a fiery and deletcnous spint The Governor of Bamoo, 
who accounted for the cause of their ailment, condemned tlieir sensuality, 
which, he said, he had m vain endeavoured to correct by advice and per- 
suasion At length the prmcipai legate became so seribusly ill that lus 
life was judged to be in danger the governor, anxious for the preserva- 
tion of a person whose safely u-as in some degree entrusted to his care. 
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with a humanity that did him lionour, applied to me for medical assist- 
ance. Dr. Buchanan willingly accompanied him to the sick man’s cham- 
bei'j and on examining his patient, immediately peiceived that the case was 
despemte. He was an emaciated old man, leduced by a disease of such long 
continuance, as to leave no piospect ofiecovery: medicines, however, were 
administered, which, though they alfoided but a tempoiary relief,' raised 
a fallacious hope in the bieast of the suffeiei, who expressed the ^utmost 
anxiety to be able to attend on the day appointed for oui public reception, 
at which time the Chinese deputies were likewise to be introduced • they 
had before been admitted to an informal audience of the King, when the 
court was at Meengoung, soon after theii fust arrival, wheie his Majesty 
met them as though by chance. It is not usual foi the King to leceive 
public ministers ceremoniously except m the metropolis. 

As the time appi cached that was appointed for our public entry into 
Ummerapooia, which as yet we had only viewed Irom our lesidence on 
the opposite bank of the lake, I judged it proper to make some enquiry 
respecting the ceiemonials usually observed on such occasions, and the 
exterior ‘forms of homage that would be leqiiired. I wished also to ascer-' 
tain the relative degree of rank that would be granted to the agent of the 
Governor-Geneial of India ; and as I was olficially given to understand that 
the Chinese deputies were to be introduced on the same day, I urged my 
right to precedence, on the thoiough persuasion that they did not consti- 
tute an imperial embassy, but were merely a provincial legation, although 
probably sanctioned by the monarch of China. 

The necessity of ascertaining these points became evident, from the 
scrupulous regard to externaLforms, which the Birmans, manifested upon 
every occasion. The-Maywoon of Tegue being'the channel of my olEcial 
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communication, I received through hun, m reply to my first apphcation, 
general assurance of due attention, but an equivocal answer -with respec 
to the Chinese Repeating the requisition for satisfactory parUcidars, 
was informed that I should be allowed parity of rank with the nobihty c 
the court, and that precedence over the Chinese deputies would be grantei 
to me With those assurances I remained satisfied 
On the29th of August, the day preceding that of our formal introductior 
I received a message, desinng to know what number of attendants I mean 
to take wth me, and to specify the rank they bore, particularly that of th 
Pundit, the Moonshee, and painter I was at the same time acquamted, tha 
It svas not customary to admit armed men mto the palace, a form to whici 
I readily assented Late in the evemng another message was brought f 
inform me, that the profession of Dr Buchanan was held by the Birman 
in a less dignified estimation than it bore among us , and that it was un 
usual, on such solemn occasions, to receive a person of his station into tb 
Lotoo, or great council hall I took some pains to vindicate the digmty o 
the liberal and enlightened profession of medicme, and explained to them 
that there was no monarch of Europe who did not consider a physician a 
worthy to hold a place m the most distinguished ranks of society Thi 
difficulty ivas at lengtli conquered, they agreed to receive the Doctor, bu 
stipulated that he should nde on horseback m the procession, and not b 
indulged with an elephant, a privilege which, they said, was granted onl; 
to persons of tlie highest consequence 
Preparatory to our \ isit, the presents mtendcd for his Majesty were care 
fully assorted, and put into separate boxes they were both handsome ani 
costly, consisting of \anous kinds of European and Indian articles, sue! 
as mirrors, cut glass, lira arms, broad cloths, embroidered mushus, an 
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Indian' silks, all of the finest quality that could be procured ; among other 
things there was a Shanscrit manuscript, superbly illumined, and written 
with beautiful minuteness ; it was a copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, inclosed 
in a case of gold, and designed as a personal compliment from Sir John 
Shore, the Governor-General, to his Birman Majesty : there was^ also an 
electrical machine, of the effects of which some of the Birmans were 
not ignorant.* The boxes were covered with red satin, and fastened to 
poles, for the convenience of being cairied on men’s shoulders. * Every 
matter was ananged on the day before the ceremony was to take place. 

On the 30th of August we took an early breakfast, and about eight o’clock 
Sere-dogee, or secretary of the Lotoo, came to acquaint us that boats were 
prepared to convey us across the lake. Our domestics had received oiders 
to hold themselves in readiness^ dressed m the livery of the embassy, and 

I 

the guard was paraded without arms. The presents having been sent before, 
we walked to the water side, attended by Baba-Sheen, the Sere-dogee, and 
several inferior officers ; at the same time the two junior members of the 
Chinese mission, the senior being now at the point of death, came forth from 
the gate of their enclosure, attended by a retinue comparatively very small. 

j 

We found three war-boats at the bank ready to leceive us ; these boats weic 
sufficiently capacious for the number they were destined to contain : the 
largest was of fifty oars, but they were not above one-third manned, pro- 
bably with a view to our accommodation, as the vessels are so narrow, that 
peisons unaccustomed to them cannot sit between the rowers without incon- 
venience : it did not, however, escape our notice, that they were quite plain, 
without either gilding or paint. We were about twenty minutes in rowing 

to the opposite side of the lake, and found a ciowd of people collected 

\ 

* An electrifying machine had been introduced several years ago by a Frenchman. 

Zz 
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near theivater s edge to see us land Theplacewberewelanded appeared tobe 

nearly amdej m a direct line, below the fort, the southern ivalls of which 

are washed by the lake when the waters are swollen Three elephaflts and 

several horses were waiting to convey us, and some Birman officers of in- 

fenor consequence attended at the bank, dressed in their robes and caps 

of ceremony The furniture of the animals we were to nde was far from 

faemg superb Afen of rank m the Birman empire always guide their qivn 
< 

elephants, and sit on the neck, m the same manner that the drivers, or mo- 
haats, do m India owing to this custom they are unprovided with those com 
modious seats m which an Indian gentleman reposes at ease on the back of 
this noble beast, whilst the government of it is entrusted to another persoh 
A large wicker basket, somewhat resemblmg tlie body of an open carnage, 
but smaller, ivithout any elevated seat, and covered with carpels at the 
bottom, was fastened on the back of the elephant by means of iron chains 
that passed under his belly, and were prevented from chafing him by tanned 
ox hides Tills equipage was neither comfortable nor elegant , but as I 
had not learned how to manage an elephant, and nde between his ears, 
there was no alternative , I was obhged either to take what was provided, or 
submit to a less dignified conveyance The dnvers, instead of makmg the 
beast kneel down to receive his nder, as is the custom m other countnes, 
drove him up to a temporary stage that had been erected for the purpose 
of mounting Ejeh of the Chinese deputies ivas also honoured with an ele 
phant Mr Wood and Dr Buchanan rode on handsome spinted horses, of 
the small Pegue breed, u Inch Iiad been prepared for them, and were equip- 
ped withmuch better furniture than was assigned to the elephants TheBir- 
man saddles, houcicr, not being well calculated for the case of anEuropean 
nder, tuo of English maimfacturc, which we had brought with us, were sub 
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stitutedin their stead'. The moonshee, tlie^ pundit, and the painter were^ 
Kkewise permitted to ride on horsebacic. After we had adjusted the cere- 
monial of mounting, tlie procession was marshalled in the fotlowing^ order: 

A Sandbhgaan, or master of the ceremonies, on horseback; 

An OniroupsereCj or register of strangers, on horseback^' 

A Letzounseree, or register of presents, on horseback 
diessed in their official robes and caps. 

Soldiers that composed the escort. , 

The elephant of the representative of the Governor-General. 

Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan, on horseback. 

Baba-Sheen, as chief in tei*pre ter. 

The Chinese deputies, on elephants, pieceded by their servants, 

bearing flagy. 

A Wobndock, or second' counsellor of state. 

Two Terrezogees, or officeis who hold judiciary stations. 

The servants of the embassy walked on each side, two by two ; and a 
number of constables attended, with long white rods, to keep off the populace. 

The procession being thus arranged, we commenced our marcb, keep- 
ing a moderate pace, so as not to distress the bearers of the presents. After 
proceeding a short way, we entered a wide and handsome street, that was 
paved with brick : the houses on each side were low, built of wood, and co- 
vered with tiles ; they had been evidently prepared, for the"* occasion, being 
fresh whitewashed, and decorated with boughs and flowers ; the shops, which 
are usually open towards the street, displayed their best goods. In front 
of each house was a' slight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced into the 
street, to the distance of three or four feet ; over this space was spread a 
shade of bamboo mats, that reached from the eaves of the houses to the 
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railing, forming a sort of covered balcony, eveiy one of which was crowded 
with spectators, men and women mdiscnminately Boys sat on the tops 
of the houses, and the streets were so thronged as to leave only a suificient 
space for the procession to move without interruption, but what rendered 
the scene most remarkable was, the posture which the multittule preserved, 
e\ ery person, as soon as we came in sight, squatted on his hams, and contmued 
inthatpttitudeuntilwehad passedby this was an indication of high respect 
Throughout the crowd there was no disturbance or any extraordinaiynoise , 
the populace looked up and gaied in silence, nor did they attempt to follow 
us, but were satisfied with a transient view The Pagwaals, or constables, 
armed with long rods, sometimes aflected to stake those who were most 
fonvard, in order to make them recede, but m this act they humanely 
avoided hurUng any one, generally directing the blow to the ground dose to 
those whom they mtendcd to remove Thus we passed through, several 
wide streets, running in a strait direction, and often crossed by others at 
right angles We perceived only two brick houses, and these we were 
informed belonged to foreigners Contiguous to the fort was a small street, 
entirely occupied by die shops of silversmiths, who exhibited their wares 
in the open balcony, and displayedagreatvanetyofBirmanutcnsds inpJate 
The distance from the landing place to this street we computed to be two 
miles Immediately after ne crossed the ditch of the fort, which was wide, 
deep, and faced ivith bnek, but had little water m it the passage was over a 
causesvay formed on a mound of earth, in which there was a chasm of about 
ten feet to carry oIT the ram, and across this a strong bndge of planks ivas 
laid Betn ten the bridge and the fool of the ivaJl, there ivas a space, eighty 
or a hundred feet inde, on nhicb two redoubts were raised to defend the 
passage of the dilcli , the rampart, laced by a ival) of bnck, was about 
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twenty feet high, exclusive of the parapet, which had embrasures for can- 
non, and apeitures for musquetry. Small demi-bastions projected at regu- 

» 

lar distances beyond the wall, but they did not appear to contain sufficient 
space to admit of heavy oidnance. The body of the rampart was composed 
of earth, sustained externally and within by strong walls : the* gate was 
massive, with a Avicket in it, and the fort altogether, considered as an 
eastern foitification, Avas respectable, but insufficient to resist, the ap- 
proaches of an enemy skilled in the science of Avar, The Birmans, hoAv- 
ever, believe it to be impiegnable; they put their trust in the height and 
solidity of tlieir Avail, Avhich they conceive to be strong enough to resist all 
assaults, independent of the cover of a glacis, or any other advanced 
Avork than the ditch, I did not attempt to mortify their pride by telling 
them a disagreeable truth, that a battery of half a dozen cannon Avould, 
in a fcAv hours, ledace their Avails to a heap of ruins ; and, indeed, if I had 
told them so, it is probable they might not have credited the infoimation. 

We entered by the Avestein gate : there Avas little distinction betAveen the 
houses in the foit and those of the city, except that the dwellings of persons 
of official consequence, and the membeis of the royal family, Avho resided with- 
in the walls, were surrounded by a wooden partition, that inclosed a court. 
We passed, making several angles in our way, through a market supplied with 
rice, pulse, and other vegetables, but saAV neither meat noi fish. At the dis- 
tance of two short streets from the palace, we came to a rfpot where bamboo 
stages weie erected for us to alight, similar to those at the landing-place; here 
Ave dismounted, and Avalked in the sapie older as we had rode. Coming 
to the top of a short street leading down to the palace, we were desired 
by the Sandohgaan, or master of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, 
to stop and make obeisance to the residence of majesty, by a gentle 
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jaclmation of tJie body, and taumg the hand to the head; as they didi,. 
a desire uitli which J coinphed,- although I conceived the d i iSt an ce so great 
as hardly to require thatmarL of respect. When we had, proceeded two 
or three hundred yards ferther^ the Sandohgaan repeated the ceremowy of 
bowing, tdwhichlofieredno objection, nor shouldi I have felt the smallest 
reluctance in complying, hadi not the manner of the Sandohgaan been what 
I considered extremely disrespectful- Thus we proceeded, until we came 
to the rhoom, wMch was a lofty halt, raised Cmr or five feet ftom the 
ground, and open on all sides, it was situated about a hundred yards 
from the gate of the palace court, on the left, hand, and m the centre of a 
spacious area. Putting olE our shoes weentered; the saloon, and sat down, 
on carpets that were spread for us, with our fices tawards the palace gate 
here the presents were deposited, wlulst the Chmese deputies tool, them 
places on the otlier side 

It was now about ten o clock, and the Woondock mtunated that 
we must wait until all the prmccs of the royal lamiJy amvedi, before 
It would be proper for us to enter we had sat but a short time, when 
the Prince of Pegahm, the junior of the King s sons, in point of rank 
though not in years, bemg bom of a dillerent mother, made Ins appearance 
Ho ivas mounted ontheneckofa very fine elephant, which he guided hunself, 
sitting on a scarlet cloth embroidered with gold, whilst a servant behmd, 
on the back of the alumal, screened him from the sun with a gilded parasol 
About fifty musquctccrs led the way , these were followed by a munbec of 
halberdiers, carrying spears with gddrd shalls.and decorated witfi gold tas- 
sels Six or eight officers of his household (each of the Kmg s sons have a 
separate establishment) came ne.xt, dressed m velvet robes ivith embroi- 
dered caps, and chains of gold depending from the left shoulder to the nght 
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side ; these immediately preceded the prince's elephant : another body of 
spearmen, with his palanquin of state, closed the procession. On entering 
-the gate, he gave ito'one of his attendants a polished iron hook, with which 
^he governed his elephant ; as not any thing that can be used as a weapon 
is suffered to be brought within the precincts of the palace, not even by 

a 

his Majesty’s sons. The prince’s escort halted without the gate, and the 
gi eater number of his attendants were stopped, those only being admitted 
who were of higher rank, together with the men who carried ^his large 

j 

- beetle-box of gold^ and Ins flaggon of wafer, which 'are brought rather for 
state than for refreshment. When the^prince had alighted, his elephant re- 
^ turned, and all the attendants ranged themselves in the area between the 
rhoom and the palace gate. Soon after the Prince of Pegahm had ’entered, 
the Prince of Tongho, the next in precedence, appeared; he was attended 
by a suite nearly similar to that of his brother ; and in succession came , 

. I 

the Princes of Bassein and of Prome: the Engy Teekien, or heir apparent, 
came last ; when he arrived it was twelve o’clock, which, the great drum, 
that proclaims the hours, sounded from a iofty tower near the palace. 
The state in which the latter personage made his public entrance was 
highly superb, and becoming his elevated station. He was preceded by a 
numerous body guard of infantry, consisting of four or five bundled men, 
armed with musquets, who marched in regular files, and weie uniformly 
clothed and accoutred", next came a party of Gassay troopers, habited in 
theii fanciful dress, with high conical caps bending backwards. We were 
told that through respect they had alighted from their hoises nearly at the 
same place where we had dismounted. Twenty or thirty men followed 
these, holding long gilded wands ; then came eighteen or twenty military 
officers of rank, with gilded helmets ; next the civil officers of liis house- 
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hold and his council, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobility, and arrayed 
in their robes and caps of state, vaned according to their respective ranks 
The Pnnce, borne on men s shoulders, in a very rich palanquin, but With- 
out any canopy, followed , he was screened &om the sun by a large gilded 
fan, supported by a nobleman, and on each side of his palanquin walked six 
Cassay astrologers, of the JBrammical sect, dressed in white gowns and 
white caps, studded with stars of gold , close behind, his servants earned 
his watek flaggon, and a gold beetle box, of a size which appeared to be 
no inconsiderable load for a man Several elephants and led horses with 
nch housmgs came after , some infenor officers, and a body of spearmen, 
with three companies of musqueteers, one clotlied in blue, another in green,' 
and a thud m red, concluded the procession 
In every part of this ostentatious parade perfect regulanty was main- 
tained, which considerably mcreased the efiect All things seemed to have 
been carefully predisposed and properly arranged If it was less splendid 
than impenal Delhi, in the days of Mogul magmficence, it was far more 
decorous than any court of Dmdostan at the present day The rabble was 
not tumultuous, the attendants and soldiery were silent, and every man 
seemed to know his oivu place No noisy heralds, as is the custom in 
India, ran before, vociferatmg titles, and overturning people in their 
way The display of this day was solemn and dignified, and I doubt 
much whether, in any other capital, such multitudes could be brought 
togetlicruilh so little confusion, as, besides the attendants and the military 
there ucrc many thousands of spectators 

Our delay in the rlioom bad now been protracted to tiro hours, a cir- 
cumstance which, though it gratified our curiosity with a novel and most 
mtcrestiiig spectacle, yet could not be considered as a mark of respect, 
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especially as we had not the company of any person of distinguished rank, 
the junior Woondock excepted, who staid with us but a veiy shoit time. 
The attendance of the JMaywoon of Pegue, was, according to*the usage of 
the countiy, on this occasion our undoubted right; and the example of 
the Viceroy of Bamoo, who paid that' compliment to tlie Chinese deputies, 
placed the omission m a moie strildng point of view, whilst the singular 
character of the people put it out of my power, to attiibute the ^neglect 
to chance, or to casual inadveitency. 

A few minutes after the Engy Teekien, oi Prince Royal, had entered, 
we leceivcd a summons, in compliance with which we proceeded from 
tfie rhoom, observing the same older as before; the piesents cariied in 
front, and the members of the Chinese embassy following the English de- 
putation. As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was exceedingly trouble- 
some, by calling on jus to make frequent supeifluous obeisances, whilst 
his manner of requiiing them was conspicuously uncivil. I checked hiS' 
insolence by observing, thiough Baba Sheen, that if he wished me to pro- 
ceed, he must alter his tone and demeanour. This reproof, however, had 
only a iliomentary effect; he soon lesumed his airogant behaviour, which 
he repeated throughout the day, whenever opportunity offeied. 

On approaching the gate, the greater pait of our attendants were stopped, 
and not permitted to follow us ; and we.weie desired to put off our shoes, 

with which we immediately complied. * 

« 

The area we now entered was spacious, and contained the Lotoo, or 
grand hall of consultation and of audience, where the Woongees meet in 
councilj and where affairs of state are discussed and determined. Within 
this mclosure there is an inner court, separated by a brick wall, which 
comprehends the palace, and all the buildings annexed to the royal, resi- 

3 A 
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dence Witlim the gate a troop of tumblers were performing their feats, 
while dancing girls were exhibiting their graces in the open air, and on the 
bare grounds to the sound of no very harmonious music We werS next 
ushered up a flight of stairs into a very noble saloon, or open hall, called 
the Lotoo, where the court was assembled m all the pomp that Birman 
grandeur could display On entering tlus hall, a stranger cannot fail to 
be surpnsed at the magnificence of its appearance , it is supported by 
seventy seien pillars, disposed m eleven rows, each consistmg of seven 
The space between the pillars I judged to be about twelve feet, except 
the central row, which ivas probably two feet wider The roof of the 
budding IS composed of distmet stages, the lughest in the centre The row 
of pillars that supported the middle, or most lofty roof, we judged to be 
thirty five or forty feet in height , the others gradually dimmish as they 
approach the extremities of the building, and those which sustain the bal 
cony are not more than twelve or fourteen feet At the farther part of 
the hall there is a high gilded lattice, exteudmg quite across the buddmg, 
and in the centre of the lattice is a gilded door, which, when opened, dis- 
plajs the throne, this door is elevated five or six feet from die floor, so 
that the throne must be ascended by means of steps at the bach, which are 
not visible, nor is the seat of the throne to be seen, except when the King 
comes in person to the Lotoo At the bottom of the lattice there is a gill 
balustrade, three or four feet high, in wluch the umbrellas and several 
other insigni i of state were deposited The royal colour is white, and the 
umbrellas were made of silL of that colour, richly bespangled with gold 
Within this magnificent saloon were seated, on their mverled legs, all the 
pnnccs and the principal nobility of the Birman empire, each person m 
the place appropriated to lus particular ranL and station proximity to the 
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throne is, of couise, the most honouiable situation; and this station was 
occupied by the princes of the blood, the Woongees, the Attawoons, and 
othei ''gicat olHcers of state. The Engy Teekien (or heir apparent) sat on 
a small stool, about six inches high; the other piinces on fine mats. The 
space between the central pilhus that fiont the thione, is always left vacant, 
for this curious leason, that his Majesty’s eyes may not be obliged to be- 
hold those, whom he does not mean to honoui with a look. The place 

allotted for us w'as next to this unoccupied part, but we afterwaids disco- 

* 

vered that the Chinese deputies had taken possession of those seats which, 
according to the etiquette that had been agreed upon, the English gentle- 
ihcn were to have occupied. So tiivial a ciicumstance would not have me- 
rited attention, had it not been followed by ciicumstances which left no 
room to suppose, that any act i elating to exleinal forms was eithei accidental 
or unpiemeditated, on the part of those who regulated the ceiemonials. 

After we had taken possession of mats that had been spread for us, it 

was civilly intimated that w'e ought not to protrude the soles of our feet 

towards the seat of majesty, but should endeavoui to sit in the postuie that 

w'as observed by those aiound us. With this desiie we would leadily 

have complied, if it had been in our powei, but we had not yet learned 

to sit upon our own legs : the flexibility of muscles which the Birmans, 

and indeed all the natives ot India, possess, is such, as cannot be acquiied 

by Europeans. A Birman, when he sits, seldom touches .the seat with his 

posteriors, but is suppoited by his heels. It is scarcely practicable for an 

European, dressed in close garments, to place himself in such an attitude; 

> 

and if he were able, it would be out of his power to continue long in it. We 
inverted our legs as much as possible, and the awkwardness with which 
we did this excited a smile from some; not a word, however, was uttered. 
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and our endeavours, I thought, seemed to give satisfaction In a few 
minutes eight Bramins, dressed in white sacerdotal gowns, and silh caps 
of the same colour, studded with gold, assembled roimd the foot'of the 
throne, within the balustrade, and recited a long prayer m not unpleas 
mg recitative, this ceremony lasted a quarter of an hour When they had 
withdrawn, the letter from the Governor General, which I dehvered to a 
WoondocL, ivas placed on a sdver tray m front of the raihng, and a San- 

f 

dohgaan, or reader, advanced into the vacant space, and made three pro- 
strations, touching the ground each time with his forehead , he then read, 
or rather chanted, in a loud voice, what I understood was a Birman trans 
lation of the letter When this was done, the reader repeated his prostra 
tions, and next proclauned a list of the presents for the Kmg These several 
readings bemg finished, he repeated his obeisances and retued after an 
interval of a few minutes, an ofiicer, enutled Nahhapngee, adianced, and 
proposed a question to me, as if from Ins Majesty , on receivmg my an- 
swer he withdrew, as it might be supposed, to commumcate the reply, 
and returned in an adequate time to ask another thus fie put three 
separate questions to me, nhich were as follows “ You come from a dis 
tant country, how long is it since you amvcd? How were the King, 
Queen, and royal family of England, when the last accounts came from 
thence* Was England at peace or war with other nations? and was your 
country in a sta/e of disturbance* 

The latter question alone contained more than words of compliment and 
ceainony, and coming in such a solemn manner, required a clear apd deter 
minatc ans« cr on my part I replied m tlie Persian language — “ that Great 
Britain was at enmity with France, tliat the continent. of Europe ivas the 
scat of war , but that the kingdom of England enjoyed perfect tranquillity. 
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whi,cli it was not probable would be distuibed." This inten'ogation seemed 
to indicate that the Biimans had leceived impiessions of our situation in 
Eurcfpe fioni no very favouiable quarter; and I had aftemards occasion 
to know, that the unremitting and restless industiy of French propagators 
had peivaded even this i emote region, and though, in such ^ country, 
they daie not avow their equalizing principles, they left no art unpractised, 
through the means of their emissaiies, to insinuate doubts, excite fears, and 
cieate distrust of the English. 

These weie all the questions that were proposed ; neither the Chinese nor 

> 

any other person being interrogated. In a few minutes after my last leply 
*had been conveyed, a very handsome desert was biought in, and set before 
us ; it consisted of a variety of sweetmeats, as well China as Biiman; 

laspack, or pickled tea-leaf, and beetle, formed part of the entertainment, 

/ 

which was served up in silver, china, and glass-ware : there appeared to 
be not less than an hundied different small dishes: we tasted of a few, 
and found some of them vei y palatable ; but none of the courtiers partook, 
or moved fiom their places. About half an hour had elapsed, when we 
weie .informed by the Sandohgaan that there was no occasion for us to 
lemain any longer. The non-appearance of his Majesty was a consider- 
able disappointment, as I had been taught tp expect that he would have 
received the Goveraor-General’s letter in peison: it was not, however, 
until some time aftenvards, that I was made acquainted with the tine 
leason of his absence. 

When we rose to leave the Lotoo, the Sandohgaan desired us to make 

j 

three obeisanceS to the throne, by a slight inclination of the body and 
raising the right hand to the head ; we were then rec'onducted to the sa- 
loon, wheie we were informed it was necessary we should remain until the 



566 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


princes came forth from the palace, and had got upon their elephants, 
as their etiquette did not allow any person, on such occasions, to mount 
before the members of the royal family, t\e accordingly tool our places 
in this hall as before shortly aftenvards the court broLe up with as much 
form andjiarade as it liad assembled ' 

The ceremony of departure differed from that of entrance the Engy Tee 
Lien came out first, who tvent m last, ne\t followed the other members of 
the royal family m rotation, and after them came the Chobwaas, or petty 
tributary prmces thcoc are personages who, before the Birmans had ex 
tended their conquests over the vast temtory they now possess, had held 
small independent sovereignties, which they were able to maintain so long' 
as the balance of power contmued doubtful between the Birmans, Peguers, 
and Siamese , but the decided success that has attended the Birman arms 
since the accession of the present family, having deprived them of their in 
dependence, tlieir countries are now reduced to subordinate provmces of the 
Birman empire As many of their governors as confidence could be placed 
in, and who were willing to take the oath of allegiance to their conquerors, 
were continued m the management of their former possessions, and are 
obliged to make an annual visit to the capital, to pay homage in person at 
tile golden feet The moderation, as well as the policy of this measure, 
is said to have fully answered the ends that were proposed 
As soon as thq royal family had departed, we returned to the place 
11 here lie had left our elephants, and proceeded liome, with this difference, 
(hat (111, Climese deputies, who had followed us to the palace, preceded us 
m our return , a circumstance which, m addition to sevdral others, gave 
me cause to attribute want of ingenuousness to tliosc, who had the manage 
ment of the ceremonials My claim of precedence had been unconditionally 
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Stipulated and admitted; a piccedence, which the certainty that the Chi- 
nese deputies constituted only a provincial mission of veiy inferior consi- 
dciafion, me an undoubted title to demand. 

With a people less attentive to punctilio, or less regardful of the pri- 
vileges and external indications of lank, I should certainly *not have 
consideied it necessary to contioveit inatteis ol no intiinsic moment in 
themselves, but winch, when intended to pioduce an effect on the minds 
of those who can only judge fiom appeal ances, become* to a person in a 
public capacity, of real impoitancc. Eveiy occuiience ol this day, and 
every object that presented itself, evinced the pievious caie that had been 
bestowed on the minutest points of etiquette : the utmost splendoui of the 
couit had been displayed on the occasion; and I was ciedibly informed, 
that the non-appearance of his Majesty was neither customary when a 
foicign ministei lioni a sovereign state was to be intioduced, nor owing 
to any accidental prevention; but that it was a matter piedetermined, in 
order to afford a pretext for spieading abioad that the repiesentative of the 

English nation had deliveied his dispatches, and tendeied tiibute (for so 

< 

they denominated the presents), without being honouied by an interview 
of their King. These appaient indications of arrogance, which were not 
diminished by the unworthy artifice of making me believe, that his Ma- 
jesty was to have received in person the letter fiom the Governor-General, 
as coming from a sovereign and an equal power, gave me reasonable 
grounds to be dissatisfied with the manner in which the ceremonials had 
been conducted, and made me suspect the leal light in which it was the 

B 

wish of the court that I should be consideied. As nothing, however, de- 
giading to my public character had yet been avowed, I refrained from 
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any fonnai declaration of my sentiments till subsequent circumstances con- 
firmed my conjectures, and rendered an explanation unavoidable 

We did not arrive at our dwellmg m the grove, till past three o clock 
In our ivay home the spectators were few, m comparison ivith the numbers 
collected to gaze at us when we went The day had been oppressively 
hot, we were nevertheless highly gratified by the scene we had beheld, 

which was uncommonly splendid, and in every respect suited to the dig- 
< 

nity of an impenal court The evening, however, proved cool, and refresh- 
ing breezes recompensed us for the sultriness of the day, the transactions 
of which supplied an interesting topic of conversation until the hour of 
repose 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Presents expected by the principal Officers — of trivial Value — Matter of 
Form. — Visit the Engij Feekien — Conduct of the public Officers more 
respectful. — Splendour of the Court. — Engij Feekien — Ceremony at de- 
parting. — ChobwaSj or tributary Princes. — Meedaw Praw — a Princess 
of high Dignity — her Court — venerable Person — Curiosity — Polite- 
* ness. — Visit to the Princes of Prome — of Bassien — of Fongho — and 
of Pegahm, — Reception at their respective Courts. — Vmv the Piedigaut 
Fiek, .or Royal Library. — J^oises rene^ved by the Chinese. — Effects of 
Despotism. — Pride of the Ministers — Insurmountable Difficulty in 
a Point of Etiquette. — Politeness of the Governor of Bamoo. — Visit to 
the Seredayv Poundagee Praw 3 or Arch Priest. — Magnificent Kioum — 
Jfumerous religious Buildings. — Knebang Kioum — a beautiful Building 
— to^ what Puipose applied. — A Kioum of extraordinary Splendour . — 
Visit the Arracan Gaudma — enthusiastic Adoration of the Multitude — 
Chounduj or Place of Accommodation for Strangers. — Partake of Re- 
freshment — Return — Description of the Fort of Ummerapoora. 

The next morning, August 31st, the Shawbunder of Rangoon, and Baba* 
Sheen, waited on us with infoimation, that as our formal introduction was 
now past, .1 might command elephants and horses to go wheresoever I 
pleased ; and that they had received an order to attend, and to shew me 
whatever was most worthy the notice of a stranger. They intimated also 

3 B 
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that the Engy TeeLien, or heir apparent, tvas to hold a court on the fol- 
lowing day for the purpose of our latroduction, and that our attendance 
would be expected about the hour of noon These instructions they had 
received from the Maywoon of Pegue, to whom I wrote m reply, that 
as the stipulated fonnahties, which had been agreal to by all parties, 
had been infrmged on the preceding day, it became necessary, before I 
could accept of the pnnce s invitation, to receive a positive assurance, 
that thiy would be better observed on this occasion I likewise repre- 
sented the conduct of the Sandohgaan as obviously disrespectful, and 
hoped that he would not be allowed to officiate agam on our mtroduction , 
but, abote all, I desired to be evphcitly informed, whether or not, theEng;(^ 
TeeLien purposed to appear in person, without which I could not possibly 
ihiuL of attending his court 

To this letter I received a civil reply, in the Persian language, assuring 
me that some part of what to me seemed objectionable, originated m mis 
take , that the Sandoligaan should be confined for his improper conduct , 
and that the pnnce intended to receive me in person these assurances, 
commg from such a quarter, were perfectly satislactory 

Since my arrival I lud been appnzed of a circumstance, of uhich I ivas 
before unaware, that it was customary for a person in a public capacity, to 
present sometlung of the manulacture of his country, or some ranty, to each 
member of the royal famdy to whom he is introduced, it ivas likewise usual, 
though not indispensably necessary, to pay the same complmient to the 
cliief ministers and the pnncipal officers of the court This present bemg no 
inor,. tlian a piece or two of muslin, or silk, was too tnflmg to be regarded 
by the indisiduals, for its saluc, it wras, nevertheless, expected, and the 
omission would be considered as unliandsome m addition, therefore, to the 
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things that I had brought with me, I gave directions to purchase such ar- 
ticles of Euiopean and Indian manufactuie, as were most esteemed, and 
could *be procured ; these I allotted agreeably to the instructions of Baba- 
Sheen and the Shawbunder, who weie so good as to acquaint me with the 
established forms, and the pioportion to be presented to each pei;son. 

At nine o’clock on the first of September we crossed the river, nearly 

with the same attendance as on the former day. In consequence of an 

application I had made to the ^laywoon of Pegue, elephants were now 

provided for Mr. Wood and Dr. Buchanan. This was a circumstance which 

neither the gentlemen themselves, nor I should have deemed of sufficient 

Importance to deserve any attention, had not the junior members of the 

Chinese embassy been supplied with them ; but as these people paid such 

strict attention to the minutest aiticle, expressive of lelative lank, I did not 

think It right, that the gentlemen with me, should be considered in a degree 

inferior to the subordinate members of a provincial delegation, of which, 

an acquiescence m a less dignified mode of conveyance than the Chinese 

weie allowed, would, on my pait, have been a tacit admission. 

. We^proceeded through the city by the route we pursued before, with the 

presents carried in front, and observing the same ordei of procession. Many 

of the houses were decorated with flower-pots and garlands, but the spec- 

* 

tators were by no means so numerous as when we made our first entrance. 
We dismounted at the top of a street within a few hundred yards of the 
sui rounding wall of the prince’s palace, where stages had been erected for 
our convenience ; from thence we were conducted to the Rhoom, which 
was situated a little to the right hand of the principal gate; there was 
another building of a similar kind opposite to us, which we were informed 
was used only for trials, and the transaction of public business ; but the 
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one that we occupied, was appropriated to ceremony and. state In the 
Ibnnalaies of tins day, a much more respectful demeanour was preserved 
towards us, than on the former occasion, and we sat in the Rhoom with 
better company Two Woondocks, the master of the elephants, and some 
other offifers, bearing emblems of rank, attended us , another Sandohgaan 
also officiated in the ceremonials, and behaved very differently from the 
person, whose manners had been so offensive, and whom I did not ob 
serve at court on this day This conduc^ frilly compensated for the former 
mcivihty, though perhaps the Sandohgaan did not receive any severe 
reprehension for what he had done 

The King of the Birmans, who seems to have a parental fondness for all 
Ins children, is said to be particularly attached to the Epgy TeeLien, or 
eldest prmce , and ivitii a liberal policy has granted him a share m the 
government, almost equal to what he himself exercises The establishment 
of the heir apparent is becoming his high station and future expectations, 
and his Woon or chief minister stands among the foremost of the Brnnan 
nobles, in reputation for wisdom and integnty 

There svas little m the etiquette of this day, different from that of the 
visit to Ins Majesty ive ivaited in the Rhoom until all the younger 
pnnccs had arrived, which they did as before, in rotation, beginmng with 
the junior The members of the royal family went within the gate, before 
they alighted fro^ji their elephants and palanquins, but the ministers and 
the nobihty dismounted on the outside, and proceeded on foot. After each 
person had entered, the gale was immediately closed, and opened as soon 
as another visitant presented himself When we advanced to the gate we 
expected it would lia\e been instantly tlirown open to admit US, a delay, 
Iwweser, occurred, which ?t first I was mdincd to attribute to some aca- 
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dental ciicumstance ; but after I had waited some minutes under a burning 
sun, finding that theie was an unnecessaiy and apparently a studied protrac- 
tion, 1 turned round and walked towards the Rhoom ; on this, the door was 
immediately opened, and the interior court, on the right hand of the gate, 
as we enteied, displayed seveial men dancing in masqueiade, and on the 
left was a band of musicians, and a set of dancing girls without masks. A 
little farther on, theie were two handsome houses; one of masonry, with 
doors and windows closely resei^ibhng Gothic stiucture, Jat roofed, and of 
a peculiar, but fur fiom inelegant, constiuction ; the other was of wood. 
We weie conducted to the latter, and ascended into a capacious saloon, 
open on three sides. Here we found the couit assembled, neaily in the 
same manner as at the Lotoo. The hall consisted of six rows of pillais, 
seven in’ each row : theie was neither gilding noi paint bestowed on them, 
such ornaments being strictly, confined to the sovereign and the priesthood. 
The naked pillars gave a veiy rude appeal ance to the apartment, which 
was disadvantageously contiasted, with the brilliant dresses of the cour- 
tiers. We occupied the same relative position to the lest of the assembly, 
as at the Lotoo, with this difference, that the gentlemen of the English mis- 
sion had the place assigned to them, which the Chinese deputies, either 
through mistake, or design, possessed on the former day. At one end of the 
saloon, against a wainscot, stood the prince’s sofa of state, coveied with em- 
broidered cloth, and on each side were ranged several utensils of gold of a 
vdry large size ; such as his beetle-box, cup, spitting-pot, and water-flaggon : 
above the sofa theie was a window in the wainscot, six or eight feet from 
the ground, with* folding shutteis, that, were closed when we entered the 
hall. Soon after we had taken our seats, four Biamins dressed in white 

t 

sacerdotal garments, chanted a prayer that lasted a quarter of an hour; their 
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devotions being finished, the window beforementioned suddenly opened, 
and discovered the Engy TeeLen seated behind it The courtiers imme 
diately bent their bodies, and sat in a crouching attitude, with theu Bands 
jomed the Enghsh gentlemen jomed their hands^lilce the rest of the 
company^ The pnnce seemed to be about twenty eight or thirty years 
of age, of an open countenance, and rather mclmed to corpulency , but 
of his person we could not judge, as his head and shoulders only were 

C 

visible His habit, as much as could b? seen of it, shone with gold, and 
he wore on his head, a pyranudical cap that gbstened exceedmgly, but of 
Its real ncimess we could not form any estimate, bemg at too great a dis 
tance A list of the presents was then recited m a loud voice by a reader, 
Imeeling in front of the sofa, after winch total silence prevailed throughout 
the assembly , not a word was spoben by the pnnce , he noticed no one, 
but sat erect and motionless, inthout appearmg to loijL either to the nght 
or the left About a quarter of an hour elapsed in this dumb interview, 
when on a sudden, by some agency invisible to us, tlie wmdow shutters 
were closed, and we saw him no more 

A V ery handsome desert u as then served up, on dishes spread on gilded 
trays AVe tasted of several things, and, when the repast was ended, 
returned to the Rhoom, in which we remained until the royal family 
passed by As much form ivas observed tins day, as when Uie court as 
scmblcd at the frotoo, and the demonstrations of respect mamfested to 
wards tlie Engy Teebien, as well by Ins brothers, as by inferior subjects, 
fell little short of what is offered to the sosereign himself, a circum- 
stance tliat strikingly evinces, the wisdom and policy of the government 
The Chobivas, or petty princes, who followed the royal family, were on 
this daj very numerous w.e were told that there were all together fifty six 
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Chobwas dependent on the Birman state; if it be true, their teriitories 
must be veiy inconsideiable. On the piesent occasion the Governor of 
BaiiKJo walked amongst them in piocession, horn which we concluded that 
he is a tempoiaiy legent; a station to which the King occasionally ap- 
points Biiman officers, when the hei editary piince of the counti-y happens 
to be a minor, or incapable of the administration of public affaiis. 

The mother of the piincipal Queen, named Meedaw Pi aw, has already 

been mentioned, as a princess oXJiigh dignity, veneiabk from her years, 

» 

and illustrious from the affinity that she bears to the loyal family; her 
sister had been the wife of the famous Alompra, the deliverer of his 
fcountiy, and her daughter being espoused to the reigning monaich, she 
stands in the double relation of aunt and mothei-in-law to the king. I had 
been apprized that a visit to this lady would be an acceptable mark of 
respect to his majesty, and as, the rank she bore, gave hei precedence over 
all the sons of the king, except the heir apparent, it was piopei that I 
should wait upon her befoie I paid my respects to the junior princes. I 
gladly embraced the oppoitunity, which this offer gave me, to attend the 
drawing-room of an Asiatic piincess, and piomised myself much gratifica- 
tion from a sight so uncommon, among the jealous nations of the East. 
When the ceremony at the palace of the Engy Teekien had ended, it was 
not more than two o’clock, and theie was yet sufficient time to wait 
upon the Meedaw Praw, who, we were mfoimed, had made prepara- 
tions to receive us. Mounting our elephants, we went in form to attend 
her, ,and found her possessed of a very handsome mansion in the neigh- 
bourhood of the imperial palace ; it was situated in the centre of a court, 
surrounded by a palisade, at the gate of which there was a stage erected 
for our convenience in alighting. We entered. the inclosure without any 


/ 
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of the parade observed in our former visits at the bottom of the stairs we 
put off our shoes, and ascended mto a handsome hall, supported by seve- 
ral lofty pillars , at the farther end a portion of the floor was elevated six 
or eight mches, and separated by a neat balustrade from the rest of the 
room , wathin this space, under a white canopy, ivas placed a large cushion 
of blue velvet fringed with gold, on a carpet coiered with muslin There 
was a numerous assemblage of both sexes, but particularly women, sittmg 

c 

round the balustrade As soon as we filtered, a space was immediately 
vacated for us to occupy, m front of the door and opposite to the cushion 
After we had been seated a few minutes, the old lady came forth fi'om an 
inner apartment, and walhed slowly towards the elevated seat, supported 
by two female servants, whilst another held up her tram , her long white 
hair hung loose upon her shoulders, but she wore neither covering nor 
ornament upon her head , her dress, whic}i was extremely fine, without 
being gaudy, became her advanced years and high dignity , it consisted 
of a long robe of wlute muslin, and over her shoulders was thrown a sash 
of gauze, embroidered with sprigs of gold She advanced to where the 
cushion ivas placed, and took her seat on the carpet, supporting her head 
on her arm that rested on the pillow, whilst the two female attendants, 
neatly dressed, kneelmg, one on each side, fanned her witli long gilded 
fans Every person seemed to pay her profound respect, and when she 
entered, both men and women bent their bodies in the attitude of submis- 
sion 1 had brought, as a token of my veneration, a stnng of pearl and 
some fine muslin The Sandohgaan announced the offering, and enumerated 
the articles with a loud voice, entreating, in my name, hfer gracious accept- 
ance of them She looked at the English gentlemen with earnestness, but 
seemed entirely to disregard the Chinese, although their dress was much 
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more showy than ours : her manner was on this occasion extremely complai- 
sant, and she asked sevei al questions, such as, what were our names'^ how we 
were ift. health? what were our ages^ on being informed, she obligingly said 
she would pray that we might attain as great longevity as herself ; adding, 
that she had leached her seventy-second year. I did not perceive, amongst 
the numerous company that attended, any of the junior princes, or of the 

principal ministeis, although there were several personages of distinction. 

> 

After she had retired, a very handsome deseit was served up: the fruits 
and preserves were delicious : whatever China could yield, was united with 
the produce of their own country. Having tasted of various dishes, we 
withdrew without any ceremony ; and as , none of the royal family were 
present, there was no necessity to delay our departure : we accordingly 
returned home, a good deal oppressed by the heat of the weather, and wea- 
ded by the lepetition of tedioi^s foimalities. 

On the two following days we visited the princes of Prome, of Bassien, 
of Tongho, and of Pegahm, titles taken from the provinces over which 
they respectively preside. These brotheis are not all by the same mother; 
the pririce of Prome alone, being full brother to the Engy Teekien, or hen 
apparent. In the coui se of our visits we had a better opportunity than 
before, of viewing the streets and buildings ; the former were invariably laid 
out in strait lines, crossing each other at light angles. The houses m general 
differed little fiom those of Rangoon; they were all covered with tiles, and 
on the ridge of the loofs was a long range of earthen pots, filled with 
water, in readiness to be broken in case of fire The few houses of brick 
and mortar which we saw, were said to belong to the members of the royal 
family. Rows of trees were planted in several streets, five oi six feet in 
front of the houses, forming a shady walk for, foot passengers. As the 
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younger pnnces do not assume the state of loyalty, our reception was 
much more gay and less ceremonious at their palaces, than at that of the 
Engy Teehien At the palace of the prmce of Prome, or, as he is termed, 
the Pee Teelaen, the preparations made for ^ur_^entertajnment were ex 
tremely splendid When the gate of the inclosure was throtvn open to 
admit us, we were surprised with a view of a lane of elephants on one side, 
and of horses on the other, there were fifteen of the former, some of which 

t ’ 

surpassed in sCte and beauty any 1 had ever seen the horses were more 
numerous, and several of them were nchly capansoned Passmg through 
tliese, we came to an open space, where rope dancers and tumblers were 
performing in the open air We stopped to look at them, but observed 
iiotliing remarkable in their feats , they were much infenor in agility to 
the tumblers of Southern India One man, however, surprised us a<good 
deal, by applying die point of a spear to bis shoulder and resting the other 
end against a pillar, thus pushing on it, apparently with great force, until 
he bait and broke a thick shaft, this he effected without piercmgJiis own 
skin, which, though the spear was not very sharp, must have been won- 
derfully finn to have resisted such evident violence 
While we were v lewmg the sports, a message was brought from- the prince 
to acrjuoint us tliat these people had been procured for our amusement , 
and after ne had satisfied our curiosity, he would be glad to see us We im- 
mediately proceeded to the hall ofreception, which was a handsome wooden 
building, but not so large as that of the elder brother Attheupperend there 
was a sofa, curiously gilded, and decorated with pieces of mirror, disposed 
m such a manner as to produce a pleasing effect None of the royal family 
were present, and we did not observe any of tiie Woongecs or Attawoons 
A few minutes after wc had taken our scats, the prince entered, splendidly 
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dressed ; he proceeded to his ^ofa with much solemnity, and spoke only a 
few words. We were, as usual, entertained with a handsome desert, of 
winch ‘the prince himself solicited us to eat. As soon as he withdiew, our 
attention was called to a select company of figure-dancers, who had com- 
menced their performance'mThe virando, or balcony of the hall. This band 
of females did not at all discredit the festival of a prince ; three of the num~ 
her were beautiful, and moved with graceful ease, m perfect haimony to 
the music : their outer dress was a flowing robe, made of transparent gauze 
delicately embroidered with flowers of gold and silver, and a profusion of 
gold chains encircled their necks and arms. We remained a quaiter of an 
hour beholding this elegant spectacle, and then returned to the place where 
our elephants were waiting. The prince of Prome is in person rather above 
the middlfe size ; his age does not exceed twenty-seven or twenty-eight years ; 
and, like his elder brother, h^s appearance promises futuie corpulency: 
his countenance is naturally cheerful and pleasing, which we were told was 
the true index of his mind : he bears an excellent character, and is said to 
be much esteemed in the province, over which he immediately presides. 

Our next visit was to the prince of Tongho, by whom we were leceived 

✓ 

with every mark of attention. His dwelling was much inferior to those of 
his elder brothers, and the attendance was comparatively small ; there 
were, however, a number of state elephants paraded in the couit-yard, 
and we passed through a line of musqueteers, drawn up in single files on 
each side. This military array had a very singulai appeal ance; hardly any 
two vyere dressed alike, and some of them were without any other cloth- 
ing, than a fillet \hat encircled their head, and a cloth rolled round their 
waist: through respect, they weie all seated on their heels, some with 
their fiielocks shouldered, and others with the butts resting on the ground. 
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Here also we found tumblers, musicians, and dancers, and there were 
two carnages m waitmg, handsomely gilded, with a pair of horses har- 
nessed to each these veliicles were of a hght construction, on four i^heels, 
open at the sides, and covered with a convex cano^ The pnnce sat on 
a gilded fhair, he ivas a slender man, and appeared to be older than the 
pnnce of Prome, whom he is said not to resemble m any particular The 
power which this pnnce possesses must be considerable, as his govern- 
ment, formerly the mdependent kingdom- of Tongho, is nch, extensive, 
and populous, and the fort of Tongho is, at the present day, deemed the 
strongest in tlie empire Persons of rank, we observed, were here permitted 
to introduce their beetle boxes and spitting pots, which ivas not the case af 
any of tlie other courts Our i isit being concluded, we returned home 
The heat dunng the early part of this day had been very intense, but 
a refreshmg shower toivards eveiimg cooled the air, aijd rendered the night 
pleasant We were not surprised when «e came back, to learn that the 
senior of the Ghmese embassy had died during our absence, as he had been 
so ill m the morning, that lus colleagues dechned taking a share m the 
ceremonials of the day 

On the following day, at the customary hour, we crossed the lake, and 
proceeded with the same attendants as before, to the house of the pnnce of 
Bassicn His dn elling was very handsome, and the pillars of his hall, n hich 
the law prohibits him either to gild or pamt, were covered with flowered 
satin Many men of rank graced the assembly, and some nho wore high 
mihtaiy insignia, but none of the royal lamily or the pnncipal mmisters 
Merc present The pnnce seemed a very awkward, basliful youtli, about se 
vcnlceii years of age Tiic situation ofhis government, which extends along 
the sea coast, as far south tjs Cape Ncgrais, gives him tlie potter either to 
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obstiuct or assist, in a material degree, the merchants who trade to Bassien; 
and ships being sometimes obliged to take shelter in the Negiais river, during 
the aiveise monsoon, his people have fiequent opportunities of affording 
aid to the distressed.^^^^ter^sitting some minutes, and finding he was not 
inclined to begin a discouise, I broke thiough the general silence, by ad- 
dressing him in a complimentary manner, expressing acknowledgment of 
the kindness, which had been extended by the officers of his govern^ient, to 
British mei chants and mariners, as well as my reliance on hiS future influence 
in their favour. 1 spoke in the language of Hmdostan, and each sentence 

was tianslated by Baba-Sheen. The prince was embarrassed; he twice at- 
> 

tempted to leply, but had not the power; two of his courtiers crept towards 
him, and, in a prostiate attitude near the foot of his seat, suggested what 
they conceived he ought to say : their aid, however, was ineffectual ; his 
Highness could not utter a connected sentence. At length his Woon, or 
chief minister, relieved him, by making an apposite reply in his name.' 
Our entertainment was nearly the same as at the other princes. From hence 
we went to the palace of the junior prince, entitled PegahmTeekien; a title 
derived’ fiom the ancient city of that name, which is the seat of his govern- 
ment. He seemed livelier than his bi other, whom we had just left; and 
his Woon was a very veneiable personage. On this occasion the repast dif- 
fered in one particular from any wehadyet received ; a roast fowl was intro- 
duced, no doubt m compliment to us ; and as their religicn does not forbid 
them to eat meat, but only prohibits the slaughter of animals for the pur- 
poses of food, there was no, crime m the act of serving it up to us, orpartak- 
ing of it themselves : the only question was, how the bird came to be de- 
piived of life? to which, ho doubt, an exculpatory answer could have been 
given. This, however, was a matter which it did not become us to discuss; 



embassy to ava 


,382 

It was certainly a handsome and hbexal testimony of their desire to pro 
vide what they thought would be agreeable to their guests 

In addition to the band of dancmg girls that performed here fdr oui 
amusement, there were two comedians, who^^reci^passages, and exhi 
bited various distortions of countenance , but they were far infenor to th( 
inimitable performer we had seen at Pegue 

Havmg fimshed our mtroductory visiu to the different members of th< 
^royal family, we had now leisure to gratify' curiosity, by viewmg whateve: 
^e capital contamed, that was most deservmg the notice of strangers The da; 
jiot faemg far advanced, we walked from the palace of the pnnce of Pegahm 
^o see the Piedigaut Tiek, or royal hbrary it is situated' at the north wes' 
^gle of the fort, m the centre of a court, paved with broad flags, and dost 
jO a very handsome Kioum, or monastery Before we entered the hbrary 
^ve ascended the Kioum, and found the inside corrgspond with the ex 
jcrnal appearance , the building was spacious and nchly gilded , the pd 
jars, the ceding, and the pannels were entirely covered with gold leaf, 
'nd the nnage of Gaudma shone with brilliant lustre A balustrade o 
food, nunutely and beautifully carved, protected the image from mtruders 
jjn the pannels of the walls, were represented figures of inferior agents o, 
jhe divinity, and of prostrate Rhahaans in the act of devotion these wen 
shaped m fret work in the wood, and were of no contemptible workman 
j|ip , a well wrought foliage of the same, bordered the pannels The imagi 
Gaudma, m tins Kioum, was large, and made of marble , it was seated or 
J broad pedestal, entirely gilded, m front of which, withm the balustrade 
j^ood a handsome girandole of cut glass, of European manufacture nea] 
jj|e image, was a gilded couch, which, we were informed, was the customary 
of the prmcipal Rhahaaa, or head of all the Birman pnesthood, wher 
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he chose to pass the night in the fort, which rarely happened. It was splen- 
didly gilt ; the bottom, however, was only a bare board; pillows weremot 
wanting ; theie weie two, but they were made of wood. A mat spread on 
the floor, is the highest luxury of repose^ in which the Rhahaans indulge. . 

From the kioimi we pioceeded to visit the adjacent library ; it is a large 

) 

brick building, laised on a terrace, and coveredby aroof of very compound 
stmcture. It consists ol one square room, with an enclosed virando, or 
gallery, surrounding it : this 'room was locked, and as we had notl^rought 
a special order foi seeing it, the person who had the care of the libiary 
said that he was not at liberty to open the doors, but assured us that there - 
was nothing in the inside different from what we might see in the virando^ 
wheie a number of laige chests, curiously ornamented with gilding and 
japan^ Were ranged in regular order, against the wall. I counted fifty, but 
theie were many more, probably not less than a hundred. The books 
were legulaily classed, and the contents of each chest, were wifiten in ^ 
gold letters on the lid. The librarian opened two, and shewed me some 
very beautiful writing on thin leaves of ivory, the margins of which 
were ornamented with flowers of gold, neatly executed. I saw also some 
books written in the ancient Palli, the religious text Every thing seemed 
to be aiianged with perfect regularity, and I was informed that there were 
books upon divers subjects ; more on divinity than on any other ; butfiis- 
tory^ music, medicine, painting, and romance, had their separate treatises. 
The volumes were disposed under distinct heads, regularly numbered ; 
and if all the other chests weie as well filled, as those that were submitted 
to our mspectioh, it is not improb'Sble, that his Birman Majesty .may pos- 
sess a more numerous library, than any potentate from the banks of the 
Danube, to the borders of China. 
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It was late when we returned home, and our repose was disturbed by a 
renewal of the noises which the Chmese were accustomed to male , they 
sounded all night on loud gongs, the liineral knell of the departed em 
bassador, uttenng at mtervals homble cnes and lamentations One of the 
mourners imitated with his voice, the howlmf^oTTSig so naturally, that 
all the curs belongmg to the boat people, and the Cassay huts m our 
neighbourhood, jomed in the chorus Our proximity to these personages 
proved "to us a source of great molestatiop ^ 

About this time a ludicrous circumstance happened, which only de 
serves notice, as it tends to illustrate the character of the people, and 
shew to what an abject state, despotic tyranny can debase the human mind* 
The Engy Teekien, or pnnce royal, took a pleasure m coUectmg foreign 
beasts, among others, he had procured male goats fiom almost every 
country of the east A flock of these, consisting of more than tiurty, were 
sent to feed on the borders of the lake, near our dwelling we happened 
to have three or four she-goats, that had been brought from Bengal, for 
the sake of their milk Allured by the bleat of the females, the whole 
flock of males one mglit broke through the palmg, and made a forcible 
irruption mto our court , the suddenness of the attack, at such an hour, 
surprised us not a little , I got up, and ordered the Birman guards that 
Mere posted at the gates, to dnve tliem away, which they attempted to do 
by shoutmg at them, but niihout any effect, as the animals, some of which 
Mere very large, had now become furious, and after fighting with each 
other, began to rush through our houses 1 then desired tlie Birmans to 
make use of sticks, but this they positively refused, saymg that the goats 
were “ praiis,’ or lords, meaning that they were ennobled by belonging 
to the Pnnce, and that do person dared, on any account, ofler injury to 
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to them ; having no other aiteinativc, we armed our seivants and the sol 
diers with laigc bamboos^ who subdued these troublesome invadeis, thougl 
not without much dilHcully, and some risk, whilst the Birmans lifted u| 
their hands and eyes in astonishment at our temerity: thePiaws, how 
ever, wcie se\ciely beaten. Having at length got rid of them, Hretuinec 
to rest, and heard no more of the matter. 

The intense heat of the thiev^days, spent in the formalities of^visitinj 
the princes, made me postpone' any further ceremonials ‘until the 6th o 
the month (September), winch day was appointed to pay our respects t( 
tlic Seredaw Foundagee Praw, or the aich priest of the Birman empire 
in the iiuenuediate time a diderence of opinion arose, in regaid to th 
etiquette of compliments, in which I did not think myself at liberty to de 
part from* wdiat I consideied an attention due to my public character. 

The grand ruling council of the Biiman nation has aheady been de 
scribed as consisting of four chief members, entitled Woongees, and fou: 
junior members, called Woondocks, between whom tlieie is a wide dispa 
rity of rank. The place of thiid Woongee was vacant, and the junio] 
bears very small comparative importance with the two seniois, who, ii 
fact, govern the empire. These personages, whose power is so great, pos 
sess a corresponding degiee of pride ; the governors of piovinces are in thei] 
esteem men of little consequence, and are often treated by these minister 
with excessive arrogance, which is not solely conhned to those, whose situ- 
ation and expectations place tiiem in a state of dependence, but is indiscri- 
minately extended to all ; nor could I hope to be exempted from receiv- 
ing a share in common with otheis. I was informed, that after paying 
my respects to the royal family and the Seredaw, it was expected that I 
should wait on the two senior Woongees ^ and offer them in person the 
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customary presents I observed m answer, that I had no objection to pay 
mg these mmisters a mark of attention by the trifling present which usage 
had estabhshed , but to wait on them at their houses, unless I receif ed an 
assurance that my visit would he returned, was a ceremony I begged leave 
to dechne. This mtimation I imagme was rather a disappomtment to 
them, as much pams were taken to induce me to alter my resolution I 
however refused to concede, but I oflered to meet them at the house of the 
Maywoon of Pegue, a proposal from which they dissented, remarking, 
that to visit me, would be more ehgiblethan to go to the Maywoon s house 
I replied that our formahties were not less stnct than theirs, and that I 
could no more relinquish my claim to the respect due to my public station, 
than they could descend from their elevation, and saw no remedy un- 
less they themselves chose to apply that, which -was m their own power, 
and which tliey must be sensible I had a nght to require Fmdmg that 
I was not inclined to yield, they requested, if I could not visit them in 
person, tllat I would allow the other gentlemen to pay them the comph 
mcnt , a desire to which I readily acceded, as well from a ivish to open a 
channel of commumcation, as to manifest on my part a conciliatory dispo 
siiion Mr Wood and Doctor Buchanan obbgmgly made no objection, 
I therefore answered that the gentlemen would vrait on them, and expressed 
my regret that I was depnved of the same pleasure. 

During this interval of rest the Governor of Bamoo frequently favoured 
me with a visit, his business bringing him almost daily to the residence of 
the Chinese. Bj Ins desire, I sent them comphments of condolence, with 
a piece of coarse white rauslm, which, it seems, is the 'etiquette on such 
occasions On one of these days the Batnoo Governor brought "with him 
llic cliart of Ins journey to Pekm, as he had formerly promised, it ivas 
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clcliiieaictl in a curious manner on a sort of black paper commonly used by 
the J3irmans, on which they wiite with a pencil, made of steatite, or soap- 
stone.-' The places weie distinctly maikcd, but not having any scale, the 
mcasuicmcnt was extremely confused, and so disproportionate, (hat it was 
impossible to judge of distances with any degiee of piccision. We could 
however tiace Ins progiess ihiougli the Chinese dominions in the Jesuits 
map that is prefixed to du I {aide’s account of China. 

On the day appointed for our visit to the Scredaw, we took tioat at 
seven in the morning, and, attended by our usual retinue, crossed the lake; 
one of the sun'iving Chinese also accompanied us. Baba-Sheen, theShaw- 
bunder of Rangoon, and some Birman officers, met us on the opposite bank, 
where our elephants were waiting. When wc appioached the causeway or 
bridge, instead of ciossiiig it, we turned to the left, and pioceeded close to 
the ditch, parallel with the w<^st face of the foit, till we came to the north- 
west angle. At this place the river approaches so near to the walls as to 
render a continuation of the ditch impracticable ; we then went along the 
noith side, passing on our left a handsome kioum, crowned with a gilded 
piasatl^ or spire, which we were told had been elected by Meedaw Pi aw, 
the venerable lady whom we had visited. On ai riving at the north-east 
corner, we observed at some distance on the plain, another religious edifice 
of distinguished splendor, it was dignified by the title^of Kioumdogee, or 
royal convent, where we were informed that the Seredaw or chief priest in- 
tended to receive us, and not at his usual residence, which was at a Kioum 
about two miles farther. The articles I designed to present to him, having 
been sent forward to his customary abode, we were obliged to wait in an 
adjoining house until they could be brought back. Being prepared, we 
were conducted into a spacious court, surrounded by a high brick wall, 
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in the centre of which stood the kioum, an edifice not less extraordinary 
Crom the stile of its architecture, than magnificent firom its ornaments, and 
fiom the gold that was profusely bestowed on ercry part It was composed 
entirely of wood, and the roofs, nsmg one above another m five distmct 
stones, diminis hed in. sue as they advanced m height, each roof bemg sur 
rounded by a cornice, cunously carved and nchly gilded The body of the 
budding, elevated twelve feet fimm the ground, was supported on large tim- 
bers dnven mto the earth after the manner of piles, of which there were pro- 
bably IBOtosustamtheimmenseweightofthesuperstructure Oniscending 
the stairs, we were not less pleased than surpnsed, at the splendid appearance 
which the mside displayed , a gilded balustrade, fantastically carved in- 
to vanous shapes and figures, encompassed the outside of the pldtform 
Wifhm this, there was a wide gallery that comprehended the entire cuxuit of 
the buildmg, in which many devotees were stretched prostrate on the floor 
An inner raihng opened mto a noble hall, supported by colonnades of lofty 
pillars , the centre row was at least fifty feel high, and gilded from the sum 
mit to wilhm four feet of the base, which was lacfered red In the middfe 
of the hall there was a gilded partition of open latticed work, fifteen or 
twenty feet high, which divided it into two parts, from north to south The 
space between the pillars varied from twelve to sixteen feet, and the num 
her, including those tliat supported the gallenes, appeared to be not fewer 
than one liundrcij, \i Inch, as they approached the extremities, dumnisbed m 
height , the outermost row not cxccedmg fifteen feet The bottom of these 
ivas cased with sheet lead as a defence against the weather A marble 
image of Caudma, gilded, and sitUng on a goWen throne, was placed in 
the centre of the partition , and in front of tJie idol, leanmg against one 
of the pillars, uc beheld the Seredaw sitting on a satm carpet He ivas 
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encompassed by a circle of Rhahaans, from whom he could be no other 
ways distinguished, than by his preserving an erect position; whilst 
the others bent their bodies in an attitude of respect, with their hands 
Joined in a supplicating manner. On entering the hall, the Birmans and 
the Chinese, wlio accompanied us, prostiated themselves before |he figure 
of Gaudma, after which tliey kneeled down and made their reverence to 
the Seredaw, touching the giound with their foreheads^ whilst we took 

J 

our seats on fine mats, that were spread at a little distance from him. He 
received us with much politeness, and in his looks and demeanour affected 
more liveliness and complaisance, than any of the fraternity I had hitherto 
seen. His appearance denoted him to be about forty years of age ; not mea- 
gre and austere as they generally are, but fat and jocular. I presented to 
him my offering, which consisted of a piece of yellow clothe the sacerdotal 
colour ; some sandal wood, and a few wax candles covered with gold leaf. 
He asked several questions respecting England, such as how long the voy- 
age usually was from thence to India : being told this, he observed that we 
were an extraordinary people to wander so far from home. I noticed the 
magnificence of the kioum ; he replied, that such sublunary matters did not 
attract his attention; he was on earth but as a hermit. I desired his prayers; 
he sard they were daily offered up for the happiness of all mankind, but 
that he would recommend us, to the particular protection of Gaudma. He 
made some observations on our appearance, which I did not understand, 
and he even smiled ; a relaxation very unusual in a Rhaha^. We retired 
without ceremony, and mounting our elephants, proceeded along a wide 
road leading to the northward, which soon brought us to an extensive plain, 
that seemed to stretch in an uninterrupted level, to the foot of a range of . 
mountains, ten or twelve miles distant. The soil was a poor clay, and the 
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pasturage mdifferent We saw at a distance some fields of gram, and under- 
stood that capacious reservoirs had been constructed with great labour and 
eapence, by order of the kmg, m the vicinity of the mountains, which eiiabled 
the inhabitants of the low countries to water their gno^ds, and repder the 
earth pro^luctive m a season of drought “Several iioums and villages were 
scattered over the plam , but when we had advanced about two miles, reh- 
gious edifices mcreased, bey ond ourpowerto calculate the number The first 
that we entered was called Knebang Kioum, or the Kioum of Immortality, 
Horn the centre of which rose a royal Piasath, to the height of a hundred and 
fifty feet the rools were of the customary comphcaled structure, one above 
another This was the place where the embalmed bodies of deceased Sere- 
daws are laid m state the buildmg rested on a terrace of bncic, and was 
not elevated on pillars, as Kioums and dwelhng houses usually are The 
hall ivas very handsome, about seventy feet square, sqrronnded by a wide 
gallery the roof was sustamed by thirty six gilded pillars, the central 
forty feet m height Mats were spread m different parts for the repose of 
the Rhahaans, and on each was placed a hard pillow , there was also a tray 
contaimng books on the duties of Rhahaans, on religion, and the forms of 
rehgious worship 

Havmg rested here for a short time, we next visited the Kioum, which 
was the ordinary residence of the Seredaw This buildmg far exceeded, m 
fize and splendous, any we had before seen, and is perhaps the most mag- 
nificent of Its land in the universe, it is constructed entirely of wood, and 
resembled in the style of its structure and ornaments, that m which we 
had an mterview with the Seredaw, but was much more spacious and lofty 
The numerous rows of pillars, some of them sixty feet high, all of which 
were covered with burnished gddmg, had a wonderfully splendid effect it 
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would be difficult to convey, either in language or by pencil, an adequate 
description of this extraordinary edifice. The boundless expenditure of gild- 
ing oil paits exposed to the weather, as well as in the inside, cannot fail to 
impicss a stranger with astonishment, at the richness of the decoiation, 
although he may not approve df tlie taste with which it is disposed; I 
could not have formed in my imagination a display more strikingly magni- 
ficent. This Kioum was also divided by a partition, which separated it in 
the middle from north to south. Theie was a small room on one side, 
made of gilded boards, which we were told was the bedchamber of the 

N 

Sercdaw. Mats were spread on the outside for the attendant Rhahaans. 
The figure of Gaudma was made of copper, and an European girandole of 
cut-glass stood befoie his throne. * 

Leaving this building, we passed through many courts crowded with smaller 
temples and Kioums,. Several gigantic images of Rakuss, the Hindoo demon, 
half beast, half human, made of brass, were shewed to us, as composing a 
part of the spoils of Arracan. From these we weie conducted to a magnifi- 
cent temple which is erecting loi the image of Gaudma,-that was brought from 
the same country. The idol is made of polished brass, about ten feet high, 
and sitting in the usual posture, on a pedestal within an arched recess: 
the walls aie gilded, and adorned with bits of different coloured miirors, 
disposed with much taste. Peculiar sanctity is ascribed to this images and 
devotees resort from every part of the empire, to adore the Arracan Gaud- 
ma, which is not exposed at all hours, to the view of the vulgar. The doors 
of the recess aie only opened when persons of particular consequence 
eome to visit it* or at stated times,- to indulge the populace: ' As we ap- 
proached, a crowd of people thronged after us with tumultuous eJihhusiasm, 
^ti’iving for admittance to offer up a prayer to this brazen lepresehtative of 
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the diViBJty We soon turned frotn these Tmetched lunatics, and the ob- 
ject of their stupid adpraUpni to view, t^e jjoble Piasath, or royaj spire, 
that erpivned the buddlpgi attracted muph njore of our attenUcAj and 
respect, than an image, from which even the statuary could claim nq praise 
The spire rose m seven separate stages, aSuye the roof of the Kiqum, and 
the gold 1^, which bad recently beep apphed, glistening m the sun-beams, 
reflected a bnlhant lustre, This templiS, with, its auxihary buddmga, 
which ale yet m an unfinished state, will, when completed, be the most 
elegant m the empue, though perhaps not so spacious as that which is 
the present residence of the Seredaw From hence we were conducted to 
what IB called the Chounda, or place for the reception and repose of stran- 
gers, who come Com a distance to ofler up their devotions, It communi- 
cates on the porth side with the great temple, ajjd is also a very beautiful 
specimen of Birman architecture , it comprehends five Jong gallenes sepa- 
rated by colonnades, each consisting of thirty four pillars, or two hun- 
dred and four all together , the two central rows were about twenty five 
feet high, but the external ones did not exceed fourteen , they were 
pamted of a deep crimson ground, enhvened by festoons of gold leaf, 
encirdmg them in a very fanciful and pleasmg' manner, and m a style 
much more conformable to European taste, than an unvaried surface of 
gold. The coilmg hkewise was embellished with a profusion of carved 
work, executed with great labour and minuteness Measuring by our 
steps, we judged the length to be five hundred and seventy six feet, 
and the breadth of each distinct gallery about twelve , the central rather 
wider than those on either side, A low railing extended' along the outer 
pillars, to prevent improper persons and dogs, from defihng the place 
It u built upon a terrace of bnck, elevated three feet from the ground , 
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the floor is made of Chunam, or fine stucco, composed of lime, pounded 

steatites, and oil, the cohesion of which foims a haid and smooth surface, 

that slimes like maible. Our conductor infoimed us that this edifice had 

been lately elected at the sole expence of the senior Woongee. It certainly 

leflects Cl edit on the projectoi, and is an ornament to the countiy. 

The heat of the day, which had now attained its greatest foice, and our 

having been in constant exeicise from seven in the morning till two o’clock 

) 

in the afternoon, lendered a place of lepose extiemely acceptable; and heie 

we not only lested oui selves, but likewise found a plentiful collation pie^ 

paied for us. Oui conductors, awaie that the attention of strangers could 

not fail to be engaged for some horns, by such a multitude of new and 

striking objects, thought it would be more prudent for us to wait under 

the shade of this hospitable roof till the afternoon, than expose ourselves 

unnecessaiily, to a burning sun. We had brought with us, at the instance 

of our fiiends, wine, biead and butter, and cold fowl, to which the Shaw- 

bundei had added a turene of excellent vermicelli soup, and a tolerable 

good pillaw. We sat down to oui repast about two o’clock, and after it 

was firdshed, continued to recline upon our mats until evening, fanned 

by a cool and lefieshing bieeze from the west, whilst we conveised, and 

contemplated the scene around. The crowd of people, whom the novelty 

of our appearance had collected, weie neither intiusive nor troublesome. 

On such an occasion, in most other countries of the 'East, j^t is probable that, 

( 

from the prejudices of bigotry, we should not h^ve been suffered to depart 
without leceiving some insult, or'remaiking some indication of contempt; 
but here, notwithstanding we enteied their most sanctified recesses, we 
were every where treated with uniform civility. The presence of those 
who accompanied us had doubtless some influence in commanding the awe 

'3 E 
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of the multitude, and if their respect was owing to this motive, it speaks 
highly for the state of their police, but I am inclined also to give them 
credit for a disposition naturally Und and benevolent ‘ 

In the afternoon we returned home by the same road that we came, and 
our attention being less engaged than m^Semommg, we had a better op 
portunity to judge of the form and extent of the fortress, as we passed along 
the north side, from one end to the other * 

The lort of Uromerapoora is an exact square there are four prmcipal 
gales, one m the centre of each face , there is also a smaller gate on each 
side of the great gate, equidistant between it and the angle of the fort, 
comprizing twelve gates m all At each angle of the fort there is a larg& 
quadrangular bastion, that projects considerably There are also eleven 
smaller bastions on each side, mcludmg those that are over the gateways 
Between each of these bastions is extended, a curtam about two hundred 
yards long From this calculation, a side of the fort occupies two thousand 
four hundred yards, the Birmans, however, called it four thousand rune 
hundred royal cubits, which I conceive to be an exaggerated account 
Every bastion and gateway is covered by a tded roof, supported on four 
pillars of wood, to prevent injury from the lodgment of ram 

At each comer of the fort there is a gilded temple, nearly one hundred 
feet m height, but so insignificant, comparatively, ivith those we bad just 
seen, as not to attract particular notice 

We could perceive, from our elephants, the roof of a range of buildings 
in the inside, pamllcl to the ivalls, and extending along one entire side of 
the fort, which our conductors said was tlie public granary and store- 
rooms 

• See a plan of the fort of Ummerapoora In iHc Map prefixed to thla work* 
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We ai lived at our giove half an hoyr after dark, wearied fi’om the heat 
of the weather and the exeicise of the day, but gratified to the highest de- 
giee, with the multiplicity and extraordinary splendour of the objects we 
had seen. Much as we had heard of the magnificence of their religious 
buildings, our expectations had^oden more than fulfilled. The unbounded 
expenditure of gilding which they bestow on the outside of the roofs, as well 
as within, must exhaust immense sums. I wa^ informed that the gold leaf 
is exceedingly pure, and bears exposure to the air for a long time, without 

• I 

suffering injury. The size or glue used to make it adhere is called 
Seesee : it is the juice of the croton sebiferum, after undergoing a cer- 
tain pieparation. This is the only manner in which a people, natu- 
rally fmgal and disinclined to luxury, seem to apply theif superfluous 
wealth. ' It is to be lamented that their edifices are in general composed 
of such a perishable material as wood, which, though of the most durable 
kind perhaps in the world, cannot last for many generations, or leave to 
posterity a monumental proof, of the taste and magnificence of the national 
architecture ► 
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CHAPTER XVn 

t 

Rtason to hope for a prosperous Termwation of the Embassy — meet mth 
strenuous Opposition — on ivhat Grounds — V tssel arrives at Maiigoon 
from Hlauritius—Miys from Europe unpleasant — industriously propa- 
gated — Mr Wood visits the Woongees—poUie RuepUon — remarkable 
Circumstance — require to knoiv his Majesty s Pleasure — Day appointed 
for the Delivery of Presents from the Pirman King — Conversation ai 
the Lotao — Arrogance oj the Birman Court — resolve to remonstrate — 
uncivtl Treatment — Mr Wood presents a written and solemn Dulara 
tion — Ferment caused by it — favourable Conclusion — A Day ap- 
pointed for our Reception, by the King — Liberal Return of Presents — 
different Articles — Proceed to the Palace — Introduction — Hall of Au 
dience — the King — his Dress — Person — Manner — Receive official Pa 
pers in the Rhooiti — Fomiality in conveying the Kings Le{ler — 
Return 

"W iiiLST we were thus passing our tune in amusement, and the mdul 

gcnce of our curiosity, the more important interests of the mission were 
( 

not. forgotten The council, I ivas informed, had held frequent deliberations 
on some general propositions, winch I had submitted with a view to assist 
tlic mcrcantdc interests of the two countries, and place commerce on a h 
bcral and secure basis I had reason givcu me to conclude, that my sugges 
lions had met with a favourable reception, and I iras hLewise informed by 
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an autliority which I conceived to be competent, that it was intended 
to depute a Birman ohicer of distinction in an official capacity to Ben- 
gal, diere to confirm, on the part of his Biiman Majesty, the good 
undcislanding that was Iienccfoith to subsist between the Couit of Um- 
merapoora, and the Goveinmenl Gcneial of India. Assurances of this 
nature, together with the attention paid to our piivatc accommodation, 
induced me to iiope for a favouiable teimination of the mission with 
which I was entiusted. 

» 

I however soon found, that the attainment of these objects, which were 
obviously calculated to be of reciprocal advantage to British India and the 
birnian empire, was opposed by the indirect artifices of individuals pos- 
sessing weight, whose interests might eventually be aficcted by any inno- 
vation, and wlro on that account sedulously fomented jealousy and dis- 
trust. I likewise le^jrned that the pride of the court had been early awak- 
ened, by a representation that the government of Bengal being provincial, 
and the Governor-General, from whom I derived my commission, only the 
subject of a king, it would therefore be derogatory to the Biiman mo- 
narchj'to treat on terms of equality with an administration that was subor- 
dinate, or to correspond with any person beneath the dignity of a crowned 
head. It is however doubtful whether the Birman court would have ma- 
nifested its sentiments so unequivocally, as to draw from me a formal ex- 
planation, had not circumstances subsequently occuriedj which served to 
strengthen its arrogance, and which gave plausibility to the representations 
that had been fabricated to mislead. 

Matters were m this state, when advice came of the arrival of a small 
vessel at Rangoon, from the isle of France, under Birman colours, which 
brought an unfavourable account of the situation of affairs in Europe ; ex- - 
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aggeratmg the disappointment of the allies on the continent to a total de- 
feat, and adding, that the Dutch and Spaniards having jomed the repub- 
Leans, the utter nun of the Enghsh was not far distant An oBscure 
agent, mamtained at Rangoon by the French, transmitted this, information 
to a person of some olEcial importance artSe Birman capital, who imme- 
diately promulgated it with an addition, that a powerhil fleet was on its. 
voyage front France to India, and, that lour French. ships of war were 
tnumphahtly crujzmg m the Indian seas 
This intelligence, which was asserted with confidence, was ddigently im- 
proved by the Armenian and Mussulman merchants, who msinuated that, 
ifourpresent overtures, sprung not finm, treachery, they onginated in. fear 
at the same time reuewmg a report, which, has more than once been current, 
of a combrnation of all the powers of India to depnve Great Bntalh of her 
possessions m. the East, and to expel all European^ from those shores, 
which they were represented to have first visited as merchants, and after- 
wards invaded as usurpers Although the Birmans probably did not give 
implicit credit to the last mentioned rumour, yet the news from Europe, 
CO operating with their own pnde, determined tliem to persist m that ar- 
rogant assumption of superiority, which linH, hitherto been, manifested, ra- 
ther in ihcir actions, than by their words- 
On the 7 th of September, Mr Wood, m conformity with the instructions 
he received, wail^ on the tno senior Woongees, accompanied by Doctor 
Buchanan, and attended by a proportion of tlie public servants On his 
rclum, he addressed an official letter to me, (Appendix, No I ) by which 
It appears, dial in Ins reception, no part of the respect due to his pubhc 
tbaracur was omitted , whilst in the sohcitude expressed for our personal 
w clfarc, there was displayed the refined politeness of a polished court The 
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conversation that lie held with the Woongees, was neveitheless marked by 
a circumstance, which seivcd to indicate more pointedly the precise line 
(hat \Yas intended to be drawn. 

On the day of my public introduction at the Lotoo, it was an omission 

too remarkable to escape notice^ diat no enquiry whatever had been made 

respecting the Covet noi -General of India, nor in the conversations which 

1 afterwaids held with the several princes, was the name ol the Governor- 

General once mentioned by them. Such however was nc\t the cas^e at the 

$ 

inteiwiew between .Mr. Wood andlhe Woongees; these ministers enquired 
particularly concerning Sir John Shore, and the younger Woongee desired 
to be informed of the extent of the Governor-Gencrars authority, which 
implied, on his part, either real or assumed ignorance. These questions 
also, as appears from Mr. Wood’s report, did not arise from the casual 
suggestion of t!ie mo|ncnt, but were all picconcerted and methodically ar- 
ranged; the inferences therefore to be deduced fiom them, were grounds 
on which I might form a judgment ; they conveyed something more than 
a presumption, of the real sentiments entertained, respecting the delegating 
authorky under which I acted. 

There being no plausible pretext for any longer delay^ I pressed the 
Woongees to infoim me what his Majesty’s pleasure was, regarding the 
several points which I had submitted to his council, and intimated the ne- 
cessity I was under of obeying the orders of my own government, by re- 
turning as speedily, as was consistent with the objects for which I had 
been deputed. In reply to this application, I was apprized that the pre- , 
sents, which his ^Birman Majesty designed to send to Bengal in return for 
those he had received, would be prepared on the 19th of September, on 
which day, if I would come to the Lotoo, they .should be delivered to me ; 



400 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


matters of busmess might be discussed, and I might fix on whatever da>^ I 
thought proper to depart 

With this desire I willmgl/ acquiesced, as affonhng me an opporfunit/ 
of requuing to know his hfajesty s real sentunents, as well as the motives 
that on their part gave nse to a conduct'ofso mysterious a nature 
Nothing passed m themterval, except that I received mtunation through 
a pnvate and respectable channel, that the court, although no objection 
would be formally stated, had come to a decided resolution of considenng 
me as a person deputed Horn a provincial and subordmate power, and not 
as the representative of an equal and sovereign stale , and that in pursu- 
ance of this estimation his Majesty did not intend to honour me with a 
penonal audience of leave Of the truth of this information I had no 
reason to doubt, but before I took any measures to undeceive tKe court 
in a pubhc manner, I deemed it expedient to havQ an assumption so 
haughty and impenous, verified by the highest authority 

On the J9th of September, I proceeded to the Lotoo, where I amved 
about twelve o clock, and found the council of state already assembled , 
the ministers and the attendant officers being all dressed in their robes, and 
caps of ceremony A few mmutes after we had taken our seals, the pre 
scnls were brought, consisting of three large boxes, covered with red 
cloth, and two elephant s teeth of considerable size These I was desired 
to recoil e in the qame of the Birman Ling, for the English government, 
at the same time, two large nngs were presented to me , one a single ruby 
set in gold, the other a sapphire, which I was requested to accept as a per- 
sonal token of his Majesty s favour a rmg ivas also given to Mr Wood, 
and another to Doctor Buchanan When this ceremony was ended, I 
addressed mjsclf in the Birman language to tlie Woongccs, and desired to 
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blow wlictlici ihcic wcic any reasons that applied to my situation, which 
had induced his Majesty to decline honouiing me with a personal audi- 
ence, <»which coinplinient, I undeistood, was usually paid by their court 

i 

to the deputies of all soveieign states. To this intei rogation I received an 

B 

equivocal reply ; and on lepcatihg it, tliey peisisted m letuining an eva- 

i 

sive answer. I then desired to be informed, whether or not it was his 
Majesty’s intention to receive iiie in person, belore my departure, as the 
representative ol the Governor-General. This question, they said they 
could not answer, not knowing liis Majesty’s pleasuic. I aftei wards asked 
whether the king pieserved Ins intention of sending an authoiized pcison 
from his court to Bengal, as had been intimated to me, by what I conceived 
to be competent aulhoiity, and whether the suggestions, which I had sub- 
mitted for the advancement and piotection ol commerce, had been taken 
into consideration. These seyeral points, they said, weie then under dis- 
cussion, and would be speedily detei mined; they acquainted me at the 
same time, that if I would fix on any piccise period for my departuie, the 
neccssaiy papers and letters should be piepared, and delivered to me two 
days previous to my setting out. I mentioned the Sd of October ; they 
replied that the letters should be in readiness by what I understood to be 
the 1st of Octobci ; but by some misappiehension was the ^Oth of Septem- 
ber ; adding their hope that I would come to town on the 58th of Septem- 
ber, the anniveisary of Sandaing-guite, a day on which all the nobility 
pay homage to his Majesty. To their invitation I answeied, that my 
having that honour, must depend on circumstances not yet ascertained. 

This interview left me little room to doubt of the estimation in which 
the Birman court held my public character, notwithstanding it was 
judged advisable, from motives of policy, to avoid making any direct 

3 F 
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avowal of such sentunents Proceeding upon this plan, they concealed all 
their acts and detemunations with a veil of ambiguity, which it sometimes 
was extremely difficult to penetrate * 

Pnde, the chief actuatmgprmciple of this arrogant court, was the source 
to which its conduct, m every transactiofi of a public nature, might ulti 
mately be traced The first object of their government is to impress on the 
mmds of the people, the most reverential awe of their own sovereign, whose 
greatness they dp not admit to be equalled by that of any monarch upon 
earth Without attemptmg to dimmish their veneration for them own 
pnnce, it became my duty, from the mode that was adopted m the display 
of his consequence, to acquamt the mimsters m terms which could not bd 
misconstrued, that there was another power, at no great distance, which 
would not readily subscnbe to its own mferionty, or admit of any act m 
Its negotiations with other states, which might either express or imply an 
assumption of supenonty It became necessary to inform them, that the 
Governor General of India ivas not, in his relation to their court, or to 
that of any other eastern potentate, a subordinate provincial officer, but a 
personage m whom sovereign authonty, over a widely extended empire 
was efficiently vested , that, as the representative of such authonty, I held 
an mdisputable claim to whatever consideration was granted to the minis 
ters of other nations , and that the withholdmg it, would be accounted an 
mavihty so great, as probably to prevent the English government from 
making any future advances, for the establishment of a fnendly and confi 
dential mtercourse. 

To convey a truth not less important for them to knoiv", than meumbent 
on me to deebre, I determined to address a letter to tlie pnncipal Woon 
gee and tlic council of state,, expressing my dissausiaction at the conduct 
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whicli the Birman court hud thouglit proper to obseive in regard to my 
public cluructcr, to icquiie uii explanation of those points, which compre- 
hendud the objeetb of the embassy, and to demand that I should be re- 
ceived and acknowledged by the King in person, as the representative of 
an equal and sovereign slate. ^ 

> 

Had there even been loom left for me to hesitate upon the adoption of 
this step, the follow ing circumstances, which occurred immediately after 
my interview with the VVoongecs at the Lotoo, would haye decided me, in 
making a public declaration of my sentiments on a mode of behaviour which 
exceeded even their usual extent of official arrogance, and fell little short 
\af personal indignity. 

The custom, which imposes an obligation on a foreign minister, to pay a 
mark of lespcct by a trifling present to each member of the royal family 
to whom he is introduced, has already been noticed: this compliment I 
offered in person to the scveial princes on the days of my presentation, 
and, in order to manifest that it w'as not my desire to withhold any atten- 
tion, consistent with my situation to giant, soon after the visits of ceremony 
were ended, 1 had directed my Moonshee, or Persian secretary, to wait on 
each of the ministers and the principal officers of the couit, and request in 
my name their acceptance of some larity, the produce of Europe or of In- 
dia. The gift to each individual was very trifling, a few yards oT European 
broad cloth, an article of cut-glass, a piece of Bengal muslin.or of silk, was 
received as a polite and handsome testimonial of a friendly disposition; 
These civilities, I was informed, were, by a special mandate, ordered to 
be returned by every person, to whom the attention had been shewn, in 
some production of the Birman country, and -of value equal to what had 
been bestowed. 
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It being expected that I should wait on the royal princes to receive 

in person the remuneration they designed to make, for the presents they 

had obtamed, I sent, on the 51st of September, a message to the.Engy 

Teekien, to acquamt him that, if it siuted his convenience, I would pay 

my respects to bun the following day, o^ postpone my visit to any other, 

he might'tbmL proper to appoint I likewise dispatched a messenger with 

a similar notification to the Pnnce of Prome From the first I received a 

civil reply, excusing bimself from seeing me on account of the indisposi 

lion of the prmcess, who had lately been brought to bed , but acquamting 

me, that if I chose to attend, the presents for the English government 

would be delivered to me in the Rhoom of his palace, or to any person 

whom I might appomt to receive them I replied, that being debarred of 

the honour of seemg him, I would depute Mr Wood to accept his presents 

in the name of the Governor General of India from the Prince of Prome 

• < 

I had not the honour of an answer 

On the 52d, Mr Wood waited on the Engy Teekien, and was received 
with much civihty at the Rhoom by his ministers , the presents were for- 
mally produced, and conveyed to our residence by the pnnce s servants 
As the Pnnce of Prome had not returned an answer to my message, I 
imagined tliat some misapprehension liad occurred Being desirous of 
appeanng to put tlie most favourable construction on every part of their 
conduct, I requested Mr Wood tef send a messenger, when he went to 
the house of the Engy Teekien, to appnie the Prince of Prome tliat he 
meant afterwards to pay his respects to him To tins mtimation was re- 
lumed what Mr Wood considered a satisfactory reply and as soon as 
the first visit ivas ended, he proceeded to the Pnnce of Prome s palace, 
where the treatment he received, was extremely rude, after standing for 
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some time at the outer gate, exposed to the sun, he was mfoimed that the 
piince was not at hdme. 

Ho;ivever deficient the members of the royal family might be in polite- 
ness to me, I determined not to suffer their example to influence my conduct 
towards them, or to'^neglect any ipark of deference, that was due to their 
illustrious rank. _ Meedaw Praw, the mother of the Queen, being a per- 
sonage venerable fiom her age, and dignified from hei high connections; 
her behaviour also on our intioduction having been distinguished^ by affa- 
bihty and politeness, I was, for these reasons, desirous of paying such a 
character particular respect ; and with that view sent a complimentary mes- 
sage to her, similar to that which had been delivered to the two princes : she 
returned, in answer, that the next day would be perfectly convenient to 
her for my leception. I likewise intimated to the younger princes my inten- 
tion of paying them a visit, to which they leplied by a verbal compliment. 

On the next day, ’the 53d, I proceeded in form to the house of Meedaw 
Praw at the appointed hour, and was received with sufficient politeness 
by her Woon, oi principal oflicer: there were several persons of rank 
assembled in the hall when I entered. - After we had been seated about a 

o 

quaiter of an hour, a person came forth from the inner apartment, and 
informed us that the princess had gone to the palace to see the Queen her 
daughtei, but would return in a few minutes. This I thought rather an 
extraordinary step, as she herself had determined the piecise time when 
I was to come. These minutes, however, were piotracted to an hour; in 
the interval, pawn, fruit and sweetmeats weie seived up. At length, 
when her ministers perceived that my patience was exhausted, and I 
would wait no longer, a message was delivered to me fiom the princess, ex- 
cusing her appearance, on a plea of indisposition ; at the same time three 
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gold nngs, set with rubies and sapphires, and several boxes, bandsomely 
japanned and painted, were laid before me, and my acceptance of them 
desired A conduct marked by such dehberate impoliteness woulc^ liave 
justified retaliation on my part, by a contemptuous rejection of her pre- 
sents, I however refiained hem any farther indication of displeasure, than 
withdrai^ing unceremomously, without taking any notice of the boxes or 
rings, which were immediately conveyed to my residence by her servants 
Havmg ‘reason to apprehend that the junior pnnces meant to observe a 
similar hne of condiAt, I dechned visitmg them, but sent Mr Wood to go 
through the ceremony -of calhng at their separate houses As was ex- 
pected, he saw not one of the princes, but was received by their Woons, 
who, though they carefully refram^ from absolute rudeness, yet evmced 
in their conduct the utmost arrogance, under the cloak of suftercilious 
civility 

Such strange and unwarrantable insolence could not be measured by 
any scale of true policy, and was hardly to be reconeded to reason or 
common -sense, nor could any part of their conduct he laid to the account 
of Ignorance , for no people on earth better understand, or more pomtedly 
observe, the mmute punctlhos of official form No candid and determi- 
nate reply could be extorted from them on any point m which their vanity 
Mas concerned what their court mtended to concede, I understood, was 
to be granted, not as an equivalent for reciprocal pnvileges on our part, 
but as a boon, as an act of gratuitous condescension to me, in the cha- 
racter of a petitioner, beanng the tribute of homage from an inferior state 
Without the liardiness to avow these principles, which z sense of Bntish 
power, and the proximity of the country, probably suppressed, they ne 
xcTthcless acted upon them as an Assumed fact, with a view to gratify 
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(heir own pride, elude disagreeable explanations, and reap all the advan- 
tages derivable fiom an intercom se with Biitish India, to which they cer- 
tainly h ere far from being averse, provided the correspondence could be 
maintained upon ihcjr own terms. 

In pursuance of my delerminalion, I addressed the letter (Appendix, 

I 

No. ti.) to the chief Woongee and council of state ; and to give it all the 
publicity that such a declaration ought to have, 1 sent Mr. Wood to deli- 
ver it in pei'ion to llie minister, directing him afterwaids.to wait on the 

I 

two junior Woongees, and apprize them formally of my having written a 
letter of such a teiiour. 

Nor did I resolve on tliis measure without maturely considering the 
cfi*ect it was likely to punluce, as well as the necessity in which it oiigi- 
ualcd. The court had evidently been embarrassed in the first stages of 
the business, and w.)s undetermined in what manner to act ; to this irre- 
solution I ascribe the petty artifice of misinforming me in matters of fact. 
The accounts from Euiopc ccitainly had great weight in influencing their 
conduct, and those could only be discredited by my holding higher lan- 
guage than befoie: to have acquiesced in silence would have been con- 
strued into at least a presumptive evidence of our weakness, whilst the 
slight that was attempted to be cast on the authoiity delegated to me, 
left no alternative but to endeavour to remove it by a temperate remon- 
.strance, such as my letter was intended to convey, or to decline any fur- 
ther communication, and withdiaw without cciemony. This latter step 
was not to be taken under any provocation shoit of personal injuiy, than 
which I believe "nothing was farther from their intention. To enhance 
their own importance by the unworthy mode of lessening that of others; 
seemed to be the sole motive that actuate4 them, and which, as far 
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as related to the government that I represented, it was clearly my duty 
to oppose 

My letter was written m the Enghsh and the Persian languages' * the 
intervention of hohdays prevented the dehvery of it before the ^6th, when 
Mr Wood waited on the principal Woongee, and presented it in form, 
he afterwards called upon the junior Woongees, and acquamted them of 
lus havmg laid before the senior an address, which required their serious 
consideration 

I imagme that if this explicit avoival of my sentiments, had been made 
previously to our last mentioned visits to the members of the royal family, 
we should have had less cause to complain of incivihty Such language 
I beheve ivas not expected , the court had assured itself that the state of 
our alEiirs m Europe and in India was so critical, that we would tolerate 
yet greater arrogance of manner, rather tlym baxarjl the interruption of 
intercourse, and give our enemies the advantage of an alliance, which the 
native vanity of the Birmans, rendered them not unwilhng to over rate, 

* It aBfbrdol me particaUr utlifactioa to know, tliat the full purport and exprexxion of my 
letter could not fall to be conveyedi throu^ tho channel of cjtber of these language*, to the 
Blmun court. The Armenian Interpreter of English, who had ipcnt the greater part of hi* 
life In the Birman country, wa* a man cmlDcntly qualified for the ta*k t he ipoke, read, and 
wrote EngUih, superior to any person I crer knew, who bad not been m Great Britain. It 
U a singular fan, that the first renion of the late Sir William Jones s Translation of the In- 
stitutes of Hmdoo Law, should be made in the Birman language \Vhen I arrived at Urnmera- 
poora, the Armenian had just completed thetrork, by command of hu Birman Majesty Thl* 
clrcuqistaace offers no mean proof of the liberal and enlightened policy of a pnnee, who, 
superior to general prejudice, wa* w diing to seek for Information through a medium, by which 
few other nations of the East will condescend to accept of knowledge, however beneficial the 
attainment might prove to themselves. 
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Information was. conveyed to me, from a respectable quarter, that the 
fei mentation which my remonstrance excited in the council of the Lotoo, 
was by no means moderate ; the Woongees, I was told, were divided in 
their opinions ; the discussion continued till twelve o’clock on the night 
of the ^7th,when the result of their deliberations was laid before the king. 

Whatever might have been their separate sentiments, the ultmfate deci- 
sion was temperate and wise. I was apprized, late on the evening of the 
58th, by a verbal communication from the Maywoon of Pegue, ^hat on 
the day appointed for the delivery of the reply to the ^Governor-General’s 
letter, I should be formally received at the palace of the King, who would 
gTant me a personal audience in the character to which I laid claim, and 
that the propositions which I had suggested, for the regulation and encou- 
ragemenii of commerce, had for the most part received his Majesty’s ap- 
piobation. 

I expressed in answer, the satisfaction I felt from hearing a resolution so 
creditable to themselves, but added, that as the letter I had written, was a 
public and solemn declaration, I should requiie more than a verbal as- 
surance^ before I could consistently subject myself, to a repetition of former 
disappointments, and requested that he would take the trouble to reduce 

his obliging message to writing; with this he readily complied by a short 

» 

note written in the Birman language. 

The form of receiving the presents, which were brought to me as a 
leturn for those that had been given, occupied a considerable portion of the 
last days. One of the three boxes, that had been sent by the King, con- 

1 

tained amber in large pieces, uncommonly pure ; another, a mass of stone 
of considerable size, in appearance resembling the chrysoprase ; and the 
third, a large and beautiful group of crystals, rising, from a matrix of 

3 G 



410 


EMBASSY TO AVA 


amethyst, in the form of pnsms, mostly hexagonal or pentagonal, shghtly 
stnated on the surface, and terminated at one end by a pyraimd composed 
of three rhomboidal planes It rras a very curious production of natufe, and 
doubtless, coming from such a quarter, must have been accounted of great 
value The present from theEngyTeekieif, consisted ofsixmby andsapphire 
nngs, two elephants teeth, several japanned boxes, and three horses, small, 
hke all those which the country produces, but extremely well formed two 
were piAald, to match in a carnage, and the other was abnght bay The 
pnncipal queen also, whose title is Nandoh Praw, and the second Q^ueen, 
called Myack Nandoh, sent their separate ollenngs, and added to several nngs 
and specimens of japanned ware, some handsome articles of plate, two large 
beetle boxes, of embossed silver, two trays and two dnnling cups of the 
same metal, the workmanship of which did not aSbrd a favourable proof 
of the skill of their artists Retnbutory donations \rere now brought m 
troublesome abundance, from every individual, to whom the smallest 
gratification had been given , and m some instances the return far ex- 
ceeded in value what had been received my house was encumbered 
with all sorts of Birman utensils m painted and japanned ware, several of 
which were by no means of a portable size I was also presented with 
pieces of silk and cotton cloth, of diiferent dimensions and quahty, in 
number not less than eighty or a hundred , also elephants teeth, amber 
wrought into beads, fifty or sixty pieces of plate formed into beetle boxes^ 
mugs, spitting pots and cups , precious stones too constituted a very 
general gift, chiefly rubies and sapphires in their native state, rudely set in 
gold 1 received from various persons, nearly a hundred of these stones, 
few of w hich \v ere valuable, though some of the sapphires, on being polished 
by a lapidary, proved to l)a\e a very fine water I must not, however, 
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omit mentioning a beautiful specimen of filagree, in a large silver beetle- 
box, which was piesented to me by one of the Attawoons ; the workman- 
ship wds minutely delicate, and exquisitely finished, and in order to enhance 
the value of the gift,^the donor, with a politeness that could not be sur- 
passed in any court, had his title Engraven in English letteis on the side 
of the box : a compliment so handsomely conveyed, demanded my best 
acknowledgments, and I regretted exceedingly, that the official character 
which I held, denied me the personal acquaintance of this minister, as well 
as of some others, whom I should have been happy, under any other cir- 
cumstances, to have cultivated. 

On the 30th of September, the day appointed by his Birman Majesty to 
receive the English gentlemen in the character of an imperial deputation, 
we crosse'd the lake at ten o’clock in the morning, attended by our custo- 
, mary suite, and accorppanied by Baba-Sheen and several Birman officers. 
We entered the fort, as usual, by the western gate, when instead of passing, 
as on former occasions, along the north side of the enclosure of the palace, 
to leach the street leading down to the Lotoo, we now pioceeded round 
by the south, and in this new direction observed many moie houses of 
distinguished structure, than by the other route. In our way we passed 
through a short street, entirely composed of saddleis and harness makers 
shops. On alighting, we were conducted into the Rhoom, ta wait there 
_ mtil the Engy Teekien should arrive, which he did precisely at the hour 
of twelve. Several Chobwas, who were to be introduced on this day, had 
taken then seats in the Rhoom before we entered ; each of them held a 
piece of silk or cotton cloth in his lap, designed, according to the established 
etiquette, as a propitiatory offering to his Majesty ; and on the cloth was 
placed a saucer, containing a small quantity of unboiled rice, which it 
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seems IS an indispensable part of tbe ceremony The Birman custom 
differs m tins particular from the usage of Hindostan a person, on his 
presentation at the impenal court of Delhi, offers to the sovereign'an odd 
number of the gold coin commonly called Mohurs,* an even number bemg 
considered as mauspicious , but the cdurt of Ummerapoora, with a more 
dehcate refinement, never permits an offering m money, but requmes fium 
a foreigner something of the produce ofhis country, and from a subject, some 
article of manu&cture The donation of rice is not, as m India, when pre 
sented by Brahmins to the mcamations of Vishnu, meant as an acknow- 
ledgment of divme attributes, but is merely designed as a recognition of the 
power of the monarch, and an acknowledgment of the property of tile 
soil being vested m him , a truth which is expressively declared, by offering 
him Us most useful production During our continuance m thd Rhoom, 
tea was served to us, and when we advanced to the outer gale, we were 
not obliged to put off our shoes, but were permitted to wear them, until 
we had reached the inner mclosure, that separates the court of the Lotoo 
from that of the royal palace, wnthin which, not any nobleman of the court 
IS allowed to go with his feet covered There is a double partition wall, 
dividmg the two courts, with an intervening space of ten or twelve leef, 
tlirough which a gallery leads that is appropnated exclusively to the use ol 
the King when he chuses to preside in person in the Lotoo 

On entering the gate, we perceived the royal saloon of ceremony in 
front of us, and the court assembled m all the parade of pomp and de- 
corauon It svas an open hall, supported by colonnades of pillars 

• Mohur U a coirupi name giren by Europeaju to ihii coin. Aihurfi It lu proper term , 
Pagoda litewUe, ai applied to a coin, b an Ulegiuniatc woid, of which the natlvci know 
nothing, except on the authonty of tbclr coni^nerorx. 
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twenty in length, and only four in depth : we weie conducted into it 
by a flight of steps, and advancing, took our places next the space op- 
posite *to the thione, which is always left vacant, as being in full view 
of his Majesty. On our entrance, the basement of the throne, as at the 

m 

Lotoo, was alone visible, which nve judged to be about five feet high ; 
folding doois screened the seat fiom our view. The throng, called 
Yazapalay, was lichly gilded and caived; on each side a small gallery, 
inclosed by a gilt balustrade, extended a few feet to the ri^ht and I6ft, con- 
taining four umbiellas of state; and on two tables", at the foot of the 
throne, weie placed several laige vessels of gold, of various forms and for 
diffeient purposes: immediately over the throne, a splendid piasath 
rose in seven stages above the roofs of the building, crowned by a tee, or 
umbiella, from which a spiral rod was elevated above the whole. 

We had been seated a little more than a quarter of an hour, when the 
folding doors that concealed the seat, opened with a loud noise, and dis- 
covered his Majesty ascending a flight of steps, that led up to the throne 
from the inner apartment ; he advanced but slowly, and seemed not to 
possess a free use of his limbs, being obliged to support himself with his 
hands on the balustrade. I was informed, however, that this appearance 
of weakness, did not proceed from any bodily infirmity, but from the weight 
of the regal habiliments in which he was clad ; and if what we were told 
was tiue, that he carried on his dress fifteen viss, upwards of fifty pounds 
avoirdupois of gold, his difficulty of ascent was not surprising. On reach- 
ing the top he stood for a minute, as though to take breath, and then sat 
down on an embroidered cushion with his legs inverted. His crown was a 
high conical cap, richly studded with precious stones ; his fingers were cover- 
ed with rings, and in his dress he bore the appearance of a man^ cased in 



414 


embassy to ava 


golden armour, whilst a gilded, orprobably a golden, wing on each shouldei 
did not add much lightness to his figure His looks denoted him to bi 
between fifty and sixty years old, of a strong make, m stature rather be 
neath a muddle height, with hand features and of a dark complexion , ye 
the expression of his countenance was not unpleasing and seemed, 1 thought, 
to mdirafte an mteUigent and inquiring nund. 

On the first appearance of his Majesty, all the courtiers bent thei: 
bodies, knd held their hands jomed in an altitude of supphcation Nothm; 
ferther was required of us, than to lean a htlle forward, and to turn in our] 
legs as much as we could , not any act bemg so unpohte, or contrary to 
etiquette, as to present the soles of the feet towards the face of a dignified 
person FourBramins dressed m white caps and gowns, chanted the usual 
prayer at the foot of the throne a Nakhaan then advanced into the vacant 
space before the Kmg, and recited m a musipal cadence, the name of each 
person who was to be mtroduced on that day, and the present of which, 
m the character of a supphant, he entreated his Majesty s acceptance My 
olfenng consisted of two pieces of Benares gold brocade , Doctor Buchanan 
and Mr Wood each presented one When our names were mentioned, 
we were separately desired to take a few grams of nee m our hands, and 
joimng them, to bow to the Kmg as low as we conveniently could, with 
which we immediately comphed When this ceremony was fimshed, the 
Kinguttered a few mdistmct words, to convey, as I was informed, an order, 
for mvestmg some persons present, with the insignia of a certam degree of 
nobility the imperial mandate was instantly proclaimed aloud by heralds 
in the court His Majesty remamed only a few mmutes longer, and dunng 
that time he looked at us attentively, but did not honour us with any 
serbal notice, or speak at all, except to give the order before mentioned 
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When he rose to depait he manifested the same signs of infirmity as on his^ 
entrance; after he had withdla^Yn, the folding doors were closed, and the 
com t broke up. 

In descending, we took notice ol two pieces of cannon, apparentlymina 
pounders, which. weie placed in the court, on eithen side of the stairs, to 
defend the entrance of the palace.' Sheds^protected them from the Veather,, 
and they were gilded all over : a royal carriage also was in waiting, oh 
curious workmanship, and ornamented with a royal spire therfi, was a 
a pair of horses harnessed to it, whose tiappings glistened in the sun. 

We returned as usual to the. Rhoom, where I understood that the letter 
fi*om the King to- the Governor General of India was to be presented ito 
me, together with. some other documents that comprehended ! the objects of 
the embassy. Soon after the members; of,. the royal family had ascended 
their elephants, the expected^, letter- was. bi ought from, the Lotoo -on a- 
tray, borne by a Nakhaan, inclosed in a case, of, wood japanned and? 
covered with a scarlet cloth. The mode of offering it, was not, I conceived, > 
quite so ceremonious as the* occasion seemed to require, and the officer 
who was charged with the delivery, indicated a reluctance to say, that if 
waS' a letter from the King, to the Governor General of India. This cir- 
cumstance produced some. difficulty,, as without being- distinctly informed 
to whom the letter.was directed,, I, declined, accepting it. At, length -the 
interpreter, finding I would not, receive iti on other terms; dehvered ,it in 

O 

a suitable manner, with a declaration that it was a reply fromr his Birman 
Majesty to the letter of the British Governor General of India, and. that 
a copy of a ro/al mandate was annexed to it, granting to the English 
nation, certain valuable immunities and privileges of trade. 

Whilst we were in the outer court, or that in which the Lotoo is situated, 

) 
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we had an opportunity of viewing the immense piece of ordnance found 
in the fortress of Arracan, when captured by the Engy Teekien, which 
was afterwards conveyed by -water to adorn the capital of the con<|ueror, 
where it is now preserved as a trophy, and is highly honoured, being gilded, 

C 

and covered by a roof of a dignified ordet It is formed of brass, rudely ma- 
nufacture, the length is thirty feet, the diameter at the muzzle two and a 
half, and the cahbre measured ten inches , it is mounted on a low truck car- 
nage sujpported by six wheels , near it lay a long rammer and sponge Staff, 
and we perceived several shot made of hewn stone fitted to the cahbre It 
18 remarkable, that most of the spoils which had been brought from 
Arracan were madeof brass , the image of Gaudma, the lions, the demons, 
and the gun, all transported from thence, are composed of that metal 
The discussion, on the ceremony ofdehvenngthe letter, bemg ended, we 
returned home, proceeded by a Miouseree, qr infenor secretary, on horse- 
back, beanng m due form the royal letter, and dressed in his cap and gown 
of office When we had reached our residence, I unmediately addressed 
the chief minister, to request an official translation of the letter m the 
Persian language, also of the paper annexed to it, observmg that as pubhc 
mterpreters of that tongue, were appointed by the court, and it bemg well 
understood by several persons resident at Ummerapoora, a medium of 
mlercourse could never be wantmg, which would be equally mtelligible 
and convement to their government and to nune Withm two days I re 
ceived a notification, that his Majesty had given orders to supply me ivith 
the translation I required 
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CHAPTER XVIIL 

i 

Substance of official Papers. — Prepare to depai t. — Chinese Deputies — take 
Leave piepaiatoiy to their Return. — Birman Books — sold clandes- 
tinelij to St/angeis. — A Man imprisoned. — Liberal Conduct of the 
Court — Siamese Painter. — Birman Festival — the Court of the Qjueen 
attended by all the Women of Rank — Illuminations. — Unceremonious 
Visit to the Engy Teekien. — Embark on board our Boats — delayed . — 
Letter from the principal PVoongee to the Governor-General of India. 
— Ur Ti ealment suffered by one of our People — Insolence of the 

Followers of the JPnnce of Tongho. — Leave Ummerapoora. — Visit 

/ 

Chagaing — Description of the Fort. — Oderua, or Pot Village. — Kieock^ 
the great Manufactory of Birman Idols. — Temple of Commodoo Praw . — 
Fireivorks — Rockets of extraordinary Magnitude. — Chagaing — an Em- 
porium of Cotton — ancient Ava. — Temple of Logatherpoo Praw — stu- 
pendous Idol. — Sandaht, or Elephant Town. — Keenduem River . — 
Mioundoh. — Pegahm — Civility of the Mioudogee, or Deputy Governor 
' — ride to view the Ruins — curious Temple — Art of turning Arches — • 
lost by the Birmans. — Reach the Town of Sillah Menv.^ 

The intervention of holidays, together with- the unavoidable delays of 

I 

office, protracted* the delivery of the Persian translations until the 14th of 
October ; on which day the papers, properly authenticated, were brought 
fcom the Lotoo, and delivered to me, by an officer of government. In 

3H 
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translating these documents, I carefully collated the Persian version with 
the Birman onginal, which I was enabled to do by the assistance of per 
sons on the spot, who understood both languages, and found the Persian 
to be as hteral a translation, as the different idioms would admit 

C 

The letter of his Birman Majesty to fhe Governor General (Appendix, 
No III f 13 a curious specimen of the extravagant phraseology of oriental 
comppsition a gr^J, part ofj it is. tfie diction of t|je ^mlnlster, which may 
be considered a^ the preamble of the letter In this portion are enumerated 
the Toyql tltjes^the honours conferred op thcBntish representative, and the 
pr^ents that tyere dehvered ,\ jt next details the heads of ceriain'proposi 
tions, wjuphl fod mac^ejwith {ivView,to advance the commercial interests 
of both^ nations , hi? Mpje?ty tbepispeaksi u) his own petson, and ip'the 
pompous style pf an. oijier, ratifies, immunities of considerable mipoTtance 
to British mejehants and manners , t i, > ' 

The paper wjiich,accompai)ied the letter (Appendix, No IV )i3 an order 
dehvpred by the^pnncipal Woongee, to carryinto effect" theimperjal man 
datj, and. IS addressed to, the Maywoon of Pegue in particular, as holdmg 
the jun?(liction pf ^Rangoon, andtoihe governors nf sea port towns m 
general I{, however^ became necessary, in order to give lull operation to 
his Majesty s good mtentions, to obtain several" subsidiary papers, which, by 
expressing m clear detail, the regulay dues- of government,, and specifying 
the authorized perqijisites of office, might prevent in fqture any arbitrary 
exactions, and put an end to imposiUons, which had long been practised 
on British mcrcliants trading to Birman ports, from whom, loud complaints 
liad'at different times reached thb supreme 'govenimeht'' These papers I 
fourid no difficulty m obtainmg it ivas deternuned by them, that all goods 
of Europe and British India manu&cthre, imported m'Bntish ships, ‘should 
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bo subject to a'cluty of ten pfer cent.' to' the King; the piice of anchorage 
and pilotage’, for sliips of every rate, was determined ; the fees of the pro- 
vinciaf and^poiT ofllcers, chaVges lor’ warehouse loom, for inteipieteis and 
clearance, the customs' to^bc' levied at each house of collection on goods 
conveying up theuaver, weie’ accurately defined; and teak timber, to us 
by far the most valuable commodity which the countiy pioduces, was or- 
dered to pay a duty of hve pei cent, ad' valorem, at whatevei port it might 

be shipped, and all further exactions on that article were piohibited. The 

* 

several demands of the poit and piovincial officers on the masters of ships, 
which had heretofore been paid in louni, or pure silver, were directed to 
be taken in the currency of the place, which, at Rangoon, is mowadzo, or 
silver depreciated twenty-five per cent. 

These regulations, expressed in sepaiate instrurrients with clearness and 
precision, were equally liberai and satisfactory ; and, on the part of the 
Birman government, were voluntarily granted, from a conviction of the 
equity on which they were founded, and the reciprocal advantages they 
were likely to produce. From two propositions which I offered, the court 
thought pioper to withhold its acquiescence; but it certainly was' the in- 
tention of the King and his chief ministers, that the articles which were 
thus conceded, should be cariied into' complete effect.' Intercourse, how- 
ever, was not yet perfectly established ;' 'many obstacles still impeded the 
way ; the road was only opened, and success depended^ on the discretion 
of those, who should first puisue the track that was now pointed out. 

‘ Having thus obtained the objects' for whicll I had been deputed, to an 
extent that equalled 'my utmost expectation, I prepared to depart. The 
waters of the great rivCT had been subsiding for some time, by which the 
lake became so much reduced, that boats of burthen weie obliged to leave it, 
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and moor in the strcain, the bar of sand at the entrance of the lake being 
almost dry m the fair season The vast sheet of svafer, which, by taking 
a cmcuitous direction, had, on our first amval, induced us to cdnclude 
that we were on an island, was now diminished to an inconsiderable sur- 
face, and left a large portion of land, wfiich had recently been covered, in 
a state adapted for the cultivation of nee We observed the peasants in 
dustnously employed in turning up the oozy soil, preparatory to the recep 
tion of* seed , snd it was now manifest, that the place of our residence, 
which, from the encroachment of the penodical waters, we had considered 
as low, was m fact an elevated and commanding situatioiL 

Early in October, the Chmese deputies, having fulfilled their diplomatfc 
mission, left the grove to return to their native country They embarLed 
on board commodious boats, in which I understood they were to ftavel for 
three weeks, and aftenvards prosecute their, route by land, until they got 
mto the heart of the Chinese dominions, where water carnage is facibtated by 
numerous canals They expected to find the cold intense before their amval 
atPekin, ajourneywhich they stated would require tliree months toperform 
I presented the senior, at his last visit to me, with a ivrapper of English 
broad cloth, which he remarked would be more comfortable m his journey 
among the cold lulls of Cluna, m the month of December, than his oivn 
garments of silk quilted ivith cotton He apologized for not having any 
thing better to give mo in return than some pieces of silk and a few fans , 
but his sou, a promising youth of seventeen, who attended his father in 
quality of page, and \i ho had been on more famdiar terms with us, tiun 
the natural gravity and public character of the senioid would allow to 
them, came to take lease of me just bcibro lus embarkation, and observing 
that he should probably never see me again, entreated my acceptance of 
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his pillow and his purse, as memorials of the son of Keeloree.* When 
1 hesitated in leceiving what were conveniencies to him, but useless to 
me, he seemed so much hurt, that I could not wound the feelings of 
the ingenuous youth, by rejecting his artless token of good will. I had 
given him at different times a few trifling gratifications, and he could not 
reconcile himself to depart without making some return. His pillow 
was a light lacquered box, about eighteen inches long, circular at top, and 
covered with a case of silk, so thickly quilted with cotton as feo render 

y 

it soft. In a box of this sort, a Chinese, when he makes a journey, 
usually carries all his valuables ; though unprovided with a lock, it is not 
’easy to be opened, and the case is closely buttoned : thus a traveller secures 
all his property by sleeping on it. This box was not empty; it con- 
tainech»the purse -f beforementioned, a steel and flint to light fire, and a 

bracelet and ring of agate, which the donor assured me were endued with 

> * 

certain cabalistic virtues, to protect th^ possessor from the perils of the 
road. 

During the time that matters of business were under discussion, and the 
necessary papers preparing, Mr. Wood employed his leisure hours in di- 
gesting his survey of the river, and in making astionomical observations ; 
whilst Doctor Buchanan, ever assiduous m the pursuit of knowledge, pro- 
' secuted botanical enquiries, and collected general information from every 
accessible source. Among other things, books in the Birman tongue weie 
brought to him for sale, on which the owners put, wha\ seemed to be, a 

* This I conceive to be rather a title than his real name, 
a 

t This purse bore an exact resemblance to the representation in Sir George Staunton’s 

t 

Work, of'the purse -which his unperial majesty of China’ presented to the embassador’s page 
when the Bntish embassy -was formally introduced. 
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very exorbitant price , and either frbm' real, or pretended apprehension, 
these venders of Birman literature always produced their wares in a clan 
destine manner , assigning as a reason, that if any person were discdvered 
to have sold bool^s io a foreigner without permission, he would be hable to 
a severe penalty This assertion we werd at first inclined to consider rather 
as a pretfixt for enhancmg the demand, than as founded on fact , one day, 
faowev er, we undeistood that a man had actually been imprisoned for an 
oflence df this nature, and was likely to suffer punishment I immediately 
sent a message to the chief Woongee, apprizing him of the circumstance^ 
and desirmgto know whether it was illegal to sell books to us, that if their 
law prohibited it, I should reject such as m fiiture nught be brought, antf 
direct every penon under my authonty to do the same Thd Woongee re- 
turned a civil message, and the man "was set at hberty His Majesty bemg 
made acquamted with the afikir, summoned, on the^ following day, the 
prmcipal Rhahaans to attend his council, and submitted to them, whether 
or not It was consistent with Birman tenets, to grant books that treated of 
their history and laws, to foreigners The conclave, I was told, after 
solemn dehberaUon, determmed m the aflirmaUve , and added, that H rvas 
not only admissible, but laudable, for the dissemmation of knowledge His 
Majesty ivas thereupon pleased to order a handsome copyoftheRazawayn, 
or History of their Kings, and of the Dhumasath, or Code of Laws, to be 
delivered to me from the royal hbrary each was contained in one large 
volume, written m a' beautiful manner, and handsomely adorned with 
pamlmg and gildmg , , I '• 

Jlly Bengal draftsmen, whose labours were principally Greeted by Dr 
Buchanan m the dehneation of plants, met at Ummerapoora with a brothei' 
artist m a Siamese pamter, who ivas employed by the court Tins man. 
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though not so shilfulas .the person, in mysevyice, iwas neveitheless of mi 
utility.,; he furnishe(i.me with several .drawings ^descriptive of the costu 
of the 'country,, which though executed witLlittle taste; were finished w 
the most perfect^ fidelity ; amongi other, things he brought me a rep 
sentation of the.Shoepaundogee, brioyabibarge used by the King wt 
he goes in state on the water; Jhe. painter reported that- the lengih of I 
vessel was a, hundred cubits- (more/thaui one' hundred and fifty feei 
I saw.it/through^a glass, ‘but atdoOLgreat a distance' to observe' more th 
the elevated stem,- tfie royal .piasath in the centre, which occupied the ph 
of .a.mastj.and the. splendour of the .gilding, J with which, it was entin 
coveied.^.The King possesses ;a great; variety i of boats, some of’ them ’ 
had an opportunity ;of, viewing;. hut the. Shoepaundogee is by far the* mi 
magnifiiient. , ,'uj . , \ L.r-,.,'/ > : - 

The Birman month of Sandaingguite^ which had just expired, is a seas 
of universaliiestivity and .rejoicing, -and -on the three terminating da) 
solemn homage is paid.to. the King, to.the EngyTeekien, and to -the pri 
cipal Queen. At the I court ofithe latter, Ml the wives ^and daughters of t 
nobles ‘pay their respects, .unaccompanied by^tfieir husb^ands or any me 
attendants; and, in this assembly,- as .much' state and;cnremony are observi 
as at the courtiof his Majestyi.j The. rank;, which each lady bears in rig 
of her husband, is, expressed by. her diess and oinanients ; female priori 

being not less scrupulously maintairi6d,'than precedency aniongs_t me: 

; 

We regrettM extremely, that their'Customs did not.allow us .to attend tl 
Queen’s court,;.in the. .same manner as 1 at [that ufhei illustrious mothe 
Age and widowhood, it’seems, gay.e.thedattera privilege of receiving visi 
from^the other sex, without violating, decorum, or incurring i eproach. 

During the fifteen days of .this i'cdecreasing moon,”lthe city was ilium 
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DEted every night , lanterns made of diferent coloured transparent paper 
were suspended from bamboo scaffolds, and disposed m various shapes, 
which produced a pleasmg effect when seen from our residence ton the 
opposite side of the lale The supenor bnlhancy of the lights at the palace, 
was distinguishable above the rest The Birmans are smgularly expert in 
the display of fire worlj of every description 
On the I3th of October, I received a verbal ijiessjge from the Engy 
TeeLien, that he should be glad to see me on the followmg day, when he 
meant to lay aside the parade of state, and honour me with an unceremo- 
nious reception I embraced with pleasure an opportunity of an mterview, 
unmcumhered with the formahties of regal pomp, and accompanied by a 
few attendants, proceeded on horseback to his palace, at the appomted time 
As soon as my arrival was announced, I was immediately introducfed with- 
out the previous ceremony of waitmg m thaRhoom On this occasion he 
didnot, as formerly, exhibit himself fium a casement wmdow like a pagod, 
but was seated at the upper end of the hall, upon a couch nchly adorned 
with the customary ornaments His dress was entirely simple , he wore a 
white vest of fine mushn, with a lower garment of silk, and his head was 
bound with an embroidered fillet. Several personages of rank were present, 
habited also m a plain manner, but distmguished by their gold tzaloe, or chain 
ofnobihty The deportment of theprmce at this interview was perfectly frank, 
and fine from ostentation , I was disappomted, however, in his conver 
sation , I expected that he would, by mquuang mto the state of the British 
provmces, and the causes of their” prospenty, have sought for infoi*- 
mation, that might hereafter prove benefiaal to the country over which 
he IS one day presumptively to reign His discourse took a qmte diffe 
rent turn , he asked only frivolous questions, and endeavoured to amuse 
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me by the piattle of two sprightly children, his daughters. Half an hour 
having been spent in this tufling manner, I withch’ew, and paid a visit to the 
Maywoon of Pegue, who told me that it was his intention to accompany 
us back to Rangoon, where he would older every necessary to be- provided 
for our convenience ^d accommodation. 

The distance to which oul^ boats were obliged to remove, rendered the 

transpoi tation of our baggage, a work of labour : after conveying it across 

the lake, it was to be laden on carts, and drawn for two miles ovfcr what 

> 

was now a plain of sand, but at the time of our arriv^il had been a wide 
sheet of water, navigated by vessels of considerable burthen. The commu- 
nication between the lake and the river, was now completely closed. 

On the 23d of October we began to send off our heaviest articles. The 
commissary, or Kyewoon, had taken care to provide a carriage and la- 
bouiers, the expence of which we were not suffered to defi'ay ; what I gave 
to the people, was considered as a private gratification. 

Having embarked most of our baggage, Mr. Wood and Doctor Buchanan, 
with a proportion of the attendants, left me early on the 25 th, to go on 
boaid the boats * I remained until evening, waiting for some papeis which 
I expected from the' city. Horses were in readiness for us to mount, on 
the opposite side of the lake. 

On leaving Tounzemahn, as the boat pushed horn the shoie, I looked 
back with pleasure at the grove, under the shade of which we had resided, 
and bade a glad, but not unthankful adieu to an habitation, where I had ex- 
perienced kind hospitality, and spent three months in a manner, that could 
not fail to impress me with a lasting recollection of the scene. To be placed 
in so singular and interesting a situation, cannot often occur; nor can 
the images created by it be easily obliterated from the mind. 

3 I 
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Riding across the plain, over which I had latelj^ sailed, I perceived that 
part of It, tvas already under tillage, but the largest portion was left for 
pasture During the inundation, cailoes navigated between the houses of 
the lower suburbs of the aty, and all communication was maintained by 

C 

water, but carts now phed m dusty lanes, and the foundations of the build 
mgs, were at least fifteen feet above the level of the nver Our boats were 
at a creek called Sakymgua, where a number of tradmg vessels were also 
moored,* some of them of considerable burthen The noise of the boat- 
men on the bank, arid the smoke from the fires which they made, rendered 
the situation by no means agreeable 

Vanous causes conspired to detain us at Sakymgua Creek, until the 29th 
In the mterval, I received a short letter from the pnncipal Woongee, duected 
to the Governor Generaloflndia, contauung a desire of the Kmg, to procure 
certam rehgious books written m the Shanscnt language , likewise that a 
Bramm, well versed in astronomy, might be sent from Bengal to his court, 
to instruct his own professors, of whose ignorance in that science, his Ma 
jcsty ivas fully sensible The letter, however, laid as much stress on the 
punty of the preceptor s cast, as on the extent of his knowledge, and com- 
prehended a curious addition to the request, that a Bramm woman should 
accompany the sage, with a view, I imagine, of propagatmg a race of he- 
reditary astronomers I informed the Woongee, m reply, that Bramins 
of learning, have an mvmcible dislike to leave their native country, even 
for a limited penbd, but to emigrate with their families, I conceived, ivas 
an act, to which no temptation would induce them I added, that the pnij- 
ciplcs of the Emglish government did not allow of force beug used, to com- 
pel a subject into cxde, who had not by any crime forfeited the protection 
of the law This, I dare say, ivas not very mlelhgible doclnne to the 
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despotic monarch of Ava, and at all events must have been perfectly 
novel. 

Whilst we remained at this place, one of our people received ill treat- 
ment from the natives, which was remaikable, as being the first instance 
that had occurred, boctor Buchanan, desirous of enriching his collection 
of plants, with every rare production of the country, used to employ a 
peasant boy of Bengal, to gather herbs foi him, whom he every day sent 
for that purpose into the fields. The followers of the Prince of Tongho 
happened to leside in this quarter, a class of men, riotorious among Bir- 
mans for their insolence and _ dishonesty : the lad unluckily chanced one 
da.y to meet a party of these rufi&ans, who took from him his knife, basket, 
and turban, and, threatening to put him to death, so frightened him that 
he botanized no more, till we were out of their reach. I had before heard 
much of the ferocity of these people, who were very numerous; report 

j * 

made their numbers ten thousand : they were always quarrelling with the 
followers of the other princes, particularly those of the Prince of Prome. 
It was said that the King,- had on one occasion, whilst we were at Urame- 
rapoora, sharply reprimanded his son, the Tongho Teekien, and confined 
his Woon, or minister, for not keeping his people in better subjection. I 
took no notice of their conduct ; it was not expedient at my depai ture to 
make a public complaint of such a petty outiage. 

The river, which three months before, had displayed an uninterrupted 
expanse of several miles, was now broken into separate streams, surround- 
ing numerous islands, which had just emerged from the inundation. The 
principal branchaif tire river, even m its diminished state, was a mile wide. 
Doctor Buchanan and I crossed in a small boat to an island, where some 
fisheimen and gardeners had begun to eiect huts, in which they leside until 
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returning floods m the ensuing year force them to abandon their babita-i 
Uons They seemed to have the means of comfortable Iivehhood , them 
gardens were already sown with the sweet potatoe, convolvulus batatas, 
pulse, and Brenjals, solanum melongena, the latter are usually transplant- 
ed The soil was extremely dry, notwichstandmg it Jiad so recently been 
covered with water, and the pasturage was luxuriant The mhabitants 
possessed cattle and poultry in abundance, and doubtless weie supphed 
with cx£ellent fish 

Early on the 29th, the Maywoon of Pegue visited me, in a very hand- 
some war boat gilded to the water s edge, accompanied by several others 
that were plain , he invited me on board, and we took our seats on the 
prow, which, m Bmnan boats, is always the place of digmty When we 
left the shore, the whole flee'l pushed off and followed us , the momipg was 
fine, and the water smooth, whilst the spues ^of Ummerapoora in our stem, 
the white temples and lofty hills of Chagamg opposite, and the fort of an- 
cient Ava below, formed a very cheerful prospect We rowed to Chagamg, 
where, soon after our arrival, the Maywoon took leave of roe, to return to 
the capital, liavmg business to detain him a few days longer, he however 
promised to overtake us on the way down, his boats being better adapted 
tlian ours, for expedition 

After dinner. Doctor Buchanan and I walked out to view the fort of 
Chagamg, which in die days of Namdoo Praw bad been the seat of em- 
pire , we entered under a gateway, the arch of which was unde and well 
turned This fort liad nothing to distinguish it from others that have 
been already described , U was not nearly so large as LTrornsrapoora, or oven 
equal m extent to the lines of ancient Ava , the defences were suffered to 
fall mto ruins, and the houses were meanly budt among wee4s'ailtl rubbish 
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We observed a ’well supplied herb market, which was attetided wholly by 
women. Passing through the fort, we crossed a narrow fosse on a hand- 
some wooden bridge, the length of which indicated, that during the mon- 
soon the inundation extended to a considerable distance, and a little faither, 
we came to the great road leading to Meengoung. On our light, lay the 
low conical hills, whose summits, crowned with white temples, form such 
conspicuous objects from the river. Advancing about a mile, we arrived at 
a village called Oderua, or pot village, fiom its being a manu^ctory of 
earthen ware. The lateness of the evening prevented, our further progress. 
We returned by a road that led to the left of the fort, passing in our way a 
jieat village situated near the banks of the liver. 

By means of our hoises, we now enjoyed a convenience which in coming 
up we did not possess A platform had been constructed in a broad boat, 
capable of containing five horses : we brought three from the capital, and 
added two others dn the way down : little trouble was occasioned by 
embarking or landing them ; the Birman grooms were expert, and the 
beasts tractable. Early next morning we mounted, and pursued the route 
, of the preceding evening. Numerous temples lined the road on either side, 
but one only of the number attracted particular notice ; it was surrounded 
by a high brick wall, from which elephants heads, formed of masoniy, were 
protruded in such a manner, as to give the wall an appearance of being 
supported on the backs of those animals ; the temple was a pyramid of 
brick, about one hundred ,feet high, ornamented wih a gilded umbrella. 
Passing through Pot Village, we came to a town called Kyeock Zeit, remark- 
able for being the great manufactory of marble idols, the inhabitants of which 
were statuaries by trade I saw thirty or forty laige yaids crowded with 
artists, at work on images of various sizes, but all of the same personage, 
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Gaudma, sitting cross legged on a pedestal The quarries, whence the ma 
tenals are procured, are only a few miles distant , the marble is brought 
hither m shapeless blochs, and afterbemg fashioned, the images are ppbhcly 
sold to those who have grace enough to purchase them The largest that 
I observed, a httle exceeded the human size, the price bf which, they said, 
was one hundred tackals, twelve or thirteen pounds, but some diminutive 
Gaudmas were to be disposed of, as low as two or three tacials The 
Leedegee, or steersman of my boat, bought one to protect us on the way 
doivn The worlcmen were extremely civd and communicative , they would 
not part with their sacred commodity, I was told, to any except Birmans, 
but they answered our questions with good humourj and our curiosity 
neither excited surprise, nor gave umbrage Their tools are simple , they 
shape the image, with a chisel and mallet, and afterwards smooth ^it, by 
fieestone and water Many of the idols were beautifully pobshed, which, 
I understood, was effected by rubbmg the marble with three difierent sorts 
of stone , the first rough, the second finer, and the third such as hones are 
made of, the workmen aftenvards use the palms of their hands This ope 
ration gives it a transparent clearness, far surpassing the bnghtest pohsh of 
which European marble is susceptible Such images as were designed for 
gilding, did not receive so high a finisbmg 

Half a league furtlier we came to where the temple of Kommodoo rears 
its massive and antique pile This venerable and curious edifice stands on 
an eminence, whioh renders it a conspicuous object, at the distance of many 
miles It 13 composed of solid masonry without cavity of any sort, and in 
shape resembles a bell, there is a lugh railing of wood encijdmg it, twelve 
feet distant from tlie base , the circumference on the outside of the railing, 
by my measurement, was four hundred paces, perhaps three hundred and 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


431 


fifty yaids, and the height did not appeal less than three hundred feet; it 
ended in a clumsy cone, unadorned by a spire or the customary umbrella, 
and exhibited a striking contrast to the elegant and still larger temple 
of Shoemadoo: indeed the stile of its structure indicated, that it was 
built eithei by a people possessing totally different notions of architec- 
ture, or at a fai moie i emote period; it was much the most inelegant and 
heavy building, we had seen in the country. The roof had once been 
richly gilded, and the remains of wooden galleries, from which the paint 
and gilding were not quite obliteiated, lay scattered around; these orna- 
ments had probably been often lenewed since the first erection of the 
tfemple. Kommodoo was once celebrated for its sanctity, and is still held 
in great leverence; many devotees weie sauntering round the hill, whilst 
otj25r&»were piostrate at their devotions. The Birmans boast of the anti- 
quity of this building; they ^ascribe its lise to supernatural agency, and 
fix its date further back than the Mosaic lei'a : these, however, were the 
tales of ignorance to conceal the want of knowledge, but the traces of long 
duration were certainly evident, and fiom its size and form, Kommodoo 
Pi aw ^eems likely to resist the effects of time, for many ages. 

From the site of Kommodoo, we had an extended view of the river wind- 
■ ing through a rich and level countiy. A considerable lake lay to the south- 
ward ; the plains were now cultivating, whilst numerous villages and herds 
of cattle denoted population and plenty. At a short distance fi'om the foot 
of the hill, was a long avenue formed by a double row of tamaimd trees of 
uncommon stateliness and beauty, under the shade of which a line of shops 
was erected on either side, where, besides provisions and cloth, utensils in 
brass ware, and fireworks, were sold On a green, a little way retired from 
the road, we obseived a number of people employed in making rockets, the 
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tubes of which were the sohd trunis of trees bored after the maimer of a 
pump, in some, the cavity of thecyhnderwas nine or ten mches m diame- 
ter, and the wood about two mches thick, the length of these tubes'vaned 
from twelve to twenty feet , they were filled with a composition of char 
coal, saltpetre, and gunpowder, rammed in very hard The enormous size 
of Birlnan rockets, has already been noticed, in the account given of the 
fireworks of Pegue, but several that we saw here, far exceeded those in 
magnitude The large ones are fired from a high scafibld erected for the 
purpose , bamboos fastened together, of a length adapted to preserve the 
poise, form the tail of the rocket, m this branch of pyrotechny tfae3innans 
lake particular dehght, and are extremely skilful * 

The day was now far advanced, and the sun become powerful Having sa 
ti3fiedourairiosity-,wegalJoped back to our boats, a distance of aboiy sc-en 
miles I took notice m my way, of frequenksheds, bmlt at the side of the 
road, in nhich pots of -water were placed, Ibr the refreshment of travellers 
Chagamg is the prinapal emponum, to which cotton is brought from all 
parts of the country, and where, after being cleaned, it is embarked for 
the China market females perform the labour of clearing it from the seeds , 
this IS effected by double cyhnders turned by a lathe, wluch the woman works 
with her foot, whilst she supplies the cotton inth her hands I ivas told, 
that tlie most opulent merchant in the empire, resides at Chagamg, who 
deals solely m tins article In the afternoon we loosed our boats and 
dropped down to' Ava on the opposite side 

Early on the following morning, I walked out to examine the rums of 
this descried capital The disposition of its streets and buildings nearly 
resembled that of Ummerapoora at the present day We could trace the 
separate divisions of the palace, amidst heaps of rubbish overgrown by 
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weeds and thorns : on the spot where but a few years since, the Lotoo 

stood, and justice was administered to a mighty empire, pulse and Indian 

corn w^re now growing. Passing to the westward, among ruinous walls 

and fallen temples, we came upon a good road, and a miserable old woman, 

“ the sad historian” and living emblem of the place, pointed out the way 

to Logatherpoo Praw, foimerly the lesidence of the Seredaw, xtr high 

priest of the empire, where the colossal image of Gaudma was still to be 

viewed. * 

> 

The aiea on which the temple stands, is a square suirdundedby an arcade^ 

ofmasoniy ; on each side, nine cubical towers are erected, and several build-' 

ir^s aie comprehended within the space inclosed by the arcade. The temple 

in which the stupendous idol is placed, differs from the other pyramidical 

buddings, by having an arched excavation that contains the image. On 

entering this dome, our surprise was greatly excited at beholding such a 

) 

monstrous repiesentation of the divinity. It was a Gaudma of marble 
seated on a pedestal, in its customary position. The height of the idol, from 
the top of the head to the pedestal on which it sat, was nearly twenty-four 
feet ; the head was eight feet in diameter, and across the breast it measured 
ten ; the hands were from five to six feet long; the pedestal, which was also 
of marble, was raised eight feet from the ground. The neck and the left 
side of the image were gilded, but the right aim and shoulder remained 
tmeovered. The Birmans asserted, that this, like every other Gaudma 
which I had seen of the same material, was composed of^one entire block 
ofimarble; nor coiild we on the closest inspection, observe any junction of 
parts. If what tl^y said was true, it remains a matter of much cuiiosity, 
to discover how such a ponderous mass could be transported fiom its 
native bed, and raised in this place. The building had evidently been 

3 K 
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erected over the idol, as the entrance would scarcely admit the intro- 
duction of the head No inteUigent Birman happening to be with us, all 
that I could learn m answer to my inquines, was, that the image had 
been placed there an hundred years ago, by a King named Podoo Sembuan 
Whatever may be its real history, it ‘is an extraordmary specimen, of 
idolatrous extravagance 

On our return, we perceived a man dnvmg a cart dratvn by a pair ofj 
oxen, which was filled with rubbish from the ruined buildings I leamt that 
he was carrymg thd load to a neighbouring brook, to wash it, expecting 
to discover gold, sdver, or some article of value, which not unfrequently 
happened Old Ava is said to be the resort of numerous thieves, who find, 
shelter and places of concealment, among the decayed rehgious edifices 

Our researches bemg ended, we re embarked and unmediately gojjijjder 
way, the boatmen usmg their oars with just sufficient force to accelerate m a 

f 

slight degree, our motion down a gently ghdmg current The nver, except 
m those places where islands divided its stream, was above a mile wide 
A little before sun set, we brought to for the mght on the left hand, under a 
high bank near the town of Sandaht, and m the evening we took our cus 
toraary -walk, which at this place ivas among lanes, separated by hedge 
rows, mclosing fields planted with pulse, sesamum, and Indian com 
AVc left Sandaht betimes the next mommg, and continued to Hoat doivn 
the stream, with httle exertion or labour to our people The river having 
fallen at least fiiteen feet since the time we came up, we could not, as 
before, observe the towns and villages on each side, ngr indeed could acy 
object be seen that was not immediately on the edge of the banks, wluch 
hung pcrpeiidicularlyovcr the river, inmanyplaces toaconsiderablehcight, 
but vve knew when a town or a collection of houses was nigh, by the steps 
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buck uie still to be seen in many of the ancient temples, yet Birman work- 
men can no longer turn them. Masonry has not in latter ages been much 
pmetyied ; wooden buildings have superseded the more solid structures of 
biick and moitar. 

On our return, the Mioudoged* politely invited us to stop and rest our- 
selves at his house. We accepted the invitation, and weie ushered into 
a commodious dwelling inclosed by a railing ; where we found several 
pel sons seated in a spacious hall. Soon after our entrance, the Midudogee’s 
wife came foith horn an inner apaitment, and sat down by her husband ; 
she was attended by two female servants, and held by the hand her 
‘daughtei, a pretty delicate child about eight years of age, who was not at 
all alarmed at the sight of sti angers, but came and examined my hat and 
i5p.tt.*ktte, with much engaging familiarity. Her lather was extremely civil; 
not knowing that we had houses, he kindly offered us the use of his, if we 
chose to leinain anothei day, and amuse ourselves by riding through the 
ancient city, which was too extensive to be travel sed in so shoit a time 
on foot. Doctor Buchanan having expressed a wish to examine the 
Laun/an, a rare species of plant, he promised to send one of his people on 
the following day some distance oEP, to procure it for him, which he punc- 
tually performed. Such instances of genuine hospitality are amongst 
the highest gratifications that a traveller can experience. 

Next morning we mounted our horses at an early houi, pursuing an 
eastward direction on a road that led to hills, called l^'oiroendong, about 
"ten miles distant ; beyond which, and more southerly, we perceived Poupa^ 
a conical mouhtam mentioned in our former journey On each side of the 
road, innumerable religious buildings appeared, in every stage of dilapi- 
dation. At the distance of two or three miles from the river, the soil 
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became less barren A few inconsiderable gardens were inclosed b^ tlie 
inhabitants, sown chiefly with Indian com and pulse, and m some places the 
cotton plant was grornng^ We conttnijed our nde five or sue nulesoas far 
as a small village, named Mmangdoo, where the rums seem tp end m that 
direction There I saw fgr the first. Umc a Kioum, or,monastery, built of 
masonry. We got bacL about twelve o clock, and found crowds of people 
assembled at. the water side, lyait/ng for ^he amval of the pnnee of Pagahm, 
who wus hourly expected , ^ the men of distinction belonging to 
the city, had gone up the river to meet him In order to make more room 
near the spot where he was to land, we loosed our boats, and removed to 
a situation lower down Shordy after the fleet came m sight We were at 
too great a distance to distinguish the prince s barge, the decorations of 
which were said to be very handsome , but we saiy an immense nuaai^r 
of boats, and heard the shouts of the people, who welcomed their royal 
governor with every demonstration of joy 

Being unacquamted with the, etiquette proper to be observed on such 
an occasion, I consulted tlie Mioudogee, whether a visit from me was ex- 
pected, or would be agreeable to the pnnee He rephed, tliat mypgying a 
visit, would lay the prince under the necessity of desiring our stay for 
two or three days, to partake of an entertamraent As such a ceremony 
could not be convenient to him, and had no inducement for me, I sent Baba- 
Sheen to apologize in my name, pleading haste and the lateness of the 
season, as my excuse for not having the honour to wut on him 

At sun rise next morning, tlie prmce of Prome passed by, with a very 
numerous and noisy retmue, from the number of boats xhere could not 
be fewer than three or four thousand persons all the boatmen were 
smging m unison with the strokes of their oars The Maywoon of Pegue 
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who was ill his suite, sent me a complimentary message, saying that he 

\ 

meant to attend the prince as fai as Meeaday, his own Jaghire, or estate, 
wheie-lie should wait our anival. 

Wo were delayed at Pegahm by our boat people, till near ten o’clock, 
when we pushed oh*. The liver,' during the eaily pait of this day, where 
islands of sand did not intervene, was not less than two miles wide : at 

* ' i _ 

one place, howevei, the channel contracted, and the current lushed round 

■ i 

a piojecting rock, w'ith excessive lapidity. We saw seveial ranges of 
hills, some of which appioached near the river, but these weie of no con- 
siderable magnitude. The Arracan mountains, hfty or sixty miles distant, 
i^hich were visible at intervals, towered higli above the lest. In the evening 
we reached Sillamcw, an ancient city which had once been a place of 
ct^nxkierablc note. A little way to the northwaid, we peiceived the ruins 

of a brick fort erected in a very judicious situation ; the ditch and wall 

» 

were still to be traced. We had been so much engaged, when we were 

V « 

here befoie, with the silk and cotton merchants who brought theii goods 
to sell, that we entirely overlooked the site of this fortress, an ^oversight- 
that might easily happen, as its ramparts and towers are nearly level with 
the dust. ' - , 
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‘ CHAPTER XIX 

j t i t. I t 

Arrive al Sembewghnvn — PoUleness of the Maroon of Arracan — fay- 

I ) I ) I j ) ‘ 

nangheoiun — Wells of Petroleum —Palanago —Meeaday— friendly Al- 
letUion of Ike Maywoon of Pegue — Kayn, or Mountaineers — Strange 
Custom — Motions of Religion — Pulloo — Prome — Fisit the Site of an 
Ancient City — Peeinghee — Mayahoun — Prejudice of Birman Boat- 
men — Disagreeable Circumstance — Western Rtver — Denoobav — 
Enter the Rangoon Branch of the Irraivaddy — Mosquetoes — Meet 
Captain Thomas — Arrive at Rangoon '' 

* A 

( 

W E departed from Sdlahmew at the customary hour, and by nine o clock 
m the morning reached Sembewgeira on. the east bank of the river The 
town 13 a league inland, but there is a village at the place where boats 
usually stop We perceived a temporary house at some distance, such as is 
built Ibr the accommodation of a man of rank when he travels, surrounded 
by small huts , and were informed that it was the encampment of the 
gosemor of Arracan This officer had been newly appomted, and was on 
his way to take ‘possession of his vice royalty, which confers the title 
of Maywoon on the possessor, and is accounted one of the most importanf 
governments of the empire I sent a message to him with comphments, 
and a request that he would forward a dispatch for me to Chittagong , the 
frontier Bntish province (bat borders on Arracan He obligingly undertook 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 


*441 


the commission, and punctual!/ fulfilled his piomise. I had afterwards 
the satisfaction to know, that the fiist advice which the Governor-General 
received ofm/ pioceedings at Ummeiapoora, was b/ this conveyance. 

We continued at Sembewghewn only a short time. I did not land; but 

the Doctor went on shore, he saw nothing however that meiited particular 

notice. Mr. Wood remained till the afternoon, to observe the distance 

between the sun and moon; the latter being at this time visible, and 

the sk/ unclouded. We lowed till two o’clock, at which hour we* reach- 

» 

ed Ya/nangheoum, or Petroleum creek; a place alrelad/ noticed in our 
journey up the river. 

Doctor Buchanan partook of an early dinner with me ; and when the 
sun had descended so low as to be no longer inconvenient, we mounted 
our^i^s^ses to visit the celebrated wells that produce the oil, an article of 
universal use throughout the jBirman empire. The face of the country 
was cheerless and sterile ; the road, which wound among rock/ emi- 
nences, was barely wide enough to admit the passage of a single cart, and 
in man/ places the tiack, in which the wheels must lun, was a foot and 
a half lower on one side than the other : there were several of these lanes, 
some more circuitous than others, according to the situation of the small 
hills among which the/ led. Vehicles, going and returning, were thus 
enabled to pursue different routes, except at particular places where the 
nature of the ground would onl/ admit of one road : when a cart came 
to the entrance of such a defile, the driver hallooed out to stop an/ that 
might interfere with him from the opposite side^ no part being sufiicientl/ 
wide for two carts to pass. The hills, or rather hillocks, were covered 
with gravel, and yielded no other vegetation than a few stunted bushes. 
The wheels had worn ruts deep into, the rock, which seemed to be rather 

’3 L 
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a mass of concreted gravel, than hard stone, and many pieces of’petnfied 
wood lay strewed about It is remarkable, that wherever these petrefkctions 
were found, the sod was unproductive, and the ground destitute of verdure 
The evening being far advanced, we met but few carts , those we did 
observe were drawn each by a pair cff oxen, and of a length dispropor- 
tionate to the breadth to allow space for the earthen pots that contamed the 
oiL It was a matter of surprise to us, how they could convey such bnttle 
ivare, with any degree of safety, over so rugged a road each pot was 
packed m a separate basket, and laid on straw, nothivithstanding which 
precaution, the ground all the way was strewed with the fragments of the 
vessels, and wet with oil , for no care can prevent the fracture of some In 
every journey As we approached the pits, which were more distant than 
we had imagmed, the country became less uneven, and the soil prtdu^ed 
herbage , it was nearly dark when we reached th^, and the labourers 
had retired from work There seemed to be a great many pits withm a 
small compass walkmg to the nearest, we found the aperture about four 
feet square, and the sides, as far as we could see down, were lined with 
timber, the oil is drawn up in an iron pot, fastened to a rope passed 
over a wooden cylmder, which revolves on an axis supported by two 
upright posts When the pot is filled, two men take the rope by the 
end, and run down a dechvity, which is cut m the ground, to a distance 
equivalent to the depth of the well , thus when they reach the end of their 
track, the pot is raised to its proper elevation, the contents, water and od 
together, are then discharged into a cistern, and the water is allerwaids 
drawn off through a hole at the bottom Our gmde, an“ active mtelbgent 
fellow, went to a neighbouring house and procured a well rope, by means 
of which we were enabled to measure t|ie depth, and ascertamed it to be 
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ihirty-seven fathom, but of the quantity of oil at the bottom we could not 

judge ; the owner of the rope, who followed our guide, affirmed, that when 

a pit yiplded as much as came up to the waist of a man, it was deemed 

‘ tolerably productive ; if it reached to his neck, it was abundant ; but that 

which lose no higher than the knee, was accounted indifferent. When a 

well is exhausted, they lestore the spring by cutting^deeper into the rock, 

\ 

wliich is extiemelyhaid in those places where the oil is pioduced. Govern- 
ment farm out the ground that supplies this useful commodity; a^id it is 

> 

again let to adventurers who dig wells at their own hazard, by which they 
sometimes gain, and often lose, as the labour and expence of digging are 
cc/nsideiable. The oil is sold on the spot for a mere tiifle ; I think two or 
three hundred pots for a tackal, or half-a-crown. The principal charge is 
incuccgd by the tiansportation and purchase of vessels. We had but half 
gratified our curiosity when it grew dark, and our guide urged us not to 
remain any longer, as the road was said to be infested by tigers, that 
piowled at night among the rocky uninhabited ways, through which we 
had to pass. We followed his advice, and leturned with greater risk, as 
I thought, of breaking our necks from the badness of the road, than of 

being devoured by wild beasts. At ten o’clock we reached our boats 

/ 

without- any misadventuie. 

We left Yaynangheoum before sunrise, and, committing ouiselves to the 
, current, glided almost imperceptibly down the stream, the boatmen lying 
in idle ease, some on the roof, and others on the lateraPplatforms of the 
vessel ; whilst their only occupation was singing, praying, and sleeping by 
turns. The present manner of passing their time, was a contrast to what 
they experienced on the former journey, during which their labour had 
been excessive and without inteimission ; they all appeared pleased to 
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return to Rangoon, where the necessanes of hfe are much cheaper than at 
the capital We lay this mght near the town of Patanago, a place already 
noticed Waliing out in the afternoon, I started several hates the 
country abounds m game, and is beautifully diversified with hanging 

C 

woods and rising grounds * 

The fleet parted fiom Patanago very early. Doctor Buchanan’s boat 
gomg ahead of the rest, he reached Loonghee half an hour before his 
compaunons, and, profitmg by his celenty, went on shore at this roman- 
tic spot, where w4 had passed several days on our journey upwards 
He walked to some distance, m the hope of finding finut on a tree, which 
about four months before he had left in the earhest stage of blossom , but 
the firuit had since that time ripened and decayed, and the tree was now 
putting forth fi^sh flowers Between this place and Meeaday, tbaee ^are 
several ridges of low hills, clothed with wopd and destitute of cultivation, 
which my people said were the haunts of numerous tigers and elephants 
At sunset we got to Meeaday and perceived a number of boats fastened 
to the bank below the town, and among others we distmguished that of the 
Maywoon of Pegue I immediately sent a message to his house, notify- 
ing our arrival, and in return received a civil reply, expressing a desire 
to see me. 

On the following monung about nine o clock, a nephew of the Maywoon 
came down to welcome us after conversmg sometune, I ivalked with him 
to visit his reladon, by whom I rras received with every demonstration of 
friendship he politely asked me to remam at Meeaday for a day or two, 
and visit his garden and country house , but as the season was advanced, 
I felt solicitous to avoid unnecessary delay, and therefore excused myself 
m fact, our stay would have put him to aa mconvemence, havmg busmess. 
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lie said, to adjust on his estate, which would employ him for several days, 
but he expected to arrive at Rangoon as soon as oui selves. On my ex- 
pressing a desire to see some of the mountaineers called Kayn^ he 
obligingly ofleied to send one of his attendants to a village a few miles 
off, inhabited by these people, ^tith directions to bring some of them for 
our inspection, dressed in the proper garb of their country. I undei stood 
from him that, since our departure from Ummerapoora, not less than 
50,000 persons had left that city in the train of the several princes and 
men of rank, who, after paying homage at the golden feet, had letumed 
to theii respective governments. When I took leave, he ordeied a pair 
of horses to be brought from his stable, and lequested my acceptance of 
them ; they were very handsome, and one was of an uncommon colour, 
having a number of ciicular black spots, on a milk white skin. In return, 
I presented him with a marquee made of Euiopean canvass^ lined with Eng- 
lish broad cloth, and my rifle-barrelled gun, which I more highly valued. 

In the evening I walked over grounds which I had often trod before. 
Every thing in this district seemed to be flourishing ; the peasants and 
farmers acknowledge in the Maywoon, a mild and beneficent landlord ; if 
they weie not so opulent as some, they weic not so poor as many others : 
content, I thought, shone in every countenance, and comfort appeared 
to be an inmate of every dwelling. In my walks I saw a good deal of 
game, and shot a henza, or Braminy goose. The natives, although it is 
the symbol of their nation, hold the bird in no estimation ; it is some- 
what larger tjian a barnacle ; the plumage is beautiful, but the flesh in- 
difieient. 

Next morning oii my return from a long ride, I found a number of 
people collected on the banks opposite to qur boats ; these I learned were 
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the Kayn, or mountaineers, tvith their conductors, /or whom the May 
woon'had sent on the precedmg day I desn^ that the principal man 
and woman should be brought on board This cunous couple 'ivere 
dressed in their best attire, consisting of an lU shaped ^leeved coat made 
of coarse black cotton cloth, that of the man was much shorter than the 
woman’s, "both were bordered with stapes of white, red, and yellow, the 
man had a belt over his nght shoulder, from which was suspended a pouch, 
ornament^ with sinngsand small shells, on their heads they wore fillets 
nearly m the Birman manner , to the woman s were fastened tassels, com- 
posed of the Calyptra of the Buprestis igmta, she had also decorated her 
neck and arms inth many strings of beads and cownes , but the most 
remarkable part ivas her face, which was tattowed all over in lines mostly 
descnbmg segments of cucles This ceremony, which in some otKr"' 
countries is performed on the parts of women not, publicly exposed, 
among the Kayn is confined wholly to the visage of their females, to 
which, m the eye of an unaccustomed beholder, it gives a most extraordi 
nary appearance , the aspect of the woman, though she -was not old, nor 
in other respects ugly, from the effect of the operation was truly hideous 
I asked the ongm of the custom , this they did not know, but said it 
had existed from tune immemonal, and that it ivas mvanably performed 
on every female, at a certain age. I immediately employed my painter to 
make a drawing of these singular figures, m the attitude in which they 
stood before me a task which he performed m two hours, inth great exact- 
ness, and drew striking resemWances There was some difficulty in taking 
a likeness of the man, who ivas alarmed and restless, from a supposition 
iliat wc Mere imposing magical spells upon him, but the woman stood 
still Mith her hands crossed, apparently in perfect good humour and 
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content ; they spoke the Birman language indiSerently, and, in order to 

engage their attention, we asked the man several questions, where he 

expected to go when he died? He jeplied, that he should again become a 

child. Who will make you a child? “ The Mounzing.” Who are the 

Mounzing? “ The" father and mother of the world, who grow on the earth 

as two trees in a field, one ever green, the other dry.” What he meant 

by this metaphor we could not tell, unless it was a type of successive and 

eternal renovation and decay. He added, that the Mounzing tfesided on 

» 

the great mountain Gnowa, where the images of the dead are deposited. 
They had no idea of a place of futuie rewards and punishments, and deny 
^the existence of sin in their country ; they do not pray whilst living, 
because they cannot, in this life^, see the Mounzing, but they think that 
their images pray to them after mortal decease. They burn their dead, 
and afterwards collect their ashes in an urn, which they convey to a 
house, where, if the urn contain the relics of a man, they keep it six days, 
if of a woman, five; alter which it is carried to the place of interment, 
and deposited in a grave, and on the sod that covers it, is laid a wooden 
image of the deceased, to pray to the Mounzing and protect the bones 
and"ashes. 

These are the rude notions of religion entertained by the harmless 
untaught race, that inhabit the lofty mountains which divide Arracan 
from Ava, and who, as children of nature, delighting in their wild and 
native freedom, are for the most part insuperably averse to hold any com- 
»merce with the people of the plains. The Birmans, since the conquest of 

f 

Arracan, haveT compelled many, and allured a few, to settle in villages at 
the foot of the hills, where they are treated with a humanity that tends to 
conciliate them, to their new and more civilized state. A laige proportion of 
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Kiy« are, however, still independent. The Birmans have not yet earned 
sacrilegious mvasion to their holy mountain, which probably is not worth 
acquirmg When a Kayn dies witling the jurisdiction of the Birmans, the 
relations of the deceased always contvey the um, and the image of the 
departed person, to Gnowa, there to deposit them m hallowed earth. 
These people have no letters, nor any law, except custom , to this the 
Birmans prudently leave them, never mterfenng m their mumcipal and 
social economy 

Our cunosity being satisfied, we left Meeaday as soon as the painter 
bad finished the drawmgs The country through which we sailed this 
day had a pleasmg appearance , spots of cultivation and fiequent towns, 
skirted the nver, while small hills clothed with trees rose behipd them 
We passed m our way through a flock of thirty or forty elephants, who 
were swunming across the nver, carrymg their nders on their necks, 
these were all females, and had been employedr in huntmg their own 
species , males are seldom used by the Birmans for that purpose Late m 
the evenmg we brought to, at a small toivn called PuUoo, where there is 
a custom house, having now entered the government of the Prmce of 
Prome 

We got under way early the ensuing morning, and about two o clock 
stopped at the lower suburbs of Prome, m the midst of a great concourse 
of boats Landmg our horses, we rode in the evenmg to view the site of 
a \ery ancient city, which ages ago was the residence of a dynasty of 
Peguc lungs, before their country had submitted to the Birman yoke On- 
our nght, we left a large temple named Shoe Sanda Praw, 'situated on an 
cmmencc, round the foot of which were several bourns, or monastenes , 
pursumg a southerly chrecUon, we came on a level road leadmg through 
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well cuiLivated fields, interspeised with groves of tall palmyra tiees. We 
observed the channels of two rivers at this time almost diy; but which 
in the^rainy season roll down an impetuous cuiTent from the moun- 
tains, and empty their waters into th^^ Irrawaddy^ by these streams, teak 
timber is floated from the .forests during the monsoon, and is sold here 
very cheap. A plank three inches thick, and from sixteen to twenty feet 
long, may be purchased for a tackal, or half a crown. The ,soil in tlie 

neighbouihood of Prome, is remarkably well adapted for gardens, hnd we 

> 

met several persons carrying loads of fiuit on their heads to raaiket. 
The evening was far advanced before we reached Yaettee, on entering 
v.^hichwe passed through an old gateway, that appeared :to he narrowei, 
but of greater depth, than any we had yet seen; indeed the ruinous 
state both of the gateway and the wall, rendered it difficult to judge ac- 
curately of their dimensions ; within we could distinguish nothing but 
houses and fields, ani i^was .now too late to explore the antiquities of 
the place. Two intelligent men, whom we overtook riding along the 
road, informed us that it had o'nce been a great fortified city of a square 
form, each side measuring a space vcqual to two miles and a half; that rt 
had flourished for several centuries, before the fall of the Pegue mo- 
narchy, and that the vestiges of the imperial palace and a large temple 
Were still remaining. 

.During our ride, we observed ;two caravans of waggons drawn up in a 
circular form, m the same manner as those we had remarked at Meeaday, 
cnounjourney to the capital: here, ’however, £|je number of carts was much 
greater*; 'one of^the caravans contaming not less than a hundred, which 
were disposed in two circles, one within;the other, presentmg a very for- 
midable barrier against ,fhe .assaults either of men, or of .wild beasts. They 

3M 
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were chiefly leaden wi(h goapee and salt fish, and had come from a town 
called Omotr, situated on. the banks of a lake where fish is caught in such 
abundance, as to constitute an article of commercial exportatioi} The 
road m this direction seemed to be j^ellmade, and much frequented The 
Ledegee, or steersman, of Doctor Buchanan s boat, who had travelled by 
land fromProme to Rangoon, a journey of six days, said, that it was equally 
good the whole way Timber and stone flags are the prmcipal articles 
of expdh trade at Prome 

When the day brbke we resumed our journey , the temperature of the air 
was now extremely pleasant, and the mornings and evenings cool at sun- 
rise, the quicksilver m the thermometer stood at 67 degrees In the earlier 
part of this day, the villages, particularly those on the east bank, bad a 
very mvitmg appearance, from the orchards of plantain, mango, and other 
fruit trees, with which they were surrounded After passmg Pemghee, the 
country assumed a rougher aspect, the river, ^'the narrow strait where 
our boat had been wrecked on the way up, did not now run with such 
rapid violence as before Just above Tirroupmiou, we passed a large 
island covered ivith reeds and brushwood, which the boat people said was 
much infested by tigers The handsome town of Kamggain was siiuatcd 
below a we continued our course till after dark, and passing the hghts 
of the long and populous city of Mayahoun, formerly Loonray, brought 
to at the west bank, a httle to the southward of the town , but a was too 
late to think of landmg 

Next morning (Nov iSltj) we put off, at an early hour In the middle 
of the preceding night, I had been alarmed by a scene-of discord, be- 
tween the boatmen and my people, whicli had nearly produced senous 
consequences The Birmans have a superstitious abhorrence of any 
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peison’s jp^ssing over them, when they aie asleep 5 (leeme(f a great- 
iiidignityj injurious horn the effects of super- 
natural, The boatmen usua^^y slept 

boat, or platform piojecting fic/';n the side?* whilst my people occu- 

pied the pait. It happened'that in the P^g^t, one of the soldiers 
went out on tlie platform, and, legardless of the Birmans who were taking 
their rest» stepped over them without ceiemonf > most likely ignorant of 
their prejndice, and perhaps half asleep himspB^* one of the Birmans, 
however^ chanced unluckily to be awake, wljo? jnthping up, instantly 
attacked offender with his fists ; a scuffle Ensued, attended with no 
small outcry ; the other Birmans rose, and afmed themselves with the 
bamboos* that were kept for oar handles ; the soldiers flew to their 
bayonets* tmd my servants weie piepaiing to their pait. In this 
state of /hostility I came among them, just time enough to prevent mis- 
chief. fhe Seiee of^Ra^hgoon and the Ledegoe at length pacified the 
enraged crew, and I oidered my own people to return to their births. 
This acfl^ent pioduced no future enmity, and it was the only dis- 
aoreemept that occurred. The Birmans, thnngh sometimes irascible, 

O > 

were general extremely good tempeied, aPd seldom refused to ac- 
commodate the colars (strangeisi), even at expence of their own 

convenience. 

\/Yq ypwed all this day through a country, npt so well cultivated or so 
thickly inhabited, as that we had passed on the preceding : a little below 
Snainwahj a considerable branch of the river tak®® ^ southwesterly course, 
leading, we wefe informed, to Bassien; it is called Keidowa, and some- 
times Annn Kioup, or the Western River : the Arracan mountains 
were m the north-west quarter. We br^nght to after dark, a little 



452 


EUBASSy TO AVA 


above Henzadah, under a reedy bani,' from whi(;h we were- invaded by 
mynads of froubJesome insecta 

The following day brought us without any remarkable mcijlent tQ 
Denoobew The high bank and b^utiful situatmn of Temato or Mango 
Village, on the west side, tempted me to go on shore, It is a cbanamg 
spot , the town is mconsiderable, but the houses are neat and commodious 
Denoobew, where we arrived after sunset, is distinguished by a fine lem» 
pie, and is also celebrated for its manufactory of mats, which are made 
here m beautiful vanety, and supenor m quality to what are fabricated in 
any other part of the empire , long reeds and grass skirted the banks 
dunng the greatest part of this day s journey i ‘ 

From Denoobew to Yangain Cbaingah, the river preserves nearly a 
direct course About ten o clock in the morning of the 15 th, we got to t^ 
entrance of the Panlang river, where it se^rates from the great stream, 
m the same manner as the Hoogly does from 'the feanges , the pnnapal 
branch pursuing a southerly course, divides as it approaches the sea into 
a number of channels, which are filled by the tide, and are for the most 
part navigable The nver we now entered, is called by vanons names, 
Ashay Kioup, or the Eastern River, Panlang nver, and Rangoon nVer, the 
width of which did not exceed four hundred yards Theeastem tinnir 13 
within the junsdiction of Pegue, but tbe opposite country is included in 
the provmce of Dalla, and is governed by a person of a much less -dignified 
title than May woon Through the high reeds, which on each side overhung 
the water, several pathways were made leading to-Carrian vdlages As 
we pasted, I perceived a watercourse, which my people stud came from a 
lake called Mallatoo VVe had now reached the place, where m gomg up, 
we had been so severely teizedby mosquitos, and agamielt tbcir venomous 
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influence ; they evea assailed us In the daytijne, such n^irabeis, that 

we weie obliged to. foitify ouF' legs with- bjg. 9 jtSj an^ put pp t^icjc; gloves, ^ 

whilst jby continually flapping with^an handkerchief, endeavoured to 

defend our faces'. But no sooner hadJarkn^S? trq^r 

> 

blesome insects redoubled then: attacks, in s,ugh,n^n4i^^^s, of ^pch a size, 
and so poisonous, that I am persuaded if an European ^vith a dejicate skin 
were- to be exposed uncovered to , their ravages for one nigh,t, it would 
nearly piove fatal ; even the Birman bjpatnrgn^ whpse sjkjns are npt easily- 
penetrated, cannot repose within the];* actjon ; aqd, iny Bengal servants 
actually cried out in tonnent. I lay in boots with my cloaths on, and a 
double napkin over my face, and even thus could procure no rest. About 
nine o’clock we anchoied below the town of Panlang, being unable to stem 
the tide; and at eleven my people hailed a strange boat coming with 
the flood, that rowed towards us. Instantly I heard an European 
voice, to whjich I had of late been accustomed, and soon recognized 
that of Captain Thomas, of the Sea-Hoise I had sent an express 
when we were at Meeaday, to apprize him of our appioach, and 
desiie him to get ready for sea ; he had learned from a small vessel 
thafwe were at hand, and came thus far to meet us. It being impos- 
sible to sleep, we passed the night in conveisation; the account he 
gave of his treatment by the municipal government of Rangoon during 
my absence, and of the conduct of the Birmans in general towards his 
crew, was perfectly satisfactory. He had unrigged his ship during the 
•monsoon, and covered the decks with an aw^iag of mats, as a protection 
against the weather. Being in possession of a tolerably commodious 
house near the quay, he obligingly ofieied me a room in it; of this 
I availed myself, having no intention to remain at Rangoon longer 
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tfian absolutely necessary, and hoped to limit my stay to a very fcw~ 
days At midmght we got under way, and brought to agam at stx m 
the morning the banks on each si^e of the river do not mdicato much 
cultivation m its neighbourhood, but of the state of the mtenor country 
we could not judge, being prevented by the bushes ind tall reeds from 
seemg any distant objects At ten o clock the boatmen resumed their 
labour, and we passed on the left a very miserable village named Teet- 
' We were agam obbged to anchor on account of the tide , and early 
" the mormng of the 1 7 th of November, landed at Rangoon 
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hnperial Order registered at theRhoom. — Rejlections on our Commerce and 
Connection with the Birman Empire. — Receive a Visit from ihe May- 
woon. — Account of a Carrian Village. — Birman Game of Chess. — In- 
stance of a Trial by Ordeal. — Letter from the Maywoon to the Governor 
General. — Take leave. — Embark on board the Sea-Horse — Voyage to 
Bengal. — Conclusion. 

i 

The Maywoon of Pegue arrived at Rangoon a few hours after we had 
landed. I paid him a visit on the following morning, and apprized him 

y 

of my intention to sail for Bengal in a few days, when he politely said that 
he would continue af R^figoon until we departed. He infoimed me that 
the orders for carrying into effect the late regulations, would be publicly 
read and legistered at the Rhoom on the following day ; and he invited me 
to send a confidential person to be present at the ceremony ; adding that 
the records were always open to public inspection, and that whoever 
chose, might at any time procure a copy, by paying a trifling fee to the 
officer of the court. 

It may not be improper in this stage of my narrative to offer a few 
observations on the relative connection that subsists between the British 
possessions in India, and the Binnan empire point out the commer- 
cial objects that>render the intercom se desirable, and the political necessity 
there is for our preserving such a degree of national influence with that 
government, as may enable us hereafter to counteract any attempts to 



456 


embassy to ava 


cfiminish our weight, or to erect an alien power that might eventually 
injure our mterests, and even one day nval our authonty The propnety 
of discussing a subject of so much moment, naturally suggests itself , but 
a moment s reflection serves to conVmce that it ought not to be passed 
over m silence It is too true, that the importanceof the objects is hidden 
only frop ourse'lves T^hose against whom it u most incumbent on us to 
guard, are well apprised of their extent and magnitude , but even were it 
otiienvbe, the secunty which is to arise finm the suppression of points of 
general knowledge, is Tallaaous and without dignity Prudence requires 
that the transactions of a cabmet should not be divulged, but that policy 
must be very short sighted which attempts to conceal lium the world what 
every person may discoverj the bounties of providence, the products, 

, and local advantages of a pvat empire. 

British India is more deeply concerned m her conlmercfc and cdnliection 
b that part of ihfc Bifman empire, called PegBe,<ftian man) 'persons, ib 
respects 'mtimately versed m the afiiurs'ofilnclia.tsdem'to bfe aWare 
I nis interest points to three ddtinct objects , fir^t,"to secure Irom that quar- 
regular supphes of timber for ship building, withbut btlfaith -the iBntish 
of India could exist but on 'a very contracted scale , secoaSly-, to 
oduce into that country, as much of* our manufactures as its 'con 
may require, and to endeavour to find a mart to 'the south wdst 
ofChma, by means of the.great'nver offAya , thirdly, to guard 
vigilance agamst eVety encroachmenti or advance, winch inay be 
by foreign natlons'iVA.^ivert the trade Into other ehaimels, and obtain 
permanent settlement in a Country so iconUguous to qhoicapital of our 
This last consideration Isupertedes 'all .plhers m the mag- 
•'<' of the consequences that might adtunately result ffom it 
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It is impossible to impress my reader by any stronger proof with the 
vast importance of thePegue tiacie than biiefly to state, that adurable ye«- 
sel* of burthen cannot be built in the river of Bengal, except by the aid 
of teak plank, which is proem able’ from Pegue alone; apd that if the 
timber trade with ^hat country should by any act of power be wrested 

I 

fi'om us, il it should be dost by misfoitune, or forfeited through miscon- 
duct, the marine of Calcutta, which of late years has proved a sgurce 
of unexampled prospeiity to our principal settlement +, essentially bene- 
fited the paient country, and given honourable' affluence to individuals, 

* Ships have been constructed of saul wood, and of other indigenous timber of Bengal, but 

j 

on trial they were not found to be serviceable ' 

t The following remarkable instance of public spirit, will evince the advantages that have 
already been derived by the parent country from the marine of India, and the benefit that may 
in future be expected 

In thp year 1794, when'^tfc» 4 i 3 rrors of impending famine aggravated the miseries of war, 
the Secret Committee of the Court of Directors, at the recommendation of his Majesty’s mini- 
sters, transmitted by express to Lord Teignmouth, then Governor General of India, intelli- 
gence of the calamity that threatened Great Britain, and desiring whatever aid the Government 
of Indi^ could supply. On receipt of the dispatch, the Governor General, with that prompti- 
tude ana’ energy, which distinguished his admmistration, exerted the influence of government 
with such effect, that 1400P tons of shipping,, almost entirely India built, were freighted to 
carry rice to England, and were loaden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in less than five 
months from the date of the arrival of the letter. This supply, with the exception of the casualties 
of the sea, arrived most opportunely for the relief of the poor of London, and reduced the price of 
that excellent article of food to three halfpence a pound. So extraordinary an exertion is 
heither so widely known, nor so justly appreciated, as it^jJJ^T^ts. It is a circumstance which 
reflects the highest credit on all the parties concerned, and deserves to be recorded in order to 
declare to posterity the vast resources of Great Britain, which was enabled to draw seasonable 
supplies of provision for the relief of the metropolis, from colonies situated at the distance of 
nearly two thirds of the equatorial circumference of th<? globe. 

3 N 
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must be reduced nearly to annihilation, without the possibility of our being 
able to find any adequate substitute for the material of which we should 
be depnved Witlim the last six yqars, some of the finest merchant ships, 
ever seen in the river Thames, have arrived from Calcutta*, where they 
were budt of teak timber, and, afte» delivering valuable cargoes in 
London„were usefully employed in the service of the state nor would 
the destruction of the Pegue trade be confined solely, in its effects, to Ben- 
gal thtf other settlements would sensibly share in the loss Madras is sup- 
phed from Rangoon, with timber for all the common purposes of dpmestic 
use, and even Bombay, although the coast of Malabar is its prmapal 
storehouse, finds it worth while, annually to import a large quantity of 
planks Com Pegue 

But whilst It IS advantageous to us, to promote the exportation ol timber 
from the mantime towns of Pegue, it is as manifestly our interest to dis 
courage the building of ships in the Rangoon nysrt'ifhere the construction 
IS facilitated by local advantages, equal to those of any port in the world, 
and superior to most The progress made in this artt-, by the Birmans, 
has of late years been rapid, and increases m proportion as foreigners can 
place confidence in the Birman government When merchants find that 
they can build, rvith security in the Rangoon river, for one tlurd less 
cost than in the Ganges, and for nearly half of what they can at Bombay, 

• The CuTcra and the Gabnel, boUt at Calcutta of Pegue timber, are now In the nrcr, and 
exhibit DO contemptible rpeclmcni of thp naval architecture of Indu The port of Calcutta 
can fumUh 40,000 toni of xhipptflgj • 

t The Superb, a very fine ihip, which was on the stocks when I wes at Rangoon, has 
lately delivered a valuable cargo in the river nTbames , the l^urestone also, a vessel of con« 
sidcrable totcc which, I bchcv“c, was taken into the French line during the last war, was 
rtuutructeJ at the iimc port 
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few will hesitate in their choice of a place. It is said, that the ships of Pegae 
are not so firmly constructed^ as those built in our ports, and in general 
this assertion is true ; but the defect does not arise from the want of mate- 

i 

rials, but because the owners were speculative adventurers, without suffi- 

* 

" cient funds to defra^y the charges, of labour and of iron, in which material, 
Pegue ships have, by fatal expeiience, been found deficient. The ship- 
wiights, however, are as expert as any workmen of the East, and their mo- 
dels, which are all from France, are excellent ; the detriment, therefiire, that 
arises to us, from the construction of ships at Rangoon, is not less evident 
than the benefit that we dei ive, fi om importing the unmanufactured materiaL 
,The Birmans, sagaciously knowing their own interest, set us an example 
of policy, by i emitting all duty on cordage, canvas, and wrought iron, 
provided these articles are, bona fide^ brought for the equipment of a new 

i > 

vessel ; the port charges also are not exacted from a new ship, on leaving 
the river to proceed first voyage A conduct on their part so wise, 
suggests to us the expediency of adopting some measures for our own in- 
terest; an alien duty, or a modified disqualification, would probably, like 
the acts of parliament in aid of Biitish navigation, prove the most effec- 
tuahremedy. Trade cannot be prosecuted in the Indian seas to any extent, 
except with British ports ; many objections, it is true, may be made to 
such a proposition, but the good lesultmg to us, would be immediate and 
certain, whilst the ill consequences, if any there be, aie equivocal and 
remote. ^ 

, But il we are called upon by our interes^n a commercial point of 
view, to checl^ the growth of ship building at > Rangoon, how much more 
important is the subject when seen m a political light ^ It is a fact, which 
appears to merit some consideration, and is peihaps not generally adverted 
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to, that in a very few years, and at a small comparative expence, a for- 
midable navy may rise on the hauls of the Irrawaddy, from the forests of 
Pegue It IS probably not tnoivn, jhal artificers * are educating by our 
enemies for that express purpose, whilst we encourage their progress in the 
science, by enabling them to derive benefit, and acquire expenence at the 
same time National security, therefore, as syell as mercantile advan 
tage, strongly urge a vigilant attention to a quarter, whence the means of 
injury tfl ourselves, may so abundantly be drawn 

The imports mto Rangoon from the British settlements, in the year 
1794 5, amounted, I was informed, to more than twelve lacks of rupees, 
about 135,000 sterlmg, these consisted chieBy of coarse piece goods, 
glass, hardivare, and broad cloth The demand for the last article, m the 
year 1795, ivas considerable, returns were jnade almost wholly m timber 
A few unimportant commodifies are annually carried from Pegue to the 
coast of Pedier and the Pnnce of Wales s Island, 'lo^ life China market The 
timber trade, though attended with a certam advantage to 'the earner, yet 
not producing such large profits, as a more hazardous venture to the 
eastern straits, to Chma, and the Malay coast, is seldom prosecuted by 
merchants of the highest commercial credit, who aun at making a fortune 
by the success of a single voyage, for winch the ship is usually freighted 
with tliat valuable and alluring drug opium, so eagerly sought after by 
the Chinese, yet so stnctly prohibited by their government Owing to 
this enterpnzmg spirit among merchants in India, a ship is seldom sent to 
carry wood, except whetrtlie owners have not funds to provide a more 
valuable cargo , and this inability frequently extends everuto the means of 

• The French hare long mainiatncU an agent at Rangoon, and arc thoroughly aci^ualotcd 
rrlth the adraniagea which the country of Pegue oSTcrs. 
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defraying the expence of a Jading of timber • hence the master of a vessel 
often finds himself embarrassed wlien on the eve of depai'ture, and the 

vessel is sometimes detained by legal demands wfiich he cannot discharge. 

• * 

Difficulty produces contention, and provokes bitter and generally ground- 
less invectives agakist the laws of thh country^ which, though oppiessive 
to the subject, aie ceitainly lenient to foreigners. 

Timber for maiitime pui poses is the only article the Biiman em- 
pire pioduces, of which we stand in indispensable need, and^to pio- 
mote or encourage the cultuie and expoitation of those commodities, 
which foim the valuable staples of British India, almost all of which 
^he kingdom of Ava is capable of yielding, would operate to the mani- 
fest injury of oui own provinces. We lequire and should seek for 
nothing more than a mart for our manufactured goods, and, in return, 
to bring back their unwi ought materials; interference in any other shape 
aplpears to be impoli'ti^> j;ncf likely, in the end, to prove prejudicial to 
ourselves. 

The maritime ports of this great empire are commodious for shipping, 
and better situated for Indian commerce, than those of any other powei. 
Gieat Piitain possesses the western side of what is called the Bay of 
Bengal ; the government of Ava, the eastern ; which is far superior to 
the former m the facilities it affords tp navigation. From the mouth of 
the Ganges to cape Comorin, the whole range of our continerital territoiy, 
there is not a single harbour capable of affording shelter to a vessel of 
^ve bundled tons burthen ; it is an unbroken line of exposed shore where 
ships must ride^ in open roads: but Ava comprehends within her extent' 
of coast, three excellent ports ; Negrais, the most secure harbour in the 
bay ; Rangoon and Mergui, each of these is equally convenient and much 
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more accessible than the nver of Bengal, which is the only port within 
the bay, in our possession 

The entrance into the- nver of Bengal, presents as intncate and dan 

• f 

gerous a channel, as any that is knoivn , and duhng three months of the 
year, a ship, in leavmg the Ganges,‘mci4rs considerable hazard from bemg 
obhged to beat against a foul wmd, in shoal water, among surrounding 
sands , but from the harbour of Negrais, a ship launches at once uito the 
open bey, and may worL to the southward without any other impedi 
ment, than what tht^ monsoon opposes Rangoon, at that particular sea- 
son, IS more penlous than Negrais, especially to vessels bound from the 
straits of Malacca, Pulo Penang, and other eastern ports , these, if not wejl 
acquainted with the violent current settmg at that period to the eastward, 
are liable to be deceived in their recLomng, and, imagining themselvps 
to be farther west than they really are, sometimes stand too much to L&e 

C 

northward, till they get entangled among the Mitfids of what is called the 
bay of Martaban, whence a retreat is very diEBcult, and where the tide 
flows with such impetuosity, and nses so high, that anchors are useless, 
and retard, but for a very short period, the impending fate Ships saihng 
from the westivard, by making cape Negiais, and Leepmg within ,sight of 
the coast, until they come near the bar of Rangoon, a\ oid tliose dangers , 
at every other season Rangoon may be approached, and left with perfect 
secunt) , the bar is narrow, and contains depth of water, at three quarters 
flood, sufficient for vessels of any burthen The channel of th? nver is unim- 
peded, carrying from six to eight fathoms, as high as the town of Rangooq 
Blessed with so extraordinary a coincidence of advantages, ansing from 
situation, extent, produce, and chmate, the kmgdom of Asa, or more 
properly the Birman empire, is among eastern nations, second in import- 
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ancc to China alone, whilst, fiom its contiguity to British India, it be-’ 
comes to us, of much gi eater consequence. We can have no reason, in 
the present piospeious state of our affaiis, to diead the hostilities of all 
the native poweis of India combined. Our heieditaiy foe is destioyed, 
and there lemains no other, who btiais towaids us any fixed or looted en- 
mity , the Biinrans ceilainly do not, but however lavourable their .natural 
disposition may be, that chaiacteiistic piide and unbounded ariogance, 
which govern iheii conduct towaids other slates, may lead them ?o offer 
indignity, which we cannot avoid resenting, and to commit acts of ag- 
gression, as in the alfair at Chittagong, which we shall be obliged to repel. 
Sfich necessity is sinceicly to be depiccated: steadiness and tempei in 
our negociations, and a leasonable allowance for their mistaken pim- 
ciples, will go far, to aveit the ill consequences that might arise from their 
haughty and weak assumptiori. We cannot expect fiom a pioud and vic- 
toilous people, impiessed with an extravagant opinion of their own power, 
that rcveicncc, which the states of India have been taught to feel for our 
established chaiactcr. The piincipal nations to the east of Bengal aie to be 
considered by themselves as a kind of body politic, wholly distinct from 
all others; and, inlact, China, A va, andthe countiies south of them, com- 
pose a body, in extent and number of inhabitants, more than equal to all 
Europe. These nations are connected by a striking similarity of manners 
and political maxims, to which, as they cannot be suddenly changed, we 
ought to assimilate, in our intercourse with their governments, as fai as the 
cTignity of our own will permit. To pieserv^e a conespondence and a 
good undeistanclmg with the court of Ava, is essentially expedient for 
our own prospeiity ; but, for the reasons already stated, that connection 
should not be too intimate. A limited trade and a pieponderating influ- 
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ence, sufficient to counteract the machinations of our enemies, are the 
utmost lengths that we should go , by not interfenng farther, the Birmans | 
iviU be convinced of the moderation and justice of our prmciples, and 
l»am iiom them to repel the insidious advances of any other power, made 

‘ C 

with a latent view to undermine their ‘dommion, and ultimately to ivrest 
their country from them It is our mterest to mamtam their independence, 
and to guard it finm foreign encroachment, whilst a knowledge of this 
truth cannot fail, m the end, to umte the Birman goiernment to ours, in 
bonds of reciprocal amity and confidence 

Dunng the few days that we contmued at Rangoon, I had the pleasure 
to mterchange many reciprocal marls of civility with the Maywoon, Who 
paid me a visit on board the Sea Horse, after which we rowed m his 
war boat to a very fine ship belongmg to him, which had recently 
been built, and, he assured me, was entiirl^ the worlmanship of native 
artificers 

Wlulst we remained here, Doctor Buchanan, accompanied by one of 
the officers of the Sea Horse, made an excursion on horseback a few miles 
off, to view a village mhabited by Cananers, the simple rural race of 
people, of whom mention has already been made* Passing by the great 
temple of Shoedagoung, they proceeded along an mdifferent road, about 
three miles, till they arrived at one of the villages which the> sought it 
contained not more than ten or a dozen houses raised on posts, and dis 
posed in such ^a manner as to inclose a square yard, in which were a 
number of bullaloes The bead man was gone to a distant viUage, But 
one of the inhabitants invited the strangers to enterTus dwelhng, and 
hospiubly offered what his house afforded The visitants ascended a 


• See page 207 
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nariow ladder about twelve feet high into a soit of barn, divided into tw( 
by a mat paitition ; the Eoor was of rough boards, the sides of mats, anc 
a roof,jComposed of bamboos, was covered with thatch; atnight they drav 
up the ladder, and, closing the door, sleep secure from the. assaults o 
wild beasts, or the depredations of thieves. Seven or eight men, as man) 
women, and several childien, constituted a numerous family; they seemec 
a healthy and vigorous race of people, and were of a fairer complexioi 

than the generality of southern Birmans ; some of the women wore rid 

> 

strings of coral round their necks, and were even adorned with ornament! 
of gold and silver; they speak a dialect peculiar to themselves, but thei: 
kanguage is ladically the same as the Birman. Theie are both Pegue anc 
Birman Carianers, who differ in the same degree as the nations to whid 
^hey are attached ; they complain of being oppressed by the Birmans, bui 
their appeal ance did not indicate severe oppression, and they have a ceitair 
sale for whatever their industry can raise. Doctor Buchanan saw seve- 
ral Birmans on the road, carrying baskets ; some going for the produce oi 
their gardens, otheis returning with burthens of fruit and vegetables. The 
life these people lead, is truly pastoral ; they have no other business or 
object ‘except that of cultivating the soil, and tending their flocks; 
their religion is the worship of Gaudma, but in these rites they do not 
join with the same feivour that animates the Birmans; they rather seem 
to acquiesce in the doctrines of their conquerors?, which they do not even 
piofess to understand, o 

^ Dr. Buchanan interrogated one of the meji, who admitted their want 
of knowledge, and assigned as the reason, that God once wrote his laws 
and commands on the skin of a buSalo, and called upon all nations of the 
earth to come and take a copy ; a summons which alL obeyed, except 

3 O 
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the Cananers, who had not leisure, being occupied m the business of hus- 
bandry , and that in consequence of this neglect, they remained ever smce 
in a state of ignorance, without any other cares, than those which related to 
then- pastoral employment Ongomgaway, Dr Buchanan offered them a few 
pieces of silver, which so excited their surprise, being quite unaccustomed to 
suchactsKifhberahty, that they hesitated to receive the money, and seemed 
at a loss to what motive, to ascnbe his bounty After looLing at one another, 
and talldng for a mmute or two, with much earnestness, the women, on a 
sudden, as if bis design had just been discovered, aU ran away laughmg, 
wlulst the men sullenly dechned the gift, in fact, they concluded that the 
Doctor wanted to purchase the favours of one of their females, having no> 
notion of a disinterested donation The ladies however did not wait to 
ascertain for whom the golden apple was designed, and it was in vam ho^ 
tried to convmce the men that their suspicions were ill founded. These poor 
people entertain a delicacy in regard to womenTivfucli them more enlight- 
ened conquerors do not feel To prove, however, the punty of his inten- 
tions, the Doctor left the money on the floor when he departed The 
gentlemen returned by the same road, and in their way, e^tammed a mmeral 
spring, in the neighbourhood of the great Pagoda 

I had an opportumty at Rangoon, of observing that the Birmans of 
distinction played at chess, a circumstance which, Cmm our secluded situ- 
ation at the capital, had escaped my notice This game is held m high 
estimation among the superior nmlj the board they use is exactly similar 
to ours, contammg 64 square^, and their number of troops the same, 16 on* 
each side, but the names, the power and disposal of them differ essentially 
the Ling and his minister (a queen is never introduced by tlie Orientals) 
arc mounted on elephants , these are defended by two castles or yettay. 
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two knights on horseback, Mene, two officers on foot, one called Meeih 
the other Chekey, and eight Maundelay or foot soldiers ; the forces of eacl 
pai ty are arranged on three lines, by„ which eight squares remain unoccu 
pied ; none of the pieces possess equal force with our queen ; and thi 
restricted operation, renders the Birman mode of playing more complex 
and difficult than ours. The Birmans affirm that it is a game of Jiigh anti 
quity, and that it is acknowledged and authorized by their sacred writings 
although every play of chance is prohibited. This testimony confirms' 
the opinion of the late Sir William Jones, that chess was invented in India 
and is not, as genei ally imagined, of Persian origin : the Birmans call i 
i^lhedreen, a word that beais some resemblance to the name which is givei 
to the game, in most other parts of the woild. 

^ During the time that the English deputation was at Ummeiapoora 
Captain Thomas witnessed at Rangoon, a remarkable instance of a tiial b) 
the ordeal of water, ‘die^ircumstances of which he thus related to me 
Two women of the middling class litigated ^a small pioperty befoie tffi 
court of justice, and as the judges found great difficulty in deciding th< 
question of right,, it was at length agreed, by mutual consent, to put th( 
,mat?er.to the issue of an ordeal. The parties, attended by the officers o 
the court, several Rhahaans, or priests, and a vast corrcourse of people 
repaired to a tank or pond, in the vicinity of the town. After praying tc 
the Rhahaans for some time, and performing certain purificatory ceremo- 
nials, the litigants enteied the pond, and waded in it, tilj the water leached 
itheir breasts ; they were accompanied by two or three men, one of whom 
placing the women close to each other, and putting a board on their heads, 

* See a paper on the Indian game of Chess by the President of the Asiatic Society, in the 
ad vol. of Asiatic Researches. 
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a signal given, pressed upon the board tdJ he immersed them both at 
the same instant They remained out of sight about a minute and a 
half, when one of them, nearly suHbcated, raised her head, whilst the 
other continued to sit upon her hams at the bottom, but was immediately 
lifted up by the men , after which an officer of the court solemnly pro 
nounceijudgment in her favour, and of the justice of this decision none 
of the bye standees appeared to entertam the smallest doubt, firorn the 
infallibBity of the proof which had been given 

The tnal by ordeal, in all coimtnes where the Hindoo religion prevails, 
IS as ancient as their records The late Ah Ibrahim Khan, native chief 
magistrate of Benares, has commumcated, m a very cunous paper*, the 
modes by which this appeal to the Deity is made, as they are desenbed 
in the Metaschera, or comment on the Dherma Sastra, in the chapter otf 
oaths the Birmans being governed by the same authonty, observe nearly 
similar forms, but as knowledge increases, and fKnlond become more 
enbghtened, these absurd practices lose ground, and have of late years 
been discountenanced, by the judicial courts both of India and of Ava 

Previous to our departure, theMayivoon of Pegue dehvered to my care a 
letter addressed to the Governor General of India, couched in veryfnehdly 
terms, but dictated in the usual style of turgid extravagance, he enume 
rated in it the concessions granted m favour of English commerce, and 
expressed a determination to execute his part with punctuality and atten 
tion His Birman Majesty has long entertamed a desire to procure an 
English carnage, with the 4istinctions of Birman royalty attached to it^ 

* Thil paper was presented to the A^atlc Society by Warren Hastings, Esq Sec ** On 

the triaJ by ordeal among the Hindoos,' Asiatic Researches, vol I 
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in this letter the Maywoon made a lequest that such a one might be sent ; 
and in older to direct the artist, I was furnished with a very intelligible 
and wqll executed drawing'^ peifoimed at Ummerapoora, by the King’s 
painter. It displayed the carriage and body of an English crane-necked 
chai'iotj gilded all over: from thfe top of the body,- there lose a regal 
spire, or piasath, in separate stages, bearing a miniature lesembJance to 
those which ornamented the palace and royal barge; four lions in a 
crouching attitude, guarded the carriage, two on the fore part, ahd two 
behind, and a bird, designed, I imagine, to represent the Henza, or tutelary 
goose, was placed in front with expanded wings. The Maywoon’s letter, 
however, contained a requisition of yet greater importance, that was, to 
obtain materials for the establishment of a mint, a design which, if carried 
ir>to effect +, must considerably promote the prosperity of the country, as 
the necessity of weighing lumps of lead and silver, and ascertaining the 
purity, operate as a sensible impediment to commerce. 

On the :26th of November, the day preceding that of our embarkation, 

I 

I waited on the Maywoon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the deputa- 
tion and Captain Thomas, to take our final leave. I had occasion to feel 

I , 

«> 

* The European part of this drawing was made from an old carriage, which had been intro- 
duced into the Ava country, several years before. The Governor General complied with both 
the requests contained in the Maywoon’s letter, and in the following year, sent a very superb 
chariot to his Birman Majesty, constructed according to the representation • the top of the 
spire, notwithstanding the body hung very low, was 1 8 feet from ^ the ground; it was 

r» 

extremely rich and well executed. > 

t t 

t It is surprising that the Chinese have no national coin, at the port of Canton, dollars in 
some measure supply the deficiency, but in the interior of the kingdom, the inconvenience must 
be generally felt. 
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myself mdividually obliged to him for his personal attention*, whilst his 
mdd administration and pleasmg manners had acquired my esteem 
he IS umversally acknowledged ta be a good man, and seems^ highly 
to deserve that reputation I had opportunities of witnessmg several 
instances of his benevolence and humanity, and, although his authonty 
withm bis own jurisdiction is absolute, I never heard him accused of 
an abuse of his power, or of a smgle act of oppression or mjustice 
Such iL character m a country, whwe the most rigorous and often 
barbarous despotism prevads, is enUtled to particular encomium We 
parted with mutual, and, I am mclmed to believe, not insmcere, profes- 


sions of permanent good will ^ 

On the morning of the 27 th, we breakfasted on board the Sea Hors^, 
most of the attendants with our heavy baggage had embarked on life 


preceding day, and at ten o dock we weighed anchor It had previously 
been agreed that the Company s ship should stdul? the Birman flag with 


eleven guns, which were to be answered by an equal number from the 


battery on shore Captain Thomas performed his part of the agreement. 


but the battery, which was very slow in acknowledging the compliment, 
relumed only seven This apparent mark of disrespect, which cotdd hot be 
attributed to ignorance, 1 conceived ratlier to originate in the person who 
had charge of the battery, and who might think to recommend himself 
b) It, than from any higher authont) , it was, hoivever, such an ostensible 
and public slight, to the Company s colours, that I judged it expedient to 
ivnle a note to the May woon, to acquamt him of the fact 

AVc dropped down with the ebb as far as the Chokey, or watch station, 
from whence the custom house officer had visited the Sea Horse, on her first 
amval In passing the mouth of the Peguc nver we ohserved, tliat at the 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 471 

entrance, it was nearly as wide as the great river; but that breadth sooit 
diminishes to a very contacted space- seveial large creeks branched off 
both to the right and the left, which the pilot said were navigable to a con- 
siderable distance by boats of heavy bur, then. In the evening we again 
weighed, and .crossed the bar at midnight ; early next morning we saw the 
landmark called the Elephant, and favoured by the ebb, passed the 
China Bakir river. The wind not being strong enough, when the tide 
turned, to enable us to stem the flood, we again came to anchor, being in 
company 'with a ship named the Hope, bound also to Calcutta. On the fol- 
lowing morning, we stood to the southward on the first of the ebbj which 
b®re us along with it against an unfavourable breeze. On the 30th, we made 
. D^mond Island and Cape Negrais, and next day at an early hour passed 
a«hip standing towards Rangoon, which appeared to have suffered severely 
from a recent storm, having lost her main-top and foie-top-gallant masts; 
the wind was at this frfhe *north-north-west, and a heavy swell fiom the 
same quarter, indicated that there had lately been a hard gale, a veiy 
unusual circumstance at that season of the year. 

Keeping within a few leagues of the coast, we continued to beat against 
a foul* wind, until the 9th of December, when we made Cheduba, a fertile 
island belonging to the Birman government : the channel between this 
island and the main, is annuajly navigated by large trading boats, but it 
does not afford a safe passage for shipping. The length of the island 
we judged to be about 45 miles; it yields abundance of rice, and is 
governed by a Chekey or Lieutenant, who is subject to the Maywoon of 
Arracan. Having now the benefit of legular land and sea bieezes, we were 
enabled to make some piogiess to the noithward. On the moining of the 
11th, we saw what are called the Bioken Islands^ on the coast of Arracan, 
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which are for the most part a barren assemblage of rocky eminences, 
afibrdmg shelter only to pirates apd thieves On the tgth and ISth, we 
experienced much mconvenience, the wmd, which was directly against us, 
blowing with such violence that the ship laboured greatly, and our fore top- 
sail was tom from the yard On the 14tii, the weather moderated, and the 
wind vefirmg a httle to the eastward, we had the good fortune on the 16th 
to discover a pilot schooner at anchor, between the eastern and western reels 
near tlfc mouth of the Ganges neap tides prevailing, our passage up the 
nver was tedious, and the wind commg mvanably from the northern 
quarter, rendered it hazardous to proceed by night Qn the S2d, we 
reached Budge Budge, where I found a pulwar* waitmg, which my fnend. 
Captain Sandys, as soon as he heard of the amval of the Sea Horse, h^d 

dispatched to meet me , at this place 1 quitted the ship, and m two hourt 

* 

reached Calcutta, afrer an eventfiil absence often months 

- 

* A commodioni kind of boat used in dio river Gauge*. 
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“The Plants y of which the following descriptions and figures are given, have been selta 
by the President of the Royal Society, as the most rare and curious amon^ 
copious and valuable collection made iy^J^ocTOR Buchanan, who transmitted 
the Court ^Directors an hortus siccus in excellent preservation, together w\ 
delineations of each plant, executed on the spot. 


THALIA CANN^FORMIS. , ' . - 

Forst. prodr. 11 . 3. Linn. spec, plant, edit. Willdenow, \. p, I 6.^ 

Thayng payng Birm. , 

Habitat in sylvis, pr2esertimhumidionbus,Vn Insults AndamannicisVJ^angoo] 

III. IV. \ . , ’ . \ ' 

‘ , . ' ' ' > 

Culmus solidus, teres, glaber, ramosus. Rami geniculati, divaiicati,' ’ - ^ 
p'oha caulina, alterna, patentia, petiolata, ovalia, integeirima/ glabra ;“«ner\ 
plurimis lateralibus, adscendentibus, parallelis. 

Petiolus geniculo instructus, supeine teres, inferne- membranaceus, vaginal] 
^ amplexicaulis, ramulo oppositus. Stipula solitaria, petiolo opposita, saej 
vaginarumlongitudine, subulata, dorso canaliculata ; interdum edam adsui 
stipulae sparsas, inS'afdliacese. 

Panicula pendula, oppositifblia. Rachis flexuosa, articulata, compressa : articuli 
apice glumiferis. Glumes bivalves, biflorae, persistentes, pedunculum invo] 
ventes : valvula inferiore longitudine pedunculi, duriore, superiorem tenu 
iprem, coloratam amplexa, Pedunailus coloi'atus, clavatus, bifidus, carnosus 
“ Flores albi,v solitarii, apicibus pedicelli lusidentes ; singuli rudimentun 
alterius ad basin habent. 

Perianthiuin proprium tripartituni, superum, brevissimum, coloiatum ; lacinii 
creeds, acuminads. 

Corolla monopetala, irregularis. Tubus trigonus. Limbus duplex . Laciniae tres 
exteriores asquales, lanceolatae, patentes, acuminatae, undplatae; Lacimanin] 
j interiorum duse latiores, patentes; teitia bievis, cucullata, genitalia tegens. 
Filamentum petaloideum, bipartitum • laciniis falcatis. Anthcra unica, clavata, 
margin! laciniae dextiae filamend adnata. 

Germen infeium, parvum. Stylus cylmdraceus, longitudine filamenti, tubo corollac 
ad basin adnatus, apice incurvus, liber. Stigma concavum. 

n 
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DESCRIPT^ION-OP PLANlS 


GARDENIA, CO^ONARIA 

f 

Yacng-gap Birnu 

Hahtat m vias rt hortis ‘ Rangoojf li III — 


Ram spam, fohati, bcvts, annulafj internodus superne Incrasaatia 
Faba ramulomm opposita, approifinata patcntu, pebolata, ovalia, apicem venui 
plerumqae lauota, integemma, acuminata, utnnquc' mtida , jumora gum- 
moso-viscida. Ptiwlui brevissimus, scmilera, aupraiconvcnis, erectm^. 
scabnusculus 

tJiyWirmtrafbliaceaB, vagiQanlet,erccta:,longitudine pettolorum, apicifauj scanoau. 
Firra ^jcdhiei, sessiles, solitaru, folia longiorcs, flavi, patentes , 

Cafyx monophyllus, ercctus, pentagonus, hinc dcbiscens, apice obtnsns > 

Corolla hypocratenformii Tuhis cylindraoeus, calyei. muliq loDg;or, gummoso- 
■niadus Faia nuda Ltndau qumque-seu sex partitiu laciniia ovalitua, 
obtusis, supra vtnosis, obbquis, margine extenore-rectiore. 

FUammta muUa Artlherx quinque, Imeanca, apicL tub! adnata:, 

Gcrmca tuibinatum, inferum, pentagonum, biloculare,' polyspennum 
Stilus fiyhndraceui, lougitudme tubi, xpice dilatatui, compressus. Sftgma maigini 
apicis styli adnatum, sulco longitudmati contorto g ummifbm exiratum 
Drupa oblonga, umbibcata, quinque-cannata “v 

JYiut ovalis, sub-biloculans, puJpa repleta iSOTutaplura,ovata, plana, mdulanha 
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PONTEDERIA DILATATA. 

) 

} 

Ka-dauk kyee Birm. 

Hahilat in aquosis . Rangoon. V. , 

Stiuctuia P(nUeiU)ta vaginali L. simillima, scd raultoties major. 

Folia ovata, profunde coidata, angulis.posteiiorioribus oblongi’s, ob 

divergentibus; Pelioll dehiscentia spathseformis, ovata, magnitudine o\ 
gallinacei. 

Flojes coerulei, coiymbosi, quibus pisecipue difiert a Pontederia bastata L. 

Sjjatha multiflora, oblonga, monophylla, latere interiore dehiscens, petioli debis 
centise opppsita. 

Pelala sex, sessilia, carinata, duplici seiie posita : tna interiora, obovata, obtusaj 
supremo erecto; inferiprlbus patulis ; tria exterioralanceolata, acuta, patentia. 

FilanwUasQXf subulata, petalis ipserta, usque dimidio bi eviora . quinque superiora 
adscendentia ; sextum erectum, ad latus dextrum deflexum. Ani/ierce]ined.reSf 
bisulccc, quinque declinatas fertiles ad apicem debiscentesj sexta inferior 
‘ major, sterilis,' diversi colons. 

Germh superum, ovatum, tiigonum. Stylus cybndraceus, longitudine staminum, 
inciir^s,' ad latus sinistrum deflexus. Stigma obtusum, compressum. 

Capsida ojhz, acuminata, triloculaiis, trivalvis, tecta carinis petalorum persist- 
eritibus,, codfoytis^. 

Semina pluriraaj receptaculo commdni aflSxa. 
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BAUHINIA DIPHYLLA 


Pa lam Birm 

JJabilat in lylvia Maaday 6 


§ 


VI 


Caulu fhlticosuB, jcandenj, ramosus, glater Ram fnicLftn craaai, teretca, 
ibliosi, stenlij tetragom, qu^lnsulci 

Folia alterna, petiolata, conjugata Foltola subremlbrmia, obtusa, integemma, 
glabra Peliolus longitudine fere Ibborum, tcrej, utnnque mcrasatm, apicc 
aubtus mucronatus 

SUpdtt DuUa:, nwi tubcrculum ad bajtn peliob utnnque 

CirrAus lateralu, umpla, compreaius, acuminatus, revolutus, iblio brevior 

Aculcus refleiui, apici peQoli inter folia iiuideni 

Raaoius tertmnalia, •implex, erectm, aubangulaUu flotts ipagm ante florejcentiam 
recurvi "pqbere* erecti, sparsi, sobtaru, pedicellati Pedialb compreasi, 
longitudine fere flons, crasji, baai squamula acuminata, versus apicem 
cirrhulo notati Petala albida, vucida Putillum castaneum 
Caljx perustens, monophyllus, quinque fidiu, craasus, basi turbmatus laoniii 
longu, lanceolatu, revolutu, post florescentiam contortis 
Ptlala quinque, aqualia, longitudine calycu, lanceolata, erecUuscuIa, uiiguiculata, 
apia tubi calycia inserla 

Filamtnla decern, erecta, aubulata, longitudine fere corolbe, apia tube corolla: 

iiuerta. Anthera lineares, lucumbentes, bilocularei, supra sulcata: 

Germai superuni, pediccUatum, comprcssum, Imeare, utnnque acununatuin 
brevis, teles, longitudine stanunum Sltgaia obtusum 
Legtmea maturum non vidi ‘ 
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SONNERATIA APETALA. 

Kam-ba-la Binii, 

Hahiiat in ripis humidis, inundatis, maritimis. Rangoon. ^ . V. 


pulcheiiima, facie Salicis babylonicae, sed elatior. Rami sparsi, penduli, 
teietes, glabri. Ramidi oppositi, divaricati, subbracbiati, glabri, fibfonnes, 
Folia ramulorum pauca, opposita, petiolata, ovato-lanceolata, margine alterc 
magis gibbo, integerrima, saspius obtusa, fenervia, avenia, plana, subcamosa. 
Petiolus linearis, depressus, margine utrinque- acutus, brevis, obliquus, 
D glaber. 

Floret pedunculati, cerniii, virescentes, glabri, magnitudine nucis moscbatae,' axil- 
lares subsolitaiii ; tenninales subtemi. Stamina alba. Peduncuh foliis 
j dimidio breviores, penduli, uniflori, glabri, albidi, apicem versus incrassati, 
aiticulati, angulati- ^ 

Calyx monophyllus, coriaceus, ciassus, camp^nulatus, ultra medium quadrifidus: 

laciruis ovatis, patuKs, acutis. 

Corolla nulla. 

Kectarium . membiana crassa, fundo calycis adnata, margine integro, staminifero, 
ijltra calycis divisurara producto. 

Filanwiia plurima, bnearia, ad basin erecta, superius incurva, longitudine calycis, 
apici nectarii multiplici serie insidentia. Anthera parvae, erectae, cordatae. 
Geirmrh superum, turbinatum, Slylusitxt^^ staminibus longior, flexuosus. Stigma 
maximum, supra convexum, subtus concavum, pileiforme. 

Pomum orbiculatum, depressum, ad’basin calyce patente cinctum, octo-loculare, 
stylo persistente mucronatum, 

" Semina plurima angulata, in pulpa nidulantia. ; 
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EPIDENDRUM MOSCHATtJIff 


Thee kuanee Bina 
Habital m aiboiihus. Rangopn V 


Cauits fiuUcoiui, cTMJitie digiti minons, radicans-, acandeus^octo-sulcatuj, vagi/- 
articulatuj, janio»na Ram ^tnictuia caulu^ Ibhati, erectiuscuh, 
orgyalea i , 

Fotia ramea plura, altema, hifanai" patentia, vagmanLia, Lmceolata, integemma, 
obtiua, mada, lubtui fuico maculata, encrvja, vcnis longitudaiiahbus 
parallclu itnata, plana, camosa, intemodiu mullo longiora Vagma adc 
presja:, natx, ore integerrimo “ 

Raeont qppontifolu, aimphcea, lamu fohoaia brevtora Fkrts odoratusunj, flavi, 
macula purpurea m nectano utnnque BracUa stnata ad baaw tinguU 
germmis 

Pilala quinque, patula, venoaa tna extenora lanceolald, obtuaa, duobuJ mlen- 
onbui basi gibbia, coahba , duo iiuenora laUora, Jongiora, ovata. /feclaraait 
apice bicorne, ad basin acuminatum, cannatum, deaincns in lammam 
assurgentem, cucullatam, intus pdosam 

Filamenitm brevisimiam, subulatum.ex parte sumina necfaru posUce inter cpmua 
enatum, umbraculum supra gibbum, subtus Jnibveatum gcrcns AjiDtera 
bins, parva:, in foveii umbriculi nidulantes, cavitati in suprema parte 
nectini msideptes 

Gmnea inferum, longuiimum, teres Stj/ba nuUm Stigma Ibvea subrotunda, 
melliiera, antice inter cornua lupenoia nectqru exaiata, desyiena in canalem 
ad gprmen pen^traatem, a cavitate anthertftra valvtula obtusa separatum 



Agyneja coccinea. 


/ ^ 


Tprlimayng-tsoop ]cyee Binn» 

Habitat in sylvis. Pegu* Tj . IV* • 

Folia esculanta, „ ^ ' , 

Arbuscula ramulisrectis, teietibus/carinatis, e basi pedolorum utiinque decurreni 
patulis, mddis ; tenellis pubescentibus. 

Folia ramea plura, altema, horizontalia, pedolata, lanceolata,dntegerrima, obtus, 
nidda, internodiis multo longiora. tei:es, , gibbus, brevissimu 

assurgens, glaber, ' - _ , ' 

StipidcohiiQ.i'zltSi geminas, caduc$, sessiles, subulatas, erectse; 

J^?(7r^i;^axillare3, parvi, masciili decem sen duodecim, pedunculad, flavi, nutantes 
mixd femincis totidem, sessilibus, , creeds, -viridibus. Pedunculus filiformij 
pedolo longior, pubescens. . ' 

J - V ^ 

Masculi Fj,ores. 

Cal^x sexpaidtus, externe pubesqens : laciniis oblongi^, obtusis : tribus exterioribui 
reflexis, interipribils patentibus.. 

Corolla nulla. 

Anlhera plures, lineares, adnate rudimento pistilli oblongo, acuminato. 

Feminei Flores. 

Ci7^A:,sexpaititus • laciniis subulads, persistentibus, germen arete amplexis. , 

Corolla nuUa. 

Germen magnUm, orbiculatum, depressum. S^lus crassus, brevis, Sti^ia cavura, 
raargine vix sexdentato. ~ , ■''5 

Capsula raagna, oibiculata, depvessa* ' umbilicata, novera-ad dupdqcm-sulcata, 
novem-ad duodecim-locularis : loculis medio dehiscendbus. ^ 

^Semina in singulo loculo duo seu tria, verdcalia, angulata, subpvata,.- apice./ecep- 
taculo central! .. ; , ^ 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLANTS 


HERITIERA FOMES 

Kanatso Birm 

Hahtal in npu a:stu mnndatis Rangoon h IV 

Lignum fbmcs optimua , bona quoque mltencs naupcgxs ct laliru Dgnanis* 

/ 

Arhor ramis erectis, ngidis RanaJi terdcs, sulco obsolcto, ex. latere utroque pe- 
Uolorum decurrente, cinerei, lliico minutusime punctati 
Folia sparsa, petiolata, lanceolato-oblonga, obtusa, integemma, vems minutusime 
reticulata supaa mtixla, vintlia mbtus incana, punctis liucu adspersa. 
Pttiolus brevia, teres, cmereus, glanduloso punctatus 
Panuula axillana, fobo brevior, patens, nuda, supra dccomposita PedunqJi 
fiUfonnei, pubescentes Flaris erecti, pam, extemo cinerei.lntue rubccundi 
MaSCVU FtOEES 

Cal^ cylmdncus, monophyllus, quadnfidus latamis patulii, ovatis, aiutis 
Corolla nulla 

ReccptaaJum orbiculatum, depressum, in fundo dJytcs, cm insidet Filamtntum 
aobulatum, erectum, calyce brevius Anlhora coadunatae in imam, ovatam, 
aciiminatam, parvam 

HEauAPnaoDiTt Ftoais, in eadem patucula, pauaorea 
Cafyx ut in masculu 
Corolla nulb 

Filammla nulla AnllttrM quatuor, bilobx, gcmunis basm ambienles, mini ma- (sme 
dubio effoeta Edit ) ' ‘ 

Geram ovatum, quadnaulcatum, superum, receptaculo magno inudeni, acumina- 
tum Sijh quatuor, brevissuni, coadunaU Shgma obUisumj quadn lobum 
Capsuht quatuor, pedicellata;, orbiculate, maigmaee, ban extenus gibba:, dorso 
cannata:, b^^osiE 

Srmina iobtaiia\ gaxi ina, \yata, compressa, intus cava, apice corcullfera 
Fructificatio cepeVemn abquando addit quartam partem 
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No. I. 

• > 

’To Captain Michael Sj/mes^ Agent to the Court of Ava* 

Sir, 

A.GREEABEY to youl desire, I proceeded this forenoon to the opposite side, to visit 
the two piincipal Woongees. 

Some time after my arrival at the house of the fiist jn rank, he made his 
appearance without any display of grandeur or parade, further than being in his 
court diess. His leception was polite, as was his behaviour during the time I 
remained , and, so fai as I recollect, the following is the purport of our conver- 
sation, which was cairied on thiough the medium of Baba-Sheen he first asked 
me what kind of a passage we had from Bengal to Rangoon , whether since our 
anival we had been comfortably situated, or otherwise^ To these I replied, that 
our passage had been pleasant, and that we had experienced since our arrival every 
attention and comfort wfe could desire. His next question was, what period had 
elapsed since we left Bengal^ which having answeied, he then inquired how the 
King and Queen were when the last accounts le:ft' England ^ On receiving my 
answer to this, he asked how the Governoi General was when we left Bengal, 
and ’^hat was his age ^ 

These, I believe, are the only questions proposed he then desired Baba-Sheen 
to infoini mti, that he would use his best endeavours with the King to piomote 
tlie objects for which we had come ; likewise that he was veiy anxious for our 
welfare on hearing of the sickness and mortality that prevailed amongst the Chi- 
nese, and on that account would recommend to his Majesty to allow us to depart 
^^as soon as the season was favourable, adding, that we should cany with us his 
good wishes for oui safe return to Bengal. 1 desirctf Baba-S^^^en to intimate the 
high sense we entertained of his solicitude for, and go^^irfcthtion towards, us ; 
but requested he might not give lumself any uneasiness on our account, as we 
had every comfoit we could possibly desne, and dpring the time of our residence 
here, had found the climate to he a very healthy one. Having inquired who the 

30 . 
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Moonjhee, 8cc were, he desired Baha-Sheen to request our acceptance of some 
sweetmeats. See which he had provided for us, and then withdrew 

From his house I went to that ofthe second Woongee, where, after I had been 
seated for a little while, he made his appearance, dressed, as I was told; m the 
proper ivar dress of the Birmans His reception was polite, but more ostentatiotis 
than that of the first minister, having assembled a great number of people (in 
their various dresses used on occasions of ceremony) in the hall into which 
Tie were conducted^ at each end of which were several racks full of muskets, 
spears, and swords , the difierent insignia of his office, were likewise displayed 
to the beat advantage 

A httle after he cante in, a Nakhaan desired Baba-Sheen to inquire, whether 
our passage from Bengal had been favourable, and how we had been, with respect 
to convenience, smee our arrival ? These I answered in the same terms I h^ 
done before I was then asked, what time a ship commonly took to perform the 
voyage from Bengal to England to which having rephed, I was again asked how 
the King and Qjieen were, likewise whether the Governor General was in good 
health when we left Bengal? Having received.my answers to these, they next 
inqmred whether the Governor General s authority txtonded over all our poises 
sions in India^ This I answered in the affirmative, and here ended our con- 
versation 

These several questions were put by the Nakhaan, no doubt by tlie Woongee • 
desire , but he did not speak a irord himself till towards the conclusion, when he 
gave orders, I beheve, to brmg tea, sweetmeats, kc which being placed before us, 
he soon after retired I remamed m his house till I was told by the Shawbunder 
and Baba Sheen, that it ivas not necessary to stay any longer * 

Soon after we had set out on our return, I was informed that the King s eldest 
son ivas approaclung on his way to the palace, and I was desired at the same time 
to withdraw mto a bye street, which I comphed with , but as not one of the pubhc 
officers, who wer^th mt^aid any comphment to the Pnnee, or desired me to. 
do so, I remained^ere I was conducted without saluUng him, concluding it was 
not customary, or thaTily^it had, they would have informed me 

I am, kc 


lA Stplernktr 1705 


T. Woon 
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No. II. 


'To the Chief Woongee and Council of State, 

> « 

The day being fixed for my depaituie, it becomes a duty incumbent on me fieely 
to declaie to you, as liis Majesty’s chief Minister, my sentiments on the conduct 
which the court of Ummerapoora has thought fit to observe towaids jne in my 
official chaiacter, that nothing may hereafter be attributed to misapprehension, or 
the want of a clear lepresentation on mypait, on subjects which may, at some 
future period, eventually involve the geneial interest and happiness. 

Theie appeals to have existed, fiiom the time of my ar, rival, although not an 
avowed yet a leal inclination, to consider me in the capacity of an agent, from a 
si}boidinate and comineicial settlement, rathei than the delegate of a gieat and 
soveieign state , as a peison come in the chaiacter of a petitioner to solicit a favour, 
instead of the lepresentative of a nation, which offeis at least as much as it desires, 
and in the pioposal can be actuated by no view, except what must tend to the 
mutual advantage of both countri,es. 

Of the purity of the intentions of the English goveinment, if any doubts ever 
did exist, those doubts rnust long since have been obliterated ; you have had, in 
every tiansaction, the most unequivocal proofs of the conciliatory disposition of 
the Governor General; and latteily such an* instance^ as is not often paiallejed. 
Violence on one part, was repressed by moderation on the other, menaces weie 
combated by reason, and that which was denied to intemperate demands, was 
afterwards granted as an act of cool and dehbei ate justice. 

I have alieady clearly stated to his Majesty, in ffie memorial I had the honour 
to present shortly after my arrival, that the Governor Geneml’s pimcipal view, 
in deputing me, was to promote confidence, and give to his Majesty authorized 
assurances of the Governor General’s personal regard ; and, i now repeat, that 
»these weie his motives, rather than the expectation of any great national benefit to 
arise to the English, from such an alliance. The individuals i^ho piosecute trade 
to this countiy, are far from being meichants of the highest commercial consi- 
deration. 

* The surrender of the delinquent refugees. See page 121. 
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• Of the power and resources of the Bntish in India, you cannot be so misin- 
formed as to suppose, that -they al^e imdcr the necessity of sohating the friendship 
of any nation on earth, out of a prudential regard to their own sccunty, or from 
an inability (o maintain a cause of justice and their national honour, in opposition 
to all the force that could combine against them It is not from a petty island*, 
which may send out two or three piratical privateers, that a government, whose 
dominions extend from Ceylon to the mountains of Tibet, from the gulf of Ben 
gal to the Western Sea, can have any thing to dread apprehension, therefore, had 
no share in the present mission , and, I desire to have it clearly understood, that 
1 come not to seel, a favour, but to cement friendship , liot to supplicate, but to 
propose 

It IS, however, but too evident, that his Myesty has not been pleased to consi 
dcr me in the light of an agent from a sovereign state and from his total silence 
with regard to the Governor General of India, and his not honouring me^with a 
personal audience, it u reasonable to conclude, that very erroneous estimations 
have been attempted to be held out, both of the importance of the Governor Gene 
ral individually, and of the nation at large Permit me, therefore, now to ac 
quaint you, that the authority of the Governor GcncraJ is supreme over all the 
tcmtoncs of the Company m the East , and tlie limits of the Bnti&h possessions 
best explam their national consequence 

I was at one time taught to beheve, by those with whom I officially commum 
cated, tliat the non-appearance of his Majesty, when I made my first visit to the 
palace, was a circumstance merely acadeotal, and that, on the day of my djsmis 
Sion, I should be honoured with a formal interview , also, that the arrangement 
which I submitted to his Majesty s numsters, would be acceded to, 'and tliat a de- 
putation would be sent to Bengal, to obtain a counterpart of the articles, ihtified in 
due form How far it may be intended to fulfil these assurances, the tenor of the 
language, held by his Majesty s ministers yesterday at the Lotoo, gives me suffi 
cient room to doubt, and they best can tell what bis M^eity s resolutions arc on 
tliat head, hut if it should not be meant to perform, what I had sucli grounds 
given me to expect, 1 sball certainly Jiavc just cause to complaili of being egre 
giously misled 

He who undeceives has the best title to confidence, and I have, in tlus address, 
• Alauriuus. 
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the fairest pietensions to yours; were 1 to clepait fiom Ummerapoora, dissem- 
bling the dissatisfaction I feel at the mannei of my reception, and piofessmg 
myself contented when I leally was the leyeise, I might, perhaps ^ be justified 
by prudent policy, but I should sweive fiom that candour which I have been in- 
structed by the Governor General to ohsei ve, in all my communications with this 
couit. 

In confoiraity witli the spirit of those instructions, I can, with gieaj: ceitainty, 
assure you, that unless I am honouied with an audience of Jus Majesty, in the 
capacity of agent fiom the Goveinor General, it will be the last time^ an agent, 
from the Governoi General, will ever be subj‘ected to a similar moitification. The 
Governor Geneial of India is actuated by fai jlifferent pHnciples, than to make a 
matter ofincivihty, in a point of foim, giounds for a serious dispute, or suffer it to 
affect his geneml line of conduct ; but should any cause of umbiage arise in future 
betw,een the nations, it cannot be expected that advances will be again made, on the 
pait of the English government, foi an amicable explanation, howevei desirous it 
might be, unless the pioposals oiiginate here, and aie couched in a style different 
fiom the language which is co^ramonly held : it will otheiwise be totally impos- 
sible to discuss any pomtsthat may occur, which, like the late business at Chit- 
tagong, would piobably only lequiie communication to end satisfactorily. To 
whom then can die blame be imputed ^ surely not to the English government, 
which has gone every honourable length to establish concord and confidence. 
They alone who aie the adviseis must be responsible for the consequences. 

It IS from the presumption, that his Majesty has no design to honoui me with 
a personal interview, in the character of agent from the Governor General of 
India, thatl write thus, a conclusion faiily drawn from the equivocal replies which 
you, and youi coadjutors, gave to my questions yesterday at the Lotoo. Whilst 
the matter is yet undetei mined, it is light you should know my opinion, as being 
appnzed of the light in which it will be taken, you will have the means of form- 
ing a light judgment, and regulating your conduct aq^cordin^ly. I will, with great 
pleasure, accept of an invitation to attend on the day of ) our festival, and join 
with the nobility in compliments to the thione, provided Tieceive assurances 
that on the 1st of October, when a reply is to be given to the Governor General’s 
letter, I shall be received by his Majesty in person, as agent from the Governor 
Geneial, and be honoured with a formal interview. Without such an assurance. 
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ipeafied m wnting, it wJl be impossible for me to Have the hoDour of joining in 
the general festivity 

Having thus delivered my sentiments with eiphmt freedom, 1 now close my 
correspondence, earnestly exhorting you, as a fhend to your country and your 
ting, to advise his Majesty with prudence and moderation, as pany events to come 
may depend on the resolution of the present day, and an act which is to deter 
mine, whether or not any intercourse is in future to be held with a neighbourmg 
and powerful state, is a matter of sufficient magmtude, at least to demand your 
.most senqus consideration 

Michael Svms, 

Agent to the Court of Ava 


Umnurapeora iOlhS^I 17 95 
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No. III. 

f 

<r 

I 

> 

Trarislalion of a Letter from the King of Ava to Sir John ShotCt 

Goveimh General^ ^c, &c, 

» 

The LoicI of Earth and Aii , the Monaich of extensive Countiies, the Soveieign 

of the kingdoms Sonahfmrinda^ T'omhadeva^ Seawiittena^ 'Laniengma, Somahoomji, ^ 
in the district of Huny Moiinza, in die country o^Zemee^ Hamaratta, Dzodinagara, 
Soveieign of all these wide extended legions, Loid of t|:ie great cities Poucka 
Tama, Slryhettera, Sygnie, Lehoo, Bamoo, Magone, Momeik, Momien, Keoum, Shoe 
Mona, MobreCy Ouantong, of all which countries and cities die governors and po- 
tentates send presents of respect and submission to the Royal Presence; also Hen- 
zaiunddy, commonly called Pegne, the poit of Rangoon, the ^o\t Bassien, Arracan, 
the port of Deniaxuiuldy , Sandoway, the poit oi Dwaiawtiddy, Maoiing, the port of 
Mickawuddy, Ramne, the port of Ramawuddy, Mondema, or Martaban, Tavey, Bneck, 
or Mergiu, and Tenasserem „poits belonging to his Majesty, where merchants trade 
and the inhabitants aie'protected , Proprietor of all kinds of precious stones, of the 
mines of Rubies, Agate, Lasni,* Sapphiies, Opal; also the mines of Gold, Sil- 
ver, Amber, Lead, Tin, lion, and Petroleum ; whence every thing desirable that 
the eaith yields can be exti acted, as the Trees, Leaves, and Fruit of excellence aie 
produced in Paradise, Possessor of Elephants, Hoises, Carnages, Fire Arms, 
Bows, Spears, Shields, and all mannei of waihke weapons; Soveieign of valiant 
Geneials and victorious Armies, invulneiable as the rock Mahakonda. Mahamio:- 
geia, Ummerafoora, the great and flourishing Golden City, illumined and illu- 
minating, as the Habitation of Angels, lasting as the firmament, and embellished 
with Gold, Silvei, Peails, Agate, and the nine oiiginal+ Stones, the Golden 
Tlirone, the seat of splendour, whence the royal mandate issues and protects man- 
kind ; the King who performs the ten duties, incumbent on <^11 kings, called Man- 
^anterra, all of which this great King duly performeth , whose understanding, by 
divine aid, is enhghtened-to guide his people in the light way, and preserve them 

* I could not discover to what class of precious stones Lasni belonged, 
t What thesh were I could not learn. 
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in'piou* obedience and the road of true rebgion , the ease and happiness of whom 
daily increase, under the auspices of such a Monarch , Master of the wh^te, red, 
and mottled Elephants , may his praise be repeated, far as the influence of the sun 
and moon, of him whose servants place the fortunate foot of favour and^ confi 
dence, like the blooming Lotos, on their obedient heads — Such are the high 
Ministers, the Guardians of the State, from among whom tte principal Woon 
gee thus announceth 

The illustrious Governor General, the ReprcsentaUve of the King of England, 
the Gov^or of the Company at Calcutta in Bengal, haiing deputed Captain 
Michael Symes, with letters and presents to the Golden Feet, who happily ar 
nved at the port of Rangoon on dip eleventh of the month of Tagoo, in the Bir 
man year one thousand one hundred and fifty seven, and the Mohammedan 
year one thousand two hundred and nine, on the twenty-eighth of the month of 
Shabaan, of which the Govemorof Henrawuddy transmitted regular infortnption 
to the Golden Feet, together with a list of presents, as follows two pieces of gold 
muslin, tivo pieces of silver mushn, four pieces of white flowered muslin, four 
pieces of sdk, ten pieces of vanegated silk, six pieces of plam satin, two pieces of 
flowered satin, two pieces of velvet, six corabahs* of'rov water, one fine crystal 
stand with appendages, six crystal water cups bordered, two pair of candle shades, 
two crystal cups with sdver feet, two large crystal bowls two large mirrors, one 
double barrel, one nfle barrel, and one plam gun, one pair of pistols, six pair of 
golden shppers, twenty five pieces of broad cloth, an elcctnc machme, and the 
Bagivaat Geeta + When this intelhgence reached the Presence, orders were,5ent 
to the before mentioned Governor, to expedite the journey of Captain Symes, 
witli his attendants and baggage, also to provide suitable boats, anef every thing 
reqmsite ibr his conveyance, and conlbrmably to these orders, the Govemo'r acted 
When the deputaUon arrived near the great city of Pegham, officers of rank were 
sent flora die Presence to meet Captain Symes, also a boat, such as is used by 
uobdity, noth tiro war boa^ to tow it, likewise guards and attendants to do him ^ 
honour, as is consislmit with the duUes offhendship After his arrival, all neces 
sanes and a suitable house, in an ehgiblc place, were provided lor his accom 
modaUon 

• \ jar m which rose water Is usaolljr kept 

t A Shoiucrcct pocin of high celebrity Sec Mr WUklattehgaiit trooslatlara 
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From the cast, fiom the city of Oudeheritf^ in the empire of Gondala Siiry'^ 
Taing, comprehending Taitaiy, all the Nobles and Potentates whereof aie de-' 
pendant on the Sovereignty of China, the sublime Oudeboa, or Emperoi, has 
sent to h^s Majesty three virtuous daughteis;+ intercourse and confidence subsist 
with his kingdom, presents are exchanged, and ambassadors pass between the 
monarchs. This year, accoiding to tustom, the illustrions messengers Intaloiee, 
Kelloree, and Inloree, arrived at the Golden City with presents and randies ; near 
to the habitation of these a house was erected for the members of the English 
Deputation, neither far distant, noi very close, every thing they stood in need 
of was provided, and guards were stationed to protect them. 

In the Birman year one thousand one hundred and fifty-seven, or year of the 
Higeraone thousand two hundred and ten, and the sixteenth of the Birman month 
Tpozalien, or fourteenth of the Mussulman month, Suffir, the Chmese-Depu- 
ties and the Minister from Calcutta, Captain Michael Symes, bearing letters and 
presents, were attended to the Presence by ofiEcers of rank and dignity, and as on 
th^ mountain Meru, in the lofty Soudma, the Deuias resort to make obeisance 
to the divine Saggiami, so in the polden Lotoo, where were seated the Engy Mien, 
or heir apparent, Meedaw, Dord of Chagaing, the eldest son of the Engy Mien,!: 
Pie Mien, Lord of Prome, Bassein Mien, Lord of Bassein, and all the Royal 
Family, Ministers and Nobihty, the English Gentlemen, together with the 
Deputies from China, were received with ceremonious attention, and the letters 
and the presents were there presented. In that splendid assembly they were 
honourably feasted, and at the same time was opened the friendly letter, which 
was read by the Reader of Government, and the contents^ expiessive of a desiie 
to cement friendship, open a fiee mtei course, and encourage trade, were explained, 
and they gave to his Majesty the highest satisfaction. It was likewise mentioned 
that further particulars would be communicated by Captain Michael Symes, who 
accordingly addressed a Memorial to his Majesty, at which his Majesty was 
exceedingly pleased. 

^ j 

* I apprehend Oudeherit to be Jchol, the Tartarian residence of the Emperor of China. 

t The King of Ava boasts of having three Chinese ladies, who, his courtiers say, were sent 
to him by the Emperor of China. Of the truth of this there seems room to doubt. 

X The Prince Royal i:i called by various titles, Engy Praw, Epgy Mien, Engy Tee Kicn. 

- J R 
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’* Captain Mictael Symes in hu Memorial states, that in the Birman year one 
thousand one hundred and fifty six, and the Mohammedan year one thousand tiro 
himdred and nine, certain murdfrers and robbers of merchants and travellers 
havmg fled fiom Arracan into the district of Chittagong, the troopj of this 
Government, and their leaders, entered the temtones of the Company in quest 
of the ofEenders hut the Enghsh GovemmSnt, being at that time unacquainted 
mth the circumstances of the case and umnlormed what were the designs of those 
troops, did not think proper to dehverup the fugiUies and that, after a deliberate 
inquiry^ into the Bets alledged against them, and a thorough knowledge of the 
matter, the criminals were apprehended and dehyered up and that, hereafter, 
upon apphcation, (by letter) delinquents of this desenpnon inll be surrendered, 
which iviU promote the welfare ofboth countries, and coninbute to the satisfac 
non of their respecUve Sovereigns ^ 

Captain Symes also desires, that from the Enghsh merchants and traders who 
come to the ports of this kingdom, only such duties, customs, and charges be exact 
ed ai are duly authorized, and established by ancient usage and that merchaivts 
be allowed to carry their merchandize wheresofver they may think proper, and 
not be molested or prevented by any officer or subject'under this Government 
and after having disposed of their goods, they may be permitted to purchase, either 
personally or by agent, the produce of the country and that no person at Rangoon 
be suSered to exact finm merchants more than what is authorized , and that if 
the Government of Bengal should think fit hereafter to appoint a person to reside 
at Rangoon, on the part of the Company to supenntend mercantile concerns, and 
fonvard letters and presents to the Golden Feet, a ngbt of residence be granted to 
such person and that mercliauts or traders irho think themselves a|gneved, 
shall have hberty to prefer tlieir complaints at the Golden Feet, m any manner 
they may think most ehgible and that English merchants unacquainted with 
the Birman language, be permitted to employ whatever mteipreters they choose, 
in the management of their alEiirs, and that Enghsh ships, when dismasted, and ‘ 
obliged to put mto 5linnan ports by stress of iveadier, in want of repair and as 
mtance, be aided by the officers of Gosemment, and provided with necessaries to 
relit at the current prices of the country, and tliat on the frontiers of Arracan, 
on the borders of the nver Naaf a Chokey, or guard house, and a village be esta 
bhshed Moreover, Captam Michael Symes notifies, that whatever Birmaa- 
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merchants shall lesoit to English poits, they shall be allowed, on paying tli4 
establishe(J duties, to buy and sell, 'and none shall molest or hinder them, and 
they shall have liberty to go and come, and bartei at their pleasure ; and that if 
any person oppress oi act unjustly towaids them, the law will take cognizance 
thereof, and punish the ofFendei ; and that if his Birman Majesty shall think lit 
to send any peison to Calcutta or Bengal, or to any other English poit, there to 
reside, foi the purpose of superintending mercantile concerns, all reprCj^entations 
made by such peison to the English Government will be duly attended to, and 
justice done according to law ; and that if any Birman ships put into English 
ports, tlirough sti ess of weather, dismasted, and in want of repair, every assist- 
ance shall be given to such ships, on paying the equitable and accustomed rates ; 
and that the enemies of the Biiman nation shall not be assisted by the English with 
gims and weapons, powder, ball, or warlike stores ; and in hke manner, that the 
cnemi-js of the English, as well European as Indian, shall not be aided by the 
Birmans, with stores, provisions, oi timber, in any manner; and that if his Bir- 
man Majesty shall think fit to send any person to ratify these proposals, such 
person will be received with due regard, and meet with adequate attention. 

These desiies of Cap t^ain > Michael Symes, and the contents of his Memorial, 
the tenor of which has "been detailed, were conveyed to the golden ears of the 
Sovereign of Nobles and Potentates . theiefore, seeing that the illustrious Gover- 
nor Geneial, the Representative of the King of England, has thus manifested his, 
desire to cement fiiendship and amity, J, the King Immortal j whose philanthropy is 
miive'^saly whose anxiety for the benefit and welfare of all mankind never ceases^ 

^ I DIRECT, 

That all merchants of the English nation, who resort to Birman poits, shall 
pay customs, duties, charges, warehouse hiie, seaichers, 8cc. agreeably to former 
established usage. 

English merchants are to be permitted to go to whatever part of the Birman 
dommions they think proper, either to buy or to sell, and they are on no account 
to be stopped, molested, or oppressed, and they shall have liberty to go to what- 
.ever town, village, or city they choose, for the purpose of buying, selling, or 
bartering; and whatsoever articles of the produce of this country they maybe 
desirous ofpuichasing, they shall be allowed to’^do so, eithei in person, or by 
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ieir agents and Englist merchants hawng been long accustomed to trade to 
Binnan porta withoutmolcstation, IT IS COMMANDED, that they conpnuc their 
trade in future without moIesUtion, and should the Enghsh Company thint proper 
to depute a person to reside at Rangoon, to superintend mercantile a&rj, mam 
tarn a friendly intercourse, and forward letters to the Presence, it is ordered, 
that such person shall have a nght of rcsidcnA , and should any English merchant 
be desirous of lendmg a representation, tbe officers of Government, in any port^ 
distnct, and town, shyll forward such representation , or if a merchant should be 
inchned^to present m person, a petition at the Golden Feet, he shall be allowed to 
come to the Golden Presence for that purpose — This is peremptory — And as 
English merchants arc unacquaujted with the Birman language# they are to be 
allowed to employ whatever interpreters they ihmk proper, and as, in the stormy 
season, English ships are often dismasted, and driven into Birman ports by stress 
of weather, ships in this unfortunate predicament shall be suppLed with alltucces" 
sarywood, 'workmen, fcc at the current rates of the country, and tbe arrange 
ment that Gaptam hlichael Symes has in fnendsbip proposed, relative to co^ 
meraal concerns, for the encouragement of merfhants and traders, the Mmisteri 
of the Pabce have received the Royal Command to hgmiy to the Governors and 
Kxllcdari of the several ports and districts, that such arrangement is to be observed 
and earned into effect atid respecting the establishment of a Chokey and village 
on thefroDtieri ofAiracan on the banks of tbe nver Naaf, as there is strict 
and conSdential fhcndship with the King of England, there can in future be no 
diHerence or distinction between tbe countries, and with respect to the desire, 
that aid should not be given by this state to the enemies of England, as well Euro 
pcan as Indian, and that such enemies should not be assisted at our ports with 
warble implements, timber, or provisions, it is to be observed, tbatj to pur 
chose >Tarliko weapons, lead, and powder, is forbidden to all nations, but when 
merchants come to trade, they will be allowed to cany away their commodities, 
agiccably to the usage of merchants All the requisitions made by Captain 
Symes respecting Customs, timber, searchers, and commercial matters, are noU 
Bed tokillcdan,* Govemon, Guards of the Gauts f and persons in authority, 
and objervance of the orders issued thereupon slnctly enjoined And to Captain 


* Commaadcri of forts 


t Passes. 
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Michael Symes liasheen presented, as a mark of favour, one mby and one sap- 
phiiering; and to Mr. Wood, and Dr. Buchanan, each, one ruby ring; also 
to Captain Symes, a piecious stone, called Mohee, weighing thiee viss and forty 
tackall, and a stone of jasper, weighing eight viss, also two elephant’s teeth, 
weighing thiity-four viss: these have been deliveied to the caie of Captain 
Symes. The Queen, likewise, has p)resented him with a ruby ring of nine stones, 
a silver box weighing ninety tackall, * and a silver cup of eleven tackall and three 
quarters weight ; also, another silver box, weighing forty-four tackall, and ano- 
ther cup weighing six tackall, and two silver trays, one weighing sixty-six tackall, 
the other seventy -seven, and two gilt trays of a dijBTeient shape, and'^wo large ^ 
boxes; and fiom the second Queen, called Myack Nandoh,>-6ne ruby ling, and 
three sapphire rings, and a chest widi a lock, and two gilt tiays, and thiee paint- 
ed cups. These seveial articles are sent to the illustrious Governor General, 
who^is intiusted in confidence by the King of England, with the administration 
of India, and who, ever anxious for the welfare and prospeiity of his country, 
encourages and assists Birmans that trade to English ports. In like manner, 
friendship is happily maintained with the Chinese Government, and a constant 
intercourse is pieseivecj. dt will therefore be right that the illustrious Governor 
General do acquaint the King of England, of the friendship that is, on this occa- 
sion, established, and which it is hoped will be permanent. 

* A tackall weighs a little more than half an ounce, 


Note . — ^The following were explained to me as the ten duties incumbent on all kings, which 
are alluded to* in the foregoing letter; — Dhanaan^ universal beneficence; Seelaaiiy daily pray- 
er , OiveroduaUf to shew mercy , Dhasaniedaf to exact only a tenth , DhermUf justice , Ta~ 
matzay to punish without anger , Boumecy to support mankind as the earth sustains the weight 
of all creation Abeedztety to employ prudent commanders , Mantha, to listen to counsel ; 
l^eige Kunnuy to avoid pride. 


) 
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No IV 


T randalim of llu Rojal ManAalt, acampai^g tht Loiter to the Governor Generd 

t 

To all ^ommandcrj of Garmons and Governors of Sea Ports, in Iite Virtue 
as to the hlayrroon of Hennwuddy (Pegue) 

Souise of Greatness and Dignity Celestial, whose threshold la as the finna- 
ments, and whose suppliants, when he places the Golden Foot of Majesty on 
thar fortunate heads, liki? the blaommg lotos, expand with confidence unhounded 
— such are the Ministers of exalted ranlc, the Guardians of the Empire, from 
among whom the high and transcendant Woongee proclaims these orders ' 

Governor of Henzawuddy, whose title is Mem, Ida, Noo, Retha, Governor of 
the Waters, whose title is Raywoon , Collector of the King s revenues, whose 
title is Achawoon , Commander of the Troops, whose title is Chetey 

Whereas English merchants resort to the port of Rangoon to carry on trade in 
friendship, good fiuth, and confidence in the Royal prot«;jion therefore, when 
merchants come to the port of Rangoon duties for Godown (warehouse), Raheat 
(searchers or appraisers), and other charges, shall be regulated accordmg to the 
former established rates, and no more on any pretence shall be tahen 

English merchants who have paid the port duties, shall be allowed to go to 
whatever part of the country they thinh fit, having obtained a certificate and on)er 
tom the Maywoon, or Governor of the province and w^tever goo^ls Eughsh 
merchants wish to purchase in return, they shall not be impeded or molesifd, or 
prevented in their barter, bargain, or purchase, and if it should be judged expe 
dient to esta bli s h any person, on the part of the Enghsh Company* at Rangoon, 
Ibr the purpose of trade, and to forward letters or presents to the King, to such 
person a nght of residence is granted 

If any Enghsh merchant be aggrieved, or think that he luScrs ojjpression, he 
may complain either through the governor of the province, by petition to the 
Throne, or prefer his complamt in person , and as Enghshmen are, lor the molt 
• Tho word Comjrsnj Is omitted Ip the Peisbui, but hueitsd la tbs orlglaal pir rp^n. 
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part, unacquainted witli the Birman tongue, they may employ whatever intcrpre- 
teis they think propei, previously acquainting the King’s principal interpreter, 
what person they mean to employ. • ' 

English ships diiven into Birman ports by stress of weather, and in want of 
repairs, on due no^ce of their distress being given to the officers of Government, 
such vessels shall be expeditiously supplied with workmen, timber, iron, and 
every requisite, and the work shall be done, and the supplies granted^ at the cur- 
rent rates of the country. 

As the English haye long had commeicial connections with the Birnsan nation^ 
and aie desirous of extending it, they are to be allowed to' come and depart at theii 
pleasuie without hindi*ance, and seeing that^the illustii6us Governor of Calcutta 
in Bengal, on the part of the King of England, has sent tokens of friendship to 
i the Golden Feet; these orders are therefore issued for the benefit, welfare, and 
prolection of the English people. 


“ The original in Birman authenticated by the Great Seal.” 
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CAiIMUA21A, or ihe Ceezmont ustd at llu Iniuclten of a Birman into Iht Ordtr 
of Pneslhtod, calltd PHONoai, or RhabaaiJ 

Pbeviou 3 \o ordiDation the Sabiet* and the yellow garment of priesthood shall be 
delivered to the Candidate , he shall then be enjomed to repeat thnce, with a dis 
^tinct voicG, the following sentence tn the Upiu$\ that presides 

“ Venerable father, I acknowledge you to be my Upiul, my preceptor, and 
ghostly guide ’ Having spoken these words he shall approach the Cammuaaira, 
or lum who reads the sacred Cammua, who shall say as follows 

“ O Candidate, dost thou acknowledge this to be thy5iAer, and these thy sacred 
vestments^ ' to which the Candidate shall andibly answer ‘ Yea. The Cam 
muazara shall then command him to recede to the distance of twelve cubits, and 
turning towards the audience shall address them as follows '• 

“ Let this sacred assembly of the professors of bur holy rehgion attend to what 
I now impart The Candidate who stands m your presence, humbly and with 
due submission, implores of the Upnee to invest him with our holy function, and 
as the present tune seemeth good for the purpose, and convement unto this as 
sembly, I will forthsnth duly admonish the Candidate 

“ O thou who seckest admission into our sacred order, be attentise unto my 
words, and beware lest on this occasion you utter an untruth, or criminally at 
tempt to conceal aught from our knowledge learn that there arc cerfain incapa 
cities and defects, which render a person unfit to receive the holy induction , 
moreover, when in this reverend assembly you shall be mlerrogatcd respecting 
such defrets, you are to ansiver truly, and declare whatever mcapaciUes you may 
labour under, of what nature soever they may be, and how they originated , nor 
ought you to stand iijent, or decline your head when you are mterrogated, through 
shame or fear Now, even at this tune, in the presence of this assenibly, may any 
one of the brotherhood interrogate you at his pleasure 

• A blue lackered box borne by tho priests when they perambulate to collect eleemosy- 
xaiy proWnoiu. See page 210 « 

t The chief or principal of the moimtery 
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“ O Caudiclate, art thou affected with the leprosy, or any impure disease?” To 

) ^ V 

which the Candidate shall reply, “ Fiom such complaints I am free.” 

- “ Hast thou the scrofula, St. Anthony’s fire, any schirrous afiection, cancer, oi 
itch^ Hast thou an asthma or oppression' of the lungs ^ Hast thou any heiedi- 
tary complaint an«mg from a tainted souice of blood ^ Art thou sprung from 
dwarfs or giants, or ait thou undei the influence of sorcereis, evil genu or the 
Jfalt* of the woods and the mountains 

“ Fiom all these disqualifications I am free.” 

“ O Candidate, art thou a man perfect in thy virility, and all thy members 
“ I am perfect.’’ — “ Art thou legitimate^” “ 1 am legitimata.” — “ Art thou the 
bounden vassal of any lord, or the slave of gjiy man in’powei ^ I am not.” 
“Alt thou free from debt “I am.” — “ Have thy parents granted thee permis- 
csion, and hast thou attained the complete age of twenty yeais^” “ My paients 
havd’ consented, and 1 have attained the age of twenty years.’' — “ Aie thy vest- 
ments and Sabiet leady “ They are ready ” 

^ “ O Candidate, by what appellation wilt thou be known “ By that of JYipca 
(simier).” — “ What is the title? of thy Upizee “ Assentnit (perfection).” 

The Cammuazara sflall thus pioceed * 

“ Reverend Divines, I beseech you attend unto rny words. The Candidate 
humbly intreats of his Upizee admission into our holy order, and him have I duly 
admonished. Doth the present appear unto this assembly a meet and proper time 
that he should come forward^” The Priests lepJy “ Come forward.” The Can- 
didate having advanced twelve cubits shall then say, “ Venerable and holy men, 
I, a lowly suppliant, with humility implore your aid. Oh ' if pity dwell within 
your breasts, snatch me from the walk of death, from the ways of sinners, and 
place me in the holy habitation, the seat of virtue and divine perfection.” This 

intreaty shall be repeated three times, after which the reader of the Cammua thus 

\ 

proceeds 

“ Reverend Fathers here convened, the Candidate in your j^resence, solicits holy 
orders from the venerable Upizee. It appeals that he is free from all defects, cor- 
poreal infirmities, and Ihental incapacities he has likewise received the Sabiet, 
and the sacred vestments, and in the name, and with the sanction of tlie venerable 
Upizee, intreats induction. Let those who assent to his admission keep silence, 

* Aerial spirits. 

3 S 
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but let such as object, and deem the Candidate a person unworthy to be received, 
speak out and declare their tnotives in presence of this assembly fhecc words 
shall be thnce repeated, and if no person dissent, and all are adent, the recep 
non of the Candidate is determined on , when relinquishing his state ,pf im- 
perfecUon, he shall be translated into that of punty, antj thenceforward be 
considered as one of the elect 

The CaAimuazara shall then proceed — ‘ ‘ Let the Reverend Fathers present note 
with precision, under what shade of the foot, what hour, day, and season this 
(Ordinatioirhaa been completed Let the Candidate attend tq the four following 
dunes which it is uncumbent on him to observe , and to the faults hereafter 
enumerated under four heads, which he must carcfiiUy avoid 

“ First, a pnneipal duty of our holy funenon consists in procuring maintenance 
by peiambulauon by labonous and incessant motion* of the muscles of the legs^. 
You must seek gratmtous sustenance by contmiial moUon, and whatever super 
fluitles you collect, shall be dady bestoived by you on those who arc in want 
Victuals that are oflered to you in particular, gn en to the society in general^ 
sent with letters desiring your prayers, or presented on the hebdomadal festivals 
of the increasmg and decreasing moon, all such gills ‘may be accepted and 
distributed 

To which the Candidate shall reply, “ As I am instructed so wdl I perform 
The reader of the Cammua thus proceeds — “Secondly, It is part of the duty 
of a pnest through humihty to soil his garments with dust, and weaf sepul- 
chral vestments But should the liberahty of good men munihccntly reward 
your pious labours, it shall be allowed thee to wear cloth called clioma , also 
silk or cotton yellow cloth y ellow woollen cloth , cloth made of the bark of 
certain trees, or the featliers of certam birds Such vestments thou mayest use 

To winch the Candidate shall reply, “ As I am instructed, Jo: 

The reader of the Cammua couUnues — " Thou shalt dwell as becomethoi.r 
order, in houses bmlt beneath the shade of the trees of the forest in houses built 
of wood , or of masonry , houses having a pyramidical roof, of a triangular or qua 
drangubr form, adorned iviih flowers and figures , housescraised on ^sts, or built 
on arches Such dwclhngs mayest tliou inhabit. 


* Sec page ail 
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Candidate . — “ As I am instiaicted,'’ See. 

The jeader of the Camraua : — “ Fourthly, Thou shalt turn to use «uch things 
as men cast away ; and thou shalt search for healing qualities in simple's, in 
which -jio virtue us supposed to exist. The following articles may be used 
medicinally; sweel^and sour milk, oil, honey, sugar and syrups.” 

Candidate . — “ As I am instructed,” 8cc. 

Cammuazara; — “Being now admitted an associate pf the ^dituous and 
immaculate, thou shalt not indulge thyself in any gratification eitWr^ooial or 
solitary, after the manner of seculars ; nor shalt thou frequent the ^mpany of, 
laymen, or of women. He who acts thus can no longer be m^unbered among the 
elect : sooner shall the severed head be joined ^gain to the neck, and life restoied 
to the bieathless body, than a Rhahaan, who committeth fornication, recover his 
Jost puiity, and be received again within the sacred pale. Bewaie therefoie lest 
thoippollute thyself with the knowledge of woman. 

“ Again, It IS forbidden thee to steal, or -by any unjust means possess thyself 
pf the property of another, even though the amount should not exceed the fouith 
part of a tackall ; for whatsoe^^er Phongi or Rhahaan sinneth even to that small 
amount, he shall be diVested of his sacred chaiacter, and be expelled the brother- 
hood. He who is guilty of such a crime can no more be restoied to his pristine 
state of punty, than the blasted tree can bud anew, and bear fiesh flowers and 
fruit. Remember theiefoie, O Candidate, and through thy mortal journey beware 
of tl\eft. 

Agam, Thou shalt not deprive any animal of life ; such deeds are unlawful 
and profane. Thou shalt not take away life even from the smallest insect, or 
the vilest reptile. Sooner shall the cleft rock unite its severed fiagments, and 
become whole, than he who destioys the vital principle in any animal be re- 
admitted into our sacred institution. Avoid with caution this heinous trans- 
gression. 

“ Agam, The holy professors of our leligion are strictly forbidden to arrogate 
to themselves aught on account of the sanctity of their proiession, or pretend to 
be endowed with any sypei natural gift or power, such as Meipo^ or endeavour to 
obtain the offering usually given to persons so endowed. ^Vhosoever is actuated 
by such culpable pride shall fall like the lofty mountain palm beneath the stroke 
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Ameendozaan, a j'jrman lawyer* 
Assajiuoorii Payraastei -General. 
Altawoon, a Pi ivy Counsellor. 


Baamzm^ a General. 

I 

Gananer, a Pastoral race of People. 
Chaingeeiuoony Mastei of the Elephants. 
Gkehjy a Lieutenant. 

Ckohw^y a tiibutaiy Prince. 

Colai^y a Stranger, Foreigner. 

Dajwocni, Aimourer-bearer to tire KHng. 

j 

j 

Engy T' ^dzeii, the Prince Royal. 


Gaudmay the name of the Birman Idol. 

Gnapee, a species of Sprat which the Bn mans pickle. 

Henzay a Goose, the symbol of the Birman nation. 


KajUy a race of Moiintaineersi 

Ktoum, a Monastery, or residence of Rhahaans or Priests. 

Kib^py a small liver. 

LeedegeCy Chief or Steersman of a boat. ^ 

Lotooy the Hall wlieie tl^ Grand Council of the Nation assemble. 


Manchegee, the Birma^ name for the province 
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'Ma/wa^, Viceroy of a Province 
Muup, a River i 

Mim, a City, a Town, a Dutnct 
iluuGet, Chief of a District or Tomi 
ilnms/ia, a Mjissulman Professor ofLetters 


MJt/iaml, u Reg^^T 


an infenor Order of Priesthood 


‘ h^saih, the regal Spire that distiDgtiiihes the divclliiig of the Monarch a 
Temples of the Divinity 

PiUaw, an Indian Dish, esteemed a great delicacy 

Prow, a Temple, a Lord, also a bile given by an infcnor to a nipenor 

Pundit, a /earned Hindoo 

Pjtnen, a Banter an Assayerof Metal 


Raymtai, an Officer of distinction Governor of » Town 
Rhahaan, a Pnest 

Rlwcm, a public Hall, the Court ofjustice 
Rna, a Village 

SioidJigtum, Master of the Ceremomes 

SanJffzia, an Officer whose business is to read pubhc documents 
Seret Dogte, a principal Sectetary 
Sara Munt, a provincial Secretary 
Stra, a Clerk 

Shawhundcr an I ntendaut of the Port 
Siredaw, High Pnest 

TackaH, a piece of Silver of about ir orf value 
Talwi, a Native of Pegue 

TalUpmi, a Preceptor, a name by which the Riuhaans V Pnests were tni 
Europcani } 

Tftf the Umbrella of a Pagoda, or Temple of Worshap * 
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Thalia Camueformis 
Gardenia Coronana 
Pontedena DDauta 
Bauhlnu Dipbylla 
Sonnerada Apetala 
Eptdt'ainim Moschatum 
Agytcii Cocanca 
Hentiera Fomea 



